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The evolvement of relationship between science and religion since
modern times

Zhan wei

Abstract: The relation between science and religion is a hot issue in academic
circles. it is a fact that religions persecuted scientist. But there are many other kinds of
viewpoints about it. Christianity spoke to prove that religion is the friend of science ,the
conflict in the past is just occasional. some people say that science can create
treasures ,but science will be lead to the wrong direction without religion’s guidance.
Some people say that religion is far more wise than science. religion can solve many
problems science can not. it is a good saying that religionists have been the wisdom
peak when scientist get there. there are many other sayings about it.the problem about
the relation between science and religion always perplex academic circles. I will
analyze the relation between science and religion since modern times in this paper, it is
the purpose to analyze the relation deeper, give help to them who want to study the
relation between science and religion.

There are three parts in this paper. the first part is a summarizing statement. the
meaning of science and religion are analyzed and state four frequent sayings about the
relation of science and religion: conflict. independence. dialogue. integraty in this part.
in second part, the relation in three typical periods since modern times is analyzed: the
debate about the theory of sun center or earth center in sixteen century and the early of
seventeen century; the first impetus of Newton
in eighteen century; the quarrel about the theory of revolution and the theory of God
create the world in nineteenth century. the material of conflict or fusion in these three
periods show that the relation between science and religion is complex, but the main
stream is that science becomes stronger and stronger and religion is weakened. in third
part, the new relation is analyzed in twentieth century. in past century ,science is much
stronger. The influnce of religion is weaker. in this condition, religion is changed to
adapt to science and society. some religionists want to prove that religion is always
advanced by some sayings about religion from scientists.

Science develops quickly in Christianity culture since modern times, as-a new world

view and operation way ,science since modern times is not same as religion in essence.
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but some good aspect of religion act a good role in development of science. as a kind of
religion, Christianity is conservative. so Christianity is no longer the core culture in
western. culture changes slowly, so the process of science replace religion is slow, there
are repetition in some country and in some period, but the main stream of the relation
between science and religion is that science slowly replace religion as the core culture

of western in past four hundred years.

Keywords: science religion relation history
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