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The Comparison of Different Attitudes to Western Learning
Between Southern Intellectuals and Northern Intellectuals During
the Period of Late Ming and Early Qing
(Abstract)

At the period of late Ming and early Qing Dynasty, western missionaries came to
China to propagate Catholicism. At the same time ,they introduced western science and
culture to China. After being spread into China as a strange outside culture, western
learning(Catholicism and western science and culture) aroused quite complicated reaction
in Chinese society. Deferent personages and different regions’ response were all different.
The attitudes of southern intellectuals and northern intellectuals treating western learning
had obvious differences. This article makes a concrete analysis to the diffenence of
southern intellectuals’ and northern intellectuals’ attitudes toward western learning, and
analyses the reason to cause this kind of difference.

The whole article is divided into seven parts altogether.

The foreword briefly review the research states towards various kinds of responses to
western learning of intellectuals and the western learning’s spread in different areas in the
period of late Ming and early Qing Dynasty, and the cultural diffenences between the south
and the north, and definitize the subject of this article.

Heading one enumerate the famous intellectuals Catholic and the famous intellectuals
that studed western science and culture. Data contrast analyses that southern famous
intellectuals Catholic and intellectuals that studed western science and culture were both
more than north, which indicates that southern intellectuals’ attitude to western learning
was more active and they accepted western learning abroader.

Heading two enumerate the important incidents that intellectuals repeled western
learning and the famous intellectuals that repeled Catholicism. The contrast analyses that
southern inteliectuals repelled western learning stronger than northern intellectuals.

Heading three analyses the causes of southern intellectuals accepted western learning
abroader. The western learning’s spreading routh from south to north made the south touch
western learning at first. The coastal foreign trade of southeast caused the opening of the

southern social atmosphere, and made southern intellectuals had more chance, more
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purposes and wider ranges than northern intellectuals to know and understand westerners
and western culture. The development of commodity economy midwifery the activeness of
the ideology and culture. The south overweight of talent’s geographical distribution, Wang
Yangming’s School of Mind and the practical academic trend was southern intellectuals’
talent and though foundation of accepting western leaming.

Heading four analyses the causes of southern intellectuals repelled western learning
stronger. The south had more intellectuals, the repelling power was stronger. The west
colonist’ invasion in the southeast made southern intellectuals have heavier mind of
suspicion.The prosperous of southern Catholicism made southern intellectuals had deeper
worry of changjing China.

Heading five analyses the diffenence of Shandong intellectuals’ and Zhejiang
intellectuals’ attitudes toward western learning,

The epilogue briefly discusses the different attitudes of southern and northern
intellectuals treating western leaming during the period of late Ming and early Qing
Dynasty keep lasted until neoteric and modern times and caused different degree
influences on history in neoteric and modern times of south and north, and point that the
south and the north should learn from each other’s strong points to offset each other’s
weakness in order to accelerate development, thereby offer historical experience and lesson
for the reformation and open of different region and the construction of harmonious social
society.

Key Words: the period of late Ming and early Qing Dynasty; intellectuals; western
learning; south and north

Category number: k29
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