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ABSTRACT

Lin yutang had been known as a cultural master and a humorist
for a long time past, so it had got the rich achievements of Study
on Lin yutang’'s view of Chinese and Western culture and humorous
thought in earlier stage, but few attention had been given to the
relationship between Lin yutang and Christianity.

This thesis in its four interrelated parts discusses the
relationship between Lin yutang and Christianity from analyzing the
influences between Christian thought of Lin Yutang and his culture
form. Under the influence of this relationship, it undertakes a
concrete and deep interpretation to probe into and explain the
unique psychology and individual characters of Lin yutang’s works.

Lin yutang had experienced tortuous and repeated reversals of
belief in all his life. On one hand, Lin yutang came from the
Christian family, and he was deeply influenced by Christianity .The
spiritual essence of Christianity, equal and universal love, that
had precipitated into the consciousness depths of Lin yutang, not
only made the themes of his novels, but also had influences on the
attitude of understanding the Chinese and Western culture and his
way of conducting himself in society. On the other hand, it was the
challenge from science to the Christianity, the strong attraction of
Chinese traditional culture to Lin yutang, the changes in era, and
the change of the living environment that made Lin yutang often
produced suspect to his own religious belief. These two thoughts
fiercely conflicted in the heartinf Lin yutang. Finally in order to
finish the conflict, he tried to set up the new Christian faith by

the way of mixing Chinese and Western culture together. With his new
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religion, Lin yutang believed God, praised universal love and equal
spirit, and objected to the scientific doctrine and materialism to
have the fingers in religion; Besides, Lin yutang looked at God as
the tian of Confucianist and the dao of Taoist. He thought God only
could be realized with intuition and could not be proved. He denied
the original sin of Christianity and affirmed that the nature of
human being was good.

This religion view determined what Lin yutang pursued was
eastern idyllic life ideal there was net pastoral song of rural area,
but it was lack of western high fierce aesthetic intension. Lin
yutang early accepted western education, and he had lived abroad for
a long time, but he was a Chinese in essence. As a long-term guest
in the foreign countries, Lin yutang had the Emotion to come back
his motherland. But he acquired the knowledge of Chinese traditional
experience of culture by books not by actual life, so to a certain
extent, he beautified the traditional culture. For this reason,
although Lin yutang had the relations with Chinese culture and
Western culture, he kept distance to two cultures and adopted
relatively detached attitude to mix two kinds of culture together.
This has determined that the Christian religion Lin yutang set up by
the way of mixing Chinese and Western culture together was a kind of
idealized condition and the Garden of Eden on the spirit that

detached from the reality.

The Key Words:» Lin yutang The Christian religion

Equal and universal love Humanism God and intuition
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