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ABSTRACT

The religion of law is what Christianity calls Judaism, to a certain extend, Judaism
is the religion stressing legalism, centralizes moral behavior and God’s justice, while
Christianity emphasizes spiritualism , it is more concerned with the inward piety and
God’s mercy and His forgiveness, therefore the religion of love, or the Gospel religion
contradictory to the law religion. Given the different characteristics they have, it would
be a wonderful thing if they could live harmoniously. and compliment each other in
many aspects in human life as a whole, but the history of relationship between the two
sister religions that both are members of the monotheism family is a far cry from that
idea. The historic Jewish-Christian relation is a huge tragedy. It is something at stake
in the typical Christianity thinking and its theology which made this horrible thing
happened , Christianity asserts Gospel religion has superseded the law religion , the
Christians are the new “chosen people”, so Judaism should be no more, Jewish people
should be converted if they still want to be the God’s people.

Judaism has not been superseded, it can not and should not. Fairly to say , to some
degree, Christianity is just another form of legalism, not only many Christian theologian
from Paul on could never succeed in taking off God’s law and justice from their theories,
they never did so thoroughly and coherently, most of the theologians stressed one side,
and then they did the other to strike a balance. The legalism was always a permanent
factor in Christian thinking. What’s more, with the development of the power of the
catholic church in the middle ages, the church developed dogmas and rituals which
made Christian legalism even more pervasive.

Why is legalism unescapable even to Christianity which broke away from Judaism
within just to oppose its legalism? The answer is the reason for its very existence is still
there. The legalism plays a vital role for people to identify themselves with a group , for
Jewish people , the ethnical group, the Israel mation , the chosen people; for the
Christians , the faith group ,the church, the new chosen people. The role the legalism
plays for people to identify themselves with a group is at the same time for them to
separate themselves from others. The rituals of the legalism for people to identify
themselves with a group is only the surface, the deeper meaning of the legalism for
people is to identify themselves with the good, legalism means moral differentiation
and tension between good and evil. Legalism judge and discriminate people by
differentiating between good and evil, nevertheless both Judaism and Christianity
believe in one God, they believe there will be no good or evil in the world to come, in
the kingdom of God, that is the paradox at the core of the monotheism . paradoxical it
may be , one thing is still clear : in this world ,in this human history, one has to judge
good and evil, that is the reason for legalism .

Key words : legalism Judaism Christianity the Good and Evil Religious Group
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