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Abstract

Based on Aristotle’ s theory, we hypothesize that the origin of
western drama is related to the bacchanal (Dionysian) sacrificial rite.
Recent drama studies on Chinese folk religious ritual dramas in China have
proved that there is internal relationship between Chinese drama and
sacrificial rites as well. According to etymologic study on Dionysian
myths of Ancient Greece and Chinese character “nuo” , Dionysian myth has
internal identity with Chinese nwo myth, According to etymologic study
on Dionysian rite of Ancient Greece and Chinese “nuo” rite, Dionysian
sacrificial rite has internal identity with Chinese nuo rite.

Both rite and art express subjective emotion in objective forms. Rite
expresses collective emotions with recapitulative and holistic symbols,
while art expresses individual emotions with specific and individual
symbols. According to epistemological theories, art derives itself from
rites. Concerning the Geneticism theories, one can only study drama as
art on the basis of drama as rite. Just because Dionysianrite and Chinese
nuo rite has internal identity , that Song and Yuan Dynasty and Ancient

Greek drama has internal identity.
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