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Abstract

Religion, a special phenomenon of human beings, present in the mankind spiritual
activities early as our ancestors evolves into civilized creatures. Various religions
survive complicated development of human society, form solid traditions and exert
important influence along with mankind history. In the light of national Education
Ministry project "the Study of China Religion", this article serves to explore the
relationship between the reasons for believing Christianity and social transformation
while the author researches those converted to Christianity in Shanghai.

The author has interviewed and investigated over 6 months three objective groups, the
older and the youth and the newly-converted Christian in Shanghai International
Church, and found that major older Christians are guided by their Christian families,
young Christians are mainly due to attraction of Christian culture and/or subject to
certain frustration in life as to covert to Christianity, while the newly-converted
Christians are right reflection of individual preference during social transformation.

0n the basis of analyzing these three objective groups, the article
proposes that, the religion phenomenon in modern society needs to be
recognized and understood in correlation to whole social background,
other than a separately isolated social phenomenon. During current
reformation of old China patterns in economy and management, our
communities and societies is undergoing an ever comprehensive and complex
social transformation, tends to accept variety of thoughts, and leaves
more room for different individualities. From personal perspective,
preference of religion is a typical characteristic development.
Converting to Christianity is whatsoever the reflection of social
functions redistribution among various organizations from social
perspective, Ecclesiastic organization can integrate sophisicated
characteristics and hence, to some extent, stabilize social development.
However, the negative impact of the religion in extremism and
mystification shall not be ighored, and shall otherwise promote the study
of adapting religions to socialism development, for social intimacy, as
well as Lo optimize social reforms,

The subject of religion belief and social transformation is indeed
intricate to study and has far-reaching meaningfulness. The author
of fers hereafter the understanding of the subject, which might not be
profound and extensive, and sincerely welcome all kinds of comments.

Key words: social transformation, belief, cultural Christianity, role
conflict, weak group
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