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Abstract

The theme of this paper is that by the inquiry study on “Hebei Jinde Catholic
Social Service Center” (“North Jinde™), located in Shijiazbuang, capital of Hebei
Province, the author tries to explore and explain religion and modern civilization
dialogue under the context of modern institutional; analyze the changes of Catholic
social function; explore the common sense on social welfare existing both Catholic
tradition and Chinese culture tradition; search after the possible path on China social
welfare undertaken by Catholic as a mature institutional religion; and discuss the role
of the social organizations based on religious in China public welfare undertakings.

As an anthropological study, the author uses field surveys and other supporting
research methods to do empirical study on Beifang Jinde. Through its operating
mechanisms, the author found that non-governmental organization is feasible and
effective way to undertake public welfare undertakings as systematic religious.
Religious background can provide value judgment and moral support for
non-government organization, which will be more humane, ethics and universal. And
the flexibility structure of non-governmental organizations could help to carry out
religious values and beliefs in practice and make religion takes part in public life of
the context of the modernization. By the study on the significance of North Jinde and
the problems it has to face in current Chinese society, the author found that the public
welfare undertaken by North Jinde has been bringing double useful impacts: the one
is to meet the need of society, and the other one is exploration of the institutional
religion transformation.

Thus, the conclusion is this: on the one hand, institutional religion needs to make
adjustments, and find out their own new ways of development, and to reengineer its
social function in a rational, secularization of modern society; on the other hand, the
needs of social welfare increasing rapidly because of modern society's development
and China's social transformation, so it needs all social forces to join in the public
welfare undertakings. Non-governmental organization as an effective mode of

operation provides for the supply of a possible way to meet each other. So the logical



relations can be summed up as following: institutional religion could carry out public
welfare undertakings through non-governmental organizations as an effective mode of
operation and find out their role in modern society, and on the other hand to meet the

demand for public welfare undertakings.

Key Words: institutional religion, non-government organization, and public welfare
undertakings
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