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Abstract

In the context of Zhu Xi’s theory of human nature, this thesis chooses Giulio Aleni’s theory of
human nature as a case , to expound the mediation implemented by Giulio Aleni’s view of
human nature between Christian doxy and Confucius culture,to expound the commonality
together with difference between Giulio Aleni’s view of human nature and Zhu Xi’s.

This thesis has four parts. The first part focuses on the connotation of “nature”. Giulio Aleni
thought that “the nature is the soul” and it is endowed by God. To prove that, he responded to the
views of “anima is Qi” and “nature is Li”.

The second part focuses on Giulio Aleni’s responding to the argument that everything is
integrative. Since Chinese ancient times, the argument had been about the relationship between
Tian and human, and the argument thought that the human being and everything are consistent in
essence. When Giulio Aleni responded to the argument, he deemed the telepathy between human
and everything as the sameness,

The third part focuses on Giulio Aleni’s mediation of Confucius argument that nature is good.
Giulio Aleni affirmed that anima had two tendencies, that is the good and the evil. From
Confucius’ point of view, the evil is just what is either more than the good or less than the good.
He contrived to mediate Christian doxy with traditional Confucius’ view. He contributed three
factors to the reasons why the good is different from the evil, ie, original sin, gifted
temperament(Bin Qi) and custom.

The fouth part focuses on Giulio Aleni’s mind of conquering the nature(Ke Xing). He thought
that the original nature of ancestor is pure good, thus “obeying to the natrue is the word”(“Shuai
xing zhi wei dao™). However, the human nature nowadays is undermined, therefore “congquering
the nature is the word”(“Ke xing zhi wei dao™).According to reinterpreting and rebuting
traditionat Confucius’ view of the good nature, he advocated “conquering the nature”.

To sum up, on one hand, Giulio Aleni accommodated Confucius view of human nature, on the
other hand.he confined himself to the standpoint of Chritianity. During Giulic Aleni’s view of
human nature, when he accommodated to Confucius’ view of human nature, he cannot but
reinterpret it; at the same time, Christian view about human nature changed because of the
accomodation, That brougt the essential collision and communication between Christian view of
nature and Confucius view of nature.

Key words: the view of human nature, Christianity, Confucius, Giulio Aleni, Zhu Xi
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