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FOREWORD

Marriage is something important in a person’s life. The Christian
considers that like the religious life it is a vocation from God. This
issue takes Christian marriage as its theme and explores the topic
from different angles.

In "Theological Reflection on Christian Marriage", Father
Robert Ng points out the evolution in the Catholic Church’s under-
standing of Christian marriage, why the Caholic Church regards
marriage between Christians as a Sacrament and what the sign of the
Sacrament of marriage is.

Father Bernard J. Shields, using the form of a letter, explains the
teaching of the Old and New Testament about marriage. Father John
Russell is the Judicial Vicar of the Hong Kong Diocesan Tribunal and
has rich experience in handling marriage cases. He explains how the
Church handles divorce and re-marriage in some non-sacramental
marriages. Father Thomas Leung has often acted as counsellor for
Catholic marriage encounters. Based on that experience, he suggests
how Christians can overcome obstacles in life and reach the result of
communication.

To have children is one of the purposes of marriage, but if the
husband and wife are unable to have children, is it possible to use new
technology to attain the purpose of generation? Father Peter Brady’s
article "The Pope Hates My Baby!" explains for us the position adopt-
ed by the Church on the question of test-tube babies. After the mar-
riage comes the beginning of family life; after the children are born
comes the problem of bringing them up. Sister Agnes Ho studies
family education from the Book of Proverbs in the Bible. Many
people, when they are making a choice as regards marriage, only
decide whom they are to marry; very few people ask why choose
married life. A Catholic couple, on the basis of their own experience,
speak about the importance of preparation for marriage; it helps one
to understand the meaning of marriage, to realize that one’s partner is
a grace from God. Finally, Father Thomas Law briefly introduces the
history of the Christian marriage liturgy.

The Feature "Listening to the Word" in this issue offers the texts
dealing with marriage in the Bible and in the documents of Vatical
Council I as material for the reader’s prayer and reflection.

We discuss Christian marriage from the point of view of theolo-
gy, Bible, canon law, psychological counselling, morality and liturgy. It
is hoped that this will help everyone to have an accurate understand-
ing of marriage and also be enabled to enjoy a good married life.
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