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摘 要

《乌托邦》是英国16世纪杰出的人文主义者和虔诚的天主教徒

托马斯·摩尔的不朽之作。

杰罗姆·布什雷登一～位摩尔同时代的人文主义者认为《乌托

邦》最显著的特征是它的共产主义。《乌托邦》的作者托马斯·莫尔

是一位虔诚的天主教徒，具有崇高共产主义理想的《乌托邦》与摩尔

的宗教信仰有何关系?为了探究上述问题，以进一步丰富国内学者对

《乌托邦》的研究，本研究以基督教的基础和经典《圣经》为参照，

通过对《乌托邦》文本进行分析，结合西方关于《乌托邦》的相关研

究成果，力图客观地揭示《乌托邦》崇高理想的根源。

经过研究分析，笔者发现不仅《乌托邦》的共产主义理想，而且

《乌托邦》中的其他思想都具有超越时空的意义。这些思想包括反对

独裁和战争；人活着应该享受快乐；实行全民和终身教育；提倡宗教

宽容。本文对这些思想的根源一一做了追溯。

第一章重点从摩尔宗教信仰的原罪观出发，分析、探讨了《乌托

邦》反对独裁和战争思想的根源。第二章侧重以“学习的目的是探求

宗教真理和培养美德"的人文主义思想为着眼点，考察了《乌托邦》

快乐思想和全民、终身教育思想的源泉。第三章结合了摩尔的天主教

信仰和人文主义思想对《乌托邦》的宗教宽容思想和共产主义理想的

基础进行了研究。

通过探索得出，《乌托邦》的思想根源源自作者摩尔的天主教信



仰和人文主义思想。不仅天主教信仰而且人文主义思想都可以在《圣

经》中找到原型和依据，因此可以得出《乌托邦》中的人文主义思想

和《乌托邦》中反映的基督教信仰在本质上是一致的。《乌托邦》中

的人文主义思想旨在探求宗教真理，反映宗教改革的思想。

研究揭示了作者摩尔的人文主义思想植根于其宗教信仰。正如

《乌托邦》中论及的各种思想或者源自摩尔固有的宗教信仰，或者建

立在对宗教教义重新认识的基础之上，或者融合了摩尔原来的宗教信

仰和重新认识了的宗教教义。摩尔的人文主义思想和宗教信仰之间没

有断然的分离。相反，摩尔的人文主义思想是以其宗教信仰为依据的。

摩尔是一位杰出的人文主义者，但是，他更是一位虔诚的天主教徒。

关键词：托马斯·摩尔，《乌托邦》，天主教信仰，人文主义，原罪
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Abstract

叻印曲is the maste印iece of Saint Thomas More，the outstanding

humanist and deVout Catllolic ofthe 1 6m centlJ巧Britain．

Jerome Busleiden，one of the humanists of More’s time stated mat

the most striking feature of呦肠was its communism．Then、Vhat is t11e

relationship between the noble ideal of communism in【坳励and More’s

Catholic faith9 In order to enrich me domestic research on脚缸嬲wen
as to find the ans、Ⅳer to the question，this Study analyzes the text of

矾印妊with references to the WeS．tem scholars’research in this respect，

togethef with the Bf6括弱tlle stau[1dard，aiming at objectively revealing

the Ve巧root of the Utopian ideal．

As the study goes如ner'it is found that not only the Utopian

communistic ideal but also its promoted ideas are of significance beyond

time and space．They are in opposition to dictatorship and w戤promoting

instead the ideaS of pleaSure，cit讫en—odented life—long education，and

religious tolerance．In this t11esis，t11e roots of these ide弱have been traced

back respectiVely．

In Cha讲er One，emphasis is laid on the aJlalysis of the ideas of

UtopiaIl opposition of dictatorship and war f如m the perspective of the

doctrine of original sin．In Cha讲er Two，stress is put on the researCh of

the ideas of Utopiall hedomsm and life—long education 6．om t11e

humanistic notion of‘‘seallching after tlle religious trInh锄d cultiVating

Vi咖es嬲the end of le锄ing"．Ch印ter 111ree deaIs w汕the Utopiall

religious tolerance and its lo船ideal of communism f而m the angle of

More’s Catll01ic belie矗and his humanistic ideas．

IlI



In sulIml哪the Utopi锄noble ideas originate舶m M0re’s Catholic

faith and his humanistic ideas．Furthennore，not only Catholic faith，but

also小e hlmanistic ideas of己脚缸can find也eir pr咖pes and

evidence i!l the Bf6如．Therefore，conclusions call be made that me

humaniStic ideas reflected in￡脚妇are essentially identical wim

Christian faith in矾印级．The end of UtI叩ian humanistic ide弱is t0 seek

a舭r religious t11Jth．’rhey are t0 serve religious faith．

The studv reveals that More’s humanistic ideas锄．e rooted iIl his

religious faith．This is reflected clearly in the promoted ideas ill【厅印妇．

Among t11e ideaS，some originate白om More’s f．ormer religiol塔beliefS，

some others stem丘。om the re—recognition of his religion，stin omerS the

cooperation ofhis fomer faitll and me exploration of religious劬Ⅱ1．

T11ere is no abmpt discomlection be似een More’s humanistic ide嬲a11d

his religious faith．As a matter of f．act，More’s humaniStic ideas are based

on his religion．More is an叭11-st锄ding h啪aniSt，but first and foremost，

he ig a devollt Catholic．

Key Words：Thom弱More，脚妇，CathoIic faith，humanism，original sin
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Introduction

脚妇is t11e masterpiece of Saint Thomas More(1478一1535)，the

outs切ndingh哪anist and devOut Catholic of the l 6m ce咖ry Britain．

ThomaS More，the son of Sir JohIl，a judge，was bom in 1478 in

London．A位r his earlier education at st．知lthony’s School，he’was

plaCed as aboy in tk household of Cardinal John Monoa，觚hbishop of

Canterbury and Lord Chancellor．Thomas More was Sent tO Can她凯眄

College，Oxford，by his patron，where he leamt Greek舶m the first men

who brou咖骶ek咖dies舶m Italy tO Englan扣姗lli锄Grocyn觚d

Thomas LinaCre．In l 499，More leR Oxford t0 study law in London．

珊me咖dying law，More’s e啪est desire to liVe m a monaSte巧

caused mm t0、Ⅳear a hair shirt，ta】b a lOg f-or a pillow，and t0 whip

himself on Fridays．Thou曲later'he chose to have a family and liVe in

the ci劬mese monastic practices Still continued throu曲out his seCular

li瓮．

ARer fiflteen years of living a comfortable，prosperous ci够life as a

regular citizen，the l【ing called on More’s seⅣice．Tms w邪a position

More did not want，as he thought that in King’s court，there was no way

to disse瑚Ible，no way to shut his eyes to miss use of power．He must

openly印prove me worSt prc}posals，and consent to the moSt Vicious

decisionS．“A man、Ⅳho went along only halmeartedly eVen witll the worst

decisions would i衄ediately get himself a name弱a spy and perh印s a
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traitor，’(More 27)①．A comparison may help explain More’s perspectiVe

on why he is unwilling t0 serve t11e royal court．The wise men see the

people swa肌ing throu曲the streets and getting soaked with min，a11d

they c锄ot persuade them to go indoorS and get out of the rain．They

know if they go out memseIVes，they can do nothing but only get

drenched with the rest．So t11ey stay indoors and are content to ke印

themselves dry，since they c甜mot remedy the folly of eVe巧one eIse．That

is why More would mther remain apure觚d independent intellectual and

devote himself to le锄ing than t0 tlle public service．

Yet More considered it his d啊to serve and improVe 11is countⅨHe

took seⅣice under Hen巧Ⅷlater’and fmally became Chancellor in l 529．

More resigIled his position私Ch锄celIor on May 1 6，1 532，the day aRer

the hng and Crom、Vell conVinced廿le parli锄ent t0例ke away the

舶edom of t11e ChurCh．He waS t11en im砸soned in me。I．0wer of LondOn

for fi&en months before being executed硒a舰itor 0n July 6m，1535．

Had he swom锄oa_吐l accepting King Hen巧Ⅷ懿Supreme Head of the

Church in England，t11is could have been preVented．More waS canonized

by tlle Catllolic Ch鹏h弱a saint by Pope PiusⅪm 1935．

More w弱reg捌ed as all o蝴ding la、Ⅳyer andjudge m London of

mat period．At me same time，he waS al∞engaging himself in literature

and philosophy His maSte印iece，呦妇，w鹤written at this time．

Mo陀’s叻印妇w鹤、州tt锄m Latin，and is in two parts，ofwhich the

secon也 deSCribing tlle place 弱 he called it ∞metimes in llis

①mqu删i蛐ismade舶帆pa舻27inlk慨ofUtop妒edi硼锄d臼a璐latedby RobcrM，

Ad觚I ill hjs book of叻印蛔彳恐恼耐7蛔嚣幻蚴肋蛐即埘凼c，蝴．2lld ed·(Ne、^，Y0出：W

砒W Nonon&C咖pany’1992)．Subseq嘲t糟fi骶n。豁幻ttIis editi∞WiH appear访tIlc由嘲
wi廿l page numbe搭only．
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letters—_nowhere，was、Ⅳritten towards the close of l 5 l 5；the first part，

introductory’early in 1 5 1 6．The book was first printed at LouVain，late in

l 5 1 6，under the editorship of Erasmus，PetIer Giles，and 0ther of More’s

humanistic 衔ends，but was not printed ill England during More’s

lifetime．

Under me veil of a play如l fiction，聊印坛is intensely e锄est，and

abounds in practical suggestions．It is the work of a scholarly and wi斜

humanist arld devout Camolic，who舭I$in his own way the chief

political and social evils of his time．Beginning with fact in a commission

to the Low CouIltries，More teIls how he 90es t0 AmⅣe叩，where he finds

a pleaSure in the socie哆ofPeter Giles．Then fact slides into fiction with

the finding of Raphael I{Q肚hoday；a、vell—t11aVeled fHend of Giles’，who

does not belieVe iIl the present system of goVemment，but rather in t11at of

脚妇，、Vhich he thinb is the only仃ue common、№altll．He describes

eve哆aspect of it to Giles and More．The book is based on this

description．

Based on the belief of original sin，the author i11 11is【脚砌expresses
his opposition t0 dictatorship，and印peals t0 the restriction of King’s

right．Also on the sanle beliee tlle Utopians hate w鸩howeVer they are

ready for it in case of defending their nation．

In addition，the Utopians believe that God desi印s the soul to be

h印py，and as people should always follow God’s guidelines，they should

仃y to be happy．Pleasure is t0 be sought a船r'but at no o也er persons’cost．

The Utopiall education is all c“izen-oriented觚d life—lasting，锄d the

Utopians value the cultiVation of mind moSt hi醇lyl 7Ik idea of pleasure

of矾印记and its education c姐be traced baCk t0也e hⅡIlaniStic ide弱of

3
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C“stians in me early 1 6th cemu巧Europe．

nou曲C城stianity mat the author has faith in belongs t0

monotheism，his Utopialls practice rel珥ous tolerance．HoweVer，tIle

Utopialls are not entitled t0 claim the citizenship if tlley re如Se to have

faith i11 a supreme Providence and to loSe faith i11 immortal时of soul

aRer de8th，which are tv旧如n妇nental teaChings of CIlristiani够

Therefore，the notion of reli西ous tolerance in U卸妇is rooted in More’s

religious faitll and bjs h啪anistic ideas．Under the same仔锄e、№rk of

thin虹ng，the Utopians praCtice communism．The communism of【脚妇
gains砥shape on也e thinldng and analysis of the money-oriented soci啊

of the sixteentll c部岫哆Britaill丘．om the perSpectiVe of More’s Catholic

faith．More builds the communism of his C脚妇on religion．Mean、Vhile，

it renects More’s radical desi他to refonIl tIle society under the uniVers址

Camolic ChurCh．Therefore，tlle commlmism of【坳妇results丘om the

combination of More’s Catholic faith and his humanistic ideaS．

Designedly fantastic i11 suggestion of details，己，卸切is a work of a

Christian hulnaniStic scholar who haS read Plato’s Republic，锄d h弱his

伽1Cy quickened by“．Beneam me Veiled description of the isl觚d，mere

hides noble argumen臼．

Utopia meaIls perf；戈t socie够Through Raph能l，Mo他showS t0 the

world the pe彘Ct con砷omvealtll lle desigIls，觚d tllis is wI哦Raphael is

des嘶bing iIl mis b00k-the perf＆t coun臼y mat he Visits．There is n0

greed，辩lfisllIl鹊s，bru乏ali劬and Ve叮little crime．Ful_出翎眦峨all are

rich and happy’tllou曲nO_body ow憋卸州ng，for wl娥caIl be rich盯

协锄to live w洫ahappy觚dtfanquiI mind，触舶m anxie哆?

矾印妇is M吣’s ilI】lIIlo她1 wo旭and k I粥cIlieny be髓



remembered for this work，It shows to the world a better hope and the

noble pursuit for the human state of their o、vn ideals．And it is another

milestone in the 11isto巧of me Utopian ide0109ies following P1ato’s

R9p科6缸c．

Studies on Thomas More and his沈印砌have neVer ceased eVer

sinCe觇叩磁was published．The following survey of觇印妇studies

abroad is based on LAkowski’s Study on狮叩妇bibliography．Studies of

C，卸妇m English can be topically diVided int0 the following eight

categories．

7I’he first catego叫deals with general stlldies listing general studies

of脚励(maimy in book f0册)．For ex锄ple，Rob叭M．Ad锄s’帅妇?
彳尺鲫妇耐m玎，肠砌绝肋c蛔叼绷凼，D砒括朋锄d J．H．Hexter’s胸陀≥

狮印肠?砀P曰魄暇咖矿册砌fall硫o this catego呼

7Ihe next catego巧studies genre，composition，Book I of【坳妇，and
conclusion， relating to the composition， stmcture a11d the historical

backg砷und of【乃印扬．W：R．DaVis’‘‘Thomas More’s脚缸嬲Fiction”
is one of a substantial woIIkS．n this l(ind．

The next catego叫‘‘litera拶studies’’伊。oups together literaV topics，

incIuding：dialogue，dialeCtic and d“ljrna；rhetoric，fiction and poetics；

irony’parad0X，humor and satire；Lat．m s够le；UtopiaJl language and

names．D．M．Beving’s‘‘The Dialogue in所叩融：711wo Sides of t11e

Question，’is one of t11e representatiVes of this catego哆

The follo_wing catego巧‘‘geography in研叩珏’deals with questions

of historical geography’the geo分aphy of the ima西nation and u小组

plarming．J．Freeman’s‘‘A Model Territo巧：Enclosure m More’s矾叩妇”

is one ofex锄ples of this 1I血d．
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The ne)(t catego叮‘‘humanism，ethics，philosophy and rel igion’’

encompaSses studies of mtellectual history，moral and political philos叩hy，

humanism，Utopiall religion and theology，inCluding pleasure锄d moral

philosophy；war and peace；social and political philos叩hy；Utopian

conlIllunism，law'a11d prope啊；hum赫ism and education；religion a11d

theology；suicide and de甜1；m耐age，diVorce and岛minism．E．Sunz’s

“Thomas More and Communism’’belongs to this catego哆

‘‘Claussical and medieval sources and analogues’’descmes possible

classical and medieval sourCes and parallels．G Wbgemer’s‘‘CiceroniaIl

Humallism in More’s帅砌’’and Smith Baker’s刀zD聊础^勿馏口刀d

Pt口10's V10ynge：Am阢llg泔nt Lecttlre Given册lst如陇l 978 m

踟咖砂CD，姆删fall int0 this catego阱

‘‘己坳妇through ages’’deals witll the historical influence of(坳肠
in me Renaissance arld aRerwards． R．P Adam’s ‘‘The Social

Responsibilities of Science m矾矽肠，^伽彳砌玎廊and A舭，’and

‘‘Designs by More觚d E溺mus for a New Socim ord订’are啪

ex锄ples of this姑nd．

The categ吖‘‘M卸(ism锄d lit翎弧y theo叮"deals wim socialist and

Man(ist inte叩retationS of劬印勋锄d

蕊∽印概w砌口砌幻廊．口I『伽砒翩is cate90rized in mis categoⅨ

低above is a晰efsuⅣey of矾印妇studies吞broad．

Studies of研印细at home，relatively spealdng lag be垴砸those iIl

the W色s毫e：m world．1flle domestic smdi懿mainly remam iII me domah of

仃锄slatiolls．The Chine辩妞啪slatio粥of矾印妇证clude矾印蛔by Dai

Liuling劢D，嬲胁地砂Ni Huili鹕and Wu№吸出，胁愆口耐舶

叻叩妇by Guall Qitong，觚d 7抛觏s幻秒矽矾印豇硼弘阻譬by zh锄g

‘



ZhaoIin．Amother^勿形口材翩j聊印肠is edited by Shi Maoming and Lin

Zhengqiu，wrhich defines More as the founder of Utopian socialism and

humanism．

In view of the limited relevant articles and dissertations aS well aS

Chinese cautious砌tude t0 religious issues，ThomaS More’s Catholic

identi够and the relatiOnship be觚een叻印妇and reli酉on are rarely

I∞、Ⅳn t0 the public at home．Fommately’in recent years some scholars

have explored and趵LIdied Thomas More’s religious faith and Utopian

religion fbm di廊rent perspectiVes，which shows that M_0re’faith and the

religious dimension iIl his脚缸have obtained more锄d more甜emion·

“Utopian Litera臼lre and t11e B拍彪"in户lD陀辔刀￡胁，)，C暇比西川(200 1)

categorizes Utopian Litera_ture f硒m a general angle，Statmg the占汤彪，邪

the basis of C城sti锄i劬plays锄imponant pan in Utopian liter咖re．

In order to enrich the domestic researCh on劬印面嬲、№ll as t0

explore the Ve叮r00t of Utopiall noble ideas，that is to say'why More，a

devout Catholic，鹕ues for such ideaS of opposition to dictatorship and

waL promotes mstead the ideaS of pleasure，citizen-oriented life-long

education，religious tole啪ce and communism，this study analyzes the

teXt of U幻p蛔witll references t0 t11e Wbstem scholars’releVaIlt research，

together witll the艿f6跆弱the stand矾，aiming at reVealing t11e VeD，root

of Ut叩ian noble ideas o_bjectiVely．

The study shows that the Utopian noble ideas ori西nate仔om More’s

Catholic faith and Ks humanistic ideas．Fu吡ennore，not only C甜恼lic

faith，but als0 the humanistic ideas of U卸妇caIl find吐leif proto够pes

and evidence in the艿汤纪．Therefore，conclusions can be made that thIe

humanistic ideaS renected in矾印缸are essentially identical wim

7
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CMstiall faittl in矾印面．ne end of Utopiall humanistic ideas is t0 seek

aRer religious tmth．They are to serve religious faith．

The study als0印peals to the fellow citizens t0 emphaSize the study

of Westem religion instead of stic虹ng t0恤altitude of aVoiding and

neglecting it．As a matter of f．aCt，many of the Westem h姗【anistic ideas，

suCh缎the ideas of chari劬雠edom，and equality are deriVed舶m

CMstian fi酊th．It is also me caSe with More’s noble and humanistic ide嬲

which originate fbm his faim．More，t11inkng within his CIlristiall faith，

aSsumes that me significam elements of socie妙are the natuml Virtues，

justice，temperaIlce，fortitude and prudence．When we leam丘．0m tlle

W．estem、vorld，we lay emphasis on tlle证technology and Science as wen

弱tIleir mstitutions．Teclmology and science themselVes are 900d，yet

t11ey c觚not puri鸟people’s heart．Technology锄d science wimout

virtues are 3ust l墩e weapons访me harld of the insane．while eVen the

best institution，aCcording t0 More，if without the support of Vi咖es，is in

vam．What mdkes one good is the Inoral锄d甜licaI Value，锄d tIle

B汤厶红曲e basis of ChristiaIl faith，is the ve巧source of Wbstem moml

and etIlic value，which is the es鹋ntial issue we shouId haVe emph嬲ized．

I



Chapter one

The Catholic①Faith Implied in脚妇

1．1 Original Sin in Catholic Faith

The曰f6彪does not mention the words‘‘original sin’'．The teaching of

original siIl is adVanced by the0109ists．Literany'original sin is the first

siIl that the firSt man committed in Eden by eating the forbidden f-mit．’I’he

doctrine of original siIl haS receiVed considerable scrutiny and debate

among C¨Stians throu曲out t11e ages．

Augustinian doctrine of original siIl teaches t11at eve巧indiViduaI is

bom试t0 a broken world where sin is already aCtiVe，that they are

inevitably influenced perSonally by the actions of others and the

consequences of choices made by others．The Augustinian e腩ctiVely

believes that human n咖re—and hence eVe巧indiVidual person·is

na、Ⅳed(Peterson 9 1)．

Augustine’s fonnulation of original sm is popular锄ong the Rom锄

Catllolic ChurCh，Orthodox ChurCh，锄d Protestant refo肌ers，such嬲

Manin Luther and John Calvin．Cath01icism regards“original sin as tlle

general condition of sin如lness intoⅥ，hich human beings are

bom’’(‘‘Original’’)，n锄ely that since Adam sinned and was driVen out of

①Catholicism belongS to o∞of小e thrce main b啪ches of CMsti卸畋Which眦Cath0Iic，
orthodox 锄d Pr讲estant．ov盯the c锄turies， Christi锄i钞h鹤 diVided iIlt0 numer0吣

de∞min砒io船．Each denomination h鹊its own distinctivc belie6 or practices，but they a馆

commonIy considered b髓nches of the姗e∞ligion because they ag他e on such如nd锄e删s笛
tlle Bible，tIle Trini戗鲫d the般曲ingS ofone G0d，immortalny ofsoul，觚d∞伽锄d∞f0I仙．

Most of the denominations thal exist today iIlcluding Purit细ism s．m∞tlle Protestallt Refonnati册

faU under the Pro但stant category．

9
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Eden，human beings are bom int0 a fallen world．omlodox Church

indicates that‘‘original sin is heredita哆’’(“0|riginal”)．original sin passes

舶m Adam and Eve t0 all t11eir o舔pring．As we all are the descen蛐of
Adam a11d Eve，we all have share m original sin．The Protest：antism

defines original sm aS‘‘a tendenCy tow莉sin'’．nis tendency towards sin

is referred t0弱a“sin n批．”(“original”)．
However，也e砌itional conc印t of original sin is challenged by

modem theology．According t0 modem theolog蜘man’s nature is pure

because Adam is made in God’s image．Adam was made pure at his

Creation，but tllat does not mean he is pe疵ct．He has his limitations．“If

he had been a11．1(nowing and neVer changing，he would haVe neVer made

tlle decision tO eat恤劬it’’(Traill，砌D 66))．111erefore，it is man’s

limitations that lead to their inevitable sin凡lness．Man’s nature is puI．e

but man is imperf．eCt．

Thomas More，me autllor of U玉叩妇and deVout Catholic holds fast

the main teachin笋of Roman Catllolicism includmg its doctrine of

ori西nal siIl that m觚is bom sinfIll．

1．2 The Doctrine of Original Sin as Dynamics in Opposing

Dictato体h ip

The doc仃ine of耐ginal sill pr0Vides tIle Utopiam witll insight iII

opposing dic觚rsllip．Acc砌ing t0 0rig如l血of CIlriS：ti锄faitIl，peQple

have inherent sho毗omings，、Ⅳeal(nesses and limitations．The cycle of

destllJction龃d rcc伽珞臼mction of thc llisto巧of m舢d’∞cording t0

Christi锄faith，is the他sult of h岫飙limitatio邮．Tl托虹ng is t11e head or



On the CathoIic Faith and Humanism in Tlhomas More’s‰胁

‘‘shepherd’’of the count哆．Tb More，‘‘a people’s welfare 0r mise巧flow

in a stre觚l仔om their kin分’(8)，‘‘the welfare or ruin of a commonwealth

d印endsⅥmolly on the character of the king and his o硒cials’’(64)．Thus

king and his omcials must，first of all，be superVised and restriCted．Based

on the belief in human weaImesses，me UtopiaIls are eXtremely strict to

personal characters of their rulers and administrators．They are selected

仔om a small ponion of social elites who are engaged m the academic

researCh访the humanities．And what is more，they must still be

supeⅣised and restricted aRer t11ey are elected．

Such rejection of dictato砷ip is not only reflected hl矾叩肠，ms

work，but also m reallife．About 20 yearS later aRer【坳妇w嬲wTi他玛
King HemyⅧpromulgated the Supreme Act in 1 534，、Ⅳhich made him

bottl a secul2ur monarch aIld a religious leader，m otller words，he enjoyed

the supremacy of both secular rights and spiritual Status(安东尼92-1 20)．

More’s religious beliefs made him belieVe that‘‘the supremacy of secular

kir培"was itself a f．allacy'because an people had limitations．God is the

omy supremacy of heaVen and earth(Ge刀甜括1 4：1 8)．More mought that

the Act of Supremacy would bring disas打ous aRe咖aths to the count巧，

so he re凡sed to swear to it．He was found guilt)r of臼．eaSon and w鹤

beheaded on the scafjFold on July 6，1 535(安东尼123．37)．More tI．uly

如lfills his promise m【，玉叩妇．‘‘If God’s diVine majesty so please，they

(the Ut叩ians)ask to be brou曲t t0 him soon，eVen by the h刹est possible

death，rather than be kept away五bom him longer’eVen by the most

proSperous of e矾ly careers"(8 1)．More is as 900d as his word，and

wills ttle respeCt of those、Vho hold a negatiVe or a伍肌atiVe attitude

tow砌his religious faith．
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。111e teaChing of original sin o行e体God，s followers everlasting

dynamics in fi曲ting against dic组to砷ip．More’s C础01ic faiⅡ1 a11d his

idea of restriction on nle rights of kings do not V柚ish in tlle AngIican

Church which accepts me Act of Supremacy．In吐le later rights Strug出e

bet、veen British Parl iament alld吐1e l【ing，we call see me s11staining and

fo珊idable strength of Christi锄faith．IIl nle second half of the 1 6t11

century'的m among the Anglican‘a religious sect—-British PuritaIlism

．waS sepamted．The first half of t11e 17m century saw the intenSified

conflict be晰een me l(ing a11d the new aristocracy，bou唱eoisie with

Puritall tendency，leading to me British Bourgeois ReVoIution，also

l(no啪船me嘣tall Revolution(‘‘英国’’)．British Bourgeois Revolution

ended up wim the esta【blisllIllent Df bou唱eois regime a11d a conStimtional

monarchy which aimed at limiting t11e ri曲ts of the King of En西and(“英

国’’)．Therefore，t量Ie restriction of虹ng’s rights is gu甜allteed on the

conStitutional basis．

We may be砌i11ed to att曲ute龇Victo巧of British bourgeoisie

0ver feudal rulers to the economic deVelopmem of British capitalism，t0

the gro、池ofthe bourgeoisie and the new撕stocracy So that they request

political objectiVe，Such勰po、ver，but neglect也e spiritual S仃erlj昏m tIlat

make mem stron岛which is ChristiaIl f她h iIlⅡ1eir StrIlggle againSt me

feudal po、Ⅳer．From More，we see tlle strength mat faith infhses into Km

t0 f砬e dea也w酏cahIlIless，steadiness and aSSuage．

From More to British Bourgeois R-eVolutiofI’soc谢cl弱Se毫have

changed；也e classification of m锄h龃V撕ed．What i3 inV撕able is

pe叩le’s faith．Ill叫icul甜，the C埘sti孤concept of耐ginal s．m makes



0n the Catho“c Faith and Humanism in Thomas More’s【厄叩肠

men belieVe the harm of dictatorship，and therefore the叩position to

dictatorship is always consistent．Faith has proVided the cons啪t standard

f．or man．

Safleguarding P叩e’s authority，to More，represents safeguarding

God’s autllori妙，、Ⅳhich caIl best resist dictatorship as God is perfect．

More叩poses king’s dictatorship．How does he View Pope’s ri曲t?Does

he advocate the supremaCy of Pope’s authori够?In the discourse pan on

the duties of priests in呦勉，“the most per传ct state’’(3)，we can observe

his attitude in this respect．IIl所印妇，“no ofjficialin[矾印勉】is more

honored thaIl the priest’’(78)．Inspired by faim，tlley win honor for their

hi曲moral char孤ItcIr'and what is more，since mey are care凡lly selected

锄d the number is small，it is quite rare for them to become corrupt锄d

degenerated．In addition t0 the duties of presiding oVer religious worship，

inspecting social conlJption，proViding I．econunendations and a(1Vice to

King of己脚扬and goVemment o硒cials，‘恤e priests are entllJsted wim

teaching me children and yom玛people’’(78)．“As the du妙of tlle priests

is simply to counsel and adVise，S0 correcting and punishing o腩nders is

the duty of the prinCe and the other o瓶cials"(78)．Accordingly，priests

have no real secular power，it is held iIl the hand of the l(ing and his

omcials．In【脚砌，religion(including education)and secular af．fairS are

c撕ed out separately．

King of【鲫砌，with the secular ri曲ts，manages tlle secuIar matters，

、Vhile priests are responsible for religious af仫irS with no secular power．

From the ab0Ve observation，we may draw me conclusion that More

利【voca：tes Pope’s authority iIl me spiritual domain rather than iII the

secular af．fairs．Also丘om his attitu(1e也at‘‘he has been、№rshiping God

13
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firSt，followed by respect啦kings’’(qtd．h安东尼1 20)，Mofe maintajns

that the autllorit)，of Pope should be hi曲er man nlat of l【ings，because m

his view，Pope is God’s represent：atiVe h the secular wOrld．By

safeguarding P0pe’s au也ority，tO More，can maIl best combat dictatorship．

As sinllers can not remove sm丘om sirulers(物f历PM，12：26)，only man

without sin caIl tdke away mall’s sin。So God sends ms oIdy begotten son

to become man t0 this world t0 puri黟man’s hea心to remoVe man’s siIl

(尬砌伽；胁心L扰屁；如办刀)①．Accordmg to the doct血e of Trmit)r，Holy

Father，Holy Son and Holy Ghost aI-e me same god．Besides I{is diVine

na_ture，God also possesses man’s nature．Only perfect God’can ma|∞it

possible to ta：ke away sins，and“is also仃Lle in fi出iIlg against

dictatorship．It should be noted mat More’s safeguarding of Pope’s

authori锣is challenged arld remains in histo叫．In contrast，tlle U．S．claims

itself a nation吼der God．Thou曲different m fonTI，More，the designer of

the best state of Utopia，aIld the founding f．athers of tIle U．S．，me pl甜mers

of tlle nation share tlle s锄e religious baC蚝r0眦ld．

’rhe separation of rcligion and seculaur afrairS私wen鹤religious

丘eedom are God’s will，which c锄keep religion pure，complete without

being polIuted by secuIar sills，and therefore make it possible iIl fi曲ting

against dictatorship．The proposal of∞paration of陀li百on and secular

affairs访矾印妇is derived觚m M0re’s religious beliefs．1t c锄find沁

basis ill the曰硒彪．More th址s mat the teaching ofJesus C城st is也e best

philosophy(20)．Jesus’life sets pe叩le a perf．ect觚d如mal example；

Je淌’dea_dl mal【es m跹rel)ent；Je溜’陀sumction酉Ves岫m hope．

①The肋拓oo雌ists of 66 b00．【s．wh饥citi唱∞衄溜ilI tI】峙曰龇伽it page n哪b啪

a№gett灯-lId c确by diVisio惜(b∞lc’ch印白％嗍)’w硒∞翻D惜scI删i豫meⅦ向璐
n岫be璐．for ex咖ple，“Manllew7：l”他觚t0 tIle b00k ofM枷圮w'ch舭订，ve雠l in龇鼢肠．



On the Catholic Faith and Humanism in Thom雒More’s狮DD肠

According t0 the records in J乃切D磊砂6：15，尺卯P肠fL幻，z 17：14 and 19：16，

Jesus Christ is‘‘king of kings’’and‘‘lord of lords’’．He is the only

SoVereign．With me addition ofme content in如办刀6：1 5，、枷en aware t11at

people are about to make him king by force，Jesus deliberately avoids．

Also in the易西彪，there records Jesus’st：atement：‘‘I am a虹ng．For this 1

was bom【⋯】’’，but‘‘my kingdom is not蜀rom this world【⋯】’’(乃办玎

l 8：36·37)．Based on the aboVe conte鹏，the authority of Jesus Christ is of

supremacy．MoreoVer’He is the虹ng of spir“．In More’s咖级，the
priests enjoy the hi曲est statlJs，but do not have secular power in mat they

might be polluted by secular sins．It is held iIl the kmd of the hng of

狮印妇and his o伍cials．111e idea of the separation of religion and secular

af．fairs is deriVed疗om More’s religious beliefS．

Ⅵmile the idea of religious蠡旧edom can also fmds its evidence i11 the

Bf易彪．Jesus had eVer had a conVersation with his disciple Jolul l墩e this：

3 8 John said t0 him，“Teacher'、张saw someone casting out

demons in your name，aIld we tried t0 stop him，because he

was not following us．”39 But Jesus said，‘‘Do not stop him；

for no one、Vho does a deed ofpower访my n锄e will be able

soon aRenⅣard t0 speak eVil of me．40 Whoever is not against

us is for us’’．(施棚：38_40；三甜彪9：49—50)
From this conversation，、№see that God tolerates di毹rent beliefs．

There are different fomls of religion throu曲out the Utopian island．

1110u曲their religions di氐r，most of the Utopians，ho眦Ver，and锄ong

these all the wisest’belieVe nothing ofthe sort：

They belieVe iIl a sin西e po、Ver'unknown，etemal，infinite，

inexplicable，f撕beyoIld tIle grasp of the h岫an mind，aIld
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di腼sed t}啪u曲out the uniVerse，nDt physically，but in

influence．Him they call famer，and to him a10ne they砌bute
the origin，iIlcrease，progress，change，觚d end of all Visible

things；they do not o艉r diVine honors t0鲫y 0thef．(72)

By carrying out the policy of separation of religion arld secular

affairs狮印蛔aims at ke印ing砥religion pure，cle觚，complete；and by

implementing religious矗．eedom，it calls for man’s coming to God witll a

willillg instead of a forced heart also ta唱eting making its religion pure

and clean．Only such pure religion can haVe strength and power iIl

fighting against sins，and dictatorship．

Not 011ly th她we call also observe the simil撕ties be觚een tlle

religiouS mode of America and mat of矾印妇．IIl the United States，me

poliCy of religious 舶edom 锄d separation of church and s‰ 撇

iIIlplemented，which is almost me caSe in狮印切．The founding f抽ers of

the U．S．may get the s锄e reVelation仔om God嬲the designer of帅妇
does． Ahhou曲religious 舭edom is、Ⅳritten into the Constitution，

howeVer，the oVerv出elming m萄orit)，believes访CMstianity①in the U．S．

This C¨sti觚仃：adition c纽be臼限ced back t0 t11eir PIIrit锄妇migrant

a11cestors，juSt私me Ut叩iaIls’religious makeup is pl锄ed and designed

①Unlil汜s伽舱∞unlfi髂，吐埒unit酣stal笛d∞s l烈illcludc a q嘴秘ion叠bo哦陀li幽∞ifl诋

c饥s驱，狮d h缌∞t d0∞∞fi盯ov盯finy yea娼．R．eligio晒adlle他nt staliStics ill tIle U．S．疵

obtained fbm surveys，锄d o唱锄izalio耵山坞porting．1’he U．S．啪s潞陀b嚣∞me A砌S咖dy
when it陀por坞佣心li西。峭makeup of tlIe count阱11砖Gmd啪舱CeTIt盯of mc City UniVe侣i哆of

New Yo^‘h豳cond№倒twD m萄研3盯veys iIl r∞e哺yea璐．o∞w弱c伽ldl蚓姆d罄Nalional

SllⅣey of Reli咖嶝Identi＆al汹(NSRI)in 1990。惋甜峨l【IId帅憝A腿血锄Religi0Ils
Idemi6catioIl(ARIS)、v笛coIldu曲酣iIl 2∞l Fc嘶uary t0 Apfil，which show tIl砒Ⅱ埒pmpofti蛐of

吐硷A脒麻锄脚ul撕册吐嵫c锄k claSsi6。d警C’瞰i锄is铂％in 1990 a耐77％．m 200l

佗spectiveIy．The suⅣeys a诧tlle la憎eSt’mo醴comp他he啮ive硼船∞他Iigio崦identificali伽dom

by 30ciologis坞B甜叫A．K∞m吨Seymour P L勰hm觚and ass∞ia自略砒tIle G偿d瑚舱scIlod of

the C时univerSity ofNew Yb出．



by their deVout Catholic autho卜More．ExpertS in the study of American

afhirs point out the effectiVe restriction of dictatorship in America is due

to the Christianity-based ciVilization，which is coincident with the

argument in this part，that is，me opposition of dictatorship in己脚砌is
耐ginated舶m More’s C劬olic fa曲．T11us we have reason to believe

that the religious System ofthe United States and that of矾印扬are of the

same s舰m，and mey share the common ideology．

To sum up，Uh矽妞opposes the royal dict2Utorship，aIld advocates the

lo衄spiritual authori妙of priests rather than their supremacy of secular

power．As me priests o、m no secular ri曲ts which remain m the hand of

me l【ing and ms ofjficials，limiting and cons仃．ainmg the rulers’ri对她

becomes essential．More considers丘’om the angle of the original sin arld

draws the C0nclusion tllat all t11e people have weal(nesses锄d limitations．

In the meantime，More鹕ues that me welfare or min of a common、№alth

depends、vholly on the chari狐ter ofthe l(ings and their omcials(64)，since

peopIe need food，clothing，shelter、ⅣhereVer 2uld、vheneVer they are，

while me 11Jlers and goVemment o伍cials are qpite dif．ferent．7I’herefore，

constraining，controlling and supeⅣising the ri曲ts of the rulers and his

administr乏的rs is responsible for me people as weU aus for tIle nation．The

Ut叩ian opposition t0 dict2ltorship锄d its principle of separation of

研ests’duties觚m也ose of me ldng are deriVed奇om More’s Camolic

faith．His religious faith proVides him with pemanent，Spiritual dynamics

against dictatorship．h Short，也e Utopian叩position t0 dictatofship is

foo把d in Chdstian fai也．
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1．3 The Doctrine of original Sin as EVel．．Iasting Power of

IIl llis U卸妇，More adVoCates me View of anti—war．ne Utopians

‘‘despise war as an actiVity fit only for beasts，yet praCticed more by man

廿1锄by any otller cre狐鹏’’(66)．ne Utopians are peaCe—loving pe叩le，

and they hate war，which is iIl Sha巾contrast with the cons溉t war ill

Europe at me time．Why do the UtOpians insist the ami-war Viewpoint

which is contra巧t0 the praCtice of the militant l【ingS锄d meir o伍cials in

the 1 6m centIJl了Britain and even ill Europe?111is p叭seel【s t0 analyze

也e ideological r00t of Utopian枷一war Vie、ⅣpoirIt．

1．3．1 The Utopian Statement about the MiIitant Fact of the Ru¨ng

Class and its Causes

It is the sm of lust mat prompts the mlers to blilld expaIlsiorL呦蛔
贼es that“most princes印ply themselVes t0 me arts of war【⋯1 they are

genemlly more set 0ll acqui血g鹏w kingdoms by h00k 0f by c啪k th蹰

on 90veming wen tho∞mat they already have"(8)，觚d tlle British虹ng

is of∞exc印ti蚰．He甜empts t0 conquer如rei印nati蚰s thmu曲

waging wa岱．1'l硷虹ng’s faV伽ed ministe璐do n使畔Vent him f如m

av撕ce弧pa璐ion，iIIstead t11e)‘ca瞬t0 him his wickedne懿．111ey

compete t0 hatch∞nspir∽i伪ilI锄甜|empt to 0ccupy a certain place，

他gain-10S南蚰d岫n c哦岫锄的tllor，c咄嘲虹ng岫ir b峨瑚ill

devis啦a set 0fc忍衄n墩K彻tio啦ofw(20—2I)．Why are kings叫
tlleir fav饼司omcials∞inte_陀sled．m wa竹1．Ilis c觚be a舱ly职ld硒m the



C埘stian doctrine of original s洫．

According to the teaching of original sin，since Ad踟’s Violation of

God，eating the劬it of the tree of wisdom，andbeing expelled胁m t11e

Garden of Eden，the communication between God and human beings is

cut o霞C0mmitting sills men becomes in the human nature the inevi协ble

characteristic．Moreover'“sin'’in the Christian concept，not only ref．ers t0

criminal offenses，but alSo refers to the eVil thoughts of hatred，jealousy'

greed，camali以and so on and S0 fordl(拖砌绷8：28)．Kin笋and theh

follo、Vers do not satis匆m goVeming the imlerited country’inStead they

are keen to expand te耐toD，con嗽mtly．The如ndamentalreaSon lies in the

伊eed of hum锄n砷哦．It is greed t11at u唱es№gs into t硎torial

expansion and extemal plunder aS avarice l(nows no bounds．It is also the

greed mat des们ys the feel吨of satisfaCtion and mer-peace of men and

prompts Hngs to senseless conquest．It is original sin in general that嶝s
the nllers t0 senseless warS．

1．3．2 The Utopian Prediction of the ARermath of War and its

opposition to It

The religious faith foretells the Utopians the inevitable failure in

senseless expansion．The Ut叩ians believe that if cons伽tly resorting to

forCe，t：he conqueror“soon saw that keeping it was going to be as hard as

getting it had been’’(22)．A11 me w铲mongers‘‘、ⅣouId cenainly exhaust

his仃easu巧aIld demoralize llis pe叩le，and yet Ve巧probably in the end

coIne to nothing mrough some miSh印or other’’(22)，or in omer words，

也e extemal war is doomed to failure．More’s religious faith proVides him

wim wisdom甜试insight．Tl舱prediction of the aRermath of war can 6nd
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ItS source in廿1e reVelation of tlle relatlonshIp be帆，een the old’Ibstament

and me New 1乙stament．

The Bible consistS of two panS：ne Old Testament alld me New

Testament．TIle 01d Testament is龀sc却ture of Judaism，where鹤恤
New Te啦mlent is the如lfillmem of the Old Te鲰mlent．According t0

ChristiaIl faitll，也e New Test锄ent is God’s ultimate plaIl t0 saVe

mamdnd自om iniquit)，。The reason why it is considered鹤the ultimate

plalI is that Chdst’s coming is foreshadowed mⅡle Old Testament．IIl

屈陀聊如扬3 1：3 l，t11ere records the prediction ofⅡ1e mal(ing of the New

CoVenant or TeSt锄ent by God．And ill矗口fI砌42：l，the coming of

Messiall is foretold．God makes t11e New Test锄ent with tIle intention of

writing His Word访m肌’s heart．According to月匆6删s8：13，iIl Spealdng

of“a new coven眦t'，'God h够made ttle first one(tlle Old Test锄ent)

obsolete．And what is obsolete锄d刚ing old will s00n disappeaur．111is

is Why the humanists Iay emphasis on the New Test锄ent．According to

CMStian faim，“is not bec踟se of God’s impemction that He set down

Ⅱle Old Testamem．On me contra巧He made it t0 giVe people reveIation．

n他协锄sition丘om the Old Testament to me New Test锄ent can be

described硒the Victo叮of‘‘iImer power"over“extemal如rce”．The old

Tes协腓nt唧ph∞izes G0d’s elimination of siIls by extemal force．ne

moSt哆pical ex咖ple is no more tllan恤溉ord ofNoah’s Ark：

5 The Lord始wⅡlat me wickedness ofhumankind w鹚great

ill the eanh，趾d mat eve巧illclination ofⅡle tIl伽曲ts oftlleir

he矾s、张s伽ly evil托d c咖pl c∞tin豫lly。6 And me L0rd

哪so坷tIlal IIc had made manbnd∞the魄rtb，醐d it

酣eved llim t0 his heart【⋯】8 but Noah fouIId f；wor iIl tl№
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si曲t oftlle Lord[⋯】l t11en the Lord said to Noah，‘‘Go int0

me a水，you and all your household，for I haVe seen that you

alone are ri曲teous before me in this generation'’．

(GP玎甜括6：5-7：1)

So№ah，his wife，their three sons and their缸ee wives，altogether

eightpersons were aSkedto go irIto the arl【to avoid ext洫ction in the great

nood that God would let f．a11．

God’s punis№ent of man’s wickedness is complete，decisiVe，and

merCiless．Y乱sins still spread iIl me descend2un临of Noah．The Old

Tbstament places stI．ess on the u∞of outward forCe to change man’s

mldesirable behavior．7nle revelation of the Old 1’estament reveals that

outward fIorce do little in changing people’s heart．If people do good not

舶m their he缸but by force，they c锄ot abide by God’s comm锄dments．

Instead，they still comply with me ide髂of their mind or rules，regulations，

customs，institutions deVeloped仔om their o恫m ideas．

Apart 6．om the powerml witIless of the record of Noah’s Ark there

is the、Vitlless of crucifixion of Jesus Christ by Israelites，、汕o mink they

are the moSt tme，most good God．f．earing people①．The revelation of the

Old 7re曲咖ent 1ies i11 me thinking that ou觚ard f．0rCe，such觞extemal

punishment or conlpulso巧mechanism mi曲t，i11 certaill cirC啪stances，

change pe叩le’s behavior，but caIl not pllri匆theh he矾．If attempting t0

achieVe goals by means of extemal force，one may obtain the s锄e

consequence as Israelites had—曲e cmcifixion of Jesus CMst，也eif o、张

God，by themselVes．The fact of Cmcifixion of God Jesus by me Israelites

proVes mat mey do follow their own law，customs which are made

①Fordi髓rent sourceS ofthe same idea in the成6，P，s∞黼15：6．15，三l‘七e 23：13．25，胁
l 8：33一l 9：24，胁6，Pw 6：6，锄d彳c豳2：36．
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according t0 tIleir own ideas r柏er than God’s law．Extemm punishment

or compulso巧mechanism itself alone is ifl Vaifl t0 puri分people’s heart．

It can 0nly lead t0、vhat is contra巧t0 the耐gillal expectali册．

FrOm the revelation of t11e record of Noa王1’s Ark and the cmcifixion

of Jesus by God’s chosen people，one caIl realiZe that even for good

pu印oses，mall cannot reaCh the goal if only depending on the outward

force，let alone for t11e g聆edy锄bition，resoning to the extreme extemal

f．orce—war。War can 0nly make the occupied pe叩le，summit t0 the

invaderS on the surf-ace，but can not conquer them丘’om the inne肌ost

behg，、vhich results ineVitably m“keepmg the occupied land弱hard aS

getting it’’(22)，2un【d the temporarily preVailed aggressorS’coming t0

nothing aRer“exhausting their tl’e硒ure and demoralizing their people’’

(22)．Foreign w甜，based on me Utopi锄prophecy，is doomed t0白ilure，

as extemal forCe c锄not change people’s heart锄d soul．What call puri母

men’s mind，aCcording t0 ChriSti锄faith，is t11e Word of the New

Tesll帅ent．

1’he New Test锄ent emph嬲izes God’s sav№powerthrou曲Iove

Which aims at佣tillg His Word in m锄’s heart．According t0 CⅫstianity，

God’s pl锄of、砸tillg his Word i11 people’s he甜is realized throu曲Jesus

Christ’s li俺，death锄d resurrection．To be mo陀specific，God so loVes

t11e world tIlat he sent his∞ly bego慨n∞n Jes潞ChriSt t0 tlle wOrld to

be cruCified硒a翰m；o哪f研m雒’s sins who rose on me third dIay锄ong

the dead．Wh∞v盯∞枞kdges m缄Jes潞Christ iS me蛳of G0d，铋d

that he is cruci6ed舔a珊ls(粕1．or m觚’s si璐and ri∞s弧mc third day

a腑Ks dea吐l，will be s酣ed：①．This is God Jes鹕Christ’s 90spel．’ro

①F讲the铷撇GospeI，∞etheb∞ksof施加，黼工l妇，and肭，iIItk尉比．
22
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More，the dedicated Ca_tholic and outstanding humanist，the best religion

is Christian毋，and the best philos叩hy is Jesus C¨st’s teaching(20)．

For anyone who holds this belief will take initiative to follow Jesus’

ex锄ple，repent and p研黟themselVes constantly．Jesus’life sets也e

、阳rld a perfect alld etemal ex锄ple；his crucijEixion ma玉(es men repent

and his res硼rection giVes pe叩le hope．Worshiping God or haVing faith

in God is of most imponance．T0 CMstian咄me key point lies洫faith in

God．Only when people belieVe m God，can God_1he embodimem of

tn曲mlness，goodness，and bea岫，_'lay a role in tIle heans of men．

Jesus C“st’s followers，the CMstianS，inspired by Holy Spirit，go and

proclaim me gospel of Christ aU oVer tIle wodd．Therefore，t11e New

Test锄ent s讹sses God’s saving power by means of word mrou曲

eVangelism(or in other words t11rou曲education)．

nerefore，t11e Utopians obtain the reVelation舶m their faith．‘‘111ey

haVe neither ability nor interest in me ans ofwF’(16)．They loVe peace

and hate war．The point of View against war iIl【鲫面is dra、vn丘．om

C¨stian faith in me perspectiVe of original sin．The Utopians maintain

that the．mdulgence of mling clique洫w2ur lies in the f．act that‘‘they are

generally more set on aCquiring new姑ngdoms thall on goVem访g well

those that they already haVe”(22)，or in otller words，it is the sin of greed

that urges也em t0 blind expanSion．Now that伊eed is one of human’s sins，

war，as one of its afbenllaths，shouldbe opposed by God’s followerS．God

calls on Ilis disciples to“keep your liVes舭e的m the 10ve of money，an|d

be content with what you haVe’’(胁6陀w l 3：5)．Therefore，observing

God’s commandants，abiding by His order，and remsing greed，plⅢlder

and waur are me Ve巧a仕itude that eVe巧devout CMstian should hold．In
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short，the UtopiaIl propheCy of the ineVitable failure of aggressiVe war

and its View point of anti—war stem舶m More’s CMstian faith．

1．3．3 Warlike RuIers in Contrast with Peace—loVing People

War is prompted by me siIl of aV面ce，it should be 0pp0Sed．But call

t11e proposal of keeping peace，and rejecting眦be accept《描by垴ngs and

their o伍cials w110 are t11emselVes a militant笋0u妒1'he Utopi硒s argue

that“peace’’or“war’’d印ends entirely on也e choice of rulers，as劬印缸

states：‘‘You never have war ullless you ch00se it'’(1 2)．On the question

of how to keep peace alld avoid war，矾印缸is influenced by Plato’s

theo巧that“commonwealtIls will become h印py only when philosophers

become hngs or ldngs become philosophers’’(20)．Whetller the rulers caIl

adopt peaCe proposal depends on whetller they are philosophers and have

philosophicⅥray of thinking．
’

The Utopians aI-e convinced that‘～nless kings bec锄e philosophical

themselves，t11ey、Ⅳould never take me adVice of real philosophers"(20)．

0f in甜册words，only philosophy-minded rulerS may accept慨；peace

pr叩。鼢1．F0f More，nle best philosophy is the teaching of Jesus CmSt．

Cllrist’s doCtrine is the doCtrine of peace；CMst’s philosophy is t11e

philos叩hy ofpeaCe(20)．only when tlley tmly肌derstand thc meaning

of C11rist’s teaChing may tIle mlers agree witll t11e peaCe adVice．W11ile the

ldng，for ex锄ple，King HenryⅧ，despite cIaiming t0 be岫supreme

ruler of他ligion锄d∞cul觚affa瓶，is ke饥t0、Ⅳa萨w对．It is similar with

IsraeI’s ca∞．Israelites believe mat mey are God’s ch(疑圯n people，y锐

cmci臼Jesus Christ，Ⅱle溯l of God on thc Cr伪s wiⅡl their 0、釉hands．

Unless lcjJlgs become philosopIlical也em∞lV船，tlley will neV盯ta：ke the
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adVice of real philosophers because they are so infeCted with false Values

that it is impossible for血em to think in a philosophical way．

In this situation，if one puts for、Vard the recommendation of peace

and anti-war，he will a任．ront mockeries，exclusion，and even f．atal disaSter．

More foretells that there is no way for one to dissemble，no way t0 shut

his eyes t0 things．He must openly approVe the worst proposals，and

consent t0 the moSt Vicious decisions．‘‘A man who goes along only

halmeaItedly eVen with the worst decisions wiU immedia|tely get himself

a n锄e弱a spy and perhaps a naito，’(27)．So～Iore、^，ould rather stay

away肋m t11e royal court，and maintain the statuS of a f沁e锄d

independent schol虬humanist aJld CⅫStian．111is is why More is

reluctaurIt to accept King Hen巧Ⅷ’s inVitation t0 seⅣe me soVerei印．

More’s prophecy w鳃向lfilled about 20 years later aRer矾印切w邪

、Ⅳri仕en．King HemyⅧpromulg砷ed the Supreme Act hl l 534，、Ⅳhich

made him both a secular monarch and a religious leader，in other、Ⅳords，

he enjoyed the supremaCy of botIl secular ri曲ts aI]【d spiritual authority．

Mbre’s religious beliefs made him belieVe that‘‘the supremaCy of secular

king’waS itself a fallacy'because all people had limi切ltionS(1、raill 66)．

More was conVinced山at the Act of Supremacy would bring disaStrous

aRennaths to the count巧，so he re如sed to s、Vear to it，and t王len was found

guil够of雠aSon锄d was beheaded on t}le scaffold 0n July 6，1 535(安东

尼123—37)．In tlle face of such a dictator，there is no peace at all，eVen

though the king claims to be the head of the Anglicall Church．

ne alleged God．fe撕ngkingbrings an础er G0d’s follower，More，

25
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to guillotine，which call not change t11e f如t of his ignOr{mce of JesuS

Christ’s teachings or his greedy ambition．It is also the sarIle wiⅡ1 the case

ofme cmcifixion of Jesus Christ by Israelites，t11e God’s chosen people．

Loving Peace and liVing m hannony are the毗itudes the UtopiaJls

obtained m their belief of original sm．The UtopianS r句ect the shl of

鲈eed．“They do not仃y t0 enl鹕e tlleir bound撕es”(16)and are content

with what they haVe．Based on tIleir own，they neVer证terf．ere in other

coumries’ af．fairs and Ⅱley cultiVate tlleir own co眦秽 in eVe巧

conceivable way to make it prosperous．King of矾印缸‘‘loVes ms people

and is loVed by them；he liVes among ttlem，goVems them kindly，and lets

other kingdoms alone’’(22)．The Utopians live in peaCe，a们uence，and

prosperi哆．ne Utopia’s main pu驴se of preparation f．0r war is to defend

its native coun时aIld resiSt invasion．This a位itude of ke印ing peace and

rejecting wars is the result of 9pposing greed，锄d als0 of More’s

Christian faith．

In brie￡it is tlle sin 0f avariIce ma；￡u唱es tlle mIers t0 u矗曲【teous

expaIlsioIls．Any war pronlpted by llle siIl of lust is d00med t0 failure私

tlleir faith钯lls t11em．W缸backed by tIle sin of伊eed should be opposed，

、池ich is me ve巧a：ttit山le tIlat eve巧God．fearing follower is supposed t0

have．The Utopians get wisdom and insight i|1 t11eir quest for the issue of

war 6．om their religio吣f．an．They also absorb shIength丘．0m it in meir

strug百e agaillst any啪rig|lte日嵝e’【temal war．The faith of ori百nal siIl is

ever l蠲ting眇Ⅳ钟l研龇ir oppositioll to蛳y unfighl∞峭w踞



Cbapter Two

The Humanism Renected in Utopia

2．1 The TheoreticaI Basis of Humanism

Aristotle’s Nominalism is the theoretical basis of humanism．

According to Nominalism，ideas or general conceptions do not exist印art

五rom the specific objects谊w11ich they dwell．General principles are

reachedby g弛e血g inf0珊ation throu曲obseⅣation of specific objects

0r．h印penmgs．()f in other wordS，none of me ideas，concepts，categodes，

0r‘‘names’’exist印art董吣m t11e specific objects t0 which they are‘

attached．They exist 011ly because ttle h哪an mind observes me natuml

world and creates categories(n锄es)for t11e marly indiVidual objects it

sees(PeterS0n 1 56—60)．

Wrhen Aristotle’s Nominalism is applied to society，li危in this world

is reg莉ed aS iⅡ1ponant．Human senses become inValuable tools for

understanding t|lis world．“Stotle’s N咖inalism was introduced int0

Europe in me研el劬ce触盯y．Before that，Westem world was dominated

by Plat0’s theo巧．Accordh培to PlatO，God and‘‰th，goodness and

beauty’’that God represents exist in the etemal spiritual wIDfld．That is，

God and“tmth，900dness aIldbeauty’’that God represe幽are absolutely

right．’ms concept can not be pr0Ven；it can only be accepted by faith．

An example may help eXplain mis con如sing idea．Is the notion of

“m州age of a mall and a wom时’ri曲t or埘on妒T0 pre—nominalists，

ttlis is not a question at a11．It is absolutely rigm because God tells iIl ms

曰f6屈that He made a man and a woman to become a coupIe【“册钌z蛇．)．
一

-．
一

· ■ ● ，，1 ·^、
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Since God is absolutely right，his Word—恤e曰西彪is tIlerefore absolutely

ri出．珊1ile with the introduction of Nominalism，a gradual shiR iIl the

basis fOr theology，church praCtice，socie够，and quest for kIlowledge

takes place．

According t0 Nominalism，也e question of whether“marriage of a

man and a wroman” is ri出or wrong also need observation．Afterman arld a woman” lS n刨1t 0r wrong aIso neeQ 0DSerVauon·^I【er

human’s reasoning．difrerent answerS maly be made：me concept ofhuman 7s reasonmg，dltterent answerS may De maae：me conceU oI

“marriage of a man aIld a woman'’may be reasonable；a single life may

be aCceptable；marriage bet、veen the s锄e sexes may haVe its adVantages，

and so on and so fIo n：h．

Mstotle，s Nominalism went t0 its maturi够inⅡle l 3m ce咖．It set

the站age for humanism which舭used 0n h啪an’s sense印矾舶m faith．

The new stress on the imp咖ce of the material world gaVe rise to tIle

idea mat hum锄beings should tal(e control and maI(e conditionS better iIl

this life．

The rise of humanism accompanied ttle Renaissance．Humanism is

quite a complicated concept．n can be classified into铆o categories iIl

general—secular humanism and C嘶sti锄h啪anism．1110u曲they share

the s锄e last name，they are qu沁difrerent．There are t、Ⅳo major

di仔brences iIl between．111e firSt difference is tllat∞cular h咖唿nism

emph硒izes tIle unlimited abil毋of m锄t0 change the world(陈嘉87)，

while Christian humanism realizes maIl’s limitations eVen thou曲it alSo

s臼．esses m觚’s abili哆to improve life伊eterson l 72·73)．’nle second

difference lies in也at鸵cular humanism denies the existence ofGod(陈

嘉87)，、地ile C“stiaIl h啪anism acknowledges me existence of G0d

(Peterson 172—73)．m h岫觚ism I adopt belongs t0 the later one．
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Humanism emphasizes the possibili秒of good and beauty in this

world aS well硒man’s responsibili够to impr0Ve life．Wrllile aCc印ting

many ofthe prec印ts ofNominalism，it stin stresses the absolute authority

of faith m God觚d seekS some kind of combination of faith and senses

(Peterson 1 72—73)．

We may get more证sight洫what humanism is in the following

statements。“Originally humanists were those who belieVed that the study

of tlle humanities(叭，lite肌re，philosophy，and langu49e)could

improVe religion and soCiety"(Bush 72)．They emphasize the study of

classical litera_ture and the B西饴，but hold th砒it is not觚end，but a

means．“The real puq)ose of me study is t0 help be讹r uIlderstand

religious truth and cultivate virtues’’(安东尼 l 3)．Also’t0 t11ese

h岫anistS，the ultimate tmths are wholly reVeaIed i11 the口汤k especially

the New T．est锄ent(Hexter 54)．To More，the author，“when learmng，

one should put Vinue in me first place，le踟ing in the second place【⋯】

worshiping God，ch耐ty，锄d humility are considered t0 be t11e genuine

五mits of leaming，and those study with such views，wiIl easily attain the打

end"(qtd．iIl Hexter 119)．

Therefore，Nominalism st】resses hum锄’s illValuable abili妙m

understanding mis world，、^，hile humanism emphasizes faith、vhen

aCc印ting the prec印ts ofNominalism．They realize me limitations ofm舭

and址e adVantage of human reason in their search for religious tmm．

If asked t0 answef the aboVe question，也e humanists will choose the

first answer without doubt—m矾age of a m锄and a woman is

absolutely ri曲t，because when they do research，mey always僦(e their

religiouS prmciples嬲guidance．h the following section，we win see tlle
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hedonistic idea promoted in劬℃坚砌．Is t11e idea just man’s blind reasoning

without the support of faith?

2．2 Humanism as the Source of Hedonistic Idea

Humanism emphasizes the possibili妙of good and beau够in this life．

Life in this world becomes relatiVely important．Whether man should

e面oy pleasure in this life becomes an meVitable qllestion．、胁ile

aCcording t0 the fomer practice，this life was unimportant，it、Ⅳas just

preparation for也e a舭rlife， and cultiVating Vi咖es、瑚 of most

sigIlificance．n is during t11is shift for the churCh practice and quest for

religious tnIch tIlat也e U幻piaIls conduct a咖dy on whether Virtues and

pleasure could coexist．Does God really硫end his creature for a seVere

a11d harsh life?ARer consideration，the Utopians adV锄ce the hedonistic

idea．

In exploring the meanillg of pleasure，the Utopians hold the same

attitIlde as the hⅧnanists do．—_the humanists hold f．aSt t0}Ⅱ伦ideas mat the

end of le锄ing is to矧Ve for religious㈨and that religious principles

are inValuable guidaIlce in their陀aSoning．Tlle Ut叩ians do the researCh

in order to explore religi叫s仰th and when they do it，tIley neVer giVe up

their religious研nciples鹤guid锄ce(50)．nou曲the Utopians

recognize tIle role t11at hum锄陀ason plays in the searCh fof仃utIl，they

reaIize瓶limitations．Therefore‘‘、^，ithout religio岫principIes”，the

Utopi锄s thinl【that‘‘hum舳reaS∞is boIInd t0 pmve weal【锄d de惋ctive

in its e行玳to investigate帆ple弱ure"(50)．’Ik Utopi觚s nev盯disc髑

ple弱ure without consultiflg meir p曲ciples of religion．To m锄，hum锄

reas∞should sefve mc reli沓0n．These p抽cipl鹤illclude w0砷ip of G0d
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似甜24：1 4)and belieVing洫immoIrtalit)r职D优口门2：7)，and so 0n．

Worship of God 0r belieVing访the existence of God is of most

impo北mce．For More，if hum锄beings haVe faith i11 God and do not

doubt，whatever they ask for in prayer with f．aith，they will receiVe行om

God①．

According tO也e召场幻，Job had faith证God without觚y doubt，God

blessed him “铆ice as many fommes as he originally possessed’’

(乃642：lO)．Solomon belieVed in God with heart and soul，and God

blessed mm with wisdom and、Ⅳealt舻．Spirimal and material enjoyment

is the result of worshiping God．“Hum锄beings，by God’s goodness，are

bom for pleaSure”(5 O)．For the Utopians，only by accepting these

religiollls principles，especially the principle of immorlality of soul can

hllInaul reauson lead man t0 belieVe and aCcept the religious belie6 that

aRer“s life，reW昌Irds are appointed for man’s Vinues 2uld good deeds，

punishments for the打sins(50)．And“if these beliefs were r白ected，no

man would be so stupid as not to realiZe that he should seek pleasure

regardless of right and wrong"(5O)，or in otller words，men would seek

afkr the“eating锄d drinbng"philosophy if they r句ect these religious

beliefs，for tomo盯0w they would die．Thu曲exploration，廿1e Utopians

concluded that human should enjoy pleasure only if‘‘it is good aIld honest

pleasure'’(50)．

The rel罾ous beliefS are regarded as me砸nciples in tlle Ut叩ians’

research f．or the meaning of pleasure硒is identical with the hum锄istic

idea that the hlmanists always take their reli西ous principles硒guidance

‘、Ⅳhen doing reseal．ch．111e Utopians striVe to find support for t11eir idea of

①Forthe same beJieC s∞M卿加¨，2l：2l一22，乃砌16：23．24，and 1乃砌3：22 in the曰汤缸．

②Fortlle s锄e stalement’s∞l尺砸矿3．4；5：12；8：22缶l；10：l-29 in the口汤抬．
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pleasure证tIleir religion(sho、m证Virtues)w陆ch has been t110u曲t

having nothing to do wim pleaSure．They reason f．0r mis，and its eVidence

can be f．ound in t11e艿f6k—t11e baSis of their faith．God，they say'“creates

man to enjoy pleaSWe”(50)，as God Values Vi舭hi曲ly(2凡册l：5)．The
Utopians argue that it be especially praisewor出y“when we prOVide for

our fell0、栌cre姗’s comfort and、Ⅳelfare" (5 1)． ‘1qothing is more

humane(aIld humaIlity is the Vi咖e most proper to human beings)than t0

relieve the mise巧of others，assuage meir grieVes，and by remoVing an

sadIless自om their life，to restore them to enjoyment’’(52)，that is，

pleaSure．Wbll，‘‘if thjs is the case，why doesn’t God equally invite us tO

d0恤saIne thing for ourselVes’’(52)?“If a life is good，and we are

supposed to help others t0 it，why shouldn’t we first of all seek it for

ourselVes’’(5 1)?When God prompts瑚to be l【ind t0 our nei曲b0璐

㈣劣2：8)，He does not mean that we should be cruel and merciless t0

ourSelves．And鹊God bids men t0 m舢硷one anomer’s lives me仃ier

俾P诏肠f蛔聆ll：10)，He w锄s us coIl5妇mly not to seek our own

advantages so avidly that we cause misfbrtune to our fellowmen．

Consequently，tIle Ut叩iaI略maintain t11at“鹪long蠲m觚does not

depriVe othe璐of their pleasure，ttley are丘．ee t0 purSue it”(51)．And∞

tlle UtI叩i锄s conclude，a俞er ca他如lly陀鹊oning，that all m觚’s∞tio璐

should 100k to州pleasure舔me ultimate end(50)．

ne Utopi绷also quest the me撕ng 0f仃ue and脚se pleaSufe，

s撕ving t0 find她吐I of G0d which is al∞coincide嫩wi也龇hu趣觚i妇

id％mat nle锄d of le锄ing is tO explo惩陀ligious tm也．The Utopia璐

瑚Ide心land“plea鲫re弱eve哆s协te or movement of body or mind ill

wIlich mall n矾砌ly finds delight【⋯】虮圯ple绷始does not两ur}e
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otllers，does not preclude a greater pleasure，and is not followed by pain’’

(5O一52)．Here we see，、Vhen searching the mean访g of pleasure，dhe

Utopians still take their religious principles as guidaulce．As God calls for

His followerS to help each other， to alleviate each other’s

burden(￡硎哩2玎勉f勿凇l：7)，or in 0ther words，to make each other live a

more comf．ortable life，t0 make each other h印pier，therefore‘hue

pleasure does not injure others，does not preclude a greater one”(5 2)．

W11ile false pleasure is only caused by man’s bad taste．It does not m址∞

for仃ue pleasure at all just because of man’s bad taste．111e Utopians’faith

haLs proVided them with constant st觚捌in judging、Vhat is劬e or false

pleasure，eVen thou曲some false ple邪ures are conSidered VeDr great

pleasures，and eVen the supreme goals of li佬because of man’s perverse

taSte．
’

Among the follo、vers of t11e false pleasure，the Utopians inclu(1e

those“who think themselVes finer because they wear finer clothes’’(52)．

“These people are twice mistaken”，aCcording t0 tlle Utopians，‘‘first iIl

thinl(ing their clothes better than anyone else’s，and t11en m thim【ing

themselVes better because of their clothes"(48)．The Utopians tllink mat

they are cheating t】hemselVes with such ideas．It is me s锄e bnd of

absurdit)r to be pleased by empt)，honorS，or mad for jewelq and money．

7ro these false锄d foolish pleasures they add g锄bling，as well as hunting

(49)．What pleasure can there be in doing it over觚d over agaill7 And

what pleasure can there be in listening t0 the barkiIlg of dogs?‘‘If what

they really want is to kiU tinle，t0 see a liVillg crea：ture tom apart under

their eyes，then the、Vhole thing is wrong’(48)．

HoWeVer，most men consider these aCtiVities t0 be pleasures，the
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Utopians say natly mey have nothing at all t0 d0 with real pleasure since

there is nothing naturally pleasant about them．“The enjoyment does not

arise自om the experience itsel￡but only自om the perverSe mind of the

indiVidual"(48)．

ARer searching氨河nle idea of false pleasure，the Ul|opians tum t0

也e topid of tme plea吼鹏．Still tlley秭Ve t0 find religious口uth as is

identi：fied w酏恤humanists’idea that the end ofleaming is to quest for

religious讯lth．ne Ut叩ians listen t0 music，chat，play g锄es，enjoy food，

adequate sle印and{}a黟allt smelL In brie￡they enjoy pleasures，aS 10ng

as they are truly n拥l ones．They classi矽true pleasures iIlto觚o l(inds：

the pleaSures ofme body and the pleasures ofme mind(50一56)．

They diVide me pleasures of也e body into僦o classes．Tlle first is

that which fills the senses with immediate delight．“Sometimes t}lis

happens when o玛a11s that have been wea：kened by na：tural heat are

restored wim food and越I墩；sometimes it happens when we eliminate

some excess hl也e body【⋯】(55)，ney joy缸lly accept beau吼strength，

and agili够They also aceept t11e pleasures of sound，sight，and smell aS

协e special seasoIlings of life．Now and nlen pleasure rises，not自om

坞sto血g a deficiency Or discharging触excess，but缸腿something‘‘也at

excites our senses wim a hidden but u姗ista娩ble f-0∞e，and attractS m锄

to itsel￡Such is the p0M ofmusic'’(56l ney des研be the∞cOnd kind

of bodily pleasu他弱“tlle calm趾d h咖onio吣state Of me body'the

曲薯te of healm"(55)．GⅨ)d healm itSelf giv器pl昀鼠u．e eV钮wimo_u：t邺，

exterllal eXciteInent at a11．Most of tlle Ut叩i锄s regard healm邪the

f10undation of an tIlc other plea鲫res，since it c锄make li危peaCe如l and
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desirable by itself alone，whereaS without it there is no possibility of any

other pleasures．1’he Ut叩ians mostly agree that‘‘health is the greatest of

bodily pleasures"(55)．Among the pleaSures of me body，they giVe tlle

first place to health．As for eating and嘶nking and omer deli曲tS of t11e

s锄e sort，they consider these bodily ple2usures desirable but only for the

sal(e of health．

As the h岫anistS Stin emphasize the importance of faitll while

accepting the role of reason，and when they陀aSon，they neVer giVe up

their religious belie6 aS guidance，so do the Utopi锄s．The Utopians’faith

leads to their consideration of t11e伊eatest pleaSure aS the cultivation of

mind in general．“Of an tlle di毹rent pleasures，廿1e Utopians seek mostIy

those of龀mind’’(55)．The pleasures of mind are me deli出which rises

仔om“contemplating the truth【⋯】也e铲atification of looking back on a

well—spent life【⋯】the hope of happiness in也e neXt world’’(54)．

The Utopians’faith of one God far beyond man’s unders伽lding and

grasp makes t11em thim【the 铲eateSt pleaSure arises 舶m the

contemplation of truth甜ld the reVerence of God撕sing仔om this

meditation访specific．The IJtopians are neVer tired of le锄ing and

deVote themselVes to the fj陀edom and culture of mind．They think that the

care如l comemplation of tnJth，and ttle sense of reVerence arising f而m

this meditation，are acts of worshiping God．‘‘They Value this spirimal

exploration most hi曲Iy’’(5 5)．

The Utopians’faith that“He(God)will repay eVe巧one according to

what he has done”(qtd．in胸砌训1 6：27)leads t11em t0 Value hard

worbng and serving others aS缸1Je pleasures．There are some people，

howeVer，、Vho reject leaming，pursue no studies，but for religious motiVes，
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re如se all leisure and devote the证mn time t0 good wcIrks．They

deliberately decrease their o、硼pleaSure i11 order t0 increaSe that of others．

T0 them it is a work of humani吼‘‘He may be repaid for his l【indness’’

(52)；and‘‘when he is consciouS of having done a 900d deed，his mind

蝴s more joy fbm recalling也e伊atitude and good will of those whom

he has benefited'’(52)．

The Utopians’faim of immonal时makes tIlem belieVe chari劬

hard．wor虹ng，humbling oneself嬲tme pleasure．Some otherS belieVe

也at“God will recompense tIlem for su盯endering a brief and transito哆

pleasur-e，with in埘ense and neVer．-ending joy’’(52)．‘‘Constant dedication

t0 the ofjfices of Ch撕ty”，these people tm咄‘‘、Vill协creaSe theh chances

of h印piness afber death；alld So t11ey are always busy"(77)．They

undenal(e cheermlly龇ly task that is so rou曲，hard，and dirty t11at most

people remse to taCHe it．While constantly engaged in hea、7 labor'they

secure leisure f-0r omers，and yet they claim no credit f．or it．“They do not

criticize the way other people liVe，nor do mey boaSt of their o、ⅣIl doings．

The more they put t11emselVes in the position of slaVes，the more hi曲ly

they are honored by eVe巧one"(77)．

111ese people are of two sortS．People ofme first om are celibates

who abstain not only f．rom鸥x，but al∞自)m eating me乱，觚d∞me of

t11em丘．om any sort of ammaI硒0d whate吼‘‘ney响ect all ljIle

pleasures of t11is life懿harmml锄d look forward only tO me joys of the

life to come；，wh沛Ⅱley hope to desen，e by h耐lab贸’(77)，As they

hope tO撒in it quicHy’they村e cheemll锄d actiVe iIl也e hafd wo出．

The砌er people are als0 fond o仆棚wo心bm p舱fef t0 ma唧．They dO

nOt despise the comforts of ma玎iage，锄d也ey thmk it勰tlleir mIty t0
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beget children．“They aVoid no pleasu玎e，unless it interfbr．es with their

labor，and gladly eat meat，because they thim(it makes them stronger for

any sort of heavy work【⋯】the Utopians regam tlle second sort as more

sensible，b毗the first son as tlle holier men"(77)．

The humanistic ideaS of溅ng religious beliefs aS guidance in doing

research and of acc印ting the cooperation of陀ason and faith haVe exemd

great in如ence on the Utopians．111e Utopians maintain that the饥e

pleasure depends upon religious pdnciples(50)，and tlley accept tlle

necessary cooperation of reason and faith．The Utopians’faith provides

them with wisdom and insight in meir quest for pleasure．In an t11eir

pleasures，tlle Utopians obserye tllis mle，that the lesser ple弱ure must not

interf．ere with a greater one，and t11at no pleasure shall car呵pain with it嬲

a consequence．If a pleaSure is伍lse，they think it will ineVitably lead to

pain．TIo More，“nothing、)Irould haVe pleased him more than t0 be a

ma耐ed priest， or t0掣．ati匆 his five senses with the h锄less

pleasures”(qtd．in Ad锄s l 5 6)．The pdests of￡卸励can get married，

which renectS the iIme蛐ost world of More．IIl his youth，More had

ye踟ed for the spiritual deVotion of the cloiSter．But because he could not

西Ve up the idea of getting ma仃ied，More abandoned the monaSte巧li角．

To him，the pious hearts are f打more impoIHc锄tllaIl the f．o肌．

In short，when searching for the meaning of pleasure，t11e UtopiaIls

take their faith as gui出Ince and they do researCh to seek aRer religio峭

truth just as the humanists accept me c00peration of reaS0n and faith and

tenn the end of 1eaming aS the exploration of religious訇ru_th．Faith and

pleasure are of rlo contradiction in between．On the con托ary’under the

inSpiration of faim，people loVe each other'humble themselVes，a11d are
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open-minded，tole啪t，hard—wofbng．In retum，mey can。be greatly

satisfied i11 their spiritual and material gaining．InⅡle meantime，the

meeting ofpeople’s spi—tual and material needs will黟eatly enhance也eir

religious beliefs．All in all，faith gives access t0 pleaSure，and Vice Versa．

Fa油aIld pleaSure not 0nly fit，but also complement each other．

Tl心sixtee础centu秽British humanists accept tlle marriage of

reason and faith．Relying on their faith m God，锄d seehng t0 obtain a

more accuI．ate，more comprehensiVe and more reliable urlderStandmg of

religious truth and t0 impr0Ve communi够，they adVocated the咖dy of

the B西彪and engaged in classical methods of leaming，mat is，the咖dy

of the B汤绝，me leamiI坞of claSsical works锄d classical metllods(安东

尼13)．The proposal of the idea of pleasure m More’s呦妇is an

exploration of religious仇Itll，renecting his hmlaIliStic ide弱，趾d at血e

s锄e time，is me outcome of his hum锄istic ide弱．

2．3 Humanism as the Fountain of Education

The education of脚缸is all citizen-0riented锄d li凫-long．Why do

the Ut叩i锄s狮Ch∞much imporl加ce to education?This p砒intendS

t0 exploreⅡle Utopi锄education iIl are嬲suCh邪Ⅱ1e∞quisition of

education concept，恤aim，the∞ntent and fom，the objeCt of education

and quaIifications of educators，striVing t0 reVeaI the cause鲫d pu印ose

of the Utopi锄educati伽．

23。l The Acquisition of the Concept on Educa“on in脚妇

1nle Utopi挪’啪ph私is 0n cducation originates舶m me hum觚istS’

in6nite beliefS in education．舡is sho、Ⅳn in饥印妇，me Utopi锄s a托



filled with‘‘unlimited enthusiasm and desire of le锄ing’’(5 7)．Education

and 1eaming are two sides of a coin．If one side is education，and the other

side leaming，and Vice Versa．The humanistS’吼limited fa胁in education，

whereas，stems 1jrom their Cllristian faith，to be more specific，丘om the

revelation of t：he relationsmp between the Old Test锄ent and the New

’rest锄ent．

As is stated in chap钯r l，3．2，the Old Tes协nent emphasizes God’s

elimination of sins by ou帆ard force，while the New Testament

emDhasizes God’s saving Dower of Word througn love which aims atemphaslzes Uod。S saVlng power 0I Wom mrougn IoVe wnlcn alIIls a‘

writing His Word in m锄’s hearrt．God made the Old Test锄ent，

according t0 Cllristi锄ity，not because He is imperf．ect．He made it to百Ve

people t11e reVelation that extemal forCe can not p谢矽people’s heart，or

in other、阳rds，extemal forCe can not take嗣，乏ly siIls and saVe people

丘．om their wickedness．

The transition舶m the Old 1’est锄ent to the New Test锄ent can be

described as the victo叮of‘‘inner po、阳，’oVer‘‘extemal force’'．The

humaJlists obtam the revelation m)m the relationship bet、veen the Old

1’est锄ent and t11e New T'est锄ent锄d hold unlimited f．aith in education，

in the saving power of Word．They belieVe tllat‘‘the ultimate tmths，

religious and moml alike，are如1ly reVealed only in the New Tes协1ent’，

(HeXter 54)．They are convinced that mere Verbal眦e咖ce，effeCtiVely

arranged，印propria_tely Varied，and台．equently r印eated，will perfoml

work h tlle world，and that tnlth如lness，goo“ess觚d beau够will be

in缸sed into man’s heart and change也eir lives．
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2．3．2 The End of Education in C矗奶p勋

As one pu叩ose of le啪ing for humanists is t0 cuItiVate Vi彻es，so is

the end of the Utopian education．or in other words，having faith in God

and meref．0re leading to moral excellence is血e end of廿1e Ut叩ian

education．In嘶缸，those who have no fai廿1访a supreme dei够are not

qualified to be the Utopians(73)．Worship of God is a belie￡Worship of

God itself is a l(ind of education蠡∞the omipresent，omnipotent and

onmiscient Dei锣is t11e embodiment of蜘th如lness，900dness and beau锣，

as wen as that of virtue．If worshiping，or belieVing m God，belieVerS wiU

follow God’s ex锄ple Voluntarily arm abide by His commandments

whole heamly。As a result，tlley win be dI’awn nearer and nearer to

tnlthmlness，benevolence，锄d beau哆throu曲constaIlt self．purification．

111e Utopialls regam the tw0 tenet卜_worship of(剐and belief iIl

immortalit)r 弱 the foundation of people’s selfconsciousness and

conscience(74)．If havmg faim iIl immonalit)r，people will belieVe tllat

God rewards one according t0 his deeds①．That is，the righteous will get

reward，wmleⅡle ev订punishment局的m God．SinCeⅡle perf．ect，

o咖ipresent，伽【lniscient觚d omni唧ent Deity c锄gupervise people’s

i衄锄ost being砒any time锄d at a呻啊here．1n the f．aCc of such觚

Almi出y God， tlle hum锄 healt II豫y p础ce selfa、Ⅳareness to

distiIlguish right自om wrong，鲫ld merefOre consci叫sly resist immo随l

ide懿觚d acts．

Fu劬enIlo他，tlley will not boaSt of meir mo随l behaVior，hoping t0

get印濉oted ill God by obeying Ks comm卸如ent of‘‘keeping

①For the s锄e idea’s钾^翻舢16：27，l撕咖咖l 3：8，2砌D岫4：14，and胁℃棚22：12
ilIthe曰坊k．



h啪bIe”①．Also，they constantly engage in introspection，Ionging to be

fo唱iVen柚d saVed in God．If t11e religious principle of immonality is

denied，Ⅱlen，to More，maIl’s reason win inevitably dm、V the conclusion

of“eat and drink’’philosophy(50)，for tomo力mw ttley will die．

Worshiping a sul)reme cle时andbelieVing in immoml时are the basis of

Utopian S0ciety，and what is more，tlley are the foundation and basis ofits

education．

More emphaSizes tIle study of cIassical litera：cllre，but Iike many

omer hulnanistS at his time，he holds mat it is not an end，but mearljs．The

reaI purpose of the study is t0“heIp better underSt锄d religious tmm”(qtd．

in安东尼 l 3)．T0 EraSmus，‘、eacher of teachers”，肌d锄other

outStalldir坞humaniSt，“all studies，philosophy，rheto—c，are followed f．0r

0ne o场ect，that we may l(110w C¨st锄d honor Him．11his is the end of

all leaming and eloquence”(qtd．in Bush 54)． “His pra)，erⅥ忸S that the

New Testament might be t瑚slated int0 alllanguages”(qtd．in Bush 54)．

Throu曲tlle study of CIlristiaIl时aJld non—CⅫstiani妙knowledge，the

ChristiaJl h啪a11ists h叩e to underS切nd the Christi锄tmths Well；tl№u曲

education，t0 enable people to reach the moral excellence．

2．33 The Content and Form of the Utopian Education

As the humaniSts唧phaSize leamin禹so is the case with t11e

UtopiaIls．The Utopians are eager to 1e锄，and are ncver tired of1eanling．

Among all me leaming，tlley prize‘‘the spiritual deVelopment肌d

exploration moSt hi曲1y’’(55)．The Ut叩iaIls’willin印ess to leam or t11eir

emphasis 0n education is“the Ve珂impon舯t re邵on for t11e计being better

①For the simjI缸teachin＆s∞朋加J8：4；23：1 2，励粒黜4：6；4：10，1尸Pte，5：5_6 jn me劬缸．
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90vem!ed觚d liVing more h印pily thall the rest of the、Ⅳorld’’(30)．

The content of education and learmng，generally speal(ing，falls int0

the following mree categories．Some Utopians engage m锄selVes逾

nellectual life，such缌a：吮nding lectures．“They leamed eve巧sin哲e

use如l art of me Roman eivilization either difecUy缸’m their guests，or

证directly自om hi鹏锄d surmises on which they basedⅡleh o、Ⅳn

inVestigation'’(57)．Among these pe叩le，the mino嘶of t11em are to be

chosen aIld engaged in le锄ing a11d scholarly research．otherS“deVote

themselves t0 meir art of仃ade，as many d0，this is encouraged；h1 f-aCt，

such persons are commended邪especially use几l t0 the commonwealth”

(3 7)．Still otllers are to‘‘retum t0 the original position t0、Ⅳork，if t11ey

dis印point pe叩le’s expectation’’or‘‘to get rid of their o、ⅣIl craftsmanship，

and be弱si印ed to engage iIl scholarship if tIley diligently咖dy me

l(110wledge of wisdom and aChieve me remarkable result’’(3 8)．

ne f-0n11 of the Utopi锄education is Varied．Such as ke印ing up an

established custom of西Ving public lectures，guided discussions by the

elders，playing gaIIles of wits bet、veen 900d a11d“il，m which“the Vices

fi出a b砌e ag血st the Vinues”(37)．‘‘The g锄es觚set up幻sh0W how

the vices叩pose one aIlotller，yet readiIy combine againSt the Vinues[⋯】

how the vil加es c锄break me stren薛h of the Vices 0r tum their purposes

t0 900d；and 6nally'by what meaIls one sidc 0r t11e otller gai璐吐Ie

victo矿’(3 7)．1k flexible and diVerse educational fi)rIns of the Utopians

are consistent wim t}Ie h啪a11ist apprcK童ch t0 education．

LilIre me humanists，也e UtopiallS锄phasize thc claSsical S：tudM b哦

alSO likeⅡle humallists，they thilll【tlle end of leaming is not le姗ing itsel￡

b哦t0 cultivate vi咖es．The Utopi觚s comⅡ血themselVes to aCademic
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researCh，aiming at seeking for仇lths．“The great end of education is

Virtuous discipline，that does not mean indi行erence to the aesthetic印peal

of觚ciem litera_ture’’(5 7)；it does mean‘‘emphasis on moral and

philosophic substance，on Values in吼ediately印plicable to life’’(qtd．in

Bush 77)．As for the trade and tecllnolog)r skills廿lat me Ut叩ialls

strongly adVocate，they are good and can play a real role in improving the

quali够of people’s life，but，like science，they can nm pu^匆t11e soul．

Therefore，me Utopiauls select a small n啪ber of social elite to engage in

the fkedom and culture of mind’and me virtue—oriented education is

pemeated throu曲out all aspects of life．At the same time，sblls and

scientific researCh are commended aIld en∞uraged．

2．3．4 The Object of Education in【脚妇

All citizen．oriented education meets the hunlanists’idea that the end

of le帅ing is t0 cultiVate Virtues．As cultiVating Virtues is one goal of

humanistic ideas，to reach the goal，botll men and、Vomen in脚妇enjoy
li佗-Iong education．The whole communi够is well—designed plan of

education、～rhich is open to each indiVidual．

The Utopians giVe如ll attention to me chi ldren’s education m that it

is great beneficial and help如l to instiU in their minds，、Vhile tlley are stin

young and tender，principles、vhich will be useml t0 preserve the

common、vealth．‘‘Ⅵmat is planted in the minds of children lives on in也e

minds of adults， and is of great Value iIl strengthening the

commonwealth’’(78)．More himself displays the profound concem wim

education，、池ich is best expressed in his letter t0 his children： “no one

is dearer to me by觚y title than eaCh ofyou by that ofscholar．Your zeal
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for knowledge binds me to you almost more closely t11an nle ties of

blood’’(qtd．in HeXter 11 8)．In More’s View'only by followiIlg God’s

guidance，can he seek t0‘‘teach his c蛐dren t0 avoid pride and set a low

value On riches and Vain display；to put Vi咖e访the first plaCe，leaming

in me second；and iIl也eir studies t0 esteem most piety towards God，

chari够t0 all，龇d Christian humilit)r in也emselVes，’(qtd．in Hexterl l 9)．

“W6rshiping God，ch撕坝and humil时are considered t0 be the genuine

肌its of leaming，arld those who西ve themselVes t0 study witll such

views，win easily attain their end，’(qtd．in Hexter 11 9)．111帅砌，besides
being tau曲t by t11eir parents，elders，c“ldren are伽ght by the priests

who enjoy tlle highest social s讹s and rel)utation becau∞of their Vime．

With fomer virtues aCc啪ulated i11 them，the Utopiall adults make

me main object of UtopiaIl education smce me Utopi锄education is

li佬．10ng．The aduIts may engage themselVes iIl tlle following似o

difrerent domains，懿are鲍lted preViously，in t}leir perSonal deVelopment．

One domain is about culturaJ锄d Spiritual exploration wmch is highly

valued by all me Utopians；the other one lies in tlle practic2LI tram访g

which is encouraged a11d commended by the UtopianS．The Utopi觚

adults spend their spare time mainly in mese咖are弱f打persor谢
deVelopment．711ley play ttlree roles iIl tIleir s0Ciety．As parents，廿ley are

chiIdren’s teachers and examples；懿bread．w如e搭，Ⅱley work llard tO

keep the whole soCiet)r mming，锄d弱饥ltll·seekerS，they devIDfte

memselves tO culm陋l锄d spiritual eXploration，striVillg tO∞eveal mOre

臼m吐l tO their fellowmen．Despite of all me∞conl丽butions也ey make，

they砌bute what they o、张to their education弱the whole commun埘is

a big sch001．呻leam wKle tIley teach；Ⅱley beC伽∞more ma：ture
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while t11ey work；aIld they tum t0 be wiser while they explore truth．

In addition， a minori妙 of those who engage in intellectual

investigation is selected in scholarly leaming．It is舳m也is Small portion

of intellectual elites tllat tlle Utopian adminis渤tors are chosen．Thereforc，

让Ie UtopiaIl administ豫tors are life—long leamers and scholars．How do the

U婶ianS obtain such insi出and understanding ill choosing its mlerS?

The Utopians belieVe mat people are all the same n0 matter where and

when they are洫tIlat they all share the feamres of need for the baSic，

necessities and spiritual行eedom．

In c伽trast，rulers and goVemments are quite dif．ferent．The Utopians

maintaill thal‘‘the welf．are or 11lill of a commonwealtll depends wh01ly 0n

the character of tlle rulerS aIld o硒cials’’(64)．“A people’s welf犯or

misery fIowS in a stream舶m t11eir l(ing”(8)．Wimout wise rule隅“eVen

恤best laws would be nothing but dead letters”(1 7)．Rule瑙should seⅣe

as models of ri曲teousness，900d conduct，a|1d Vi咖e．Tllerefore，t11e

position of rulerS iIl 呦妇 is naturally assmned by Iife-10ng and

vi咖e．嘶emed sch01aI．s．

Thou曲t11e object of education in聊叩砌V撕es in t11eir education

emphasis，tIley a11 reg州Vinue船t11e end and put into practice、Ⅳhat廿ley

have leamed．11hey loVe，senre，respect each other’humble memselVes，

work hard，put low Value iII Vani哆，etc．They are so well cultiVated by

mekVi咖e—oriented education that mey can liVe m peace a11d harmony．

2．3．5 The Supplement to the Utopian Education

It is t11e humanistS’realization of m锄’s limitations mat leads the

UtopianS to seek the supplement to吐1eir edu．cation．There are always
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some people who win not be moVed by noble ideaS，therefore ifl addition

t0 faim and education， compulso巧mechanism becomes necessa巧．

Compulso秒meChanism in cenahl circ啪s蚀ces can change pe叩le’s

behavior’but it could not puri匆people’s hean．1’he Only approaCh t0

p嘶黟thc soul，to More，is妇ou曲‘‘faith and Vi咖e-嘶ented education’’

(qtd．in Hexter ll 9)．Althou曲，based on man’s weal(ness，compulso秽

mechanism is inevitable，it should not be adopted弱the main tool to

constrain man’s behavior instead of faim and education．In contr钺屯if

much attention is paid to compulso巧mechanism，and little Value is set on

faith and virtue—oriented education，it will cause me s锄e chaos thatⅡle

sixteenm centuq Britam h硒experienced．Thou曲many laws have

passed against criminals，they haVe no real effeCt at all(1 7)．nle reason is

that mandatoD，mechanisms caIl only change people’s behavior in cemin

cirCumstances，but can not mn蛔entally chaIlge people’s heart．

In addition，t11e man—made standards characterize the features of

diverSit)r，changea_bili够，contradiction，饥msience，non—continui哆．These

usually result iIl a social phenomenon of good intentions，bad aRe瑚fIatll；

t11ere policies，here c0U呲emeasures；saying one“ng but doing觚otIler．

帆ereas iIl吼妒细，wim so纯w laWs，mey are so well 90vemed．111e Ve巧

陀ason is t11砒【舰p面is b镪ed on religi饼l’and its people are cultiVated

with virtues弱me end of education．111e UtopiallS propose that“men are

uIlited more fi眦ly by 900d willⅡlall by pacts，by廿1eir he矾s蚍by
廿le打w1)rds"(66)，of in omer words，it is t11e spim rather th锄也e

agreemem吐lat c柚better rally people tOge也凹。Thou曲because of tlle

wickedness of human na：ture，the agfeement is unaV0ida_ble．

1f we如nher explore也e f00t of岫hllm粕iSls’阳ali脚ion of m锄’s



limitations，the result will be found that it is the doctrine of original sin

that provides them with insi曲t．The realization of man’s limitations is

identijfied witll the humanists’idea that they still emphasize faith、Vhile

acknowledging man’s reason．It is faith mat of．ferS the humanists and men

the Utopians me knowledge of man’s limitations wmch enable the

Utopians to seek the supplement t0 their education．

2．3．6 The Quali6cation and Responsibility of Educators and Their

Relationship with the Ruler

111e humaniS：ti：c ideas are reflected iIl the qualification and

responsibili锣of edllcators arld the relationShip between the educators arld

rulers in C，2印妇。First，the Utopians hold the s锄∽idea that the end of

le锄ing is t0 cultivate virtues aS the humanists hold．The education 0f‘

【脚妇aims at cultivating virtues，t11erefore educators muSt，first and

foremost，be moral teachers． In【脚妇，the quali6cation of moral

excellence is required for educators—the prieSts．“They are Ve巧few and

ve巧care如lly chosen[⋯】it rarely h印pens that they might fall into

co咖ption’’(78)．The priests in矾印肠“are entmsted with the work of

teaching children and young people’’(78)．That is t0 say that the priests

are professional teachers of children and young men．On one hand，as me

pnests are well qualified，pure m spirit，they guarantees the filling into

children and young men with good m锄erS and pure moral principles，

and therefore gu舢tee t11e realization of the humanists’idea that me end

of leaming is to cultivate virtue．0ln the other hand，the duty of priests and

mat of educators are entrusted to one person，representing mat worshiping

God锄d cultivating virtues are identical．This is an 6bvious eVidence t0
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show血at the Utopians aIld me humaIliSts coincide with eaCh omer i11

their understallding o：fI the end of education that‘‘worshiping God，chari妙，

andhumili够are c伽sidered t0 be nle genu洫e如its of le锄ing，’(Hexter

119)．

Second，t11e Utopian practice of priests as professional teachers also

meets the hlmanistS’requirement也at le锄ing should lead tO tlle

cultivation of Virtues． The priests m 脚妇 are care如lly chosen

aCcording to their good锄d pure moral quality，a11d sinCe meir numbers

are quite few，‘‘it rarely happens that they may fall into corTlJption”(78)．

Only man with hi曲er moral Value makes it possible t0 improVe man’s

nature．

Third，me Utopians haVe the s锄e缸℃nd of emphaSis on faim aS the

h啪锄ists have．IIl矾叩妇，‘‘no o佑cial is more hi曲ly hono川thall the

面estS’’(78)．The prieStS are God’s serv觚ts and they are symbols of faitll．

The UtopiaIls stl．ess tIle importance of faim i11 the supremacy of God as

the humanists do．

Founh，the UtopianS hold tlle鼢me idea that anomer end of le锄ing
is to explore religiouS仃uth嬲the humaIlistS hold．In矾叩缸，‘‘the州ests

preside oVer diVine worship，decree reli西ous rites，锄d∞t雒censors of

public momIity’’(77)’besides te∞hing tlle public．As‘‰e du妙of tlle

priests is simply t0 counsel and鲥lvice'’，s0‘‘co玎Iecting and puIlishing

offenders’’is the d啊of tlle p血ce aIld ms o衢cials(78)．Thus me两ests

have 110 pO懈beyond his duty involVe杰while tIle exeCmive阳is iIl

the hand of the虹ng锄d his o伍cials．So龀Ut叩i挪’gOVem锄ce柏d池

religion are 转pam_ted． This pr∞tice of sepa豫：tion of feligion锄d

govem觚ce is the result of也e Utopi哪’exploration of reli西ous tnJtll．



If we obseⅣe the practice丘Dm the perspectiVe of m锄’s reason(as

the humanists emphasize reason)，then More①himself is a good ex锄ple．

Bef；Dre More entered into Hen巧Ⅷ’service，he was a骶e man．But

after he answered the姑ng’s call，he loSt j6cIeedom．He was executed later

by t}le king because ofhis disagreement with him，eVen thou曲he did not

fi出against the姑ng．He just kept silence．’Ik example shows that 0nce

religious and goVemance get married，reli百on will lose its丘-eedom and

be eaSily used as a tool by the rulers．Then the real religion will be

choked by tIle secular 11Jlers．

If、Ⅳe observe t11e practice五rom the perspectiVe of f．aith(懿the

h哪anists still stress the inlportance of faith)，t11e eVidence caJl be foⅥ1d

in the Bf6如．According t0 the records m J『砌D缈6：15，R册肠砌，z 17：14

and 19：16，Jesus Christ is‘‘l(ing of玉(ings”and“lQrd of lords”．He is tIle

only soVereign．Witll tlle addition of the content iIl J纠珈6：15，when

aware that pe叩le are about to make him姑ng by force，Jesus deliberately

avoids．Also mere is Jesus’statement recorded in me jEi治冶：“I am a l(ing．

For mis 1 was bom【⋯】’’，but‘‘my ldngdom is not舶m this world【⋯】’'

∞办野l 8：36．37)，Based on the above eVidence，it is God’s will t0 separate

reli西on and 90vemance．Bom assumptionS meet也e humanists’emphasis

on r℃ason and fIaith．

In short，the humaniStic ideas are reflected in the Utopiaul concept of

prieSt，teacher and the relationship be似een religion and goVemance．

111e Utopian education directS at p面矽ing soul．111e Utopian

concept of education reflects the sixteemh centu巧h啪anists’unlimited

矗ith访education and tIleir h叩e to improVe society through education．It

is ttle product of the humanistic ideas．

①Here，Mo佗symboliz铝reli舀oIl'勰he is a deVout CathoIic．
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Chapter Three

The Combination of Catholic Faith and Humanism in Z死叩缸

A舭r expl耐ng me ideolo百cal roots of the UtopiaIl opposition of

dictatorship，沁anti—war Vie、叩oirIt’its hedonistic idea弱weU弱its

education，tlle study is tumed into searching aRer t11e sourCes of tlle

Utopian religious tole啪ce锄d its communism in mis ch印ter．

3．1 The Combination as the Source of Religious 7I．0lerance

Christianity belongs t0 monotheism．It has eVer traversed a brutal

his呻of religious persecution。EVen at M0re’s time，such se咖daIl

persec“on still exists．Yet，More，iIl his U却妇，advances me idea of

reli西ouS tolerance．What makes More，a devout Catholic，promote such

an idea that seems contra巧to his monotheiStic faith?This part seel(s t0

explore the very root of More’s idea of religious tolerance objectiVely．

ARer investigation，t、Ⅳo major findings may be noted：tIle first is that

basic doctrines of Ga_tholic faith is tlle basis of the Utopi锄religio嶙

tolemce．The premise of religiouS tolerance in脚砌is that an t11e

Utopi锄have fa油m a supreme god，and belieVing hl iIIunonaIity(73)．

This premise is identical wim the b弱ic teaChings of Catholic正haVing

faith m God孤ld believing ill etemity．In C脚幻，tIlose who do not

believe iIl t11e∞t、Ⅳo tenets are not qualified t0 be t11e Utopians(73)．The

∞cond缸ding is tllat tlle hllm鲫istic idea ofme end of le衲g(that is t0

毛xplo陀religious枷)is renected in me Utopi锄religio吣tole啪ce．As

the h啪anists hold tIlat t：he ultimate trums arc wholly他VeaIed in me
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B汤彪(Hexter 54)，studies haVe been done on the eVidence of the Utopian

religious t01e啪ce访the成6彪．

First，the Utopians suspect that“God perhaps likes Various fo吼s of

worship and has theref．ore deliberately inspired differem people with

dif．ferent Views”(74)．Such exploration can be traced baCk to the召汤比．In

G8"田豇，there is the record of tl∞Babel Tower：

1l Now the whole e利【h had one lallguage and the same words．

2 And aS people mi黜d f的m the east，they c锄e upon a

pla洫．3 And they Said t0 one anomer，“【⋯】4 let us build

ourSeIVes a city and a tower witIl its t叩iIl the heavens，and let

us make a n锄e for ourselves；otherwise、ⅣIe shall be scattered

abmad upon the蠡犯e of the whole eaJth．”5ne Lord came

do、Ⅳn to see the city‘and the tower【⋯】6 the Lord said，‘‘Look，

they a11e one people，and they haVe all one language；and mis

is only the begiIuling of、讹at they will(10；n幽g mat they

propose to do win now be impossible for mem．7 Come，let us

go down，肌d con几Se their language there，so ttlat they win

not understand one another’s speech．”[⋯】9 Therefore，it was

called Babel(meaning to conmse)，because there tlle Lord

conmsed the language of all the eanh；【．．．】．(锄甜括11：1—9)
According t0 this allusion， God deliberately con如sed man’s

language，s0 that t11ey would not understand one another’s speech．

Therefore it w弱easy fOr God to mle Over the crowd because of different

languages．People f-ound it harder tO commuIlicate wim one another and

陀ach an agreement to resist G0d．

By the s锄e toke玛because of continually quamling 0Ver reli西ous

5l
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matters，me di行erent sects were咖busy fi曲ting 0ne another t0叩pose

King of玢印幻．As a result，it was eaSy for King of呦勋t0 c衄quer她

count巧(74)．As soon嬲he had ga洒ed the Victory，merefore，“the King

decreed that eve巧man might CultiVate t11e religion of his choice，and

mi曲t prose虮ize for沁provided he did so quietly'modestly'rationally，

and wi衄}ut bi纰mess toward othe心’(75)．If persuaSions failed，no man

was a110wed t0 resort to abuse 0r Violence u11der penalt)，of exile 0r

enslavement． ．

Second，the Utopi觚s lay down these mles of religious toIerance，

“not simply for the sake of peace，wMch they∞e tIle danger caused by

constant quarrels and implacable hatreds；but also for tlle s址(e of religion

itSelf’’(74)．111js View can also fmd its proto咖e in tlle Bf6彪．There is a

parable of weeds锄ong the wheat in tIle book 0f朋r口朗历硎，．Jesus puts

before}lis disciples aIlomer parable．

24 The虹ngdom of heaVen may be compared to someone wh0

sowed good∞ed ilI his field；25 but while“e巧body w勰

asle印，锄enemy c锄e觚d sowed weeds枷ongⅡle whe她

and t|len w哪away．26 So when t11e pIants came up觚d bo他

grain，men me weedS印peared弱well【．．．】28 The slaves said

10 him，‘11len dO you w觚t峭t0 go锄d g加tIIem?’29 But

lle replied'‘№【，】衙in gatlle血g me weeds you wOuld upr00t

恤wheat along wi廿l慨30 Let bo出of也em伊ow togemer

until lhe hl时est；．蛐d醴h曩眦或6me l will钯ll出e她aF嬲；，

collecl me wee!ds firsl锄记bind妞m in b啪'dles to be bumed。

but gatIler the w】bca主‰my bam．m(胁砌伽13：24．30)
ne Utopi翻!ls诅liIlk证量s碱l缸way．1f m铋时t0 decidc me辩



m矾ers of religion by fighting and rioting，smce the、Ⅳ0rst men are always

the most headstrong，the best and holiest religion in the world will be

crowded out by blInd superstitions，like grain choked out of a field by

moms and briarS，or 1ike the wheat uprooted by weeds．

Third，in也e matters of religion，the UtopiaIls are quite sure that“it

was arrogant and folly f．or绷lyone t0 enforce conf．ofmit)，with their own

belie6 by means of threats or Violence’’(74)．There is also a similar

exposition in the B汤纪．A teacher of law said to the Israelites Who warIted

t0 hll Jesus’disciples and asked them t0 consider caremlly what their

proposal meant．

36 For some time ago Theud弱rose up，claiming t0 be

somebody，and a number of men，about four hundred，joined

mm；but【afIer】he w邪hlled，and aU who follo、ved him were

dispersed and dis印peared．3 7 ARer him，Judas the Galilean

rose up【⋯】aJld got people to follow mm；he also perished，

and an、vho follo、ved him、粑re scattered．38 So in that case，I

teU you，keep away仔om these men and let them alone；

because ifⅡ1is plaJl 0r廿lis unden蜀岫ng is ofhum觚origin，it

will fail；39 but if it is of God，you win not be able t0

overthrow廿lem in mat case you may eVen be found fi曲ting

．

against God!”研c豳5：36—39)

The Utopians’thou曲t cOincides w砧“s exposition．If One religion

is really true and the rest false，men me仃l妃one will preVail by its 0、m

natural streng咄provided only也at men cOnsider也e m鲥璐feaSonably

and moderately．Gradually all t：he other SectS are coming t0 forsake the

mixture of superstitions，and to unite iIl mat one reli酉on which鸵ems
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more reasonable thaIl any of the others．

F0r exaInple，‘‘a矗er the Utopians hadhe砌the n锄e of CMst，aIld

leamed of垴s teachings，his life，his miracles，a11d the deV0tion of the

many m郴who shed也eir blood t0 draw natio璐f缸and near iIl协t11e

C雠Stian fellowship’''the Utopialls were hpressed．“Either吐哟u曲岫

nlysterious inspiration of God，or because Cmsti觚时is Ve巧like tlle ‘

religion already preVailing锄ong them"，or mey were also much

influenced by the f．aCt t11at‘‘Christ had encouraged his disciples t0

practice communit)r of goods，锄d that among me仃lJest groups of

CMSti绷略，the praCtice still preVails，mey were well disposed toward it

6．0m the s伽t’’(73)．

Finally，tlle promotion of the idea of religious tolerance，allowing the

existence of dif．f．erent ide私iIl t11e小lest f．0r religious tnml，to t11e Utopi a11_s．

means dif-ferent ways t0 the s锄e destillation，0r洫otIler words，all roads

lead t0 RoIne(79)．This can also find its source证the召f6彪．Jesus had

ever had a corⅣersation witll llis disciple JollIl like“s：

38 J0hn鲥d to Km，‘‘TeaCher，we saw∞meone casting out

demons in yow n锄e，龃d、№tried to st叩llim，becau∞he

w弱110t followillg啦．”39 But Jesus赔id，“Do not stop him；

f研n0伽e who d0髓a deed ofpower i|I my n锄e Will be able

soon心e删t0 speal(evil Df me．40 Whoever is not agaillst

潞is for llS【⋯】．’’(讹碱9：38—40；三础汐：49)

lf Jc如s lola·a：tcs the exist铋ce of穗。静bc}iev啉，he jIlso tok稍目t％

me eXistence of di触Vi咧s绷g C城sti觚s’觚d the旭l犯di侬脯nt

sects，f-or they shafe也c c供㈣b豁is and striVe for tllc涨objectiVe．
啊赡se are what the U呻ians pI(mder upon thc i鳃ue of religio邺
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tole啪ce．And these thim(ing and exploration are based on the religious

beliefS and the召f6彪．

First，the premise锄d baSis of religious tolerance is t|lat an sects

have faith iIl a supreme god，and that aU believe in immortali秒，which is

identical with the凡nd锄en协l tenets of CMstiani够．So the Utopian

reli西ous tolerance is fi蛐ly based on the basis of Camolic beliefs．

Second，the rest four points reVeal the hlmaIlists’re—recognition of

the曰曲彪．According t0 me Camolic doc仃ine at tllat time，me Latin

VUlgate with the Apocrypha waS tlle o硒cial Scripture for tlle church，aJld

only Catholic churCh had ri曲t to inte叩ret mem．While the sixteentll

centu巧British hllmanistS adVocated mat the曰西肠be仇mslated into

Various languages auld that throu曲the study of the召西居，along with that

of claSsical Greek and I沁me、阳rks，they be able t0 pursue the religious

tnnh．Throu曲le锄ing auld explomg，the Utopi锄s put f-onⅣard the idea

of religious tole啪ce．The f．0蛐ation of the religious tole啪ce can find its

prototype and bausis in tIle B汤彪．Therefore，the idea of the Utopian

religious tolerance results丘。om the h啪anists’idea of exploring religious

n1Jtll．

From the aboVe鹕哪ents，、耽may come to the conclusion mat t11e

early siXteenth centu巧humanism and Christi锄faim are identical to one

anotller，and there is no abrupt separation i11 between．The humanists

question some of the teachings of me Camolic Church，wllich does not

change the faCt that也ey are still devout C“Stialls．T}le humanists，w油

faith m．God，strive t0 explore the religious㈨through translation of the

曰西沱，through le锄ing of(南．eek and Rome claSsics．They propagate the

religious饥Im by founding sch00ls 0r嘶ting articles，and still some of
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t11em seek aRer the仃IJtll throu曲refomation．

While 廿le religious persecution waS StiU preValent 锄ong

Cmstendom in the eany l 6血centu巧，More，the dedicated Catlloli c}s and

outstanding huma茄瓯has pr叩osed me idea of religious tOlerance iIl his

叻印纽．Althou曲it has its limitations iIl the枷al Operation that man has

ri咖t0 thjIlI(，but n0 right t0 speal(out，it has been improving岫u曲out
the following generations sinCe the mou曲t is put fo刑ard．More’s

wisdom and insight，after all，stems f的m his religious beliefS．An in all，

the Utopian idea of religious tole啪ce is the integration of Camolic fai吐l

and humanistic ideas．

3．2 The Combination as the Ideological Root ofCommunism

呦细a略ues for the ideal of communism．Jerome Busleiden，one of

the humanists of More’s time，states that“the feature of【脚蛔that most

impressed him、Ⅳas its communism’’；and he praises“弱‘‘a p舭em for aU

the nations in the、^，orld'’(qtd．inAd锄s 11 5)．

More is a devout Catholic．His faitll must be renected in his wofI(s

and vice versa．Why is such work witll lof矽ideal of communism弱

聊印妇originated舶m More，a deVout C砒olic?BaSed on me锄alysis of

the脚切text itself肌d the reIeV肌t study by the westemerS，together

wim the曰f6彪as the Standa柑，this part aims at reVealing objectiVely the

ve巧origin of Utopian conununistic ideal．

The Ut叩i锄communism draws its shape∞the锄alysis of me

status quo 0f Britaill iII tlle l6m c伽胁叮行om me pe璐pectiVe of Mrore’s

Catholic fai廿1．

Fir瓯廿1e Camolic白itll of锄e鲫p陀me God prOvid髂the author



More wim insight m exploring the ve拶cause of the extl．eme social

injustice in general印peared访the early time of British c印italism．

According t0 Catholic faim，mere is only one God under heaven and on

eaIth， who is “king of l【ings”(Rg昭f口咖刀1 9：1 6) and ‘‘10rd of

10rds"僻绷肠幻船22：l6)．He is the embodiment of删h如lness，goodness，
and beau够．People should worship him only because He is‘‘the only

God'’㈨l：4)．More reas0Ils that it is because people abandon the faith

in God and tum t0、Ⅳorship money that leads t0 extreme socialinjustice。

Also，llis faith tells him that‘‘the loVe of money is the root of all evil’’

(J砌行Df而!加：l 0)．7rherefore，勰、№caIl see in【，玉印妇，to uproot all eVil，

money is abolished．The communi妙is a socie妙without money(83)．·
f

Second，the Camolic doc仃ine of original sin of．fers the a砒or

wisdom访analyzing sins m specific mat cause social injustice．Among

the multitude of sins，the sin of greed controls the kingdom of sin(42)．So

in【鲫缸，all men、Vork together’share eVe巧thing together，have

eVe巧thing in coIlunon，aJld‘‰us eve巧aCtion and each decision，whether

public or priVate，trining 0r important，is not directed by the siIl of greed’’

(45)．

In addition，t11e Ve巧cause of greed is舢恤er analyzed．One is the

“fear of waJlt，’(42)，髂More States．One of the features in t11e societ)，of

priVate proper哆is t11at eve巧one muSt make a 1iVing and 100k aRer his

0、张．This regard f．or his own cominually tempts him to aIlxie劬and

tllerefore t0 the sin 0f avarice．So，m脚施，everything is iIl common；

proVisions are richly supplied． ‘‘EVe巧one 舶ely tal(es and 毹ely

giVes”(45)，as a result，t11e sm of greed caused by t11e‘‘fear of want'’is

eradicated．The other cause of tIle sm of greed is maIl’s pride(42)．For
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ex踟ple，why must the p00r work丘Dm eafly in me moming t0 late m the

eV锄ing，1eading a life worse tllan me beasts?珊1at makes man t0 seek

a毹r 1uxuries auld V撕ties?It is研de．跗de leads to‰sin of aVarice．T0

discipliIle and t0 ke印Ⅱle pride do、ⅣIl，all the UtopiaIls must eat洒

colIlⅡlon messes，、Ⅳear a co姗on吼ifom，receiVe a comLIIlon education，

and rotate吐leir d、Ⅳelling places(40-59)．

T}lird，the saIIle doctrine of originaJ sin fills iIl恤aumor and

therefore me Utopians with po、张r iIl fi曲ting against t11e existent priVate

o、Ⅳnership．According to medieVal scholars，priVate ownership exists as a

remedy t0 socie劬or in otIler、Ⅳords，because of tlle existence of sins，

pdVate proper哆 becomes ineVitable (Sunz， ‘‘I{umaIlism and

Communism’’169-8 1)．While，i11 More’s View，勰long aS priVate proper眵

e)【ists it wiU be irIlpossible t0 remoVe散Im maIl“the hea、，y and ineVitable

burden of p0Ven)，aIld wretchedness”(44)．卜Io cure is possible w“le

eVe巧mall is the master of his o姗．So in饥印肠，priVate proper秒is

abolished觚d co咖uni哆of prope啊is c确ed out．MoreoVer，the

Utopialls laullch抛ck ill action aga访St n]屺traditional View of medjeVal

scholars for priVate咖1ership．The仃{lditionaI View repudiates common

omlerShip协tllat it destrIDys injtjative，encourages d印endence on others

and hellce slom，锄d that it is王Ilclined t0 t咖oil，bloodshe也etc(29)．
while in矾叩缸，m锄is encouraged t0 engage i11 technical iIlll0Vati册s，

锄d mey pay high Value∞虹抡culn盯e of mind．EVe巧0ne worl【s hard for

me communi够；t11ey loVe pe∞e鲫ld live iIl h锄nony．

1n【，女印蛔，I溅only money，bu{t als0 pfiV砒e o、ⅣI麟‘幽p is a融ished．

wim tIlc部tablisI硼ent ofc明珊舳删mership which is b邪ed咖兜li百傩，

all I【inds of sirIs'i眦luding g嗽迫a陀up州ed．’rhe Utopi龇s 0btah
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wisdom and po、代r仃om their faith i11 combating social evil and

promotmg communlsm．

While the Utopian communism is inspired by Catllolic faith，it is

also inmsed with the humanistic ideas．Communism was strongly bac；ked

by a group of humanists at the time．

Accord．mg to the humaIlistic idea that the ultimate tmths are wholely

reVealed in t11e召汤彪，especially in the New 1’es伽nent(Hexter 54)，the

humanists are conVillced mat their God Jesus wishes com如【unism among

His followers because the evidence can be found访me召汤彪．There

recorCb a dialogue be帆een Jesus C11rist and a rich man in the New

Tes伽ment that suppons communism：

1 6 Then someone c锄e t0 him and said，“Teacher，、他at good

deed must I do to haVe etemallife?"l7 And he(Jesus)said t0

him，【⋯】‘‘Ifyou wish to be perfect，go，sell your possessions，

and giVe the money to the poor，and you wiU haVe treaSure in

heaVen；t11en come，follow me．”22 When the young mall

heard thjs word，he went away grieVing[1y】，for he had m甜ly

possessions．23 Then Jesus said to his disciples，‘‘1’lmly I tell

you，it wiU be h砌for a rich person to enter the l(ingdom of

heaVen．24 Again I ten you，it is e嬲ier for a camel to go

throu曲the eye of a needle maIl for someone who is rich t0

enter the kingdom of God．”(胸砌P’p19：16-24；^么7以10：17-25；

￡铭娩18：18-25)

From the dbove s倒[enlent，the humanists’faim证communism is

finIlly confinlled in their religion．This explains why so m别哕humaniSts

aI．e de麾nderls of conununism．
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Here is an ex锄ple t0 show how these humanistS fi曲t fIOr the

communism in their intensity and strengm．Among these humanists，

Erasmus is a11 outstanding figure．Erasmus is me鲈eat pioneer of

h啪anism．He is More’s intimate伍end and haS exemd great influence

0n More and his、砸ting of叻印纽He denouIlces the mixtIJre of the

d0Ctrines of Aristotle(who supports priVate ownership)and God CIlri瓯

which to him a∞as incompatible as fire and water。Here are his indigIl觚t

We have陀aChed§uch a point吐lat me whole of觚stotle is

accepted in t11e heart of ChriSti2u1 meology，in fact，accepted t0

suCh aIl e】(tent that his aumori够is almost more sacred than

that of CMst【⋯】丹om Aristotle、Ve have le锄ed t11at the

h印piness of man is imperfect without tlle addition of goods，

of body and f．omme．From Aristotle we have leanled tllat the

commonwealtll m which all mings are common c锄ot

nourish．We ke印臼ying t0锄algamate the p血ciples of

Aristotle with the doctrine of CMst，tIlat is，t0 mix water and

fire．(qtd．ill S眦tz’‘‘Humanism觚d Communism"l 79)

Here we∞e cleady how fierCely Erasmus a唱ues for communism．

Then，、№come t0 Mo心，the粕tIlor of翻fc坚砌．As妇humanists，
More‘‘emphasizes也e study of Greek觚【d Rom勰c1嬲sics aiming at

exploring religious tnIm’’(qtd．证安东尼l3)．IIl his yOum，“he ca而ed the

defh踮of Plato’s communi锣eV铋tO tIle matter of wiVes!’’<Ad锄s l 32)．

More al∞cites ill his wod【Plato’s theO巧也敲co删[1lonw|唿lths’

印)Sp耐哆de】啷ds 0n pIlilosI曜)hers becoming虹ngs 0r hngs bec鲫ing
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Plato’s尺印甜6眈has exerted profound impact on More’s叻印渤，and

helps him to explore religious tnnh．More’s【坳妇follows the model of

Plato’s尺甲甜6f耙．Thou曲Plato’s hostility to priVate propeny is wen

kno、m to the WbStem world，his ideal commonwealth allows priVate

proper够to the l伽陀r class，while f．orbids it to the ruling class of

guardians．More’s矾印幻follows the suit，but enlarges the common

oWnership to the whole UtopiaIl soci呵Plato’s犬印铭6比is a soci啊

consisting of priests，wa盯iors，artisans and servants．n shows what a

society would be like、汕en each man does his o、Ⅳn work(Adams l 3 8)．

、胁ile More’s C鲫妇stresses t11e significant elements of virtues(50)，

juStice(83)，and equali够(83)．It shows、讹at a soCie妙、№uld be like

when Vimes，juStice and equality play the证pans访s0Cie哆Plato fills iII

his尺弓p“6，缸with milita巧discipliIles，、Vhile More bestows upon his

矾印切monaStic regulationS(83)．

HoweVer'More’s脚缸goes陆beyond Plato’s R印动如iIl that it

has been so ViVidly described，so caremlly discussed，and so acutely

analyzed by More，a man of such鲈eat talents．AU the Utopians are

equal．They loVe peaCe，and contempt for gold and silVer．矾印砌tI．aces

baCk to me secret sources wmch a用ict a commonwealth，锄d prescribes

a complete cure for it．That is to say'by abolishing priVate 0、Vnership

a11d es讪lishing c伽mon ownership，all the evils are uprooted．By

setting foIrth a pa钍em f-0r a perfect and ideal commonwealm，【坳洒f打
su叩aSses也e many celebrated states wim砥 i11stitutions， laws，

regulations，and customs t0 support it．

Finally'舶m anomer perspectiVe that the humanistS emphasize

m锄’s responsibili哆to improVe socie哆(Peterson 172-73)，访Ks脚妇，
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More in如ses in his work widl tlle humanists’enthusiasm for communism

and鹕ues for it fierCely in order t0 bear the responsibilit)r of a humanist

t0 imprOVe li南．

The communism of矾印妇gains itS shape On the t11i11l(ing and

analysis of me money—oriented society of the sixteen也centu秽Brita洫

舶m tlle perspectiVe of More’s Catholic faitll． Mofe builds the

communism ofhis帅级on religion．The communism of∞级aims at

attaC虹ng the status quo of me sixteenm centu巧Britain，and at me s锄e

time expresses More’s lo衄ideal．Me锄、池ile，it reflects More’s mdical

desil．e to refom the socie哆under the f}amework of uniVersal Camolic

ChurCh．111erefore，the communism of脚妇is baSed on me cooperation

of M_ore’s Camolic faitll锄d his humanistic ideas．

Whether也e communism of叻印缸could be realized，More 1eaVes

the answer to mstory．Just嬲【脚妇states：
If tlley(the Utopians)are wrong i11 t11is，and if there is some

sort of society or religion more aCc印table t0(湖t11锄the

present one，they pray that He will，m his goodness，reVeal it

to them，for they撇ready t0 follow、Ⅳherever[H】e leads tIlem．

But if their f0肌of societ)r is血e beSt锄d也eir religion the

仉Je观then mey p豫y tllat God will keep them stcadf破，and

bdng otll盯mortals t0 me same way of life舡ld me s锄e

religious faim f⋯】if God’s diVine Illajesty sO please，they ask

毫6 be bfougItt协him 3∞呜e’蜘by妇ha撇po鳃ible d髓m，

rather t11强be ke皿醐吲妇n him long％ev髓by tIle moSt

pfOs球Ir0嵝Ofe删y c龃eers．(81)
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Conclusion

This thesis studies the Utopian noble ideaS舶m the perspectiVe of

More’s Catholic faith and his humanistic ideaS．

The opposition of dictato瞒hip and war is no new topics in the

histo巧of C¨stianity．Thou曲C11ristian nations constantly wage wars，to

More，it call not change the㈨mat God calls forpeaCe．On the con哪，
it is tlle eVidence to show how God is right and wise iIl his prophecyⅡlat

“God’s nan∞is blasphemed because of them"(2-铴聊材“12：14)．The

utopianS 9btain dy彻mics and po、ver行om t11eir religious faith in t11eir

stmggle againSt dictatorShip and war．

The Utopi锄Value of pleaSure 锄d happiness is a reflection of

More’s exploration of religious trutll as a humanist．111ere is no abrupt

separation be帆een C¨StiaJl时锄d h啪anism．“Originally humanists

were those who believed mat the study of the humanities(art，literature，

p11ilosophy，and language)could improVe religion and socie妒’(Bush 72)．

They emphasize the study of classical literature，but hold that it is not aIl

end，but means．The real pu叩ose of the study is t0“help better

understaIld religious truth'’(安东尼l3)．

It is also me case wim the Utopian毗itude and practice ofeducation．

The Utopian faitll iIl education derives厅om the humanists’faith m

education，which m tum，is obtained丘。om tlle revelation of humanists’

faith m Christiani妙Besides proViding institutions to protect llis矾印肠，

More keeps his【坳妇running tIlrough education．The humaniSts’faith

m education results m More’s searCh·for religiouS tnl也，Ⅵ，hich is reflected

m脚切aS the Utopian faith m education．
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The idea of the Utopian religious tole啪ce results自om More’s

exploration of religious仃uths，which refleCts his humanistic ideas．期1ile

the premise and basis of me UtopiaIl religious tolerance is that all seCts

have faim i11 a supreme god，and that all belieVe in immortali够，which is

identical with me劬(‰ental tenets of Cllristi蕊够．It refleCts More’s

Catholic f-aith．‰fore，the idea of Utopi锄religious tolerance is the

inte矿ation ofMore’s Ca_tholic faith and hUmanistic ideas．

The most嘶l(ing featllres of呦砌is itS communism(Adams 11 5)．

More，me devout Catholic and outs切nding humanist， designs the

communism in his脚幻as the response to me extreme social injuStice

and selfishness印pe鲫ed ifl me early l 6m c锄tu巧Britain．Based on the

meditation and aIlalysis of mIe money-oriented society of the tinle，More

holdsⅡ1at the Ve哆cause of social eVils is peopIe’s worship of money

inStead of worship of God．Still his faitll inspires him that‘‘the loVe of

money is the r00t of an eVil"(，7了所D￡砂6：1 O)．In【脚切，priVate property

and money do not e嫡st．Pe叩le are fke to take whateVer they want and

supply what mey make for no cha唱e．There is no greed，selfisllness，

b11ltali坝and ve巧li仕le crime．11hou曲no 0ne owns an”hing，nobody is

unh印py．Combined with Plato’s脚z西协，but陆beyond it，More buildS

the conllIlunism ofhis砒叩妇0n陀ligion．卟e co舢uniSm of阮叩切

aims at a位acldng the蜘s quo ofme sixteenm ce哪Britain，锄d at me

salIle time expresses More’s lo衄ideal．n also reflects More’s radical

desire t0 refoml societ)r und盱me fhmewo出of uniVer鼢I Catholic

ChurCh．Theref-o陀，也e c伽哪unism of矾印切is也e吼ncome of t11e

cooperatiOn of MOfe’s C抽olic faitll锄d his humanistic ide弱．

All ilI aJl，More gains insigh‘wisaom，由脚ics and p‘删cr fbm his
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faith柚d his humanistic ideaS in his、vriting of矾印肠．Furthe肋ore，there

is n0 abrupt disconllection between More’s Catholic belie砖and his

hum锄istic ideas．As a matter of fact．More’s humanistic ideas denve

f两m his religious faith．MDre is锄outstandjng h哪anist，but first of all，

l艳is a devout Catholic．
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本人在读研期间发表的与硕士学位论文相关的学术论文如下：

1．“论<乌托邦>的宗教宽容"，《社会科学论坛》2008年第7期。

2．“论<乌托邦>的教育观"，《管理观察》2008年第8期。
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