
摘 要

    宗教作为一种意识形态，一直对人的社会生活和性格塑造起着潜移默化的作

用，而不同宗教间的碰撞与交流自宗教诞生之日起也从未停歇。与西方宗教相比，

中国传统文化中的宗教构成极为复杂，不像西方及其他主要外族宗教那样多为单

一宗教，前者的宗教情绪也远不如后者那样强烈。中国本土产生的主要宗教当属

儒教，儒教体现了中华民族在思想道德和生活准则上的集中反映，其对国人性格

特征也产生了深远的影响。透过美国华裔作家的笔端，儒家思想对于那些身处大

洋彼岸的华裔的影响也并不显见。而基督教对美国的政治、经济、文化都起着深

刻而广泛的作用，故而华裔在不同程度上也会受到基督教的影响。儒教与基督教

虽然本质上是两种在很多方面都有不同教旨的宗教，但是两者仍有相通、相融的

地方。在美国华裔作家尤其是美国华裔女作家的作品中就能充分地体现出这种相

互对立、相互依存的关系。

    虽然美国物质繁华，但在认同美国主流文化的同时，华裔还是会不自觉地产

生异化疏离感，从而造成一定程度上的信仰危机。而宗教就可以被看作是一种缓

冲地带，充分汲取基督教与儒教的精神可以赋予华裔以力量和智慧，对于摆脱生

存困境、缓解心态失衡起到了一定的积极作用。

    本文从阐释儒教与基督教这两种不同宗教一些主要教义出发，结合谭恩美的

《灶神之妻》、黄玉雪的《五姑娘》、任壁莲的《典型的的美国人》以及伍慧明

的《骨》这四位华裔美国女作家的作品，分析两种宗教对当代华裔社会生活、心

理构建所产生的影响与启示，剖析华裔作品中不常被研究界关注的宗教因素，以

期为美国华裔文学研究做出一点贡献。
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                                AbstraCt

    Asanideology， religionexertsitsfar.reachingimPactonman，ssociallifeand

the fon刀ationofhischaracter.Sincetbebinhofreligion，the collisionandintegration

betweendifferentschoolsneverseemstocease.取ligionPlaysafairlyimPortant role

inChinesetraditionalculturalcustomswh1chdiffersfromW七stemcultureinmany

waysllismainIybecauseofthe diversestructureofChinesetraditionalreIigion，

wlllchisulilikethemono一religionofthew七st.TheChinesereligioussPiritisfarmore

intensethan t11atofthelatter.As China，smainreligion，Confucianismisthe

concenirationofthemoralreflectionandPsychologicalwisdomoftheChinesenation

明dhasaProfoundandfar，reachingin-fluenceuPonChinesebothathOmeandabroad.

SinceAmericaisac0LIl1trydOminatedbyChristi耐ty，ChineseAlllericans findan

echoingvoiceand脚 morecloselyinvolvedwithChristiand0ctrines.C丽stihaty

明dConfucianism are basicallytwoseParatereIigions认thdifferenten1Phasis，but

t11erestillexistscon1n1unicationandunderstandingbetweenthem.Theinfiuenceof

mutual一collisionandmutual一con1b1nationhas beenil1ustratedinworksofChinese

Alnericanliteratllre田ldinparticularsomeworksofthe felnalewriters，.

    ChineseAInericans 】1avewitnessedandenjoyedthematerialrichnessofAInerica;

but theystillcan，tgetridofthefeelingofalienation叨dstrangeness.Tosomeextent

thisfeelingtendstocauseacrisisofbeliefwherereligioncan即tasabufferzone.

Embeddedthemselves诚thdeePsPiritsofChristi加tyandConfuci咖sm，Chinese

A111ericans couldbeentifledwithstrength andwisdomtogetridofthe Predicameni

Of1ifeandsonentheirPsycho1OgicalimMance·

    Thxoughthe iniroductionofsomebasicChristianandConfuciandoctrines，this

thesisintendstoana1yZetheinfluenceofthe doublereligionsasitisembodiedinthe

literarytextsoffourfemaleChineseAmericanwriters:劫lyTan，5乃eKitchenG口d含

环兮云，Jadesnowwbng，5月沪hCh认eseDaughter，Gi血Jen，sTyl庇口ZAmeriCanand

FaeMye朋eNg，sBone.itisexPectedthatmythesiscou1dmakeatiny con川bution

tothere劝肚chofChineseAmerican stodles.
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前 言

    宗教是民族共有的现象，作为哲学思想体系的一部分，处于人类文化的核心。

不同宗教间的摩擦与交流自宗教诞生之日起便从未停歇。宗教对于不同文明的影

响也是广泛而深远。

    20世纪60 年代以前，美国华裔作家的作品主要是用辩白的方式表述华人及

华人文化，与主流霸权话语隐性对抗。自20 世纪60 年代末期，美国黑人“民权

运动”的兴起从而引发了整个美国社会政治、文化生活的巨大变革。美国华裔民

族意识逐渐觉醒，美国华裔文学获得了新的发展的契机。美国华裔文学形成于美

国多元文化的人文环境中，同时也是东西方宗教影响下杂交的新品种，因而兼具

儒教与基督教的基因。一方面，美国华裔作家接受美国的教育，形成了美国主流基

督教文化的认知范式;另一方面，他们深受父辈影响对中国文化、对中国儒教的

教义有一定的了解，得以使他们的写作充分利用这一背景优势，以独特的儒家文

化为创作视角和主题意蕴，以强烈的异质性和独特的风格成为美国主流文化的讨

论话题。可是尽管许多华裔作家己经成功打入美国的主流文化，可他们仍时常会

不自觉地产生与主流文化的疏离感、异化感。产生这种微妙的心态是因为他们的

特殊身份使他们的话语系统既不完全等同于西方社会，又与中国本土大相径庭。

就像中国文化形象在许多华裔美国文学中的再创造、再构建一样，对于博大精深

的儒家精神的理解，这些华裔作家难免会存在片面不实之处，这其中有很多复杂

的原因，其中之一是因为华裔自身因为家庭演变，历史、教育等原因，对儒教的

了解常常是以“道听途说”或家庭长辈口耳相传的叙说方式来间接接触儒家的教

义。而中国在西方人的心中，留下的印象往往是闭关锁国，思想狭隘，有些整个

民族千人一面的感觉。但从严格意义上来说，儒教并不能算得上是一种宗教，但

它却具有宗教的特色。更多的时候儒教是站在哲学的高度教授人如何待人处事。

因此，西方人对中国的片面理解常常对会波及华裔，影响其正确全面的理解儒家

思想。

    儒教与基督教各为中西方文明的两大根基，各自兴盛已有两千余年.虽然说

两种宗教追求的根本目标各不相同，儒家思想的终极目标可以归纳为修身齐家治

国平天下，而基督教作为一种出世的哲学，其宗旨则是追求永生，在现世则以耶



稣为榜样，爱自己爱别人，追求与神的无限接近。而作为一种指导人的生活、树

立正确理念的宗教，儒家的观念在很多方面与基督的教义都有相似之处。例如“三

纲五常”发端于儒家的早期思想，是儒家对伦理道德、家庭关系等方面人所应该

遵循的基本规定，可其对于国人的影响却十分深刻而广泛。而圣经里也相似地教

导人民 “在上有权柄的，人人当顺服他。凡拒抗掌权的，就是拒抗神的命令。”

(罗马书13:1，2)在家庭关系上，儒家倡导女性要遵循“三从四德”，而圣经

里也有相似的表述“男人是女人的头，”(哥林多前书11:3)“男人不是为女人

造的，女人乃是为男人造的。”(哥林多前书11:9) 而父母与子女关系上，儒教

倡导“父慈子孝”的家庭伦理道德规范。赡养父母是子女应尽的道德义务，是对

父母养育之恩和抚育之情的报答;另一方面，儒家要求父母慈爱子女，把子女视

为自己生命的一部分。而在基督教教义中，对于子女孝顺父母也曾作为重要的命

令列在十诫当中。又如儒家对于人与神的关系提出“君子有三畏:畏天命，畏大

人，畏圣人之言”;而基督教也强调人“要敬畏主与君王。”(篇言24:21)作为

儒家核心教义的仁爱和“天人合一”的思想，与基督教的博爱和“天下一家”的

宗旨都有相近共通之处。

    一种教义，一种理论在另一文化系统中的作用，同它在母体环境中的作用是

不一样的，有时甚而连原意也会变形。因此即使有时在华裔作品中，“中国形象

与中国文化”可能会发生不同程度上扭曲，儒家思想的社会功能也被过度理想化

或丑化。而这种转化实际是根据他们的语言和心理，根据他们接触的新的文化的

思维方式来进行的。这种“西化”或“欧化”，有时不能简单地看成是对儒家思想的

曲解，而是他们站在西方基督教文化的价值系统中，对儒家思想的一种蒸馏。在

这一过程中，很有价值的一点是，儒家思想作为他者被观察和被投射，这种被观

察的意义非常重要。唯有如此，才能更好地理解儒家的思想精髓。

    本文从阐释儒教与基督教这两种不同宗教一些主要教义出发，结合四位华裔

美国女作家的作品，分析两种宗教对当代华裔社会生活、心理构建所产生的影响

与启示，梳理出华裔在应对生活困境、摆脱思想困顿时可供选择的一个缓冲地

带一一儒教与基督教的教义。著名美国华裔女作家谭恩美的《灶神之妻》是关于

一个年长的华裔女性移民向深受美国文化滋润的女儿讲述被夫权压迫，失去自我

与尊严的一段历史。在母亲与女儿得以最终沟通的表面形式下，是作家试图用会



说英语的中国神仙“莫愁”与代表美国基督教个体文化的女儿进行沟通的尝试。

而在早一辈华裔女作家黄玉雪的代表作《五姑娘》一书中，玉雪的父亲深受基督

教教义的影响，突破儒家女性无须并且无权受教育的教条，为玉雪提供了受教育

的机会，同时给玉雪灌输了博爱等基督教的思想，为玉雪的个人成长发挥了积极

的引导作用。新生代女性华裔作家任壁莲在其奠基之作《典型的美国人》中更是

成功地塑造了一位神的使者的形象，张家的大姐特里莎。每一次在拉尔夫一家遇

到大麻烦，濒临绝望无助的深渊时，特里莎都会像守护神一样悄然出现，帮助拉

尔夫解决困难，共渡难关。而姐弟之间的关系更是本书的一大出彩之处。传统的

儒家思想一直强调男性在家庭中的主导作用，即使身在大洋彼岸，拉尔夫也时刻

强调他是一家之主并且总在努力维持他是“家里的头”的地位，而对于总时无私

爱护、帮助自己的姐姐特里莎，拉尔夫也总是以怨报德。在弟弟拉尔夫深受金钱

至上的物质主义的影响、做着空洞的美国发财梦就要落入无底深渊时，特里莎更

是凭借牲牺自己的生命的善举来唤醒拉尔夫的良知，为拉尔夫得到宽恕、救赎自

己创造了条件。而神再一次彰显了他的奇异恩典，小说结尾特里莎奇迹般的苏醒

可以看作是最好的例证。对于基督教与儒教对华裔生活的影响，伍慧明的成名之

作 《骨》之中也有多处涉及。

    总的来说，在中国人与人的关系中，呈现出的是一种自然关系。人们之间最

基本的自然关系是血缘关系，而血缘关系又常常通过等级关系来具体划分，这就

构成了儒家文化人际关系的基础。而在基督教的教义中，强调的是一种个人平等，

最大化实现个人利益这样一种关系。因此对于生活在美国的华裔，如何找到这两

种关系之间的切入点，实现这两种关系间的有机平衡就显得尤其重要。这些在美

国土生土长的华裔，与中国文化的联系基本都是通过父辈甚至祖辈对往事的追忆

和其他间接的渠道建立起来的。他们与生俱来的中国血统和父母潜移默化中传授

给他们的儒家文化和思想使他们不可能像普通的美国人那样来看待东方和中国;

同样，由于其在美国出生成长，他们也不可能像中国人或其父辈那样去理解儒家

文化，参悟儒家思想。而在这两种宗教对他们的影响与作用间找到平衡点，充分

汲取基督教与儒教的精神，华裔才会有足够的勇气和充足的智慧，去努力摆脱生

存的困境、缓解心态的失衡。





ChaPterllnt门ductiou

A.ChineseAmericans，Inheritanceof砒ligiou

    To mostChinese，religionismorelikeasubconsciousobligationwhichthey

haveembeddedwithintheirmakeuP.Theymaynotbeabletoclearlyunderstand

religionsordistil1gtllshamongdifferentreligiousschools，butdtletothe kindof

au1horityreligionhashadinChinaforU10usandsofyears;ithasbecomeaninherlted

ChinesetraditionConfuci耐smhasbeenadominant Chinesereligionforalongtime

whichundoubtediyhasplayedanimportant roleinformingChinesecharacteraDd

inIluencing Chinesebehavior，anditstillexertsa云班‘reaching”刀Pactonoverseas

Chinese.SuchasinsomeclassicalConfi1ciandOctrine凡itishighiye刀IPhasizedon

conirollinghuman，sofemotions，formingfiillObediencetoauthorityal1dbringing

honorstotheirancestors.Thefamiliesandsocietyare emP11asizedmorethanthe

individ喇.Asa勺，icalConfuciangolden司e，toac址eveharnlollyispracUcedand

welcomedbymostrelativeconserv ativefirstgenerationChineseAlnericans.TO

achieveharn1onyisnotmerelyapPlicableinkeePinguPstabilityofthefal111lylifebut

alsoinstrucIivetomaintai11thesociall1an11ony.hiordertoattainthisroIe，itneeds

neinthesociety todefine田1dProPeriyunderstandtheirroleinthesociety，and

tobebaveoneself.ThatPartlyinte印retswhy“goldenmean’，isregardedas

themostimP。找ant oftbeCbineseandwhyChinesearehabitoa1tobe

worldiyW ISe明dkeePtheirsafe Positionindaily1ife.

SinCeC扮nese.Ame havelivedont】lelandwhere modem

cuhurehasprofoundChristian Christi面tyhasgraduallybecomean

1团uentialrehgiontothemaswell:

Inreceniyears，Chinesein1mlgrantshavebeenconve riingto

Christianity

Americ田15

at g]1 aggresslVespeed.Nearlya而rd ofChinese

nowa廿endchurch，comParedwiththesmallfractlonthat

did50ye即rsago.Inthe 别”netime云aJ的e，the numberofChinese

in lhe Stateshasgrown from66tomorethanl，000.

1lle」nCre习se ln

United

ch址Cb comes。atatime，wh比 Chinese



are amongthelargestandfastestgrOwinge让田IcgrouPsintheUS.In

the Past，man yChinesein1I1ugrantshavecometoAmerica雨比。uta

      commitmeni to areligion.Historically， Christianity hasbeen

      st1gmatizedinChinesecultureasarelicof认lestemin1Perialism。“one

      moreChristian，one lessChinese，，’wasan oldsayingdirectedat

      Chineseconverts.Now， as increasingnun1bersofChinesebuild

      c】lurches，they，vebecomePart 0farevitaliZation0fAmerican

      CMstianitywi而ntheimm igr出ltgrouPs.(Phuong，IAPril，2006).

    InChristianitytheseChineseAmericanshavefoundanechoingvoice，asortof

strengthwhichtlrgespeoPletofacetheharshrealitywithoPtimism.Christianity

affirmsindividual resPonsibility;itelnPhasizesthe individual，sresPollsibilitytothe

conunum tyaswell.Christiandoctrinesalsostressthatitisesse11tialandindispensable

foreveryonetoloveothersunselfishlyandunc onditionalIy，nomattertheyare 伍ends，

佃nilymem bers，即的iesorstrangers.Goldcan，tbePure andnobodyisPerfect.

Facing human，scarelesswro ng doingsormisdeeds，Christlanltyencourages

hlllll肛永indtoconfessandrePent withsincerityandtruthfulness.onlythrougllsincere

alldtrutllful confession，human couldrelieve tI1eirPsychoIogicalburdenandbe

rescuedbyGod，smercy.Inaword，ChristianitybringsaneWwayforChinese

Americans toc0Pewiththeirlife，stroublesandeasetheircrisisofsPiritualbelief.

B.ResearchActualityandtheWritingPurposeofThisThesis

Amongthe bigl为11lllyofAmericanliterature，ChineseAmericanbranchisstilla

new幻。emberembeddedwithenerge6cvigo乙Itdoesnot加火etoolollg for

Americanhteraturegoesthroughitsearlyunnoticeds扭tein加present

prosPerousPhase.“介dav，almosteverymonih，awonderfulnewbook场anAsian

American，15训blished.⋯，，，MaxlneHong儿ngston，oneofthemostfamousChinese

w对terhavesun1marizedcurrentChineseAl11erican w哟ting’s

.Tbes柱吐eofprOsPerityatthe Samet1meinpeIsthe research

flourishing

onChinese

AmericanliteraturetogainInCreasmgattention.ItisInSPinngto l玉ndthattherea工ea

largenumberof 阴dPaperscomP1etedthattakeChineseAn1ericanlitera1泊re
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astheirresearchfocus yearbyyear.D如ngthePast twodecades，themajorconcerns

ofChineseA刀1ericanstod1esrQa1nlycenteronthesearehofidentity，the conflicts

betweenthetwocultures，viewsonillterracialmarriage，thegenerationgapandthe

PursuitoftheAmericandreametc.ThesemajorconcemshavePromotedthe 加rther

develoPn1entofChineseAmerican 1itera相retoagreatextent.However， tojudge

ChineseA」11ericanliteraturebyitsquantityandqualityinarationalandsubjective

way;theresultisahit角Istratingandless thanidealChineseAmericanl11eratureis

stillbeing

techniques

treatedastheI1ewmemberoftheliterarycircleSomeofthethemesand

conlposedbytbe节江ltersare similartoconventionalliterature，andthat

directlyaffectsthe audlence，saPPetite.MeanwllileeventhoughsomeChinese

American writersare reco酗zedbythemainstrealn culttlre，ChineseAmerican

writingstillsuffersmarginalizeddiscriminationormisunderstanding.ThisisinsPite

ofthe factthatChineseinun igrantsconstitutenearly30Perceniofthetotal

imnu grantstothe USoverthePast twodecades.TO acertainextent，this

marginalizationofChineseAmericanliteratureisbecauseitisco而nedmainlyto

novelsandbyc0mParisonlittleP0etryordr田11aiswntten·

    ChineseAI11ericanliteratUrehasundergone aboomingPeriodsincethebeginning

ofthe l980s，notonlyinscholarlyresearcha11dtl1euniversitycurriculum butalsoin

此 varietyofliterarycreationsandexPerimenis.W】1llecertainconcems田ldthemes

Persistmore OPeningshave developedforvariouskindsofliteraryexPlorati0nsof

1del1tity Politicsandcultura1exPression.HoweverreadingChineseAmerican

literatUreofleninvo1vesaPerpetua1ProcessofquestioningandnegOtiatingamong

d1fferent Chinese cultrlra1traditionsandAmerican civilizat1on.Therea了edilferent

versionsofhistoriograP】ly.differentlmmigrantexperiencesandthereadingProcessis

therebyaProcessofcrossing racialborders，culture，lallgtlage，genderandreligion.

ThisProcessisinter汤’oventl1roughanintricatere1ationshiPofPower ，donlinance，and

subalternresistance.

    llmustbecl如五edthatalthOughPasts加dlestbroughv硕叨spe招Pectiveshave

discussedn1anyoutersPecialtieseI1dowedinChineseAmerioanliteral泊re;thisthesis

15勿nomeansasill〕PlerePetitionofwhatbasbeendonebefore.naims toexaJ刀Ine
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明djustifytherootsPiritofChineseAlnerican 叭厅iting fromapossiblynew

persPective.Nanlely，inrelationtothecollision田ldintegra红皿be扣以℃enChastianity

andConfucianismthatisembodiedin1heworksofafewfemaleChineseAmerican

认庄iters.Thereisnointentiontodiscussinanovera11wayhowthesetw0PhilosoPhies

interminglewitheachother，butbymakinganinquIry1n10some keydOctrinesaJ1d

disPI盯 theinterfusionofsemi一unlfiedandsemi一oPPositerelationshiPsbetween

CMstianityandConfuci俪sm.ResidinginAInericaahigh deve1oPedsociety，

ChineseAmericanshavewituessedands11aredtheboomingbuoyantmaterial

civilization.However，mostofthemunconsciouslyacquireaPeculiarfeelingof

alienationandstraI1genessintheirattitUdetowar dsAmer1caandChina.SPirittlally，

Christi耐tyandCon儿ci丽smalsoinfluenc etheirout1ookofthewor]dor山eirway

oflifedifferentl丫T】1roughananalysisoftheconflictandintegrati0nbetweenthetwo

religions比a1embodiesinsomefemaleChineseAmericanwriters，works，itistofind

hawreligiousdOctrinesinfluenceChineseAI11ericans，dailyroutinelife.Religionis

neverfaraWayfromhLIl11anbeinganditisinstructiveandbeneficialforbun1anto

form aProPeroutlook.TheProtag0nistsenrichthemselvesby absorbing some

me翻ng创andeducationaldoctrines，inthe meantime;theygetstrength andcourage

basedonthe accumulationofsPiritsofC俪sti耐tyandConfuci咖smindeali飞with

toug】1s1tuationssuchastheircrisisofbelieforsearchforself-identity.Thefom1ation

ofsuchki耐 ofbun七rzone isbeneficialtoreIieve C11ineseAmericans，te口sionsand

createahannoniousenvirollnlent.ltisexPectedthatbasedonthisnewaPProachat

least somesmallcontributions can be madetothe stUdyofChiI1ese

lilerature.

Thlsthesis硒llbedivided intofour Ch叩terlisanlntroductionAbrief

Coll允cia们田ldCM stiall willbePresentedinChaPterll.hi

111，t】1eauthorattemPtstoglveananalysisofthecollisionandcol11binat1on

betweenChristianityandConfucianismandthe relevantinfluencesembodiedinso幻。e

Imer.
份nl日le 八刀lerican脚哟ters，WOrkS.MeDarebom aS

thoroughconfessionandredeemof而slife，s明汀ongdoings，mencanreeeiVe

God，sforgivenessandberescuedfromtheirsufferingsthereby. InJadeSn0、v



尸沪儿Chlnes eDa别ghter，AmyTall，5角eKitchenGod兮峨斥，GishJen’s乃夕ical

Amerlcan 山ldFae MyenneNg，sBOne，allthesefemaleChineseAmerican

pr0tagonistsbodilybearstr0ngConfuciansigns.Dwelli飞inthe societysurro unded

初thabundant Christiandoctrines，theyform aclosetouch倾thChristianitylittleby

little.C俪stiandoctrineshelPthemtodiscovertheirown valueofexistenceasan

individualnotasan aPPending belong.Theyattaintheirsalvationthroug】ltheir

accunuI1ationofkl10w1edgeandself-cultivation.hissaidl】latonlyt】lrough

confessingtoGod，11umancouldgetPeacefulmindandberescuedthereb丫TOmost

ChineseAlllericans，theyinterprettheProcessofconfessi0ninacombinedway，they

notonlyconfessvethallybutalsoinano介verbalway，thatmeanseventhough

confessingtoGodisinsePerable，theycouldalsochoosetoconfesstotheirfaInily

members soastofulfilltheir印ecialconfessionexPectingtheirsalvationLoveis

ano therkeyChristian doctrine andthisiswelcomedandembracedbyChinese

Alnericans.Asthe Christiandoctrineacclaims“GodisLOVE，，，(Jolm4:16)herelove

isequaltoagapelovewhichhasextendedbodilyEros即toa瓦ghlevelthatlstolove

solnebo勿regard hisorhersocialclassificationoreconomicstatus.Nevertheless，to

ChineseAmericans，love notonlyincludesGOd，slovebutalsoc0l1tainsfami1yloveor

50一calledhun1anIovethatishighlystressedinConfuciandoctrines.Inthe Kitchen

Go介w诉and乃，icalAmerlcan ，WbentheProtagonistsfacesome seVeredi伍culties

ordilenlmas，differenityPeoflovesustainthemtOliveon andfight offallthe

misforiunes，ChaPterlVisthe generalconcluSionofthisthesis.



ChaPterIIBriefDoctrinesofChristianity andConfucianism

A.SomeBasicChristianDoctrincs

1.TheDeityandHumanityofChrist

  ChristianityisafuI1dame ntalPhilosoPhywhichhaspresidedoverthe0ccidentals

formanydecades.C城sti画tyseekspart1ciPationintheaffairsoftheworldby

emPhasizing human，sroleinthislifethatcouldlay asolidfoundationfor their

叭eriifeChristianitysig垃fiesthe inequalitybetweentheveneratedobject(God)and

the self-humb1ingl1uI11anbeingGOdistheouly8upremeBeing.Heishol%eternal，

omniscieni，omniPresentandomm POteni.Theyare allcoetemalandofthe same

nature.ThereisoneGodexisU昭as廿ireeentities:TheFat】ler，the s叽 阴dtlleHoly

SPirit.Eachiscoequal，co一owerfulandcoetemalwiththe other‘Withoutthe

coexistenceofthetl让eeelementsthereisnoGod，allcomPrisetheoneGod.Thereis

OulyoneGodinallexistence.Wllys州ngGodPossesseshunl翻tyisbecauseGodis

holy田ld01llniscient.0ulyGodcouldsacrificeHis0wnlifesoastoatOneforthe sins

ofthewnrid，thisisHisDeityandholiness.AndGodiswilling tosendHissonjesus

totastealldexPeriencehumanbeing，ssuffering，thisisHishum耐ty.Jesusisthe

onlymediatorbetweenGodandhuman “He advancedin初sdomandstaturealldin

几、。rwithGodandhunlan.，，(LukeZ:52)Asahulllan，Jesusisthe sametousinevery

resPectexcePt sinandtheconsequencesofsin.Likeanyhuman beingbomwith

bloodandflesh，JesusexPerienceslove，jo又sormwandanXiety;HeisaisotemPted

onceforawhile.Facingthe socialinjusticeortrOublesomelivingsituation，Heis

comPassionate，symPatheticandismovedwithindignationt0wardshumen，ssuffering;

Heisangry)grievedandexperlencedagonyinthemean time.Heshares诫thhumen，5

suffering，“HeoffersPrayersandsuPP1icationswithstrongcryIngandtoars.，，(Heb6:7)

Cbrist，having takenh切的annat切re，“atruebody andareasonablesoul，，，into

indissolubleunion初thHisDeity， name lyh切mannaturecouldneve rbes叩肛以ed

丘。mHisDeity. Christ’shumanity从七ichnever hadaPersonality1ndependentofthat

ofthe sonofGOdforonemom ellt.Christ，sdeatbswas notthe seParationofHis

bumannal泊re斤omHisD1vinenaturebutthe seParat1onofHis“reasonablesou l，，
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fromHis‘、田ebody，，andnever、veretheyseParatedfromHisDivinity.Hishuman

朋加rewas noteq喇 toHisDivi朋naturebutalw习ysrernainedinthelwodistinct

naturesT】1ehuman natureofC11r1stcan neverattaintotheinfinitewisdom ofHis

Divine nature.

2.Human，sDePravedNatU代andTheirNeedofsalvation

    Humanwassaidtobeoriginallyn1adePure andwitl1outsin，andhumanwas

createdinthe而ageofGod.WhenAdam andEverebelledatGod，swillbyeatingthe

forbiddenfruit，hulnan，ssinisturneduP.Since thenon，“Allhavesinnedandfallen

sllortofthe gloryofGod.，，(Romans3:23).Here，sinisnotequaltocr而e.Human

mightnoteven fee1guiltysincegui1tisnotafee】Ingbutajudicialreality.Human is

sinfulbecauseofhilnlan，sdisobedienceofGod，swill，thatisPartlyinterpretwlly

C丽stiannybelievethathum助isbornasanunforgivablesinnerAndthatdirectly

affectsllulnan，safterlifeaccordingtoChristiandoctrinesTl1ereforehumanisinneed

ofGod，ssalvationurgentlyandthatcanbegrantedt】甘oughGod，smercy“Hesaved

us，notbecauseofrighteousthingswehaddone，butbecauseofHismercy，，(Titus3:5)

SalvationisagiftfromGOd;itcannotbeearnedbygoodworksorbaptism(anactof

obediencethatsymbolizesonescorn〔nltment toGod)，butbyfaith.“Ifyouconfess

withyourmouth，‘JesusisLord，，andbelieveinyourheaI’tthatGodraisedhimfrOm

the dead，youwillbesaved.，，(ROlllanslo:9)ltisnotdifficulttoullders加叮dwhy

Christi面tyattachesgreati娜ort田Iceonh叨man’sfaithinGod.Spirituallycloseto

Christiandoctrinescanhuman叮)Prehendjesus，saCrificeisforatoninghuman，ssin，

HisresurrectionsisseenasGod，the Fal山erlssealofaPProvalonthatlife，了比。ugh

Jesus，self-sacrifice，HisgenerosityisPresentedtoh叨m叽thushumanshouldlistento

God，swordsandwillandrePent andredeemforhis0rherwro ngdoings.Human

couldberescuedand罗thisorhersalvationbyfollowingsincererepentanceand

confession.

    TheChristianviewoflifeisoneofoPt加ism.TheChristianfalthencourages

peoP1etoservethefamiIv，the society，thenationandthew0r1dat1arge.Theyfeelthat

themoretheyserve themoretheycanglorifyGodandgetclosertosPiritua1sa1vat1on.
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Thislife，sPr0Perbe】laviorscloselyconnecttoafterlife，ssituation.GOdlove sthe

woildthatHecreatesandassignsHisonlysonJesus tothe woridwithanaimtosave

humanfrOmfallinginiothes1nfu1abyssTherefore，“whoeverbelieveinHimshould

notPerishbuthaveeternallife”(John3:16).“SuchalifeisnotPhysical，orcamal，

desiresofflesh;itisSPirituallifeandcomesfromGod.，，(Jolml:12一13).“Suchlifeis

notobtainedafterdeath，butbeginsinthe Presentworld，whenhumanisbom against

injesus.，，(Johns:13).SuchlifeisagiftfromGod，smercyandaimstoovercomesin，

andstrengthenthe PreviousfeeblesPirituallifeinsteadofkeePingwiththedesireof

thefleshsuchlifeish山11an，scomm unicationwithGodandthe SPiritua1foundation

ofone，ssa】vation.

3.God，sUnconditionalAgaPeLovc

    “Godislove，，(Jolm4:8)rr】11sdoesnotmeant】latone ofG0d’sattributesislove;

butthatHe isloveandthereforeeveryt11inge1seaboutHha andHisactsmustbe

understoodinthe contextofthislove.Thegreateststumbli雌 blocktounderstand

God，sloveisourown llumanelove.Christianitybelievestbatbyitisinaccura把即d

imProPerbyProjectinghumanidealsofloveontoGod.Bydoing而5，God，slove

willbereducedtoallumanlevel;thatwill1eadtomisrePreseniGodandalsodist0rt

珑ssavinggraceinChrist.SPeakingofChristianlove，itisanotherPointneededtobe

ullderstoodinChristiandoctrines.inourmodemlanguage，‘Iove，，thesingleword，

can，tcoverthe original meaningof‘love’0riginatedinthe Christiandoctrines.Inthe

NewTestament，thereare atleastfourwordschosen totellofdivine and】luman

love.及。馆eisusedtodescribefa1nilyloveorloveforone，sown relatives;Phileois

usedtoconv盯af]免otionatelovebetweentw0loversorak1ndofbrotheriylove ;公口‘

isanobscurewordanditscollullonme俪ngislovebetweenthe oppositesexes，itis

called as“heaveulyeros”(Platonic love).Erosisdefinedasakindoflovedetaching

oneselffroms即sual andmaterialis桩cinterests，GenerallysPeak访9，hum胡elove

恤avenlyerosorPhileo)ischaJlgeable，conditional andthereforerec1Procal.ft

needsarouSinganddependson0utWardbeautyorgoodness.When侃sh.mane love

isprojectedontoGod，itconvertsthe召osPelintolegali瀚orconditionalgoodne认Isor
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goodadvice.ItthenimPliesthatbumanmustdOsomethinggoodbeforeGodcansave

orevenlistentohim.Humane loveatitsverybest(heaveulyeros)isself-seeking.W已

are bynatureegocentricandthereforeeveryt11ingwe doisPoIIutedwithseIf-loveor

selfishness.“W匕are allslavestoourown way.，，(lsaiah53:6)“Consequentlyallof

uswithoutexcePtionfallshortofGod，sgloryor沛9即e’love.，，(Romans3:23)Inlhe

contrary，agapeloveisusedtomean loviDg others witho以asel五shmotiveGod，5

lovetowardseveryonealiveissuchsortofunc onditional 鲍apelovelnconirastto

ourearthlylove，God，slove(阅多矽e)isinvariable，unconditionalandtherefore

sPontaneous God，sloveisindePendeniofbuman，sgoodnessorself-worth.ltisfor

面sreasonthe Bibleclearlytellsthatmax水Indissavedbygracealone一undeserving

0ruIUneritedofa11yfaV0r.Buthulnan，sIoveisthe VeryoPP0siteforitisseIf-giving.

“ForthisreasonC断stdidnotclingtoHisequality初ththe Father，butemptied

HimselfandbecameGod，sslave，obedielltulltodeath，eventhedeat】lofthecross.，，

IPhiliPPiansZ:6一8]Jesus’self-sacn ficegivesagoodcon1P硕sonbet认吧enhuman

love田ldGOd，sagapelove.AllHiseart111ylifeChristdemonstratedGod，5‘‘心叩e’

love.Jesuslivedforthebenefitofot】lers;HeactuallybecamePoorforoursakesthat

we‘，throughHisPoveny而ghtbe五cb.”(Corinthianss:9)God，sloveisnotsel向ove

butakindoflovethatProducedin11uman，sindwellingsPirit.oulythrollghhulllan，5

sincerefaith助dsPirituallydraw1ngnearthe distallce

lovecanbeaPPrehendedand即Preciatedaccordingly.

Godandman，God，5

B.SomeBasicConfucianPrinciPles

1.TheTh代eCardinalGuid韶audtheFiveConstantVirtues

TheceI1tralthemeinConfilc1anism ist卜atofrelationshiPsandthediffering

arlslng丘0mthedifferenistatusone holdsinrelationto others.Individualsa工e

heldtos加ultaneouslystandindifferent

Confuci耐sm regardst】lethreecardlnal

degreesofrelationshiP袱thdiffereniPeoPle.

加desandthe fivecons加叮tvirtuesasthe

ne lnconsti加lingthe socialandethicaln.aole认勺rk.丁七et知险ecardina】guides

are:the Ruler卿desthe subje改the father娜desthe son，助dthe husband如desthe

wife.Thefivecons忱山tvinuesare:悦nevolence(humanlty)，righteousness，



wisdomandfidelity. Genera11ySPeaking，Chinesesocietyisabigkil1shiPfal11iIywith

strictlyrar水edpartitions.Ev呷one，eve汀几milyhasapositioninthissequenceof

kinshiPrank.Accordingtoone，spositioninthe丘旧lilyhierarc h苏one，ssocialstatusis

decidedaccordingl丫Thetl甘eecardinal即idesregulatethenormalorderamongsocial

members;human，sPOwervariesduetodifferentsocialr歇水sThefiveconstant virtues

therebyPutforwardthe moralandethicalreqlIestsfOreve仃onetoobe丫Thesemoral

PrinciPleslocatedindailycustomsandtraditionsare reinforcedthIougheducation.

Confilci璐，socialPhilosoPhylargelyrevolvesarouI1dtheconcePt ofbenevolence，

comPassionorlovi吧others.Suchconcemfor0thersisdemol1stratedthroug11the

practiceofformsoftheGoldenRLlle:“Whatyoudonotwishforyourself，dOnotdo

toothers广，(Confucius，选胆迫丝，Chap12)Subjectingoneselftoritualdoesnotmean

suPpressingllulnan，sdesires，but insteaditmeansleaminghowtoreconcile11ul1〕an，5

owndesireswiththeneedsoftheirfami1yandcommu nity0nthehumanlevel，allare

bomintothe wor】dinarelati佣toourparen tsandthe socialworld.That抬the reason

wh)Confucianism concemsmostlythehan刀。垃Zationofahunlanbeing，srelations

初thhisfello、vmen.oneoftlle~ nconcernsofConfuci丽smisthemeaningofthe

socialorderandtheme耐llgofhumanexisteneetherein.inCon加cianism，alifein

hannonymustbefirInlyrelatedtoa1ifeofvirtue.Vlriueisseenasbothtbeexcellence

ofnaturalhumanabilities.ldthe hannoniZationofh切旧anrelationshiPs.obligationis

considerednecessaxyasit加IPstoformandachievevlrlue.Con允ciuscllerishedsuch

vlrtuesaswisdomhumannessandbravery. ConfiIci翻sm stronglystressesan

indivldual，sresPonsibilityasrighteousne ssWhenitconfonnstothe goldenrules·

WheneverhumaJlcomesintotlleworid，theresPonsibilityaccomPaniesheorshefor

the entirelife，朋dmostlythe resPonsibilityistowardsthe fami1y，the comm unityand

the wh01esociety.Co刊兔clhasmdoesnotvalueanindiVidllal，sresPonsibilitytowards

oneselfthewayChristianitydoes.Co刊比ci如smregardsbothlifeanddeath asa

resPonsibilitytosociety，the fimdamenia1concePtoftheConfucianview oflifeand

death，15“[llife助ddeal五are detennined勿 几tewealthaJldnobleness，are

detennlned勿 beaven，”(C0刊比cius，也坦丝坦 ChaP.12)there勿 Confucl耐sm

e功phasizingliferatherthandeath.SinceC0nfiJcianismlays more empbasisonthe
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resPonsibilityinhuman，slifetime，

broadersense，lheconcePtof”fe’，

itpayslessattent1ontotheworldafterdeath.hia

shouldbe ts改enastheessenceof“benevolence，，.

Chineseare generallyinharInOnywithnature

to“awethemandateofHeaven，，(Confucius，

becauseoftheirbeliefssuchastheneed

鱼鱼迪业，Ch即.16)andthenecessityto

bebenevolentregardingofeveryth1ngunderHeavenal1donEarthasanintegralunity.

2.FivePrinciPalRelationshiPsofConfucianism

    Con允cianisl11istheessenceofChinesecu1ture.Confucianism s姗ssesthe

imPoriaI1cetoIiveinaProPerwayduringthis1ife.Confilcianismbelieves thatPeoPle

becauseoftheirnature，desiretoliveint】leco幻IPanyofotherpeoPle，thatis，inthe

society.ItisonlyinsocietythatPeoPlereachtheir彻lestdeveloPment.Therefore，it

isil11portant forPeoPletokn0whowtoProPerlybe11avethemselvesinthesociety，

whichmeans，understandingtheirrelations俪th otherpeOPle.Accordingto

Confuci耐sm，eachPersonhasasPecificPlaceinsocietyandcertaindutiestofulfill.

Coll九ciushaPedthat，ifPeOPleknewwhatwas exPectedofthem，theywouldbehave

correctl丫夕r】lerefore，hesetuPfivePrinciPalrelationshiPsinwhichmostPeoPleare

involved.Theserelationshipswere(1)Rulerandsubject;(2)j乞ther田ldson;(3)the

elderandtheyounger;(4)husband田ldwife;(5)伍endand衍end.AllexcePtthelast

invoIvethe aut11orityofonePersonoveranother.POwer andtherightto耐ebelongto

suPeriorsoversubordinates;比atis，toolderPeoPleover扣ungerpeOPle，tomenover

women.EachPersonhastogiveobedienceandreSPecttohisorhersuPeriors;the

wifetollerhusband，thesontohisParents，alldtheyoungerbrothertothe older

brother.ThesuPer1orhasalovingandcaringresPonsibilitytothe inferior，andthe

1nferiorisobligatedtofollow the superior，sorder.Filialpiety isoneofthe most

distinctiveandimPortantPhenomenawh1chmakestheChinesecivilizationdiffereni

fromthatofAmerica.AsametaPhysicalideaofmoraiconsciousnessreligionand

philosoph又Chinesefilialpi砌belongs，inthenaxrow sense ，toacate即叮of印iritual

ormoralculture.lffilialPiety isconsideredinthehistoricalcon1ext，orasapolitical

resultandsocialextensio几itbeIongsinthebroadersenseofcuItUra1develoPIl1ent.

T五eoriginalsenseoffiliaiPietyinc1udesworshiPing ancestry， reP盯ingforefathers，
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bearingchi1drenandPr0creatinglifetoconiinuethefal111lyline.FiliaiPlety、，as

chan罗dbyConfoci和n1SrQfromtheoriginalreligiousandPhilosoPhicalsense

toaPurely Sense religiousmoralsgavewayto角mily

ethical

morals.In

Chinesetraditionalculture，filialPietyisa姗 ting一uPon一Parenis idea，whlch

waSthenormandPracticeofeverydaylife.Itwasalsoanidea，whichembodiedthe

senseofresPectingancestry，pursui嗯the etemalnatureofPa打iarchyandhumanistic

religion.Moreover，the concePtoffilialPietyreflectsthePhilosoPhicalsenseof

protectingandcherishingthelifeoftheChinesePeOPle.Atthesametime，filialPiety，

asakindoflovecreatedfrOmthe bottomofhuman，sheart，itisthesPlritualbasis

uPonWhichChinesetraditional societyandreIationshiPsdeveloP.Fili习Pietyforms

tbefol，ndntionoftraditional Chineseeducationbecause thecoreoftrad1tional

educationismoraleducation.ThisemPhasizesthe ethicaleducationonwhichsociety

isbasedtherebycultivatingfiliaichildren，loyalofficials田lddocilePeoPle.That

educationalsoPr0tectsfeudaigovemanceandProvidessocialstabilityleadingto

widelyllannonioussociali五ngalldPoliticizededucation.

l2



ChaPterIIICollisionandCombinationBe幻斗cenChristiauityandCoufuciauism

asEmbodiedinthe、军心r七 ofFourFemaleChineseAmericanWriters

A.Wdmeu，ssalvationtb邝ughEducation

    L主fe孟5几Iloftoilalldhal.dshiPsandtheC腼stian doctrinesstresshuznan’5

su月殆r1ngduetohisunforgivableoriginalsin.HuanattainssalVationthroughmaking

hisorherconfessionofPietytoGOdandsbowinghisorherfaithintheeXpectationof

receivingGod，sforgiveness.WithCollfilcl耐sm，asahuman一centeredPhilosoPhv， it

maiuly holdsanoptimisticviewtowardhilInan，slife.Throughself-cultivationan〔1

self-elevation，human can relievehisorhermisfortunetosome extent Here，the

imPortantroleofeducationiselevatedtoahighPosition.BothChristianityand

ConfucianismemPhasizel】1efiu1ctionofeducating oneselforthewhoIesociety’5

educationItisnecessarytoPointoutt】1atC0nfuciandOctrinesmaiulyentitle0uly

mentoenjoytheright ofeducationsinceedlIcationistheWaytosuccess，the wayto

wealthandthe w盯toPower.Familylifeisviewedasakindoftrai垃nggroundand

theadultsinthe细ni1yare resPonsibleforeducatingtheirchi1dren.Thosewhoare of

t11eiI1feriorclassshouldalsoseekollteducationasawaytoelevate themselves.

Cold汕ciusbelievedthatthe society sl10u1dbegoVemedbyresaonab1ehun1anwith

humnanesensibilitiesandnotmerelybythePassionsofindividua1sorarbitrari1y

emPoweredbyheredltarystatus.Thatidealcouldbeachievedthrougheducationand

theunificationofcult世albeliefs.CultivatedcitizenswhoseilltellectsaJ1demotions

are develoPedandn1aturedbyconsciousthought wouldbenefitthe nation.Through

educationorritua1Practices，hulnancangainwealth.Basedonthe accumulatlonof

wealth，humancanachievePower.AsCon允cianPrinciPleshaveindlcated，thiskind

ofcycleseemstobeanessentialwaytolivingasatisfactorylife.However’Underthe

strictPatriarchal clans”tenl，wo砒ntendtothemostvtilnerab1esi11cenearlyal1of

themare dePrivedoftheopportunitytobeeducated.Christiandoctrlnesdidn、deny

womenthechance toreceiveeducatlon，butwoln助 education were viewedas

preParationforhlUnen，5面lylife.ThisemPhaS讨ngisonthe inculcationofmodesty

goodmanners，gOedreligious PracticeandgOodhomecraft.
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    ForthoseChineseAmerican wo们。en，theytend tofindmore resonancein

Christiandoctrinessincethe1rfema1econsciousnessandtheirasPirationforequa1

rightsareawakenedandencouraged.Here，sa1vationhasabroadermeaningbecause

itisnotjustwomen，sPhysicalandmenta1sPiritsthatisrescuedbyGOd.Risa

pathwaytoanewwayoflife，Inasense，womencometofindtheirmeaningoflife

al1dsavethemselvesfromtheduranceoftheirhistorictrad1tions.Therefore，women

gettheirsalvationnotonlythrough theircoIifessionbutalsothrough their

self-cllltivation田ldtheaccumulationofknowledge.

    T11efollowingfemaleChineseAmericanwritersskillfullyPresenttheirunique

understandingofsalvationthrough thecombinationofConfucian andC腼stian

doctrines.

    InTheKitchenGod兮叫斥，为11yT由1firstsubt1ymadeac0l11Parisonbetween

occidenialandlraditionalC】11neseoutlookoneducation.Thisisinterpretedthlough

Wi刚e，theProtagonist，inanentirenewwayasherunderstandingandPracticeof

salvation.IntheearlierPartofthe novel，thecaseofwinnie，smotherisagood

exaJnP1etodesPictt11eimPactofeducationbrought byC丽stianmissionariesonthe

traditional Chinesefanlil多

          Mostgirlsare raisedinafeudalfamily，thetrad1tionalway:The

      girl，seyessl1ouldneverbesuedforreading，onlyforsewing.The

      girl，sears sI1ouldneverbeusedtolistenillgtoideas，oulytoorders.

      Thegirl，sliPsshouldbesmall，rarelyused，excePttoexPress

      即preciationoraskfor即proval.(1妞n121)

    ThiscuStOmbasbeenfollowedforthousandsofyearSandmostwomenhave

takenitforgrantedastheirroleof11abitoalsubmissiveness.Thoughwinnie，smother

wasoneofthePioneerswhobadonceattended“amissionaryschoolinshanghai，the

6rstChineseschoolgirlscouldgoto，，(T由1120)andwas“educatedagainstConfilcius

thinklng，，，(毛m123)hereducationinthe mission田澎school勿ingtoinsPireherto

“chooseforherself，(几n:123)阳dformherown ideaabouteverythingaroundheras

the waytofindingherown haPPinessTheresultaPParenilywasunsuceessful.From

thefirstlooking，theCbristianediIcationdidnotseemtomakeadifference.The
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reasonwerediverse.Christianeducationencoura邵dwinnie，smothertofindthe

strengthandcollragetobreakawayfromttheoldtradition，thOughthe wayoutwas a

deadalleyduringthatfeudalperiod.

    InChin我inthosedays，awo刀1andivorcingherhusbandwas seen asad1s名race.

AndforthosestubbomsuPerstitiousones，theybelievethattherootcausebehind

Winnie，smotller，sIeavingherhusbandinsuchatota1lyderogato叮waywas:

          Hereducation、vasthecause;theyPutW七sternthoughtsintoa

      Chinesemind，causingeverytllingtoferment.Itisthesamewayeating

      foreignfood一叩setstomach，uPsetmind.Theforeignteacherswalltto

      overturnallorderintheworld.Confilclusisbad，Jesusisgood!Girls

      canbeteachers;girlsdonotllavetomanl，UPside一down thinking!

      (毛ml22)

    IntraditionalChinesethinking，“[tjhat，swhatgotherintotrouble，thlldtingfor

herself.，，(几nl23)MostwomenduringthatPeriodneverhadthePowertomaketheir

own decision;therefore，newideaswereregardedasda11geroussincetheydidnot

con1Plywiththeoldtradltion.Thosetrad1tionssetuPfixedtaboosforwomen，andthe

Priceforfreedomwouldcostthemdearl多1七esetraditionshavebeenshaPedover

severalthousandyears，andnearlynowomenevertriedtostrivefortheirownright in

defianceagainst men，sdominant role.W6mens助PlytookitforgraJltedthatthiswas

the orderofthe world.Whydidn，ttheydareaskforequality?onereasonwastllatin

the tradltiona lChinesesociety.womenwerenotg1venthechancetobeeducatedand

theyhad加concePtofwomenbeingequaltomen.Confucianismattachesgreat

in1Portanceonthe roleofeducat」on，butreserv edtherightfor males耐y.从/Omen

wereconstantlytaught toobeythe ‘吮址cesubmissionsandfourvlrtues.，，(矶Li，互上鱼

多h卫丝;Zhou瓦，卫鲤区边邺)Theirroleswere toobeytheirfatherbeforemaI’I’I age，to

serve theirhusbandduringmarr1edlifeandtobesubservlenttotheirsonsin

widowbood认/omenwere exPectedtoobserve the fourvir’tUesoffldeIity，P勺sical

比ann，pr0priety insPeechandefficiencyinneedework.Dayafterday，yearaner

year，wornenweretaught totrytheirutInostinconsolidatingthe imPortanceofmale

Sovereign ·
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    Becauseoftheirlackofeducation，theoldladies，whocondenlnedwinnie，5

moth饥 remained“braillwas】1ed’，intlle〔noresofthetraditionalcultlll℃.Theirwords

stillinfluencedWil1niewhobelievedthatwomenare inferiortomen，“【a]womanhad

norighttobeangry.，，(肠nZ10)anditisoulythroug11enduringhumiliationtheycan

ensure “the truelovebetweenthe couPles，，.(lbll:207)WOmen’slivesare closely

controlledbytheirhusband，scommandandthefamily’sneeds.W6menarenotlove

forthelllselves;theyliveasanaPpendagetotheirhusbandwithnofreedomtochoose

anyotherw即oflifewereitdesired.Undersome circumstanc es，womenneedto

sacrificetheirlifeinordertokeePtheirhusband，sgoodname.ChastityArchcameto

beaPo匹larwaytomeasure thestandardofawoman，svirtue.Nooneelsecan

changethefateofthesePitiablewornenbecauseit、vasregardedPre一destinedAsa

result，the oldladiescouldoulyblamethedePartureofWinnie’smotheronthe

advancededucationshereceivedfromthewomenschool.Winlllebelievesthekey

reason for hermother，smlsfortulle认了as“伪]ereduCation onlymadeherunhaPPy

thinkingaboutit-一thatnomatternowmuchshec】langedherlife，shecouldnot

c11al1getheworidt11atsurroundedher.，’(几n122)Astwigsofthefanlilytree，theway

ofawoman，slifeisnotchos姐bytllenlselves，山自rroleistofollowthecomm andsof

彻nllyhierarehy.ItisalmostimPossibleforaWomantorun awayfromherdestined

fate.Tllatiswhywinnie面nkshermothercouldn，tcllangethelivingstuTotlnding

thatsIIrroundedheLNomatterwhatkind ofnewideaswomenmighthave，itis

alwaysadvisabletohidethoseideasintheirheartbec拙ethereisverylittlechallce

小ey诚lleverdefeatthePatrlarchalsystem.Winnie，smotherchoseherown wayto

6ndherfreedomeventhoughitmeantshecouldneverreturntoherPrevioussmooth

life.钻nniedoesn，tcoPyhermother，soldwaywllenshebecomescaughtuPin

difficultiesbecausesheknowshermother，swaydoesn’tworksheunderstandsthatif

shehastoescapeshebastotakethe entireresPonsibilityonherselfandshecouldnot

relyonanyoneexcePt herself.Winnieiscaught“betweenthedev11andthedeePsea’，

明dshehasno面ngtofookfop刃axdtoandhastoaccePt whateverisoffered.InsPite

ofallthe sufferin郎that助nnie长‘esinherlife，shedoesn，tfeeldisillusioned;she

stillbears hopefor the允加rebecaus eshewas 切ugbt“[tlhere 初l1beaWayout’，·
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Thereforejimm y，semergenceisnotmerelyamiracle印aredbyGod，gracebut also

anoPPortun1tysheeamedforherself.Hereducationl盯sasolidfoUndationforher

self-achievementsuchasherapPre11ensionabouttherelati0nshiPbetweenchanceand

lucktllatad叩tfromConfucian“goldenmean’，，“Chanceisthefirsts忱Pyoutake，and

luckiswhatcomesafterward.Ifyoudon，ttakeachance，someoneelsewillgiveyou

hisluck.八刀difyougetbadluck，thenyouneedtotakeanotherchancetotumthings

frombadtogood，Eve甲11ingisconne cted.，，(几n149一150)Wimlle，slifeworkson

thisPrinciPletowhichsheremainssteadfastthrotIghherentirelife.Thatbeliefis

reallyhelPfulinrescuingwi俪efromherstifferingsullderwenFu，sabLlseand

torttlre.Basically，Coll几ci翻smholdsaPositiveviewoflife;onecanacctlnlulate

one，swealthandstePhigheruPthesocialladderthr叫ghhardwork，Sometimes，one

needsopport山1ltytomakethingchangeeveninatinyandun1ikeway.Asthe old

sayinggoes，“0PPortunity isforthosewhoare readytotakeit.”Winnieisnotan

。即沉加亩stbutaPmctitioner whois初1liDgtofacethebars11realityandtakesthe

challengeSheisevenc01lrageousenoughtomakeacomParisonbetweenherown life

叨dtllatofjesusChrist.

          Whenjesusw日sbom，加wasalreadythe sonofGod.1场asthe

      daugbterofsomeonewhoran w盯5，abigdisgrace.Andwhenjesus

      suffered，everyoneworsh1PPedhim.Nobedyworsh1PPedme forliVing

      withwenFu.Iwas l议ethat州feof儿tchenGod.Nobo勿worshiPPed

      hereither.Segotalltheexc uses.Hegotallthe credit.She 、vas

      允rgotten.(几n322)

    Wlnnie，sfurthereducationinsPireshertounderstandthatwomenare equa1to

men.Winme darestocomPare hertraumawiththatofJesus，thusindicating her

defianceagainStPatriarchaldominance.Wi耐ecan，tjustlfyhersufferinginthe s田叮e

wayasJesus becausethe t0rtureswhichChristfacedinhislifehadaPurI犯seanda

morallesson.Hislifeismessageforthe world;HisCrucifixionsymbolizesasacrifice

forhuJmanity， andHisagapeloveistowardsallPeOPle。Butwi钊时easkedherself:why

shouldshesuffer?丁七eagony， whichshefacedatthe handsof研/enFu，hasno

me如ngorPllrpose.Nobodyisgoingto、vorsbiPherasapersonjustbecauseofher
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suffering.Winniedarestoask，whynoone worsh1PstheKitchenGod，swifesinceshe

suffersthemostwhilekno俪ngshecan，tchangeanythlngaboutthePresent

unfavorablesituation.ThissOrtofcomPansonmakesitcleartOWi耐eandhelPsher

gainthe determinatinn朗dco而dencetobeginanew life.Aitheendofthenovel，

Winnieburnsthe KitchenGOd’sPicturewhilethe 幻tchenGodwifemetaphorically

shouts“Yes!Yes!Yes!，，Thissymbolic罗stureisinfactthefinal salvationofWirmie

asshesuccessfullygetsridofherlollg一timefear.TheLadySorrowFreeshePresents

toherdaughterPearlactuallybecomesaChineseAmericanGoddess，

          Shewouldlivetbere，butnoonewouldcallherMrs.KitchenGod.

      Whywouldshe、vallttobecalledthat，nowthatsheandherhusband

      are divorced? See how nicely she sitsin herchair， so

      comfortable一lookinginhermann erLookatherhair.howblackitis，

      andnowOrrles.Althoug】lmaybesheusedtoworry.Iheardsheonce

      hadmanyhardshiPsinherlife.SomaybeherhairisdyedButher

      smileisgenuine，wisealldinnocentatthesametime.Andherhand，

      seehowshe justraisedit?ThatmeanssheisabouttosPeak，ormaybe

      sheistelling扣utosPeak.Sheisreadytolisten.Sheunderstands

      English.YOushouldtellhereverything.Somet而es，wllellyouare

      afraid，youcan talktoher.Shewilllistenshewillwashg囚ay

      everythlngsadwithhertears.Shewillusehersticktochaseawa y

      everyt】lingbad.Seehernam e:Ladysorro wfree，h即pinesswillning

      。yer 悦廿er’ness，noregretsin而sworid.门五n531一532)

    ThisnewlycreatedgOddessnotonlybringshoPeforWinnieandPearl，sfuture

butalsosynlbolizesaPe成ctcombinationofChristianandConfucian8Pirit.Fromher

aPPearanc e，LadysormwFreeisaCllinesegoddess，WhoUnderstandsEnglishandis

willingtosharetheAmeric丽zedPearl，sson’owltisboththe Christiandoctrineof

孚aceandColl五lcianpositiveoutlookonlifethatenableW1nnie，inthe truestsense，to

attainhersaivat10n.Wl钊吐ehoPesthatthisgoddess，asamediatorbetweenCon加cian

andCMstian thougbtswillalso beinstructiveandbeneficialtoPearI，the

Americ画zeddaughter.
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    hijadesnow W6ng，smilestoneautobiograPhy只必hChineseDa之tghte，，W匕ng

touchedthe issueofthe educationaswell，bt1tshePresenteditinanidealandmi1der

Way:

    Fromthisdayunti1IseefittoP1aceyouinthe Chineseevening

school，lshallcontinuetogiveyouhalfanhourofChineseinstruction

everymorningbeforeyoutot11eAmericanPublicclasses.⋯MaJly

Chinesewereveryshort一sighted.Theyfeltthat sincetheirdaughters

wouldmarryinioal沁11ilyofanothel，name，theywouldnotbelong

Perm anelltlyintheirown 佃11ilyclan.Therefore，theyarguedthatit

wasnotwortllw】1lletoinvestintheirdaughters，bookedllcation.But

myanswerwasthatsincesonsandtheireducationare ofPrimaIy

imPortance，we musthaveinielligentmothersIfnobodyeducateshis

daughters，howcanwe1laveintelligentmothersforoursons?IfwedO

nothavegoodfalllilytralning，howcan Chinabeastrongnation?

(W6ngl3)

    Soyousee，thePeace田1dstabilityofanationdePenduPonthe

proPerrelatiol1shiPsestablishedinthe home;andtoagreatextent，the

maintenanceofProPerrelationshiPs初thinthehome dePendson

intelligelltmothers.NoIdonnotwantyoutoquestionwhyyoushould

studyC】linese(W匕ngl4)

    WhenlfirstcametoAmerica，my cousin，厅otemefromClllna

明daskedmetoreturn.That、vasbeforelcaneventellyouwhereyou

were .Butlstillhavethecarbencopyofthe』c廿crlwro tehiminr叩】y.

Isaid，‘YOudOnOtrealizethe shan1eful anddegradedPOsitioninio

whichtheChineseculturehasPusheditswomen.HereinAlllerica，the

Christian c0ncePtallows women theirfreedOmandindividua1ity. I

诚shmydaughterstohavethisCMstianoPP0到力nity.lamhoPingthat

somedayImaybeabletoclaimthatbymystandIhavewas」ledaway

the fon刀erdisgr朗essufferedbythe women ofourfamlly.，(W心ng

227)
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    Jadesno，v，sfatherwasabusinessrOanandalsoaPr0testant churchministeras

wellasatraditionalintellectual.Thoughhewas farfromhishomeland，hismindand

bloodwas imbuedwithlong一timecherishedConfuciandoctrines.Throughhiscontact

andaccePtanceofsomeChristianPrinciPleslittlebyliule，he cametoreconsider

someoftheConfucianPhilos0Phy.Underthe influenceofhisnewlyfoundbelief，he

wrofethat:

    Donotbindourdaughter，sfeet.Here inAmericaisanentirelydifferentsetof

standards，whichdoesnotrequirethatwomensw即helPlesslyonlittlefeettoqualify

thenlforgoodmatchesaswell一bomwomenwhodonohavetowork.HereinGolden

MoUntainslAinerica]，the peoPle，andevenwomen，11aveindividualdignityandrights

oftheirown.(WOng68)

    Christiandoctrinesteac】lfalhertoresPectwomen，srightandsocialstatus.Jade

Snow，sfat11eralsofindsthatitisunfairandUnjuStifiabletothinkthat“lilgnorancein

awoman isaviriue，，认勺menoughttoenjoythesamerightasmendo;theilllportance

ofeducationaPPliesforwomenaswellChristianitymakeshimuI1derstandwomen，5

educationbenefitthewholefaln1lyandtheentiresociet犷ThisisagreatProgress

comParedtothoseignorantones叩Pe如nginTheK介chenGod含环砂毛.Father，5

intentiontoencouragehisdaughterstoreceiveeducationist0nurturegoodmotI1ers

soastokeePabalancedfamily’thllslay访gasolidfoundationfortheson，sfurther

educationAlthoughjadesno记sfathertook州deineducatinghisdaughtersinboth

ChineseandAnlericanctlstoms，hevaluedthe futuIePotentialofhissonsover由atof

hisdaughters.Inasense，educationdoesn0tmerelyservetoInail1taint11efaJnily，5

balanceandhanno叮asConfoci翻smhasalwaysPreached，butitalsoPoinisouta

pract1cablewayforwomentoattaintheirsalvation.KnowledgeisPower;knowledge

isauseful讹aponforwomentosafeguardtheirown right.Jadesnow’sfalllily

educationsaswel1asChil1eseevenlI1gschooleducationencouragehertoleam

disciPline的dresPect.Thosequalitiesfromthetraditi0nalChineseher1tageallowher

tosucceedinga1ningresPectfiOmothers.Jadesnow，sfi止herfindsacombinatlon

betweenChristianpreceptsandConfuclanproprietyi

importanttoastab1efam1ly.Tbesevaluesconstitute

即desPeciallyfilialPletythatis

the b韶iC deClarCdin
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Con加ci动smandthatiswhyheasksherdaughterto“[r1espectyouroldersisterin

allmanners，，(W心ng68).Meanwllile，the ChristianfalthPreachesagaPelove ，which

alsoexistsamongthe fa111ilymembersasweII，thus」adesnow，sfatheraddsthis

reqpesttohisdaughters:“Loveyourbrotherandsister，accordingtoChrist，5

te那hing’，(认七ng68).Here，ChristianlovehasextendedtheCon允ciansocialleve l

classlfication andt】甘oughherfa习ler’sbeliefhasoPeneda丽glltnewwayfor the

familytofindtheirChineseAmericansalvation.Jadesnow，smotheronceinstructed

her，“Evenif匆lothershouldstrikeyou，youmustnotstrikehim，forthenyourguilt

wouldbeasgreatashis.，，(Wbngl3)TolerationasatyP1calConfiIciandOctrine

目nbeddedintheChinesecharactersformanydecades.ThesameruleiselnPhasized

intheC而stiandoctrinesaswell“伪]uttohimwhogivesyouablowonthetight side

ofyourfaceletthe leftbetumed，，(Matthews:39)ontheonehand，Chinesetradition

1叮sasolidfoundationinforming JadeSnow，scllaracterandtelnPerament asa

traditonaIChinesefemaleOn theotherand，Jadesnow，skilowledgeaboutChristian

doctrineswhichcomesfromherfather，sPersonalexamP1esorherdailycontactwith

1ocalAmericansfurtl1erimPelshertoPIlrsueherworth asanindePendentindividual

and创川lsherself-achlevelllent.Her‘，coIlegecoursescba』lengedthetradltional

ChineseconcePtofeducationasechoingwisewordsofthePast.Hernewideasalso

dismissedherParents，cideasofProperfemalebellavior.，，(W匕ng38)

    InthegnmdePressionyears，the从/o11gfaJllilydoesn，tlosetheirhOPeorbecome

adesperatefelllil丫Confuci耐sm generallyholdsanoPtim1sticviewtowardslife

whenitpreachesduetomen，sbenev olence;virtuecan mean overcomlnga

troublesornesitoallon.Ai thesaJ刀e

Sim11arly，Christihatydoesn0tstand

time，

al00f

itregardsllumell，sfateis

fromthiseartlllylifewhen

pre一destined.

confroni the

harshrealitiesofmen，ssufferings.llencouragesmentoworkevenharder，and

through面ssort ofself-relianc eand】lardwork，canthey住IStetheswee缺ssfromthe

bitte幻ness.

        Butitismy desirenOt toaPP1yforrelie式even thoughwelllay

      needit.Idonotwantmy chi1drentoexperiencegett1nganything

      withoutfirstworkingfor it，fortheymaybecome selfi么阴daselfish
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      PeoPlecanwandertheworld0verandstillstarVeoffood.Selfishoess

      砍即stads初thasPiritofdepend即c巧thereforelwan tmychildren

      t01earn tocope嫩ththe worid，阴dtounderstandthattheyget what

      theywanto旧yafterworki雌forit.(Wo飞50一51)

    Fromthistheycanfindthemeanil1gfu1Valueoflifethat初llleadmentotheir

salvation.Asami1estoneworkofChiI1eseAmericanliterature，Jadesnowwbng，5

厂沪hChineseDaug丙terisalsoano11tstanding1iterarytext1hatcombinesChristian

andConfuciandOctrinesinaharm oniousandsuccessfulmanner.Itisfascil1at1ngto

witnessjadesnow，stransformationfromasubmissivechiIdtoawomanofintegri勺

andPerseverance.Somethingmorethan herfa出er，sofferofthe cll出Icetobe

educatedimPelledJadeSnOwtofindherPsycho10gicalsalVation·ltwas alsothrough

herself-cultiVationandfamilyeducationthatallowedhertostr1veforthevaluesof

Individllalityandequality.

B.Human，sSalvationTbroughMutualConfession

    InChristiandoctrines，confessionisanecessaryandsi脚ficant Phraseforlluman

toattain theirsalvation ItisbelievedthatthroughconfessiontoGod，11umancanask

Jesus ChristtodrawHisPresenceneartoh切manbeings.“Dra、叼neartoGOdandHe

willdrawneartoyou.Cle出lseyourhaJlds，yoursinners，胡dPurifyyourhe翻rts，you

doublemillded，，(James4:8).Confessionmeanstoagreewitl1GodthataParticular

activityiswrongandisagainstGod，sdesireaJ1dlaw. Theritua1stePsofconfession

访cludetheideaofreP即tancethatwedonotwan ttopractjcethesinanymore Thle

阴dsincereconfessioncarries俪thitawilli飞nesstodevelOP a朗nuinePlanfor

avoidingthesininthe futurest.Angustineoncesaid，“丁heConfessionofevilworks

isthefirstbegi刊mngofgoodworks.，，However’inthe workS ofsome femaleC111nese

Americanwriters，theirconfessionisPresentedinadiverseway.These认石tersPreseni

theconfessioninverbalandnon.verba】Ways，butto1hmj1ymembeI’sratherthanto

Go d.

    InTheKitchenGod含环赞，the mainstyleofthe noveliswi画e，sn印厅atlonof

herPasttoherdaughterpearl.劫dtheexPosure ofallWinnie’ssecretscould beseen
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as aProcessofconfession.Confessionisnotoulyawaytorelieveone，5

psycho1ogicalburdenbutitalso brings枯nnieandpearlclosertogether.

Con恤1如sm Pre朗hesthatmodesty andPrudenceare virtueswhichneedtobeheld

andemPhasizedby 罗nilerQan.Forfirst generati0nChineseAmericans，these

1raditionsarehab1toa1andtendto embeddedwith theresultthatallthesecretsare

kePtinone，sheaxt.However，Whenthesesecretsbecometoogreataburden，theytend

tocreate tensio邢anddlshannonyinthefaJ刀ily.Winllie，sconfessionrelievesherof

muchofhartensionandtherebybecomeshersavinggrace.Withoutthe frustrating

andagoni欢ng confession，Winnle，slong一time secretsmig11twellhavebeenburied

withher明dthedistancebetweenthemotheranddaugl1terneverdrawncloser.Even

thoug】lthatgaPbetweenmotheranddaug】lterandbetweengenerationsisn翅比owed，it

stillexists.Pearl，sconfessionto Wlllllleabo以 herillnessisalsoillflue爪ial in

imProvingtheirrelationshiP.私thouttheirmutualconfession，the formertwoseParate

voices、、心u1dnOthavefounditispossib1etobridgethePsychologica1b扭五ers and

c0Inlnam cate认theachotherfr肚水ly.

    BoneisFaeMyenne Ng，srePresentativeliteraryachievement.Thenoveltellsthe

storyofona，ssulcideandthe ag0nyandburdenitcauseseve乃℃neinthe family.lt

alsoforceseachmemberofthefamilytolookbackintotheirlivesinane助rtand

regainthe couragetoseaxchfortheva】ueoflife.WhentheeldestdaughterLeilatried

tohelPherfatherLeonget the moneycominginbyaPPIying forsociaisec侧ty，she

discoveredhecouldll，to月七rtheany

that

idelltificationmaterials.Shethell

    ThePast caJ旧euP:amoldy， water-damagedPapersmellanda

parcholenttext以e.Theletterswere stackedbyyearandrubberbanded

intodecades.Ioulyhadtoopent11efirstfewtokn0wthe stOry:‘V几

Don，t认/anty匕u.，

    Arejectionfromtheanny:unfit.

    A」obrejection:切防kllled.

    AnaPaJ由ment:unavailable.

    Leon kePt面ngsbecausehe bellevedtimemattered.oldmade
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good.TheseletterSgainedvaluedthewayoldcoinsdid;theycounted

thewaymoneycounted.Allthe1ettersaddressedtoLeon shouldPr0ve

tothe peOPleatthesocialsecurityo伍cethaithiscountrywashisPlace，

too.Leonhad Paid;Leonean1edhisrightsAmerican dollars.

American time.Theselettersmarkedhist流eandtheymarkedhis

endurance·Leonwas ap即erson.(N957一58)

    Leonwas right tosaveeverythlllg.ForaPaperson，PaPeris

blood.

    IkeePeverythingtoo，阴dinsidelneverletgO.Iremember

everything.

    Ineverforget.1，mthest印daugllterofaP即erson andl，ve

iullerited面swholesulteaseoflies.Allofitismine.Alllhaveare

thosememories，阴dlwanttorememberthemall.困961)

      Leollbe走汀smanys仕ongmarksoftlleC0nfociandoctrines.Hiscollectionsof

oldPapersareinfacthisnon一verbalconfession.Asason，hecan，tfiillyachievehis

filialPietytohisfat】1erbysendingthe ashestothemother1andwI1ereheshoLl1d“Pack

比eminacl盯Pot，accon1Panythembacktothehome viIlageforaProPerburial，，伽9:

82).Asafather，hehaslittlerighttohaveas叮inthefamilyandhecan’ts盯orfigure

outwhatcausehisbelovedonatocoln们。itsuicide.Asaman，heisasocialwanderer

andVagrantanditisdifficultforhimto如daProPerPOsitioninthesociety，t11usheis

fre甲enilyexcludedfromthe norn1a1sociallife.Leonalsofailsto似fillthe

Confocianobl1gati0naJ1dresPonsibilityofageni1eman becausehe】lasn，tthecourage

toconfess1hetruthabolltthebeautifu11ieshe has1ivedwith.Wbathe coulddoisto

collectallthePaPerst11atrePresenihisnonverbalconfessionw11ethertheyare useful

orllotandadmittob气m、，lfr川五ertoconfesstoJesusorotherGodsthathiseni1relife

hasbeenalie.Thisistheoulyw即hecanfindPeaceandkeePhisd1gl1itythr0ughthe

即bievementofadegreeofsalvation。

C。God，sLoveandHumaneL0ve

to山eCh石州an doc仕切es，hurnaJ1are doomedtosufferinthis1ife



becauseoftheirdePravednature.认飞enanyChristianscoI1ftonihardshiPandtroub1e

intheirlife，usuallythey诫llnots】1arethe sormworPuzzlementwiththeirfam1ly

membersor伍ends.occidelltalsbelieve inthe i呷ortanceofkeepingtheir州vacy’

butt11eycanatonefortheirwron gd0ingsbygoingtothePriestandconfessing.Inthis

WaytheyPlacethemselvesunderGod，smercyandrelyonHislovetoeasetheir

emotional tunn0ilThingsare quitediffereniinChinasincefamilyandkinshiPare

elevatedinioahigherposition.itisquitenormalforyoungpeoPlegotoconsult硒th

theelderlyabouttheirmisgivingsandlistentoanyadvicet11eeldersmayoffer.

FriendsalsotakeanactivePart inone’slifeProcessasimPliedinthe oldsaying，

“[0]ne，sParentsare hisonlydePendenceathome，andhecouldrelyonhis伍end

whenheisawayfromhome.，，SinceChinesestresstheimPortanceofbulldinga

stablekinshiP，someclose伍endsare oftenlooked叩onasswombrotherstobecol刀e

PartoftheextendedfaI11ilyWhensomefen1a1eChineseAmericanwntersdescribe

thesufferingoftheirPrimecharacters，theCMstianandConfuciandoctrineseniitie

themthecourageandoriginal strength to诩thstandallthemisfortune s厂rhePowerof

loveoftenapPearascatholicanthatsustaintl1eseProtagnistsduring thehardtimes.

Here，lovenotmerelycontalnsGod，slovebutalsoincludeshtlmanelove，suchas

加nllylove.

      In刀诬e GOd兮环分毛，thechallengetowinnie，5印ritandherdetermination

tofight againstal1oddsarethe ma1ntheme.Thedesiretoliveinsteadofcomm itting

suicideandtakingthe easywayoutisstrengthofchal，acterdePictedinwilulie.

Susta1n1I1goneselfallaloneinatoughworidisnotasimP1etaSkforawoman.Inthe

miserab1elifethatWil11l1eleadswithherarr0gantraP1sthusband

ofjimmyLoulsislikeasilverllmllg 砍Int0Christ，Srescue

晒触n凡 the

ofthehelPless

Person.JIIr田1yisanAmerican-bomChineselanguageinterpreter，whoisPresent1y

workingwiththeU垃tedStatesI1dbrmationServi cesAsatrans1atOr，JlnunyLouleis

the linkbetweenthe Chineseandthe Americans.JllTUn y，ssuddenentrylntowi耐e’s

lifecOuldverywellbecomParedtoGoddescendingtoearthandsavingmankind.Just

whenlifeseemedtobesob1eakforWinnie，JinunycomesasarayofhoPe.Without

Junm y，saPpearance，Wi钊吐ewouldn，ttastethe sweeinessoflifeandgetridofthe
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nightmare underw七n

me以agood一humored

FU，5 Neverinherlifedidwi加ieexPeCtshewould

manlikejimlny硫erher sufferings 衍 W七n

Fu.Jil11my1urneduP justatthe righttime，whenhermarried lifewasbadly

deteriorating;Jinlllly，sarnvalcan beseenasamiracleft0lnGodorinterpreted

throughConfucianism，as“Heaven，s，，testuPon私m五e.Generally，Con加cianism is

regardedasahUInan一centeredPhilosoplly，andCollfucius classifythe existi雌

unnatoralors叩ematuralPoweras “heaven’，becauseitisbeyond men’5

comPrehension.UnderConfuciandoctrines，menfeelawe for“Heaven，，胡dPractice

ritua1sinordertoshowtheirresPectaswellastoPrayfor goodluck.“[h1eavenand

manare inhannony，，representthe deePestinfinitean1bitfOr agentleman.Aswe

considerwi咖e，sPredicamentofhersufferingaIldlatersalvationcanaccordiI1gIybe

dePlctedas“concemsofheaven，，.InChi低 itiswell一肋。wn that“whellHeaven

aPpeintsaPersontouI1dertakeagreat而ssion，helllustfirstofallsufferfroma

SPiritual Pain，undergoPhysicalhardshiPs出ldbedistractedfromhisactions.hithis

way，hissoulwillbetouched叩onandhecandeve1oPasPiritofPerseveranc eand

elldurance.HewillbestrengtbenedtoPeri七rm whathe couldnotPerform.，，

(Confucius，丛丝丝丝二Chap.16)Collfucian，5“Heaven”isnotfar fromhuman，sIife;

比cau劝humancanonlyaPPrehendthetrUemeaningoffatethr0ughhisstrenuo us

efl劝rts.Inthissense，WinnieisnotmerelyrescuedbyChristian，slove through

Jimmy，semergencebutalsoherown realiZationof‘‘Heaven.，，Furthennore，Winllie，s

suddenmeetingwithJm1lnyafterfiveyearscanbeinte甲retedastotallythe workof

伪把orasignof“Heaven’，.Winn1ebelievesitistheresLlitoffate，“oneminutelater，

胡dour lifetimewouIdhavemissedeachother.Isn，tthatfatemeant tobe?仪几n435)

Howev er，Jiminydoesn，t面nk“itwas fate，atleastnotthe Chineseideaof而ngyun.

FateissoInebodyelsedeciding yourlifeforyou.ourlove wasgreaterthanthat，W七

Iove deachotberfromthemomeniwe met，that，swhyortwowillsjoinedtogetherto

findeachother.，，(毛川435).“Later，whenjlnlmybecame aminist饥明dhedecidedit

was Ged，swillthatbringustogether‘，，(毛m435)认飞etheritisaChinesefateor

Anlericandestiny)Winnie，sisfinailycompensatedfor aiIhersufferi雌.‘，Agood

PersonwtllbewellPaid，，，幼djimi刀y，slovesurpassesallthe misfortuneandmisery
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thathadhaPPene dtowinnie.

    God，sloveisaisoimPliedinGishjen，5乃尹icaI American.Wheneverthe Zhang

负川ilycomes即rosstroublesome times，the bigsister，Theresa，sarriValislike

welcome rain，helpingthemtosolvethe difficulties.WhenRalphZhangisonthe

vergeofcollapseandembroiledinthetroubleof“nojob，nofalnily，novisa，，，(Jen36)

hissisterarrivejustintime torescuehim:

          ThatthereshouldbeaPllrposetosuffering，that aPersonshould

      bechosenforit，sPecial一theseare housesofthemind，inwhich

      wI1o1ePeoPleshavefoundshelter.Ra1Phwasnotreligiousingeneral，

      butintimesofhardshiP，godsgrewuP，sometotestandPfod，othersto

      lookinonhim.Interestedinhhaself，hebelievedh诵selfasubjectof

      interest.(Jen36)

          ‘W白5而献les.，八刀devensomanyyearslater，anyonecouldstill

      hear in hisvoicealllhaltbe、vord meanttohim一rocksbursti爪。

blossom，the bl朗krinsedfronlthe night sk多Lifeitselfunfurled.(Jen

37)

Agapelove， acore 如nciPleofthe Chastianreligion，isinitiatednotbyfeeling

but勿 choice、

non一believers，

ForthosePeoPle，chosenby God，Whethertheyare believers or

Godwillalwaysextend Hisagapelove.RalPh，scaseisagood

exaJ刀Ple.Theresagraduatedfrom school初thsomefreshideasand喇inons

1llatwer equite山11ikeherothersisters.Godexertedasubt1e1nnuenceonherthiougl1

hereducationmoreorless.SheevenregardedthePiCtureofheramongthenew1yWed

couPleas‘叮七eMysteryofthe Trinity.，，(Jen46)AsRal曲，sdelivere几T】leresa，5

emergeneebringsnot oulyherdeePestconcem forheryoungerbrotherbutitalso

bringsRalPhaPretty币feHelen，whichresultsinsettinguPhisown fan1iIy.Ra1Ph，5

trOubleswithvisaandjobare eventoa11yresolved.Inthe latterPartofthe novel，when

the Zhangfamilyisagalnlnvolvedin伽rthertroubles，Theresaagainsavesthefamlly

加mextreme而sery.

liwasherdut乳she toldherselfshe wasinmany

butinthisresPectshewa5Chinesestill一when
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marched，shefellinsteP.Andwasn ，tthiswhatshe，dlongedfor?

Reunification，

几milytogether.

that Chineseideal， tuan yUan.一tbewhofe

H食 eXileW韶 OVeL

qua】IJla

，，(JenZ16)

    TOsomeextent，Theresaisl溉nedtothe messengersentfromGod，tosavethe

helPlessNomatterhowrudelyRalPhoffersheracoldshoulde:Theresaisstill

willingtotry herverybestinhelPinghimeit11ermateriallyormentally.Theconcem

ofsiblinglovehasbeenelevatedinto ahigh level，closertotheC加stian

unders扭ndingofGod，slove.Wb即 Ra1Ph isluredintoatake一awayres龙aurant

bus1nessbecauseofhisdream togetrichquickly，heisdriventothebrinkofsuicide

妙the rut11lesscomPetiti0nandthetricksofavillain.TheresaagainrescuesRaIPh

fromhissufferingandthiscanbeseenasasign ofGod，sagaPelove.RalPh，5

salvationisatthe PriceofTheresa，slifeandthe lessonofSPiltbloodch句lgesRa1Phto

agreat

andthe

eXtent.Heleav eshisemPtyillusoryfantasybehilldandcomesbacktoeart】1

realityofanormallife jesus，crucifixionisHissacrificetorescue the

mankindTheresa，scaraccideniisaChristian 锹rificewlllch save sRa1Phfrom

s1nk1ngintothe abyssal1dnotasConfucianbeliefswould1n1P1ytheconcomsof

“Heaven’，inone，smisfortuneThenewst】latTheresaisalive lethethinkthat‘‘tllis

wasamiracle，面5、vasagift.，，(Jen241)HisverysurvivalinAmericaisfinally

brougbtaboutbyresortjngtotheinners打ength ofhisChinesecultura】tradlti即.

Th0setraditi0nsofforbearan ceandboPe，whichleadhimtoseeclearthe American

dream ofmaterialism.AIthoughthe enormousuncertaintiesandm阴ydifficulties

loomabeadforRa1Ph，heisabletofacethefuture袱thadi月七reniview towardslife:

    Whatescapewas Possible?Itseemedtohimatthatmollleni，as

hestoodwaiting andwalting，仃叩pedinhiscoat，thata们。aJlas

doomedhereashewas inChina.Kanbo」ian.Tingbu』ian.Hecould

notalwayssee，couldnotalWayshear.HewasnotwhathemadeuPhis

而ndtobe.Aman wasthesum ofhisl如its;freedomoulylnadehim

seebow幻。uchso.Americawas加 Anleric几RalPhswallowed.(Jen

  242)

Ra】Phknowshealmostmurder andbehasnoolherescapebu，to俪e
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thatreali诊Heisusedtoberun awayfrOmProb1emsbyfindingtheexcuseforthings

hedidn、wanttoseeorhear，butslncehehasgrown uPthatdoesnotworkanylonger

TheresanotmerelyhelPsRalPhtoknowhimselfbetterbutalso

shoulderthereSPonsibility1hathewas endowedwith

shim to

    “Themorechildren，thegreaterhaPPiness，，，TheProvethindicatesasortof

Philosophythathasbeeni哪rintedinChinesemindformanyyears.ofcourse，inthe

Chinesetradition，morechi1drengenerailymeanmoresons.Maleheirsare greatly

welcome，foritisthefoundationinPassingdown thefa川ilylinefromgenerationto

generationandbtingillghonorstoone，sancestors.Thedifferentsocialstatusbetween

menandwomensignificantlyinfluencethefan11lyrelationshiPbetweenmenand

women.AsConfucian doctrineshaveindicated，‘‘Tlleeldestsontakestheroleof

几山er，，，(Collfilcius，鑫四1旦边旦，Chap.13)“认七menarerequiredtolistentosonafter

theirhusband，sdeath，，，etc.Alltheserulescreatethe inequa1ityoftraditional Chinese

siblingrelationshiP.Howev er，forChineseAmericans，siblingrelationshiPshavea

br0aderrangebutstillexertaPositiveinfluenc eontheirlife.Insomeoftheworksof

femaleChineseAmericanwriters，thedePiction ofsibling loveisendowedwitha

moreenn chedme耐ng.

    inGishjen，5乃夕icalAmeriCOn，therelationshiPbetweenRa1PhandTheresaisa

tyP1calChinesesiblingrelationshiP.、乞ullgerbrotherasRalPhis，the inne rdesireto

bethe headofthefamilytakesholdofhiln，hewanttodominatehiseldersisteras

well.whenTheresaisinc1udedasamemberofhisfamily，Ra1恤hastoemPhasizehis

roleasthe absolute“企t】1配，.TheProblem isthatTberesaandHelenare no longer

submissiveanddocilewhich、verethe tyPical比肛acteristicsofChinesewnmentllat

Ralp】1expectedTheconfiictingandfragilesibli飞relationshiP neverseemstocease

untilthetragedyofTheresa’saccident·

    Jesus Preachedthatoneshouldnotoulyloveone，sfa而lybutalso田lyonewith

whomweareassociated.丁七ereforesiblingrelationsh1PsinChristiandoctrinesareno

longerconstrainedtofamllymembers，butaisoincludethe peOPleclosetooneself.

Christiandoctri刀esenc。址agepeoPletodevel叩即dnurtoreequalrelationshiPeven

别mODgsibling ones.FOrinstance，injedesllo、v E沪儿ChineseDaughter，the
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daugbterisinfluencedbyChristianPrinciPlesbecauseher云吐heraskshertojresPect

herelderbrothersandsistersbutatthesame time，sheisrequiredtolovethemall.

    InAmylhll，sTheKitchenGod3不代fe，Helen，whenfirstintroducediniothe s10ry.

issuPPosedlynotabloodrelativeofWi俪e，butwinniedeclaresHelentoher

sister，In一law andsoshecangainentryintotheStates.Theirencoullterisamatterof

chanceandnotsomethingthatwasPlann edorchosen，Their币endshiPgrowsdesPite

山衍rapParentdifl七rences.Winnieiseducatedandsophisticated，colltrarytoHelen，

hernewfound伍endwlloisilliterate.Non1atterwhatthedifferenceintemPerament

orconsciousnessbetweenHelenandWiI1nielies，Winniecouldnothave stoodW匕n

Fu，sabuseforsolongandcouldnotfoul1da11aPPy1ifewithJinun ywithoutHelen，5

assistanceandsuPPOrt.Helen’sthleattorevealwillllie，sPastalsoenablewinnieto

disclosethe secretsaboutthe址ddenPasttoberdaughter雄erlong.timesilence.

Fromthattimeon，the moUleranddaughtercametoknowe郎hotherbetterforthe

firsttime.Winn1ehasthechallengingsPirittofightalloddsinher1ife，butsustaining

them aloneinatoughworldisneveras1n1P1etask.FemininePoteniialisPuttothe

testaI1dfinallysucceedsinthewarragedagainSt Patriarchyanddogn1atism.Butthe

伍endshiPbetweenHelenandwi画egoesmuchdeePerthanthebondsofblood

relation.Mostofthe t而e，theyhave beentnJetoeachotherandhavebeencustodians

ofeach other，ssecrets.Thissortof伍endshiphas extendedthe siblingrelatiOnship

fromatraditionalPointofviewbecauseitenrichesthe extentofsiblingrelationshiPs.

Howev er，thesibIingrelationshiPbetweenHe1en田ldwilmieundergoeschallengesas

well.Heleninforms叭/enFuof肠nnie，swhereaboutswhenWinnietriestonm away

from从/enFu，scontrolforthefirsttime;Helenisunabletounderstand私1而e，5

reasonsforleavingw匕nFubecauseinthe traditiona1ChineseConfuciansociety，a

womanhaSnoexistencewith0utherhosband.HelenbelievesshehashelPedher

州end妙malni苗ningher ~ age.DespiteknoWingHelenverywell，winnie。annot

forgiveHelenforcarelessbetrayal

    Anotherc11aracterwhodeveloPsanamiable伍印dshiPwithwinnieisGan.GaJI

whobecomesthe firstmanto位习lyknowswinnieweU.TherelationshiPbetweenGan

助dWinl1iedOesnotlastlongbecauseofhisdeath;butitleavesatremendouslmP叭
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onher hfe.Alth0ughtheirre1ationshipwas devoidofanyc0mmItment，

deePintheirPSychetheywere one.Ganisasoulmaieoran0therse1fofWil1nieand

itisGanwhoinsPiresWinnietofindstrength inherself:“[ylouseeyourselfonlyina

mirrotButIseeyouthewayyOucannev erseeyourself，allthePurethings，neither

goodnorbad.”(几n256佗57)

Ihadneverfeltlovefromaman，orforaman.Ifeltthedangef，

thatthiswashowyoulove onePersonlettingoutfears，the

otherdrawingclosertosoothe thePain.AndthemorewouldPourout，

everything

loneliness，

tllathasbeenhidden，morealldmore一sorrow， sllallle，

andall由eoldaches，sorQuchreleaseduntilyou

overflowed侧thjoytoberidofit，untilitwastoolatetostopthisnew

jobfromtakingoveryourheart.(1么n254)

Winnie，sfeelingtowardsGanisllotEros，butaPureinnocelltsiblinglovethat

givesacomforttowinnie，ssuffering.WithoutGaJI，5 iationandunderstanding

ofwirmie，sworth，shewouldneverfindhervalueandwouldneverknowthereare

othermenwhoare kind，hearted.



ChaPterl丫Conclusion

    Religion isnever far fromPeoPle，slifebutitisaPhilosoP】lyratherthana

suPerstr’Ucture.ReligiousbeliefsordOctrinescanemPowermenandPresentthem

withthestrengthandwaystodealwithaharshsociallife.ChineseAnlericans，

residingin1beUnitedStateswithitssolidChristianbackgr0und，must findaPractical

waytodealwiththetensionsaswellastOseekhan11onybetweenC丽sti涵tyand

Confucihasm.Thefema1eChineseA1nericanwiitersdiscussedinthisPaperhave

ProvideduswithagoodexaInP1eofhowtofindthatbalance.

    卢以11ongthe e蒯yPioneerswhointroduce C俪stian doctrinesintoChinese

Americanliteratrlre，JadesnowV叭〕ngisundoubtedlyoneofthemostre1narkab1e.

Herwritingcreationintents toPaintaPortraitofthen1odelminorityandestablish

Positivestere0tyPesforlaterbomChineseAI11ericans tofoll0w.Asshes即5，

    “[1]tcOI1tinuesto beadelenu11aforayoungPersontod盯 todecidefor

himsel分七erselfhowrouchofhis/berParenis，standardsandhownluchofhis/hernew

foundoutside knowledgeshouldbethevalueshe/sheaccePtsas his/herown.

ThousandsofyearsoffeudalthingkingwithamagmficentculturemustadaPtto

intemationalslan山双dsofthe modemworld”(Wbng39)

    WhenPublicoPinionhad而nedtoamore favorableviewofChlnaandC址nese

Alllericans，thesecondgenerationChineseAmericanwritersrealizedt】lattheirethnlc

affiliationwas no longeraIiabiIity. ThisgrouPaSPiredtothe An1ericanChristian

va】uesandwas interestedinseekingathreadthatcouldhnkChristiandoctrilleswith

theChineseConfucianbeliefsintowh1chtheywerebom.Theystrovetoturntheir

ethoiclegacyint0an advantagethatcouldhelPgainadmission1nt0n1a1nstream

soCiety.

    However，inthe past fewdecades，the piliars ofAlnericanmoralvalueshave

undergoneunPrecedentedchallenges，inregardtofanlily，schoolandr即。。Asamodel

而nority，Ch」neseAJ11ericanscouldnever seem tobe即垃tledthes田nerightasthe

Privileged“realAlllericans，，whitemenalthoughthe为nericanbomChineseregard

山emselvesas co Americanizedinmanyways.Race诫Ilconimue toPlaya
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51即ificant roleinthewaysubsequenigenerati0nsofChineseAn1ericansviewthe

Unitedstates.ThecausesleadingtoChineseAmerican feelingofalienationand

heterogeneity are diverse.InPart，itmightduetot】leuniquenessofChinese

Confucian characteristicsimbuedinthebloodofChineseAmericans认11en they

confrontingthe cruelaspectoflife.Generallyspeaking，religionisakindofbuffer

zone forllumanbeings，irresPectiveitbeIongStowhatkindofreligiousschools，

AlthoughthemajordoctrinesofConfoci耐sm orChristianity havedifferent

emPhases，oncertaindegree，theyare si而larwhenbringingthestreI1gthforChinese

Alnericanstofacethelife，smiserablerea1itiesanddifficulties.Fromanotherpoint，

theveryfactofthismulti一religiousbackgroundalsomight Providethechancefor

ChineseAi11ericans tofindabalancebetweentheconfro11tationandintergrationof

Confucianism andChristianity. Con1bined初th Confuclan sPiritsandChristian

doctrinescouldentitleChineseAn1ericans thePo、vertolooktbroughthemselvesand

findtheirProPerPositioninthe society
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