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Abstract
Previously the study of the arms control issue has been conducted on either policy
or technique levels. Comparing with the military and security factors, little attention
has been paid to the factors like religion and culture. This thesis tries to address this
problem by analyzing the impact of the religion on the arms control issue in general,
and the role the American Catholic Church in the nuclear freeze movement in
particular.

The American Catholic Church is one of the three major religions in the US and
also the largest church in the country. In the history, the Catholic Church has
developed its own ways of political engagement and moved, step by step, into the
mainstream of American politics. After the 1960’s presidential election, the political
agenda of the American Catholic Church had expanded dramatically, but its pro-life
policy overshadowed the Church’s other concerns like the issue of war and peace. It
had not been until the 1980s that the nuclear freeze movement began to set the stage
for the Church’s political activities.

The Catholic bishops used the pastoral letter as a strategic weapon to promote the
nuclear freeze movement, aiming at influencing the opinions of the general public, At
the same time, they also tried to convert the Catholic political leaders to their cause.
The paper examines both the advantages and the disadvantages of the Catholic
Church in its support for the nuclear freeze movement.

The paper concludes by pointing out that in the arms control issue of the peace
mavement, the religious groups did have some moral authority in mobilizing public
opinions and attracting followers. However, since the arms control is a specialized
field, and it would be very hard for the Catholic Church to play the insider’s game and
to influence the decision-making process. The Church’s lobbing skill in grass-root
mobilization and its access to the political center could not compensate for this lack of
experience and expertise. The moral authority of the Church, though recognize even
by the opponents of the nuclear freeze movement, became less effective in influencing
the public opinion when the concrete policy proposals of the Church were rejected,

leaving the nuclear freeze movement a declined if not a lost enterprise.

[Key Words] : American Catholic Church, Arms Control, Nuclear
Freeze Movement
[ Classification Codes] :D815.2
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