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On Conscience Theory of Contemporary Western
Catholic New Natural Law School

Specialty: Religious Studies

Postgraduate: Zhang Qiumei Tutor: Lin Qinghua

In Catholic theological tradition and pastoral practice, conscience is viewed
as a vital factor in moral decision-making. The New Natural Law School as a
contemporary western catholic ethical school was formed after the calling for the
renewal of moral theology by the Second Vatican Council.lt also pays much
attention to the issue of conscience.In this dissertation, the author also focuses the
discussion on conscience in the New Natural Law School.

In the first chapter, the author outlines the origin, definition and different
interpretations around “conscience” in the Bible ,Thomas Aquinas and documents
of Vatican II.

In the second chapter, the author discuss the concept “conscience” redefined
by the New Natural Law School: “conscience” is viewed as the résult of one’s
personal awareness which ultimately leads to one’s moral principles and
responsibility. Since one’ moral awareness is divided into different levels,
consequently, his conscience is composed of different levels, namely, particular
moral conscience, general moral conscience and fuundamental mode of
self-awareness. In this theroy, the judgement of conscience is highly viewed as the
final element leading to one’s moral judgement and all his behavior. As a result, he

bears the moral responsibility to act in accordance with his own judgement of

I
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conscience.

In the third chapter, the author pushes this discussion to the deeper level: a
man should establish moral judgement over different “conscience” by his inner
nature, and follow the call from the correct conscience and avoid signals from the
erroneous one. In order to achieve it, a man ought to cultivate his good impetus
in the inner nature, and perfect his judgement in distingushing different elements
which lead to the true and moral conscience and the untrue and immoral one.

In the forth chapter, the author discusses in detail their understandings about
the formation and one’é judgement of conscience.

In this discussion, the author conducts a comparative study between the
conscience theory of the New Natural Law School and that of Mengzi in Chinese
Confucian philosophy. In the conculsion, the author discusses the contribution of
the New Natural Law School to the theory of conscience in the context of
“responsiveness’ in apologist tradition.

Key Words: Free Choice ; Conscience; Follow one’s Conscience; Erroneous

Conscience; Formation of Conscience; Mengzi ; Responsiveness
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@ See Robert J.Smith,Conscience and Catholicism:the Nature and Function of Conscience in Contemporary
Roman Catholic Maral Theology. New York.Oxford: University Press of Ameirica,Inc.Lanham,1998.p.53.

® Germain Grisez and Russell Shaw,Fulfillment in Christ,p. 28.

,; 14



PN e w2 74 0

F—BE R R0 R EARHEE 5.0 (particular moral conscience) , “ X X
L RO E XA~ M ARTERFELE P ARFRHIEE L EHNE
TERIBAEAINT.” OF BREZIRANZ L 0 M B 5T R AAK B OHWTHET T 947
EE—MERT, ROBRECRBESUXTRINECHERITIHEERLE,
CanEAT S R i) “IXAMRERE AT A RIEE LB RIAT AR ? B R BT
BEZ, FATB S TETE WA ) RO FI Wi 25 (8] R Y 1) J . “ AN N i ABX —
TR, HAEREIRK”, BE ‘KRB IERK". il JWRATEXIE
RIEZ AT REMERT, HATH THARMSER B N ZMERE S R EEEN. &S

C NATAAE 36T RAZ TG A — A A SRR ELER 27, X — STt 2 By 7O

, BARIEE RO RGE S EENES RS T AET AR, BTl
AN T ANEEMECEME AT A, BN T RARBE T . TN
AERED, ROGEFANBEENEETERT 2, BT EHRET Hit
TVRHAL

ERHEE RO B IRE ROXTHEIFERAITAT ARER ZXEEN.
AEHBR T A IEFEEE RE, WR-NRBITHRIESHD, HEE
EBAFT. RZ, —MEERATAHRERN, EEEERARGT. U, X
— R B R A AN AT HE— BARAT A B R R IR R R B A
ZHWEREAR 4T REFERMRAMNLER”. B BREFIREH,

R—NMANELIEEREZFEIENREEREEAN, TARRENE—
TABRRENBRRARFRERIER, BAREEFEEENNE. |
A2 F A R H AR — AN AR TN 2 S R B, MhEEE B
XS HHROETE . HRUM ORI LS MR, R R EN S
wWie, XEHARIT.

B RRE RO IE— AR 1E 7 R0 (general moral conscience) » 7EIXANE X

® Rev.Ronald Lawler,Joseph M.Boyle,and William E.May,Catholic Sexual Ethics.Huntington:Our Sunday
Visitor,INC.,1985,p.100.

® Germain Grisez and Russell Shaw,Fulfiliment in Christ, p.30.

® Rev.Ronald Lawler,Joseph M.Boyle,and William E.May,Catholic Sexual Ethics,p.100.
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Sunday Visitor,INC.,1994,p. 42.
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® Ibid.p.213.
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® Rev.Ronald Lawler,Joseph M.Boyle,and William E.May,Catholic Sexual Ethics,p.109.
“ Germain Grisez and Russell Shaw,Fulfiliment in Christ,p.28.
® William E.May, An Introduction to Moral Theology.Huntington:Our Sunday Visitor,INC.,1994,p.32.
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