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ABSTRACT

During the times of late Ming and early Qing, the Catholicism entered China for
the third time. The missionaries, led by Matteo Ricci, adopted a flexible strategy,
actively studied the Chinese traditional culture, communicated with the top
scholar-officials, integrated the Catholic doctrine with traditional Chinese culture, and
finally gave tﬁe éatholicism in China a firm footing. However, after the death of
Matteo Ricci, his successors insisted on carrying out their missionary work according
to Catholic doctrine, resulting in the Catholics being besieged by traditional power.
Then finally, after the "Nan Jing Religious Case", they met a prohibition. After Ming
was replaced by Qing, because of Emperor Shunzhi’s toleration and protection,
Catholicism gradually got recovered. However, the Catholicism was banned again as
a result of "rites argumentation”, and since then became illegal. The decline of the
Catholicism had a lot of reasons, including political reasons, the great differences
between Chinese and Western cultures, as well as the splitting of various Catholicism.
Although Catholicism in period of the late Ming and early Qing experienced ups
and downs, yet it had a great influence on the development of the Chinese society,
such as introducing the West's advanced science and technology into China, and
taking Chinese thought and culture into the West, playing a role of a bridge in the
East-West cultural exchanges. The historical merits of these missionaries were worth
mentioning. In this paper, the author carried out a detailed research and made an
impartial and objective evaluation on the history of the Catholicism during the late
Ming and early Qing period by collecting and organizing historical materials.

This thesis mainly consists of four parts:

Chapter One gives an introduction to both international and domestic
environment in late Ming and early Qing when missionaries came into China.
Internationally, the Reformation in Europe forced Catholicism to do missionary work
abroad to enlarge its influence. The colonial expansion of Portugal and other countries
made it possible. Within this period, Portugal has already gained its occupation in
Macao which served as the relay station. In China, the self-sufficient small-scale
peasant economy still dominated the nation and traditional Confucianism was

deep-rooted. These factors made it more difficult for the missionaries’ entering China.
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Chapter Two mainly states the tortuous development of Catholicism in late Ming
and early Qing. During the period of late Ming Dynasty, Catholicism entered China
for the third time. The missionaries, led by Matteo Ricci, adopted a flexible strategy,
and finally gave the Catholic Church in China a firm footing. But the "Nan Jing
Religious Case" witnessed the decline of Catholicism. During the period of early Qing,
the missionaries such as Johann Adam Schall von Bell succeeded in gaining the
approval of Emperor Shunzhi and Kangxi and Catholicism achieved its rapid
development. However, due to the interference of Vatican, the strategy has be;,n
changed and it resulted in the prohibition of Catholicism in late Emperor Kangxi’s
domination. Methods and objects of doing missionary work were quite different in
late Ming and early Qing.

Chapter Three mainly presents an analysis on the reasons of the decline of
Catholicism from four perspectives: political background, collisions with Chinese
traditional culture, disagreements among missionaries and differences between eastern
and western ideologies. Among these four reasons, disagreements among missionaries
were the subjective one. Missionaries adopted different strategies to do work and
different churches kept to different tenets. This led to the reduction of the affinity and
the lack of strength when facing the objections of the Chinese conservatives.

Chapter Four introduces the positive role of missionaries in the communication of the
east and west. Missionaries brought in the advanced science and technology to China
while.doing missionary work and meanwhile introduced Chinese traditional culture to

western countries.

Key words: late Ming and early Qing; Catholicism; missionaries
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