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Abstract

George Simmel is not only seen as the greatest classic thinker in the modern
capitalism with Karl Marx and Max Weber, but also is one of the founders in the
study of the western sociology of religion. But since a long period of time, Simmel’s
analysis of society for religion was not brought into the main eyesight of academe,
and didn’t gain enough recognition. The article begins my research with Simmel’s
interpretations of modern western culture crisis and human predicament, and attempt
to understand his sociology of religion thought, and tap its particular value.

George Simmel was deeply aware of the dangers of modern society culture |
crisis to human subject consciousness and ultimate life sense, and he advocated
return to religion. “Religiosit4t” is the cornerstone of Simmel’s sociology of religion
theory. In his opinion, the specified historical form of religion was not equal to
religion itself. Religion didn’t wither away in the modern society; the modern people
also maintain the “religiositit”. The predicament of religion in the modern society is
the concealment of “religiositit”. Simmel explored the transformation: from religion
return to “religiositét”, from group return to individual, from substantive religion
return to individual religion. Simmel followed but surpassed the research visual
angle of classical sociology in the study of religion, and set a new research visual
angle of individual religion. As a result, he pursued a way for human predicament,

and proved the validity of religion in the modern society.

Keywords: Georg Simmel;modern society;“religiositét”;the function of religion
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