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Synopsis

The Confucius “Benevolence” and the Christian “Universal Love™ are the
cores of Confucianism and the moral principals of Christianity, which have
contributed a great deal respectively in the long history of the development of
Eastern and Western civilizations. In order to regulate the family and rule the
state, Confucius asked people to cultivate their characters and, for this purpose,
he put forward his concept of benevolence, the essence of which i1s “The
benevolent loves others”. The concept of the Christian “Universal Love” was
founded on Judaism during the age of the restless ancient Roman Empire when
people suffered greatly. The central idea of the concept is that Jesus Christ saves
the people’s souls and discipline their behavior with love in order to find a
principle of life to reunite people and to fight for the hardship of life at the time.
The object of the love is God, and then people. People are required to love God
and to love others as oneself. The difference of the two concepts is that the
Confucius Benevolence means the love {or people accgrding to their different
social status with family, its filial piety and fraternal duty as its basis, while the
Christian universal love stresses an equal and unconditional love for others, even
including one’s enemies. These two ancient ideas are still of great sense in the
modern age in modeling a new type of harmonious human relationship as well as
in regulating the relationship between man and nature, man and society and
hurman beings themselves.

Key Words: Confucius Benevolence & Christian Universal Love
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