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Abstract

As well known, since Catholicism was took by Jesuits into late-Ming Dynasty, it
caused a series of violent collision with Buddhism in the society. This essay
tended to discuss the people's reaction in the cultural communication from the
point of the debate between the Catholicism and the Buddhism.

There are five chapters in the essay. Chapter one narrate the process which
Jesuits, such Miche! Ruggieri, Mattec Ricci, adapted himse!f in the Ming
society from pretended ‘of Buddhism monk to cast off the monk image and
then to censure Buddhism openly. This is a dynamic process that Jesuits
turned their attitude with Buddhism and adjusted their seif-setting images.

Chapter two introduced the anti-Catholicism movement and the collections
produced by it from Senior Buddhism Monk Yunxi Zhuhong to Zhong Shisheng
according to the schedule of history, which span is about thirty years. This is
the reaction of the Buddhism for the Catholicism's spread in China.

Chapter three focus the lens to the cross point of the above two lines which
according to the history and contrast the debated context and the respective
images between Buddhism and Jesuits. Through this contrast, we may well

understand the people’s tendency of between the Buddhism and the
Catholicism,

Chapter four more closer our lens on the case of a Confucian Officer, Yang
Tingyun, who is turn to a pious Catholic when he meet two Jesuits in
Hangzhou from a devout Buddhist.

And finally, chapter five returned to the society background to contrast Yang
Tingyun'’s ideas of life and the degenerate of Buddhism in order to look for the
real cause that Yang’s convert to Catholicism: Belief or Being?

In a word, the essay tended to get a conclusion that Being condition which the
religion may take to the people is the essential element for Chinese people to
choice their religion.

Key word: Catholicism missionary anti-Buddhism Buddhism monk
anti-Catholicism Yang-Tingyun '
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