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Abstract

Chinese peasants as a whole can hardly enjoy rich life that based on
consuming a lot of natural resources because of the scarcity and frailty of
natural resources of the earth, but they can still have respectable and
honorable lives that without worrying about food and cloth which means
that a person’s value is not judged by how rich he is but whether he can
live peacefully and harmoniously with his heart, other person and the
nature. To attain this object, it’s important to transfer peasants’ concepts
and the culture of rural area because I was born and raised in inland
countryside of northern China and I do know that there are many defects
in rural culture though I saw and heard a lot of wisdom of peasants.

Both Chinese and Foreign countries’ histories demonstrated that
religions strongly impact the concept transformation of ethnic group
because religion is the deep core of culture system that including the
culture accumulation of deeply sheltered value and concept system of
certain ethnic group.

Since the reform and open policy is performed, Protestantism of
China which met various fates grow in history of China has been in
ascendant especially in the rural area. With the development of
globalization, many different kinds of cultures interact and impact with
each other which makes us can not foresee the deceleration or end of the
fast development of Protestantism in China in the near future. In a sense,
it is the second impact on Chinese culture since the entrance of
Buddhism. Then, what are the reasons for the fast development of
Protestantism in rural area? As one of the pillars of western civilization,
what has Protestantism injected into Chinese traditional rural culture? In
other words, what Protfestantism advocates and practices contain which
kind of cultural concept and spirit? How has this kind of cultural concept
and spirit affected Chinese villages. At the same time, how has
Protestantism been changed?

Since 1980°s, a large number of people have converted to
Protestantism which made many scholars became very interested in
studying Protestantism and unprecedented products were born . However,
most researches belong to the field of literature, history or philosophy.
Recently, sociology of religion which pay more attention to empirical
study and field investigation is developing, but it’s still at beginning stage
in general. Led by the theology of comparative study of Chinese and
Western religions made by the scholar of literature, history and
philosophy, I try to deeply investigate and analogy rural Protestantism of
Hebei province using methods of sociology, anthropology and history.

The paper includes four parts. The first one (introduction) clarifies
some basic issues about this research. The questions are as follows: first,
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why study Protestantism? Second, why study rural Protestantism? Third,
why study Chinese rural Protestantism? After that I trace back what other
scholars’ have done, then, I introduce the research methods, finally 1
simply explain the structure of the paper. In order to make readers have a
general idea of the study, at the second part of the paper(the first and
second chapter), I introduce the object of my research. First, I trace back
the history of Protestantism in that area; Second, I describe present
situation of Protestantism in the area. The third part(the third, forth and
fifth chapter) is the core of my paper, it analyzes the object of my
research. The third chapter explains reasons of the fast development of
Protestantism in that place. Based on the analyses of other scholars’ and
Christians’, I argue that the characters of Protestantism and rural area
are important reasons for the fast development of Protestantism. The forth
chapter investigates the effects of Protestantism on rural lives. I argue that
Protestantism can renew the concepts of individuals, transfer the style of
group relationship, strike the popular religions. The fifth chapter explores
the effect of popular religions on Protestantism. I argue that Protestantism
holds on its own characters though it’s affected slightly by popular
religions. The sixth chapter describes the relationship between
government and Protestantism in that area. Base on describe the present
intensive relationship between government and Protestantism in that area,
I argue that the main reason for that is the shortage of communication
between government and Protestantism. Finally, 1 put forward my su-
ggestions about that. The forth part foresees the future of rural
Protestantism based on analyzing the chances and challenges that rural
Protestantism faces.

I argue Protestantism holds on its own characters in general during
its growing in the rural area, it injected fresh blood into rural culture
which is benefit to it. As far as the future of Protestantism is concerned, 1
argue that whatever kinds of chances and challenges Protestantism will
face the percent of Chinese Christian will not exceed 25% of Chinese
population. The main reason is that in North America many young
Chinese students and scholars are far away from their families, they work
very hard in a brand new circumstance in which Christianity is the main
religion and the church try their best to attract them. At the same time,
most of their majors are engineering or something like that which means
they are less influenced by the traditional culture. Even so, only about
25% of them are Christians among whom many of them do not go to
church.

Key words: Protestantism, rural area, China, popular religions,
relationship between government and Protestantism
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