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Preface

Much has been said on the topic of religion and culture
by scholars of different countries, What, after so many books
and essays on this topic, merits anybody’s attention in this
additional volume? Can we present anything significantly
new to readers?

While the extension of a discipline iz limiled, its inte-
ntion is not. For instance, History of Philosophy covers the
study of philosophers and their thoughs, and the number of
the truely great philesophers can be counted in a few minu-
tes, However, its intention 1% unlimited, New discoveries
emerge from time to time as society progresses; people know
more when they deepen their experience and one gains new
fruit when one changes his viewpoint or adopts a different
perspective, A basic pattern of development for a discipline
is; when returning te the same issue, pcople constantly touch
unnoticed aspects, and form new inter-disciplinary projccts,
The enguirer who 1s in himself (a closed-efs]l enquirer}
refuses to see this truth, whereas the enquirer who is for

himself (a self-revealing enquirer) willingly steps into the
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fundamenlal contradiction of rognition which is that between
the infinity of the cogitatum and the finitude of the enqui-
rers and their times, He thus has a totally different, and pro-
mising vision,

Unlike religious culture, “religion and culture” is not a

special discipline, Nonetheless, as a result of a comparative
study of religion and cultere, it has a broader scope and
richer content than any specialized discipline, sueh as socio-
logy of religion, religious ethics, comparative study of rveli-
gions, psychology of religion, ete, Looking back to the past,
it includes the study of the impact of religion on Jocal or
world eulture and vice versa,, and the study of cultural
conflict inherent in religious expansion, Facing today or to-
morrow, it concerns itself with the influence of contemporary
culture, hoth national and worldwide, on religion; especially
that of modern philosophy on the development of religion,
Finally, it attempts to draw general and illuminating cenelu-
stons about theological and religious development from a phi-
losophical reflection upon all periods of history,

Since the field is so broad, and the content so0 rich, and
so little study has been conducted in mainland China, we
believe that there is much work to be done, Besides, since
most contributors and the editor are interested mainly in
the study of the history of philosophy, both of China and of
other countries’, they find it fascinating to deal with reli-

gion and culture from a philosophical point of view,
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Te conclude, I will add: we look for a foothold, only te
find it underneath our feet; we ask for a new field of study,
and the answer turns out to be; Seek and you will find,

Qur obiect will not be like the lake and fruit in front of
Tantalus, Qur reward will be more than that of Sisyphos,

Chen Cunfu
Philosophy Department,
Hangzhou University
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Abstract

Making Friends in the Essential Tension

Bao Limin

Tiie topic of this article is about On Friendship, or The
Book on Making Friends, Qiu Youpian, 2 monograph written
in classic Chinese, by Martini Martino, an Italian Jes=uit who
visited China in Ming-Qing Dynasties, However, my intention
is to dizcuss a broader issue in religious ethics and cultural
exchange, 1 argue that within religlous ethics there are
multiple systems of values or moralities which entail tension.
Different ailtitudes and solutions to this temnsion has heen
attempted in  history, which accounts for the different
orientations adeped in both religious schools and missionary
melhodologics, The tension, however, 1s not something accident,
but lies in the dee¢p structure of religion, hecause religion
centers on an ontological dimension strikingly distinct from
daily iife, The new, religious ontological dimension naturally
demands a morality the standard of good and evil of which

differs greatly [rom that of the secular morality To level of or
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to ignore the tension is senseless,for ife is not a flat one but
full of varieties and thus potential tensions, The proper attitude
in facing the challenge of this tension is, as the title of this
paper—*“Making Friends in the Creative Tension” (a paredy
of Kuhn’s famous work:-—suggests, to acknowledge the multiple
level easence of relizgious ethics and to re—think the tension as a
positive, creative phenomena. Between one value system and
the ather, just as between man aund man, to dialogue, to “make
friends”, and to transcend together, will bring an unexpected
fruitful life-persective to all who are involved, For ins{ance,
one car fully appreciate the significance of secular morality
of friendship, while at the same time insists on a transcendent
morality of agaupe. What Martini Marlino has done in his

worlk, [ believe, provides a good example of this approach,



On the Contribution of Ttalian Sinonist
Martino Martini to the Cultural
Exchange between China and Italy

Xu Mingde

Martini Martine is an impertant man in the world euliure
‘who has long been forgotten and came to the altention only
after the re-estahlishment of the diplomatic relation between
Chipa and kaly in 7972, Since the 1980s,a number of researches
on him have been carried out in China, His tomb and the
Hangzhou Catholic Church buill Ly him were repared and
ranked as important ecultural relies hy the Provineial
government,

The great contributions made by Martino to the history
.of Sino-Italian cultural exchange may be summarized as
follows:

1. He made China known lo Euwrepe by his Lalin work
the History of China (ten velumes), the Wars of Tartar, and
New Maps of China, Thece are the mosi scientific and important
research works on Chinese bhistory and geography in that

.ﬂentur}'_



2. He paved the road 1o promote the exchange of Sino-
Ttalian cultures, He not only made it clear that China and
Italy both called each other “Qin” or “great Qin” since Han
Dynasty, but also defended at Papal Court the position of
contextualization of Catholicism in the Ritual Controversy, He
also wrote Chinese Grammer in order to help the European
to learn Chinese, Before his death, he completed the Book
on Freindship to teach people truth in this field,

3. He opened the way for Chinese students to study in
Europe. For instance, he sent Zlieng Mano, a Chinese Christian,
to Europe to be trained as a talent with good knowledge of
the West,

Martino was the most outstunding historinn, geographer
and philosopher on China in Eurepe at that time, He has
promoted friendship and mutual understanding between West
and China, His contribution in academic stwdies and lis

persistence in his cause arc waiting {or more study today.



The End of Alent’'s Mission in China
—Alent in Northern Fujian

Lin Jinshui Wu Huaimin

During his final years of life, Aleni was active in North
Fujian, visiting many counties, such as Shaowu, Jianning,
Jianou, Taining, and Wuyi Mountaio, He died in Nanping in
164%9. This article described Aleni’s acquaintdnce with the
local literati, The moest important of them was Zuo Guanxian,
the Magistratc of Jianning county, who was the only local
official in Fujian, even in the whole couniry, to issue and
to pest an eofficial motice to highly praise Christianity, and
Li Sixuan, a student of the {mperial School in Nanjirg, who.
wrote a biography of Aleni, This paper also analyzed the
relationship between Aleni and the Loungwu Pretender’s Court
of the Southern Ming, concluding thal the death of Aleni was.

associated with the decline of the Longwu Pretender,



The Purposes and Significance of
Alent’s Writings on Matteo Ricci and
on the Chinese Converts Yang Tingyun
and Michael Zhang

Xu Mingde, Hangzhou University
Ciulio Aleni (1581—1649) came from Brescia, Italy to
China in 1619 and since then missioned in Henan, Beijing,
Napiing, Jiangshu, Zhejiang, Shanxi, Fujian and Shanxi, He
was Vice—-Provincial of the Jesuits Society in 164], responsible
for the missionary malters in the ¢ provinces in South China.

He wrote many works and was honoured the title “Canrfucias

the Life

from the West,” In his three biographical books
of Matteo Ricci (“Daxi Li Xinasheng Xingji”), and the Biogra
‘phies of the Converts Michael Zhang (“Zhang Mige’er yiji™),
-and Yang Tingyun (*Yang (Jiyuan Xiansheng Chaoxing Shiji”),
Aleni described {for the first time in Chinese the missionary
life of the first Provincial of the Jesuit Society, zrnd the
religious life of Yang Qiyuan, a higher goverment efficial
‘in the Ming Dynasty, and of Zhang Shi, a young scholar of

‘the time,
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The purpose and molive that Aleni wrote the three books
were? (1) te summarise the missionary roads of the Jeszuit
Society in the late 16th century and the early 17th century
for the Rome Court, His aim was to combine Catholicism with
the reality of China, 1o explain the religious theory through
the deeds of historical {igures and to carry out the work of
“agreeing with and supplementing Confucianism” In the
aspect of the religicus rite, he suggested 1o respect Lhe local
tradilions of worshiping Confucious and ancesters, and in the
developments in Catholics in China, to pay great attention
to the quality  that is, to win [irst of all the members of
higher society and intellectuals, (2) to set up an example
for the masses of missionary priests and believers, By des—
cribing many vivid eveunts, Aleni made it clear thut M, Ricci
had the noble spirit of “ofien mirror in good mirror and
bravely promote good customs”, and that Mr. Yang had the
greatness of “Love people, consirain self, tolerate and help
others,” and that Zhang Shi was honoured as a perfect believer
for his piousness,

Aleni’s three books have propound historical significance,,
Firstly, they played a leading role in bridging the cultures
lietween China and the West, The exchanges of the Fast and
West eultures were promoted hecause the members of the
Jesuit Seciety came and many Chinese inteleciuals became
Catholic, Secondly, it is shown that among the members of

the Jesuit Society who came to China, mapy were outstanding
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persens of Confucius type, Matteo Ricel and Giunlio Aleni
were greel learners of West culture and science, and sinol-

ogists with wide knowledge of China,



On Li Zhizhao’s Main Acts and Cont-
ributions to Sino-Western Exchange

Huang Lanying
Li Zhizhao is one of the pioneers in introducing and
spreading Western culiure and science—technology in China
in the 17th century, He is a famous scientist, translator, and
publisher., Moreover, he 15 ranked, with Xu Guangqi and Yang
Tingyun, as “the Three Pilars of Chinese Cathelicism?,
This article is to discuss Li Zhizhao’s main acts and con-
tributions to the history of the Sino-West exchange in the
17th century in four respects,
1. To spread knowledges of world map and world geography.
2. To be the [irst scholar who intreduced into China Western
astronomy and calendar,
3, To introduce into China Western technology of making
weapons,
4, To translate a greal number of Western hooks on science
and technology,
Because of his active work in intreducing and spreading
‘Western knowledge into China, he not only helped the dev-

.elopment of China’s research of science, but also helped fur-
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theriug the exchange and the integration of West and FEast
cultures, Therefore, Li Zhizhao has played an important role

in the hislory of Sine-West exchange,



Christianity in China according to the
Brevis relatio

A. LAZZAROTTO

I. Purpose of the Relatjo

The Brevis relatio de numero et qualitate Chrisiiunerum
apud Sinas (Brief account on the numerical strength and
qualities of Christians in China) written by Martino Maxting
at the end of 1654, in part of the work he carried out imn
Rome as procurator of the Chinese viceprovince of the Societ
of Jesus(@®, |

It is a short work (44 pages in all) intended to creat
public opinion favorable to a revision of the whole question
regarding ihe missionary method emplyed by the Jesuits ia
China following in the footsteps of pioneer Father Mattes
Ricei, It was a case of reviewing the negative judgemem
issued by Rome ten years earlier.
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After his arrival in Rome in 1434, Martini nad zalso
presented the Holy See with a detailed aecount 1z which he
refuted the strong objeclions vaised by other religious men,
particularly by Father Juan B, de Morales, OP, In 18356 he
then presented the Master of the Sacred Palace w tb an exte—
nsive repori—an “ingens volumen”, as a contemporary called
il.—which served as a hase for the positive response issued
by the Propaganda Fide on 23 March of the same vear, with
the Pope’s approval of the Jesuit method,

| Unfertunately this “ingens volumen” has remained in
manuscript form, Likenways a more complete history of the
mizsion, from the death of Matteo Ricei (1410) onwards-which
Martin: in 1554 propesed to write, as he himself states@—
al=o never published; he probably enly drew an outline,

This makes the short work we are about to examine ali
the more valuable. It is a remarkable testimony of the apirit
with which those pioneers worked in order 1o iniroduce the
Gospel te the Chinese people, and of the results they gradually
derived in that vast Empire,

The booklet was printed in Rome by the lgnazio de
Lazzeris Printing House which, during the same year, had
edited the first edition of his De bello Tartarico, It is dedicated
to Cardinal Antonio Barberini, Prefect of the Saint Congre—-
gation “de Propaganda Fide”, of the Holy See’s organism scl
up just thirty years earlier (1622) and destined to guide

the work of evangelization in faraway continents which had
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only recently been discovered by Europe@,

The Brevis relatio is made up of seven short chaplers,
The first and last are of a documentary nalure, whereas lhe
others have a rather descriptive lone, Martini based his
writing on a rich documentation which he brought from China
and on teports whiech his fellow Jesuits sent him therefrom
after his departure, We must therefore not be deceived by
the fast pace of this “compendium”_ as he calls it, which he
destined to stimulating the readers’ interest for the move

detailed work which was to follow, The Bresis relaiio has a

clear intrinsic value of 1its own,

1I. Missionary statistics

This Brewvis relatin begins with the historical catalogue
of the Jesuit priests who worked in the incipient Chinese
mission, The first on the lisl is the Spaniard Francis Xavier
who died a century earlier (1554 on the small island of
Shangehuan, Off the coast of that FEmpire which he had not
been able to penetrate; with obvieus praise evident veneration,
Martint refers to him as the “slandard-bearer and Moses”,
The first Jesuits of the China mission lo settle in Macao—
the Chinese territory which since }557 had become a Portuguese
base—were three Italians; among them one was &t become
the foundsr of the real Chinese mission, Father Maiteo Ricei,

who reached Canton in 1582@, Martini also shows great
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esteem for another veteran of the mission, Father Niccols
Longabardi, also [talian, who had reached the Chinese Empire
57 yecars earlier and still continued working there “plenus
dierum et meriterum®,

Martini gives the names and nationalily of the 58 priosts,
to whom, hLe says, another 135 coadiutor Brothers should be
added_It is an international community, Over a third (1wenty
twe) of the total number are Poringuese; there follow 1§
Italians, and the rest arc French, Germans, Belgians, Spaniards
and Poles, Their appear some of the famous names of those
missionaries who were righily described as a “generation of
riants” &,

Te mention a few stalistics, Martini recalls a first census.
of Christians seattered in the provinces of Jiangsi, Zhejlang,
Shandong, Shanxi and Shaanxi, as well as in the towuns of
Nanking and Peking; it wuas taken in 1627 and found that
theve was a total of about 30,000 Christened people,

In 1636 religious activity had spread to lhe provinces
of Fujian and Henan, making a total of 40,000 believers: a
number which could seem ratlier small, Martini remarks, when
yeu consider the amount of work il had required; but if you
tuke into account the problems et in trying io enter China
aud in the work itself “it is a large number and should by
no means be despised” particularly because of the “strict
laws againstqfﬂ-reigners” which were still enforced,

“lartino Martini then quoies the case of ihe Fujian pro—
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vince, were the missiop was set up in 1625 by the Iitaliun
Father Giulio Aleni (also worthy of mention because of bis
catechetical and pasteral publications in the Chinese language);
he recalis that in 1636 there were 1591 neaphyles, mostly in
the capital town of Fuzhou and surroundings area; but only
two years later 17 churches had been buill, with three r=ligions
residences,

According to Martini, in {840, the Goaspel had reached
13 of the 15 provinces in the Ewupire auad there were §0,000
to 70,400 Christians, Bearing o mind that every year almaost
6,0¢0 christenings took place, in [§5[--the vyear in which
Martipa was travelling to lhe Philippines and then to Euvope
—the number of converts in China had hecome at least
150,000, thus offering prospects for future conversions rot
inferior to those 1in other lands, alse due to the ¥great

inclination of the people towards our faith”®,

IH. Characteristics of Chinese Christians

What ave these Chincse Christians likey Martini regrets
that in those yars “false and sinister informatien” conecruing
thent had spread from the DPhilippines to Spain, and even
reachiing Rome., It was said that only eemmon people and
very few ef the “higly esteemed mandarins” are converted;
1hat the faith of theze Christians 13 mingled with errors and

idolatry, and that “they are little inclined towards acts of
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charity and alms, not very steadfast in their faith, negligent
in their praying, in carrying oui pious acts and in mortifi-
cations”, Perhaps, according to our historian, such a heavy
judgement spread among the missionaries in the Philippines
i3 due to the behaviour of seme Chinese Christian who arrived
in that country alone and isclated among stranpers, who was
abused and had as bad example in the conduct of the Eur-
opean soldiers and merchants, If one is toe talk about the
Clhinese Christians, Mariti— Chinese Christiane, Martini argues,
one chould go and see how they live at home, where “the
ouly Europeanz they see are the Fathers and Evangelic
Workers”(@,

Martini comments that the Chinese mission began in a
evangelical “style”; “The first person lo accept the Christian
farth in the small town of Zhaoqing, in Guangdong, was a
poor man who had been sen! away from his home and left
to die in a field because his relatives could not bear the bad
smell of his wounds”, Father Ruggieri found him, built a hut
for him and treated him; he prepared food for him and served
it with his own hands, This enlightened the poor man, whe
hevame eonvinced that this doctrtine which could lead someone
te periorm such aets must be the true one and the one to
lead Lim to salvation, For this veason he asked to be haptized
heforc his death,

However, right from the start a constant preoccupation

of the Jesuii missionaries was “to cbavert some Mandarins
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and scholars because these, being the most nohle.and_puwe—i— '
rful, can light up the way more easily for others to follow”,
It was the first Superior, Father Alessandro Valignano, who
insisted that they should de¢ all they could to reach the
Irmperial Court, both in Nanking and Peking, establishing
residences in those lowns., It was for this reason, Martint
explains, that Father Matteo Ricci faced up 10 so many dangers
and hardships, until he succeeded in establishing there his
residence and with his doctrine and virtue gained the frien—
dship of many powerful people, some of whom were later
haptized,

Among them, the mosl dislinguished was Doctor Paul
(Xu Guangqiy, later raised to supreme dignity by the Empe—
ror®, Another very noble scholar, Martinl recalls, who was
converted not very long afterwards, also wanted to be named.
Paul (probably Paul Song)., There followed doctors Leo (Li
Zhiczo) and Michel (Yang Tingyun) recognised “pillars of
tbe Chinese Church”@:, The great impact which the first group
of missionaries Jed by Matteo Ricel had or the Chinese
cultural world continued in the following decades, so that
in 15636 among the couverts numbered 14 of the highest
Mandarins, 10 doctors, 11 graduates and 281 bachelors; and
whal’s more, Martini adds, in China these titles are much
higher esleemcd than in our country,

To these one must add many people of royal blood who

enjoy considcrable prestige. One hundred and forty of them
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were converled by 1§36, not counting over 4§ eunuchs who
carried out ministerial functions or were heads of important
-departments in the Imperial Court, Several noble women of
the Court were also converted to Christianity: in 1640 there
‘were already about 40,

Meanwhile, continues Mavtini, the Tartar storm raged
over the Empire, the great Ming dynasty was overthrown,
the capital was taken and the Imperial Palace dilapidated.
The sovereign (Chongzhen, 1628-—1644) hung himself (on 25
April 1844), his concubines dispersed, and all hope for
‘Christianity seemed to have vanishedd®, “Belore the customs
and ingeniousness of the Tartars were known” Martini remarks,
with reference to the particular favour that the missionaries
had met in the Ming Court “it could be feared that the
-Chinese Church would come to an end”, But, by the grace
ef God, “the same Tartars not only began to help us and to
build some churches, hut several of them asked to be taught
about our dectrine”,

Drawing, doubtlessly, from his own personal experience,
Father Martini siresses the extraordinary fact that in those
years, when the new Manchu rulers were slowly consoliduting
their power and when in various provinces there were siill
Ming princes trying to keep alive the old dynasty, the
missionaries were respected by both of the belligerent powers,
“Neo Tartar ever resented the faect that we were present in

the various provinces under kings (pretenders to the throned
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cizosen by the Chinese; nor did these elzscled kings consider
it offensive that we also stayed under Tartars”, Under the:
rule of the Ming pretender Yongli in particular (in the
southern provinces) they met with such favour that they were
allowed to baptize his wife, the queen, his son and heir, and
even the queen mother, This is a rather miracolous fact,
Martini remarks, if one considers the inbhorn pride of these
people,

In the following shott chapter, the fourth, Martini des—
cribes the piety of the Chinese neophytes, If one takes inte
account certain typiecal expressions of the century in which
he was writing, one can say he gives a convineing picture,

He defends above all the freedom of the conversions
which had taken place, recalling among other things how
nobody was bapiized without first undertaking a Iong pevied
of study of the Christian doctrine, Many neophytes had to
pass hard personal trials, as they often met with strong
oppesition from relatives and friends, Un the other hand,
Martini remarks, particularly in those early days they could
not have been attracted by motives of self-inierest nor by
the hope of personal profit, In the years 1616—1617 there
was a period of persecution in Nanking “which extended to
most of China”id; a sccond moment of repression took place
in 1637—1638 in the Fujian@®. This crisis implicated Father
Aleni as well as some Dominican and Francisean who had

probakly provoked it with their intemperance, However Martini
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does not go inlo these details which lie outside the tlopic he
is dealing with,

He recalls with admiration the generosity shown both by
ordinary believers and by prominent men, such as the doctors
Paul, Leo and Michel, and by other Mandarins who defended
the Fathers and the Christian faith, disproving some acecus-—
ations spread among the populare or hiding them in their
own homes during times of turmoil, and he concludes that
“all this derives from a faith which is by no means weak,
doubitful or inconstant”,

Also exiraordinary is the neophyte’s generosity in mee—
ting the needs of the Fathers and the mission, even though
according to Martini the Fathers “preferred to suffer extreme
poverty rather than give the Pagans the chance to judge the
preaching of the Guspel as a sales’ enterprise”, Associations
were also formed in the various communities to assist those
believers in need of help, just like in the primitive Christian
community, They also showed deecp commitment in the propa-
gation of the Christian faith: “As soon as they discover the
light of the Gospel they communicate it with fervour to others,
80 that each one of them bhecomes a fruitful seed which
continues to propagate among relatives acquaintances, sud
fricnds,

They also show great devotion and reverence in reco-
iving the Holy Sacraments, Quoting, at the end of this topic,

the favourable teslimony of a Dominican Father, former
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provincial at Manilad®, Martini sternly adds: “There 1s no
reason for others to try and siain this glory” about the

value of Christian converts in China,

1V. Ckristians at Court

Qur Author devotes the next two shozt chapters to des—
cribing how the Christian faith penetrated into the Ming
Imperial Palace in its late perind,

For this part of the report Father Martini states hcis
using an almost literal version of an account writien by
Father Giovanni Adamo Schall von Bell, a Gevman missionary
who, for his scientific knowledge, had acquired great fame
in Peking, These facts refer to the decade ol 1630-—40, in
other words before Martini’s arrival in China. Falther Adamo
Schall, who had heen the divect protagonist of this extraor—
dinary event, describes it with interesting detaild,

Explaining the complete isolation in which the Emperor
lived within the third row of walls of the “forbidden” city,
the account points cut the great power of the cunuchs, who
conlended amongst themsclves the highest positions at Court,
As well as the Empress and a certain nomber of concubines,
there lived in the inner part of Lthe Royal Palace many ladies
assigned to the ministeries and services with varying degrees
of dignity: but once they have entered, these ladies “can no

longer leave their splendid and ornate prison which is the
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Palace®,

It was in 1637 that a eunuch of the Court named Wang,
a mild and henest man (*wich isa very rare among this
itype of people” comments the Autbor) heard about the
Gospel from a Christian named Luke—a painter wheo, with
hiz art, tried to promote the Christian cause, Wang bhecame
interested, asked 1o meet the Fathers, learat about the
religion and was haptized-with the name John, His example
and his words@® communicated his faith to a lady of high
rank; Wang gave her a catechism printed by the Fathers and
some time later baptized her with the name Catherine, It did
not take long before there were 18 Christian ladies at Court,
none of which had been able to meet the Fathers, They deco-
rated a chapel within the Palace and formed a remarkabhle
community which the Fathers directed with letters and ins-
tructions carvied to and fro by the eunuchs,

By 1639 there were 38 converted noble ladies; even the
widow of the previcus Emperor, became a convert, and joined
the group; a year later the number grew to 54, On the oce-
asion of a visit to Peking by the Jesuit vice-provincial
(Father Furlado), in 1640, one of the ladies was mnamed
president of the community: she had won the admiration of
the Empress, as well as that of the Emperor himself, The
account (by Father Schall), which Martini transﬁrihes, con—
tinues: “there was very great hope that soon even the Empress

would accept the Christian religion, The Emperer himself
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d:d notl scem to he far from the Kingdom of God, As well
as deing us and cur religion various favours, he receuntly
asked us to play the clavichord which Father Matteo Ricei
had given his ancestor (Emperor Wanli, at the beginning of
the centuvry) and wanted us to explain the meaning of a
short verse irom the Book of Psalms which was engraved
on the instrumeni, Fathcer Seball had the instrument repaired
and wrote instructions on how to play it, taking the oppor-
tunity to present the Emperor with a gifl purpoesely trought
in from Furope, It was a magnificent volume with covers
of silver plates containing on 77 parchments artistic pictures
representing the life of Jesus Christ, A hrief explanation in
Chinese accompanied each picture, The sovereign, full of
admiration, took a long look at the piciures, expressing a
desirc to get to know hetler “the law of the God of the
Heavens”if, Father Schall prepared a more detailed explan-
ation for the Fmperor “But in the meantime the Tartars
were invading the Kingdom overturning everything Lhey

found, as recalled abeve: such is the will of Gody,,. 7@

V. Books in Chinese by Missicnaries

The last part of the Brewis relatio lists lhe works in
Cliinese lamguage concerning Christianity written by  the
Jezuits up uatil that time, Many books about the arts and

ceicneers arve not included as Martini planned 1o present
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them separately,

This list opens with a book written in 1581 by the
Italian Michele Ruggeri to present lo the Chinese people“the
Holy law of God”, Martini’s ecatalogue comprises 53 tilles,
32 of which have Italian authors: among the most important
arc Matteo Ricci, Giulio Aleni, Alfonso Vagnoni, Giacomo
Rho, In the catalegue appears the translation of by Martini
of a short work by Futhlier Lessius on the immortality of the
soul translated by Martini (t is listed in the catalogue as
an appendix to another translation by Adam Schall), After
his return to China in 1634, in the two brief vears that pre-
ceded his untimely death, Martini wrote other Lhree works
in Chinese; a catechetical presentation on the existence of
God, a refulalion of the theories of the Buddist bonzes on
metempsychosis, and an extract of “De amicitia™ by Cicerofd,

Concluding his “compendinm” Martini reconlirms the
vastness of the evangelization work carried ou! by his fellow
Jesuits, who tried to hide nothing from the Chinese about
the incarnation, passion and dealh of Christ, The deep kno-
wledge they have shown about the customs, doctrines aand
rules in China proves that they could easily discern “what
was of a purely political vature fvom what was superstitious”,

One could hope that even the more extensive writings
of Martine Mavlini’s on the Chrizlian mission in China,
which are as ye! unexplored in the Roman archives, will be

studied further, We would puin o decper knowledge of the
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extraordinary Chinese world in which this Italian (*Tride—
alino” in his signature) friend of China carried out his

scientific and religious mission,
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The [ull title is: Brevis relutic de numero et quelitate Ch-
risttanorum gpud Sinas, awctore P, Martino Martinio Trid-
enimo Viceprovinciae Sinensis Procuoratore e Societale Jesu,
Romae, ex Officina Jgnalii de Yazzeris, M., DC, [IV. The
preface was signed by Martini in December 1654,

The history of the beginning of the Mizsion in China was
writlen Ly the same Father Matteo Rirci; the eritical edition
was ediled by Father Pasquale D'Elia under the patrounage of
the “Accademia d'Ttalia”: RICCI, M., Fonti Ricciane., Storia
dell’ Introduzione del Crisiienesime in Cirg edited by P, M,
D' Elia, 3 v., RBome 1942--1949, In Martinis’ times, this work
by Ricei was available in a Latin version edited by Father
P, N, Trigault, who also added the description of the last
events in Father Ricei’s life, his death and burial; for 1his
reazon Father Martini, like many of his econtemporaries,
attributes the whole book to Father Trigauwlt: cf, Brevis rel,,
eit,, Dtedication and Tniroduction,

The S, €, ¥de Propaganda Fide” made svre frowm the start
that the missionaries it sent were not conditioned by Lhe
privileges granted to the kings of Spain and Portugal, For
thiz reason it iried, for the most part, to scud seeular prie
ste, who were granted speecial powers, In 1848 the Tesuits
were added to the list of “Propaganda Missionaries™, althaugh
their superior still held special jurisdiction ever them, In
1652 this provision was also applied to the Jesuits in China;

this explains why this publication is dedicaled to the Cardinal
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Prefect of “Propaganda Fide”, under whose gutdance, Martini
remarks, arg the “nova germina fidei propagalae apud Sinas”
(Brevis rel., cit,, Dedication). Cf, MARGIOTTY, I*,, iu: Sac-
rae Congregationis de Propeganda Fide memoria rerum- 350
Anni al Servizie delle Missioni 1§22—1972, v. 1, Freiburg:
Herder 1971/2, p. 589 {I,

Father Martini recalls that already in 1565 the Portuguese
Father Melchior Nuiies had gone for a short time to Canton,
lhe capital of Guangdong Province, which he calls “srbem
nobilissimam™ (Brewvis rel, cit, p. 2.

DUNNE, . H,, Generation of giants: the story of the lesuits
in China in the last decades of the Ming dynasty, Notre
Dame, 1962,

To theseMartiai remarks, a few hundrcd thousand believers
converted in Tonking should be added, *quod Regnum etiam
Sinici Imperh pars censetur™ (Breviz rel,, cit,, p. 6),

A¢ we can gzee, Father Martini did by no means censider
the presence of the rcolonizer and Enropean merchants nseful
le the mission, although it depended on them for its travels
and maritime transports,

Ur. Paul Xu Cuangqi (1562—1633) is still famous teday as
a great scholar and ecientist, His native city, Shanghai, has
recently decided to restore his grave, destroyed during the
“cultural revolution™ by the so-called “red guacds™.

Breris rel., tit,, p. 1. Cf, DUNNE, Generation, cit,, p. 157.
DUNNE. Generation, cit,, pp. 316 If,

DUNNE, Generation, cit,, p. 129 ss5. Failier Martini exalts the
lovally of some of Lthe Chinese Christians arrested with the
Fathers, who bravely faced death for _their {Taith (Brevis rel.,

crb. po 13k
Father Martini recalls that twe Ckristians dieg¢ there, while

“plurimi ex ipsis ingentes calamitates passi sunl, ec qued
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esscat Christiani, dome, facultatibus, gradibus, libertateque
ob Christum spoliati” (Brevis rel, cit, p. 162, ef, DUNNE,
Generation, cit,, pp.256 fi,

Fathers Bartolomeo Martinez, O.P,, ®vir vere apostolicus” who
used Lo repeat the phrase: “Tametsi aliud non egissent Patres
Societatis apud Sinas, quam hunc solum convertere (a2 young
Chinese who lived im Manila: translator’ s note), abunde
ubique beneque impensos posse putare suos labore:” (Brevis
rel., vit, p. 19

About this report, ef, BERNARD,H,, Lettres et memoires d°
Adam Schall, Tientsin, 1942, pp. 46—62.

Father Martini gives various examples of the exceptional
virtue of Lhis unusual court perzonage: Brewvis, rel, cit,, pp,
21 11,

Cf, DUNNE, Generation, cit,, p, 311 ff.-Father Martini notes
the enthusiasm of the Vice-Provincial and of Father Schall,
“qui quazm mox ampliorem elaborare coepit explicalionem,
idque per modum catechismi,..” (Brevis, rel,, eit,, p.27).
When Martini published his Report (1654), the “diplomatic®
mizsion of Father Boym in flavour of the surviving Ming
princes (some of whoem were converts) proved useloss, as vell,
Faiher Muartini does not mention id,

SOMMERVOGEL, C,, Biblicthéque de le Compagnie de Jesus,
Paris, 1§94, Bibliography v, 5, pp. 646—50.
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MY 2 & X

Martino Martini and Hangzhou
Catholic Church

Historically, the recorded date of first Catholic activity
was in May 8th,1611(solar calendar), At this day,the [talian
Fr, Lazarus Cattaneo (Chinese name Guo Jujing $Liui¥,
1560-—1840>and Fr, Nicolas Trigault(Chinese name Jin Niguo
£ RR1E, 1577—16287 had done their first Mass in the house
of Chinese scholar Mr., Leo Li Zhizao (ZEZ B 1565—1630).
In June of ihis year, Hangzhou scholar Mr, Yang Tingjun
(L4 1557-—1627) had been baptized and with a Christian
name Michae!, Fr. Trigault had lived in Mr. Yang’s home
since June of 1611. At this year Fr, Trigault had built a
church, perhaps, in Yang’ s house, In the WHO 5 WHO OF
CHINESE CATHOLICS (by Fr,Fang Hao Ji&, 1810—1980),
p.132 of V.1, said; #1917, i.e. 43th year of Wanli (JFH)
Reign, Mr, Yang's age was 61, he contributed his house and
converted it inte a church, Some sentences of the book
SUPERBATIONAL AFFAIRS said, ‘He (Yang) built a charch
beside his home for Mass, and invited West priests lived

there,often discussing doctrine with others; Hangzhou persons
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liked to do so,’”

1627, i.e, 7th year of Tiangi (B Reign, Mr. Yang
wished with Ttalian Fr. Julio Aleni (Chinese name Ai Rulue
LBk .1582—1645)t0 build one church,one priests residence
and one monastery in the Guanqiao (W) of Wulin Gate
CEHIT). When the church was accomplished his sick was in
dangerous condition, so he said, “My wish to build a church
now is fulfilled, the time of my death is nearly!” By a
textuv! criticism, the above said place is present church site,
see the attached map{(early of 20th century)with special red
martk.

Mcrecver,Fr, Emmanuel Diaz Junior{Chinese name Yang
Manvoe BB, 1574—1659) also had built a church at the
Inner of Qiantang Gate(ZR#E[1>in 1628,

So that,after 1628,there were two churches in Hangzhou,
the Wulin Gate one was built by Mr, Yang Fr. Julio Alen:
and the Qiantang Gate one was by Fr., Emmanuel Diaz Junior.
The former was small and the latter was larger.

ltalian Fr_Martinus Martini(Chinese name Wei Kuangguo
EEM, 1614—1661)arrived China in 1643, i.e.the 16th year
of Chongzhen(#i) Reign of Ming(Hj) Dynasty, He had done
the missionary work in Zhe¢jiang in the beginning. Due to the
war between the armies of Ming (8) Dynasty and Qing (3>
Dynasty in Zhejiang province, thus made Fr, Martini had
drifted from place to place and led a vagrant lifer Under

such difficult condition, Fr. Martini had used his Knowledge
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of mathematics and cartology in geodetic surveying and
mapping far to Peking (now Beijing) and Great-wall, and
obtained the latitude-longitude degree of many cities

1650, i.e. the 7th year of Shunzhi(JiiG)Reign of Qing
{§%) Dynasty, the Chinese Catholic Mission assigned Fr,
Martini returned to Rome and arrived there at 1654. Through
S5—month discussing and researching,he obtained the approvals
‘which was advantagecus to the problem of “Chinese Rites”
from pope Alexander VI and the Sacred College of Cardinals
as permitted in the litterae encyclicae entitled*Juxta Exposita®,
1657, Fr.Martini returned to China by ship from Lisben,on
the sea his ship met pirates and hurricane, 12 of the acco-
mpanied 17 priests were died in the way,

1658, Fr. Martini came 1o Hangzhou when Fr. Emmanuel
Diaz Junior was died,so he had taken over the job of Hangzhou
missionary affairs, At that time the rew arranged army camp
was very near the Qiantang Gate church thus made unconveni-
ence to all Catholics for Mass and entering the church,
therefore, this church should be moved out of the camp area.
Fr,Martini had great support from the Governor of Zhejiang
Province {whose name Dong Guoqi X [HE %), then (1659) he
bought ground io build a new and brilliant church in the
Inner of Wulin Gate to instead the small old one, perhaps,
this new church was a most beautiful one in whole China at
that time, Fr, Martini also had great grants from Governor

Dong’s wife and another lady (both were Catholies). This
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church was accemplished in 1661, It was a most tegret to
Chinese especially to Zhejiang Catholies that Fr, Martini died
in June 6th, 1661 and buried in the Dafangjing (X J7if>
Catholie graveyard,

According te Sinologist Fr. Charies Le Gobien (1653-1708)
whose book CHINESE TOPOLOGY described detailly abour
the structure of church building, the bright colored paintings,
the fire engravings and statues,as well as the three dignified
and brilliant altars, The frescos of Jesus's stery with poetie
Chinesc instruetion attracted many vizitors with respects and
appreciatien, The church was maintained in very good cond-
ition,

Fr. Augeri (Chinese name Hong Duzhen, HLfEyi) had
taken over the missionary job after the late Fr. Martini,

Fr, Augeri died in May 25th, 1673 and I[talian Frv, P,
Intorcetta (Chinese name Yin Duoze BI$EIR,1625—1696) held
the church duty at 1674,

1675, threelocal powerful rich family brothers possessed
strong indignantly resent to the new lofty brilliant church
and Catholics, They often said if any cre passes in and out
the e¢hurch will be heatened up to injuring and to dying.
They had done so actually., All Cathelies would duly against
them, but Ir. Intorectia advized all Catholies keeping ealm
and in the meanwhile asking protection from the local gove-
rument, Finally, these three persons had been punished with

e severe penalty and asked excuse from Fr. Intorcctia. After
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thiz affair,due to the kindness and grace of church, the numkb--
er of new Catholic increased,

1691, an other persecution was occurred in Hangzhou due to
the calendar calculation controversy between Qing Dynasiy’s
astro—officers Yang Guangxian and Fr, Joannes Adam Schall
von Bell (Chinese name Tang Ruowangif3 ¥, 1591—1668).
The former due to his false calculation to framing up the
right worked latter. This state persecution to Catholic was
supported by the Regent of that time and also waved to
Zhejiang provinece, because 1he provincial Governor Chang
Penghe (FER8A%) was Yang’s friend, so that Fr, Intorcetia
had been prosecuted by the Governor, When the former was
sickening, The Governor had a theught to demolish the church
bui his staffs disagreed his plan because the church building
waa a nicest one in whole China, finally it was converted
into a temple and burnt 2ll of the church books and printing
plates., In the meanwhile,Fr, Intorcetta asked help from the
missionary colleagues in Peking(now Beijing),after Iong time
affort, the Emperor offered order (March 19th, 16952, 1i.e,
31st year of Kangxi BHiFE Reign) to the Governor to prote-
cting the church with favourable sentences to Catholic, The
Emperor’s order arrived Zhejiang at March 22nd, from this
day the persecution was ended,

Fr, Intorcetta had gone to Peking 1o pilgrimsage the Em-
peror to thank his kindness and prace, After Emperor pilgri-

mage, Fr, Intorcetta was accompanied by Emperor’s scisxiist
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Fr. Anlonius Thomas backed Hangzhou. they were welcomed
by massive Cathelic heartily, Fr, Thomas asked the Governor
to rebuild the church, the latter agreed to do so Unfortunately,
the new rebuilt church was burned at August 2ud, 1692, By
this accident, Fr. Intorcella was sickening. Until October 3rd,
1696 he died in Hangzhou.

Until 1699, the burned church had not repaired inte original
form, This year the Emperor Kangxi stayed in Hangzhou
during his south inspection tour, he granted 200 ounces of
silver to repair the burnt church, and the repair work was
accomplished by Fr. E. Laurifice(Chinese Name Pan Guoliang
#WE ) who held the Hangzhou missienary duty at that
Lime,

In the early of A.D. 18th century, due to the “Chinese
Rites Controversy” problem, the persecution to Catholic was
oecurred again because the relatiion between (Qing Dynasty
and Curia Romana was broken, the first local persecution to
Catholic was occurred at Zhejiang province begun in 1730,
i.e. 8th year of Yongzheng (3 1F)Reign, this year, the pro—
vincial Governor Li Wei(ZE 1) Converted the IHangzhou chu-—
reh into s ftemple named Tianhougong (FJ5 % =palace of
Heaven Queen) and he wrote a paper to record this affair
on a stone board which was inserted in the present church °
wall since his time until 1966 then full damaged by red
guards, the photo-duplicate 1 is its omly original faesimile

now stored in Zhejiang Provinciel Library,
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More than hundred years after the above affair, the
Hangzhor missionaty work was under dropping condition,the
reasons were, 1, The influence of Chinese Rites Controversy
problem; 2, The disbanding of the Jesuiis;and 3, The f{orce
of religious persecution during several Reigns.

After Opium War, 1840—1842, according to the relative
treaties, 1846 the (ing Dynasty offered orders to cancel the
prohibition of Catholic, to return the confiscated churches,to
permit to buoild church freely, and to p-rutec't the chucches,

July 1861 Zhejiang Bishop Louis Gabriel Delaplace(Ch-
inese name Tian Jiabl H¥EE¥, 1820—1884)had received the
formal document ahout returning the Hangzhou church, so he
(and few colleagues) departed Dinghai Island entered Hang-
zhou, He met the provincial Governor to negotiate the church-
return problem, the results satisfied bi—sides’ demands. Few
days late, Catholic missionaries entered and lived in the
church and gradually managing it, By God blessing, the
¢church returned to Catholic again)

From 1862 10 1864, the church was occupied by the army
of Taiping Heavenly Kingdom (K3ERE) because they had
occupied east part of China, The Taiping army seceded
Hangzhou at March of 1864, since then Fr., Protais Montag-
neux (Chinese name Feng Bode B {Q#i)returned to the church
and carried the repair work, 1876, the church had built two
pew altar rooms,

May 1910, The Zhejiang Provinecial Vicariatus Apostolicus
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was divided into West Zhejiang—and East Zhejiang-Vicariaius
Apostolicus, The bishop of West Zhejiang was Fr, Paul Al-
bert Faveau, 1859—1949(Lhinese name was Tian Fafu HEI;‘_’:EHE’{),
Hangzhou church was his eathedral and led § prefectures’ re.
ligious work, ~Jinhua £, Quzhou &4, Hangzhou HiH,
Jiaxing 322, Huzhoui4§ and Yanzhou j=if,

1912, the first section of church was burnt, 1913, the
Junior Monastery of immaculate Consumption of Mary esta-
blished, 1914, the Convent of Immaculate Heart of Jesus
estallished, 1916, new built 3 sections at the front of echurch,
thercfore 1t was extended into 11 sections and 1 changeroom
at rear side, two photo-duplicates of church gate and inside
views taken in 1930 are attached, 1928, the Hangzhou Charity
Hoespital established. 1935, Qiyuan (@tjED Boy-Girl Primary
Schoot established. May 1437 Bishop Faveau retired and Fr,
Joannes Deymier (Chinese name Mei Zhankui ¥ 5§, 1386—
1956) was elected to be Hangzhou Bishop. Summer of 1937,
the memorial 25th apniversary of the founding of Junior
Morastery congratulated,

July 7th 16387, the Anti-Japanese War was occurred in
whole China and Japanese army landing seaside of Shanghai
in October, In such emergency, the Hangzhou Junior Monastery
was disbanded, December 25th, 1937, Japanese army occupied
Hangzhou,thus the Hangzhou was divided into two parts by
such special condition, ~ occupied area (Hangjiang, Jiaxing

and Huzhou 3 cities) and freedom area(Jinhua, Quzhou and
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Yanzhou 3 cities), A father was assigned as vice-bishop lived
it Jinhua andjor Quzhou to manage the church affairs in
freedom area,

May 1038, refounded ihe Hangzhou Junior Monastery in
a church of Longyou (Jg##) which nears Quzhou, collected
about 30 students, Due to the problem of military service, 4
of them had been sent into Ningpe (T ) Scnier Monastery,
others had been shifted to study in a middle school {which was
in—-charged by Catholic Mr, Xu Jingxian £33 %) in Yanshan
(EE ) of Jiangxi (JIT.7§) Province, Soon late, the monastery
had to be disbanded again because Yanshan was oeccupied by
Japanese army, All sisters had to spread to some safe-place
churches,

1950, due to the municipal construction neecessity, the
ancient dignified and engraved church gate and wall had to
he dismounted and insteaded by a common one, Its historical
meaning was lost, though Hangzhou church was assigned as
a City Preservation Unit of Cultural Relies by the Hangzhou
Peoaple's Government,

1951, due to the varied system of government, ithe hosp-
itals, foundling hospitals, clinics and all schools those belon-
ged to the Hangzhou church (or diocese) were taken over
by governmental organizations, All foreign priests left Ch-
ina,

Mid—1086, the“Great Cultural Revolution” was oceurred,

all organizations and related persons of whole China were
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attacked Dy the Red-Guards, of course, religion was the
first subjeet to be attacked, For exsample, all of the
missionary (inecluded bishop,priests,nuns and service persons)
of Hengzhou Church alter a severe “eriticize and denounce”
by the Bed-Guards, they were drived out from the church
and sent back t¢ one’s native city,some of them had been lo-
oked-up because they were against the attack, All of the church
buildings were occupied by the Red-Guards and moved in 28
civie familics lived 1n the bishop heuse, all of the church
beoks, Ivterature,and religious warve were damaged or burni,

The sbheve abnormal coudition continued to the end of
1976" and ‘or the early of 1980's,

October 1276, the Four-Guy was pul in prison by the
new central leadership of CP of China,they put right policy
in every fieid gradually, they also restated the policy about
religion bhelief freedom and supported and promoted the
normal misslonary activity,

May 1982, the Governmenl approved to retorn the
{Catholie church to mission and eifered 50,000 Yuan to rep-
air the Hangzhoo church.

December 8th,1982,the Day of Immaculate Consumption
of Mary,the church had deoie the Grand Mass to eongratul-
ating the church re-open,

Before 1the end of 1088, ithe 25 eivie families lived in
the hishop house since 20 vears ago were moved out by the

helps of Hangzhou People’s Government. Now, the church area

109



is re—appearing its holy and silent condition) During the 11
years church re—open, we have an important development,
i, e, established a joint monastery by the churches of
—province and ]-municipality, Now we have 6 new fathers,
4 young sisters,14 brothers and 11 pre—sisters, The churches
of diocese still solving the remain problems,

Hangzhou church was formally estabiished by Fr, Marti-
nirs Martini since 333 years ago,i,e. A. D, 1661. All of Zheji-
and Hangzhou Catholics are minding his earnest ieachings
foreverly because he is still “living” in Hangzhou with us
in pass,present and future,

In the more than 3 centuries time elasping, Hangzhou

churech was passing a very difficult, dangerous aund hard

course to be converted into temple twice, to he applied
for other usage twice, and to be burned twicer

Materialistically, “church” is a materialized building, it
would meet different occassions in the Ffuture time long
Iiver)

But “church” is a mission, especially Hangzhou church
was built by Fr, M Martini, of course,it will be kept in good
conditton by both of our material and spirit,

Fr. Martini left his motherland and home to China, his
aim was not for name and profit but for propagating ihe
Gospel, Bible and Cathelic doctrine only,ne cthert

In the 16—17th century, the West missionaries entered

China with different way,and then contacted civilian, schol—

116G



ars, various officers and governors,even the Emperor himself
with their moral integrity and knowledge, their wish was to
build a place—church for staying and doing missierary work
frecly, |

Upon cliurch history, when the missionary work was
inhibited by different reasons,all persons were having a sad,
worried and indignant atmosphere, when the inhibitien was
removed,all were so happy and revelryt

The existence of church just like a thermometer which
records the track of cra, the ups and downs of mission and
also offers encouragement to the religious persons,especially
10 the priests Ly the mission pinions’ paragons,

APPENDIX, The Present Situation of Hangzhou Catholic
Ancient Gruveyvard, Dafangjing (FHH.

In the mid—-1930's,the late Fr, Fang Hao ( F5£,1510—1980>
had written a paper detailly described and researched the
history of Hangzbou Catholic Ancient Graveyard(sited at the
countryside of Hangzhou)from its founded era to mid-1930.
Since then, there were many social affairs and variations to
influence its existencc, such as hy; the Anti-Japancse War,
the War of Liberty, especially the so called “Great Cultural
Revolution”made this ancient graveyrad nearly full damaged,

The years before and aftev liberty, missionarics and Cu~
thelics often visited this graveyard and praying for the bu-
riers at the Day in Memory of Death,

Until August 1966, the so called Red-Guards damaged
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every thing of this graveyard, the aceumulated barns during
past 300 years all were spread on the wilderness, of course,
Fr. Martini' 5 borns were among there, Hangzhou church had
not any method to pretect it,because at that time the church
was an empty and righiless one, After few months, some
farmers cleared the ground and planted vegetablels, A hist-
orically ancient graveyard was eliminated since that time,
In the early of 1980, Italian President had visited Ha-
ngzhou, he proposed to visit and ponder this ancient gravey—
ard, but no one can telling where it is, beecause the church
was inhibited and empticd at that time. At 1983, Prof, France
Demarchi of Torino University,Italy, had organizing a conf-
erence ahout Sino-Italian cultural curremting in memory of
Fr. M., Martinl in Torine., From this oecasion, the relative
organization of Hangzhou had to attended this ancient gra-—
veyard problem, Prof, Xu Mingdz (i) of the Dept, of
History of Hangzhou University was researching the story of
Fr. Martini and this graveyard, After he had visited the
damaged yard he sent a report to the relative organization
and proposed; t.stoping a brewery’s walling work to the yard
immediately and 2. rebuilding this graveyard into original
form, The Zhejiang Provincial Government accepted his idea
and according to relative material rebuilt this graveyard
into present mode as the two attached color photos showing,
It was accomplished in 1985, and assigned it is a City Pre-

vservation Unit of Cultural Relics by the Hangzhou People’s

- 112



Government with a cemenied board.

Fortunantely, all 013 tree are still greening, the remained
arca about 1600 square metres, gate in east, grave housing
in west, from pgate to housing is a cement grave way, West
and north sides are green painted iron rails their height are
mere than 2 metres, East and south sides are the stoue walls
of a brewerv, At the middle of graveway is a stone frame
with engraved Chinese “Catholic graveyard” (X FZFH 4 ED.
The original grave housing had three rooms, now it is one
only, Along the three sides of wall are cemented stage,
stapding 10 born-jars to storing all of the collected spread-
korns from wilderness in the damaging period,

For no an organization to administrating this renewed
graveyard, so that Hangzhou church sent an application to
the City Government asked returning the graveyard to
church, 1839.Socon late, they approved this application, but
till July 1993 we oltained the certificate of self-administr—

ation and using,

(A% B
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Trying to Assess Aleni’ s Mission

Having examined the history of four mission orders from
Portugal, Spain, and Italy since early 16th century, H, Berna-d
remarked: “the glory of missions goes not to Spain or Portu-
gal or other countries, but to Italy alone,” ) Thisis a very
fair conclusien., During 1514-1588, Augustinians, Dominicans
and Franciscans from Portugal and Spain all failed to open
China’s door, @ Alexandre Valignani (1538-1606) of Chie:i,
Naples, decided to adopt a new strategy. Michel Ruggieni
(1543-1607) of Venosa, Naples, served as a pioneer of this
policy by visiting Guangzhou four times and Zhaoqing three
times, going to Nanchang and Shaoxin, 3 M, Ricei (1552-
1610) of Maceraea opened the door to the Forbbiden City
of Beijing and laid a zelid foundation for the Jesuits’ mission,
Two other Italians also have played important roles in the
further development, Aleni (1582-1649) developed Rieci's
line and created a new situation, while M, Martinil defended
the mission line of Ricci and Aleni in the Ritul Controversy,

Of course there were still other important missienaries in
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Late Ming Dynasty such as F, Pasio, F, De Peiris, 5, de
Ursis* L., Cattaneo, A, Vagnoni, and N, Longobardi, But the
three most prominent ltalian missionarics are definitely Ricei,
Martini, and Aleni, The main thesis of this paper is: Aleni
did achieve greatly in his mission, However, his success rest
on a particular historical settings which is not stable, and
because the factorsleading to Alenis’ success lacked =ol d

foundation, he eventually faced grave setbacks,

The achievements of Aleni can be sorted into two kinds:
one is his introduction of Weslern science into China, and
the second is his mission and theological works, It is the
latter that concerns us here, In this respect, the most conspi-
cuous achievement lied in his external activities, J, Shiao
said: “Father Aleni spent 23 years in mission in Fujian and
has built 22 churches and numerous chaples, baptizing 10000
people. He worked hard and achieved so much that he dese-
rved to be called the aposile of Fujian” @ Aleys Pfister
refered him as “the first one who started the Fujian miss-
ion,” @& Fanghao said that Aleni has covered all parts of
Fujian, “baptizing 800-900 people each year” @& It is not
necessary for me to add more on this list of compliments,
Rather, I shall focus on his particular contribution which has

won him a special prominence among both his friends who
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called him “Confucius from the West”™ and his crities whe
vanked him as important as Ricci.(

The times Aleni worked in China was different from
Ricei’s, When Ricci came to China, he met a Ming dynasty
which, though latemt with crisis, appeared o be a stable,
strong and centralized Empire, @ Thus Ricci decided 10 visit
Beijing and to find support from the emperor and high offi-
<ials, doing his mission in a up-down fashion, Aleni arri-
ved China three years after Ricei's death and his 85 years’
Jife in Chira (1613-1649) witnessed the declining and final
collapse of Ming dynasty in 1644, Seeing the reality, Aleni
changed his focus from the cent.ral government 1o the local
powers and the masses, basing his mission on Fujian province,
It 55 very wise for him to choose Fujian, He has visited
Shanxi, Sanxi and Henan where the peasants’ upheavals pre-
vailed, The history of missions' has shown that the mission
develops slowly in areas of revolution, turmoil and uprising,
as in the Mid-East, Roma and Modern English-Freach revo-
lutions, Besides, These inland provinces are backward and
conservative, being suspicious 1o the foreign culture, Jean
Adam Schall von Bell was in charge of church affairs of
Shanxi and stayed in Xian several years, His experience 1s
that “the prision in Nanjin 1s better than the freedom in
Xian,” @ Naonjin is the place where the Shenque Church-atiack
happened, yet Adam Schall thought this way, This is because

in Xian he *“was blamed by many and was brought suit
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against in court, insulted by piebeians and looked down
upon by intellectuals,” ¢ By contrast, Fupan is not only
stable but also guite open to the foreign culture, A, Pfister
said: “Aleni has the aspiration to cavry out his mission in
Fujian for years, only blocked by the lax custom and hilly
roads and difficult dialectics there,” @ This is a correct
observation, In 1625 Aleni came to Fujian and found that
there were some literati and officialdom who were well-
educated, open-minded, and dissatisfied with both the politics
and doeminant Neo-Confueian ideology, Since they were sea-
rching for the new direction, they were the most proper
object to do the mission on, How could Aleni attract them
1o follow the Lord? Unlike Ricei, Aleni had neither much gifts
nor the chance to introduce Western science, for Ricei has
done the work of introducing modern western Astronomy,
calendar and mathematics, He finally decided to rely om
“making friends with literatures”, With his profound kno-
wledge of both Chinese and Western classics, he lived with
these people and discussed important issues which they were
interested in, and eventually woan their respect, Fanghao
remarked that “Among the Cathelic missionaries from the

West, no one was so welcomed as Aleni, Shenjiaoxinzhen said
he was regarded as “Confucius from the West” and this is
“an honor even Ricei never won,” @ Adam Schall enly got

some poems, but Aleni got poems from 71 people, most of

whom are Fujian natives, @ This indicates that Aleni was
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vory popular in Fujian,

The importance of Aleni also lies in his comprehbensive
Preaching of Catholicism to different people after his study
-of the problems of combinning Christianity and Chinese
‘Culture. Before A, Valignani, the Oriental mission had been
-discrete and planless, Because Portugal had the right of
protecting the churches, it adoped a wrong mission strategy,
demanding new believers 1o change their natienality, costum,
life habit and to accept the life siyle of Portugal’s, The
Spanish Augustinians who based on Manila, Philippines, went
to the absurd extreme that they even planed to open China’s
door by violeni force, A, Valignanit rejected these absurdities,
M. Ruggieni “bas put one foot in China,” @ but he bad to
withdraw his other faot, for “all officilas could expell them,
while no official supported them”@® It was a sad fact,but it
indicated the importance of finding the point to combire the
West and the East and to promote the mutual understanding,
To bribe officials by rich gifts such as telescope and fancy
clocks has been tried by M. Ruggieni in Guangzhou and Zha-
oqin, yet it did not work for long, Ricci embodied mission
in his introduction of modern science, However, the contra-
diction between two cultures emerged once theclogy was
involved. Ricci was quite successful in designing the policy
of “integrating and uniting Confucianism against Buddhism?”,
This policy was effective in attracting a greatnumber of high

level believers, But his concern was mainly from strategy, When
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he tried to referm the concepts of “heaven”, “heaven king”,
“kng”, and “Superior King” in Chinese elassicz with Cathalici-
sm, as H, Bernard commented, “they only want to dismiss the
bad part and keep any part that can be integrated, at the cost
of sunning counier to the European spirit.” 3 To facilitate
his mission, Ricel deliberately avoided the mentiening of
original sin, incarnation, suffering, sacraments aand so forth,
@ This led Yangguangxian to criticize Riccl as a sly man
whko concealed the fact that the rebeled Jesus was executed,
in order io mobilize the believers to rebel, @ Thus, Ricei’s
way was only an expedient measure. If he intended to prop-
agandize Catholicism, he would sooner or later face the Chi-
nese reality and the task of finding the combinning point
threugh a research of the real cultural difference between
the East and the West. Aleni had contacted different people.
in his 23 years’ mission in Fujian. From his works Sansha—.
nbunxuveli (1625) and Kouduoricao it is clear that he never-
avoided the real problems, Especially in the former work,
he has answered directly questions posed by Ye Xiangguo-
and Cao Guanca (the fellowing are quoted ir Xu Bian, part
one),

1. The radical difference between the “heaven” in Chinese.
classics and “heaven lord” in Catholicism. Buddha and
Contucism were also created by “Heaven Lord”. (43—
4437

2. “The creator transcends Li and Chi”, Li, Chi, and Taiji
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8.

10.

il.
12.

of Neo Confuecism cannot generate the things in the
world, (443—444)

Did Lord work bard in creating things? (446—448)
Since Lord is omniscient and omnipoteat and omni-
benevolent, why did he creat dirty things, pests and
poisien? (448-—452)

Since Lord is perfect goodness, where did the evil come
from9 Why were not the evil men punished?(453-—162)
Since Lord is omnipotent, why hasn’t he exterminated
the evil for man (464—465)

The difference beiween the Chinese idea of body-riind
and soul and the Western idea of soul, (468—477>

The difference between death, judgement, reward and
purishment, and the Buddhist reinearnation, (478—131)
Since Lord c¢an creat the world, why couldn’t he save
the world hut was horn as a man? (482—486)

In his borning, why wasn’t Lord born in a fashien of
descending from the heaven, but in & woman's pregna—
ncy, Won't that affect his nature? (484, 486)

Why wasn’t he born in palace but in poor familye(487)
Why hadn’t he been born inm China? “Thea you would
have not had experienced this hardship of long travel”,
(1883—181)

Aleni answered the first and the second gquestion in Wa-

nwuzhenyuan writlen two years ago, As regard to the seve-

nth question on the Western idea of “psyche”, e had a detailed

138



dizrussion in Xinxuechushu¢1§23). Kouduorichao has covered
Aleni's lectures, talkings and answers to questions during
1630—1640, This tremendously extensive book consists of
eicht volumes, 494 sections, There were 28 people who
participated the recording, proof-reading and editing work,
with Li Jioubiac in charge of all ¢ight volumes, This tells
us that Aleni had a broad and good relationship with edue-
ated Fujian people who had certain knowledge of Christia-
nitv.He is steeped in Chinese religion, morality, philosophy,
polities, custom, Buddhism, Taeism and folk religion, He
tried to express Catholicism through concepts from Chinese
religion, ethics and philosophy, to make it Chinanized and
gasy to be accepted. No wonder his erities regarded him as
impostant as Ricci, both representing Catholicism in China,
From the perspective of the history of Sino-Western exch-
ange, Aleni has touched upon various faccts of Chinese cul-
ture and tried to answer all kinds of questions abour life,
faith,and future life according to Catholicism, Thus he has
worked on the breadth and depth of the difference betwcen
East and West cultures, The first exchange and conflict of
modern Sino-West cultures was initiated by these missiona—
ries among whom Ricci and Aleni are important figures,
The one who plans to study the guestion of the conflict and
integration of Sino-Western Culture must study the works
of Ricci and Aleni, especially Aleni’s Sanshanlunxueji and

Keouduorichao, If one does not read Acts and St, Paul’s Epi-

139



stles, and if one does not try to understand Philo and the Ale-
xandria School, one will not be able to understand the his-
tory of integration of Hebrew-Greek cultures, Similarily,
if one does not know Hieci, Aleni and other misstonaries’
works, one will not be able to understand the history of

Christian-Chinese cultures, These men were the Apostles in

China_

tI

The alove characterization has shown that Aleni has
made significant achievement in his mission, On the other
hand, it is obvious that he has suffered setback,a seemingly
sudden one, In 1637, the Fujian Government issned three
announcements, @ At the same time, Huang Zhen and Xu
Dashou launched a literary attack.In the mnext year, Poxieji
was published, @ In 1647, Qing army invaded Fujian and
caught the Ming emperor. Aleni fled to Yanpin and later
died there on August 7,1649, According to J,Shao's acceunt,
“Chines;c churches has sufferved a great loss in Ming -{ing
transition turmoil”, “Among all provinees, Sichuan sulffercd
the most, and the next was Fujian.” @ Though the chure-
hes Aleni established in Fujian persisted, Jesuits lacked ihe
suecessors and was replaced gradnally by Dominicans, “Jesu-
its never came back again since then and up to today(early

20th century) Fujian was worked on by Dominicans.” @
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After Yongzhen Emperor, China forhate Christianity, and
Fujian was no exception. Thus the Ming-Qing history of
(Catkolic mission in China ended,

I shall not discuss this hroa.d national issue, bul instead
focus on the vicissitude of Aleni’s mission. Aleni has suff-
ered two setbaeks in 1637 and 1649, A. Pfister, J. Shao
and Fanghao all attributed the first one to accidental mis-
understanding. J. Shao was the most typical representative of
this view, for he said, “there was a minor event in 16367,
that is, Netherlands invaded Penghu islands, “and there were
Western missionaries from Philipine, Being ignorant of Chi-
nese custom, they dressed strange and talked strange, going
into inland China to do mission, Chinese couldn’t tell the
good from the bad, thus a wide rumor cirenlated, saying
that missionaries werc like the fercign pirates and would prove
to be 2 harm to China., Fuochou governor was suspicious of
Christian mission for a long time, so he ordered that the
foreign missionaries be expeiled from inland China, forbidding
.Chinese to believe in it.” @ A, Pfister and Fanghao only
mentioned *the sudden event” without detailed account, @
but their implieation is the same as J, Shao’s, Besides,they
all attribute the second setback ino external cause; the inv-
asion of Qing army and the capture of Hongwu Emperor has
affected ihe churches, From the three announcements ment-
joned ahove we find 1hat their account were not without

iruth, However, if we penetraie the matter further, we will
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find that things are not so simple, Why did there occur
“wide rumorsy” Why was the government “suspicious of it
for a long time9” Besides, as J, Shao said; “all churches
were confiscated hy the government and many believers were
persecuted” (ibid), These events and the three announcem-
ents chviously expressed the government's long dissatisfaction
toward the mission. Aleni’s mission in Fujian has shocked both
government and traditional Chinese culture, Government had
been waiting for the opportunity to suppress it,for it seemed
to be a threat to political stableness, whereas the Confucians
scttacked it from the fear of 1its threat to the tradition. Tt
was not an accidental coincidence for the three announcem-
ents and Poxieji appeared at the same time, Decause Adam
Sehall was favored by the central government,and Aleni hy
the ex-local governor, the official persecution held iiself
temporately, However,the literature attack never subsided.
As for the negative influence of Qing’s invasion on churches,
one reason is Aleni's close relation with Ming’s residual force,
for otherwise bhe could be like the aloof Adam Schall who
even found a place in Qing's palace, However, deeper analysis,
will show us that Aleni's setbacks were due to the impotency
of Late Chinese Feudalist system to integrate foreign culture
but stubbornly rejecting it, It also resulted from the contr-
adiction between the Catholic rcligious ethics and Confucian
secular ethics,the contradiction between the views of God of

the twocultures, and the failure of Cathelic charch to reform
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itself in time but insisting on old tradition, ] shall elucidate
these points in the following,

1. As 1 mentioned above, the reason Aleni could carry
cut his mission in Fujian is his yeliance on local force and
ihe peolicy of making [riends with litterature, Unfortunately,
bis support {from ihe intellectuals and officials were not from
ihe social system itself, Unlike the European feudalism in
the middle ages which needed Catholicism both in its form-
ation and in its consolidation, Chinese feudaliam had nothing
1o do with Catholicism, It admited the orthodoxy of Confu-
cianizsm and the existence and proper status of Buddhism and
Taoism which serve it, After the Huangjin vpheaval in the
second century which made use of Taoism, Taoism has been
suspected by the rulers, The folk religion in China bas al-
ways been in an illegal status., All dynasties took it io be
the source of rebelion and persecuted it severely,In the three
Fujian announcements of 1837, Yang Guangxian’s Budeyi, Shen
que’s memorial to the throne, and the critical articals by Huang
Zhen and Xu Dashou, Catholicism was all treated as conspi-
racy group like folk religions, & Therefore, the anti-Calhol-
icism movement resulted {rom the social system at that time,
i this system exists, the pro-Christian-force will be vulne-
rable and wiil be eventually quenched by the colossal feud-
list system, Moreover, the feudalist system which is based.
on the closed natural ecomomy was badly corrupted at the

end of Ming dynasty., The clesed door poliey started from
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mid-Ming indicates that it had lost its machenism of inte-
grating foreign culture as Tang dynasty once possessed, Even
the many open-minded intellectuals such as Xu Guangqi,
Li Zichao, Ye Xianggao and Dong Liﬁg Party people could
do nothing to this situation,what could a foreign missionary
do] To Aleni the problem is how far the Chinese governm—
ent at that time could tolerate, not how far it could supp-
ort him, Beyond the limit, the punishment follows.

2.The second reason for Aleni’s success is his insistence
and developmemt of Ricci’s pelicy of “integrating Conluei-
anism and supplementing Cenfucianism”. This was a wise
policy because Confucianism makes up the main-body of
Chinese culture and was the dominant ideology at that time,
Thus, to missionaries, integrating Confucianism would facil-
itate their mission, while to China, in a time of Confucian
crisis, Buddhism and Taoism declinning,and peolitical corrup-—
tion, the literati and officialdom who persued progress and
reform could use Christianity to rectify Confueianism, How-—
ever, to integrate Confucism and Christianity is net a easy
ioh, Two questions have to be solved first; one iz the rel-
ation between Confucian sccular ethies and Christian religi-
ous ethics, The other is the contradiction between the idez
of God in Chinese tradition and that in Christianity,

I shall discuss the former question first, All religious
ethics must contain some secular moral norms which are

universal among different nations, Thus it is not diffiecult
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to find some similarities between Christian teaching and
Confucian ethies, For instance, Ruggieni’s account of the
late seven items of decalogue (filial piety, non-stealing,
non-adultry and non-greed) is similiaxr to secular ethicsg.
The golden rule are found both in the East and the West, As
regardsDidace de Pantoja’s “(hke”, on the correction of seven
sins (pride, jealousy, miserliness, hatred, greed, lasciviousness
and lariness), 1he author of Qike in Sikuquanshutiyao rem-
arked that they “are like Confucian and Mozhi's talkings.” &
Aleni was like a Confucian when he praised Zhang Zhi's
filial piety and self—cultivation, @ However, Confucian ethies
taught by Confuctus and Menfucius is the standard secular
ethies which believes that one can be a saint if he practices
the moral principles and norms., There is no need of atone-
ment, salvation,firal judgement and ascernding into the hea-
ven, “Everyone can be the moral saints” and many kings and
moral teachers believed that they have been the perfect
example of this motto, On the other hand, as a religious
ethiecs, Christian ethies demands that all secular ethics repr-—
esent and obey religious principle, Abraham’s killing of his
son @ would be regarded by secular ethics as the most evil
crime which can not be tolerated, But from the perspective
of religious ethies, it is the greatest reverence to God and
thus the best moral heliavior. Confucian secular ethies, how—
ever, required that this religious level be removed., The

author of the abstract of Qike mentioned above said, “There
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are good reasons as regards his arguments, yet he is wrong
in his mmain thesis that all will come bhack to the respect to
Ged to obtain bappiness,” The real difference lies heve,
Aleni eould talk about “loving your neighbours™ and respe-
<ting your parenis, But when he added that the love of God
is the highest, and one should loeve God, the fatber of
humans, more than their parents and kings, he has transcended
Confuzian ethics and made it a dependenry of Christiun
religious ethies, To put the other way, Confucianism is
“transformed” or “annexed” by Christianity, No wonder the
Confucian defenders would feel angry and attacked back,
Like Ricci, Aleni could agree 1o the great personality of
Confucius, Wenwang, and Zhougong, but they have to go
to hell if measured by Christian ethics, ) The unsolvuble
coniradiction between the two eibics might be dealt with
arguments; however, the more serious problem is that from
Shenque to the writers of poxieji, to Yang Guangxian of
Qing Dynasty, Christian teachings had been always related teo
political problem and regarded as a conspiracy of “shaking
our China and destroying our moral principles”., Then there
is no room for self-defending arguments, At that time
Aleni could do nothing but evade,

3. According to the Vaticam Council 11 and the view ot
- Contemporary Catholic open-minded theologians, & whils
the foundation of theology is unchangeable, the theslogical

-theory and the experience of God are determined by diffe-
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rent historical periods and cultural backgrounds, and so are
various and changeable, The particular experience and int-
erpretation of each nation will all embody truth to certain
degree, Vatican QCouncil 11 thus gave up the principle of
Sole Truith of Catholicism and recognized that there is certain
truth in the views of God among different religions and
nations, It advocated dialogues zmong different religions
and between theism and atheism. This is the important re—
form that Catholicism has made to meet the times, It has
profound impact, We can’t expect Ricci and Aleni to do
things that only modern people can realize, but we can read
history against the hackdrope of contemporary spirit, There
is an evolution in terms of Chinese view of gods In ancient
times, China was like other nations in its prevailing nature
worship and toten worship. In Yin and Zhou time the ideas
of “heaven” and “god” occured. The relation between god and
man is mutual correspondence,instead of the creator-created
relation in Old Testament., Gods in China,unlike the Greek.
gods who do not involve in political struggle of city-states,
deeply involved in political matters. Fengshenbang was wr-
itten by late people,but it also reflects the view of gods at
Yin times. All kinds of gods, ghosts, spirits got involved
in the fight between Yin and Zhou, Besides, the idea of
“heaven” and “king” were closely related with the rule of’
kings, for only kings and emperors had the rights to worship

heaven, Confucius dose not appreciate the view of gods of
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Yin—Zhou times; “Confucius never talked about strange force
and gods,” The “heaven” Confucius talked about is not a
personalized god, but a “ged” which embodies philosophy,
polities, and ethics,leaving out religion, It is more like the
“heaven-law” in the Neo-confueianism in Song-Ming times,
There is in China no philosophers like Xenophones, Antisth—
enes, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and Plotinos who paved the
‘way for Chiristian monism, nor theologians who take god as
their subject matters, In the late Ming times, the intellec—
‘tuals who heard Aleni and Ricei’s teachings felt difficult to
‘understand the idea of “creator”. Ricci and Aleni all used
the metaphor of artisans building houses, But it was a bad
metaphor which was vulnerable to the attacks from the
rebutters, artisans build houses to let people inhabit them,
.:But for whom did the “Creator” build the worldy Artisans
‘build houses according to the blueprint of their patrons, but
"The Creator follows whose order? Furthermore, who built the
‘world before Al king who ruled in the first century? This
is a typical Chinese question, for without proper trainping
in philosopy and abstract reasoning,ihe Chinese intellectuals
just could not understand the idea of trinity, They thought
‘th1t God is identical to Jesus who was born at the time of
Ai King and thus was limited in time and space, Moreover,
the critics believed that Chinese “heaven-King” was earlier
than the Christian “Heaven Lord”., They can understand

‘“respect to heaven” and “be in awe of heaven™,for “heaven—
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king” has the will, but they can not understand the meaning
of omnipotence, amniscience and omnibenevolence, Therefore,
when West and Eust came across, they all felt the similari-
ties or even the sameness between their views of God. 3 But
exploring deeper, the internal difference emerged. Xu Guu-
ngqi and Yang Tingyun insisted on that Lord is the“heaven”
or “heaven-king” in Chinese classics. Missionaries, however,
had to distinguish them to secur the authentic Christianity,
Like Ricei, Aleni started with “integrating Confucianism Lo
fight Buddhism”, yet what he faced was the united front of
Confuecianism and Buddhism against Christiantiy, The last two
volumes of Poxieji were written by many monks. Had Aleni
given up Ricei’s policy of “integrating Confucism to fight
Buddhism” and tried to sirike s dialogue with Buddhism,
finding the coincidence between the two religions on one
hand, and got through the apparent similarity and conflict
to explore the evolution of 1he view of God in Chinese
history so as 1o contextualize Chritian theology on the other,
he would have made a breakthrough in this field,
Anthisthenes(446-—366 BC)once said, “There are many
gods according to norms but ene God according to nature.”s
Guthrie wrote. “lactantius of Chuoreh Father's time used
this view to account God and idelatry, thinking that accor-~
ding to mature there is only ome God (Lord), while all other
gods are created by various people according to their norms.” g

I think this is an insightful view born in Greek philoso-
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phy and can serve as the foundation of dialogues among
different religions and views of God, According to nature,
there is only one God whose essence accommodaies various
kinds of expereince, none of which can profess to be the
enly True one, Jehovah of Jewdaism differs from the God
in New Tastiment, Orthodoxy, Catholicism, Protestants (inclu-
ding its various denominations), and all kinds of theologies
in history, have had different view of God which were sha-
ped by history, cultures, and nationalities, However, all of
them are expereinces and knowledges of the sole God, A new
agreement may be achieved if we use this approach to treat
the conflict of views of God between Fast and West, Fang-
hao, a distinguished modern historian of Catholic Eastern
mission, has approached this issue according to the spirit of
Vatican II when he wrote prefaces for Xupian of Documents
of Catholic Eastern Mission, For instance, in the preface to
Tianxzueshuo, he wrote;, “in this book there are many atte-
mpts to interprete Catholic teachings with Yijin, regarding
Lord as Qianyuan---Holy Mother as Kun---and trinity as Zhen,
Kan, and Gen, It is a new suggestion, but it wouldn’t be
accepted by the Churches at that time, Thus the book was
printed by the author bimself and was not popular, disapp-
eared finally., During Vatican II, many people talked about
the revelation of God by referring to the classics of ancie-
nt nations, In fact, this is a mentality embodied already in

this book three hundred years zgo”@&
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4. All religions are established in certain historical
periods and cultural backgrounds, therefore their teaching,
rules, rituals and helidays are all permeated with national
charaeteristics, When they come to a different natlom with
different culture, they should keep their kernel while give
up their appearance, Otherwise, strong protest occurs,
Thus the spreading of Christianity in China is at the same
time the reform of Christianity itself, Buddhism was able
to persist in China bhecause it was Chinanized, Taat Christ-
ianity was able to sltay in Europe after sprealing from the
mid—east, was also because it has integrated Greek culiuce,
Ricei, Aleni and M, Martini lived in the Renaiszance Italy
and =0 were open-minded. The Jesuits to which they belongad
was just established in the j6th century and was full of life,
leaving the other three orders behind (H, Bernard has dis-
cussed it in the last two chapters of Chuanjiaezhi Xiapian:,
Unfortuantely, in several respects, the Jesuits failed 1o
transcend their historical limitations of Cathelic churches of
their times,

First, what they taught are out-of-dated theologies by
Augustine and Aquinas, or even by Plato and Aristoile,
When illustrating the creation, Ricei said; “For the existe-
nee of everything there must be an aclor,a form, a material
and an end.” it is clear that here he r1efered to Aristolle’s

Actor, [Merm, M:zterial and End,

“four causes” theory-

When Aleni answered Ye Xianguo’s question that Li~Qi can
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net generate things by itself,he also used Aristotle’s theory
of Form and Material. Besides, when he answered the que-
sticn of how Lord created the world, he employed a Ploti-
nos’ theory which was developed by Augustine, the God of
ONE created all things according to their form (or IDEA),
To it,though, Alen:i also contributed some Chinese concepts
such as LI-QI and “Liyifengshu”, Aleni asserted that soul
has three kinds, life-soul, perceiving-soul and spiritua!-soul,l
which can be traced to Aristotle’s theory in De Anima or
even to Pythagoras’ theory, ) On the proofs of the existe~
nce of Lord, their arguments were only Aquinas’ ontological
and teleological ones. The view that Lord is living beyond
the “nineth heaven” is an Aquina’s belief which had been
cvtmoded after Copernican theory,

Second, though it was a progress for missionaries to
bring modern science and technique to China, ene has to
notice that it is a fact that at that time Papacy has executed
Bruno and, put Galileo in trial and forbade the Copernican
theory. Catholic missionaries introduced science into China
only as the method of their mission. Perhaps it was Ricei or
other missionaries who pictured“the enlightenment and prospe-
rity?to Xu Guangqi that Catholicism had brought to Eurcpe
that led Xu Guanggi to write in Bianxiueshugao. “almost
thirty nations in the West which have believed in this reli-
gion for thousands of vears up to today, The young and

the eldler care each other, the superior and the populace
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live together peacefully, the border need no defense, the
nations belong 1o no particular {familizs, There 15 neither
liar nor theft-.-.-:all people work hard and take care not to
offend the Lord. Thercfore it is clear that this religion can
help people hecome good.” & Similar exaggerations can zlso
be found in Aleni’s Kouduorichac and Xifangdawen, It esuld
blind the illiterate Chinese at that time, but not for long,
The crucial thing is to reform itself and find a better equ-
ilibrium between faith and reason,religion and science, mat-
erial and spiritual lifvs, In his Protestant Eihics and the
Spirit of Capitalism, Max Weber used a great number of
evidnece to show that unlike the Protestant ethics, the Cat-
holicism at modern time Jacked this kind of capitalist spirit,
In his Confucianism and Taocism, he also pointed out that
during the 15—161h century Ming dynasty, China already had
the primitive form of capitalizm; however, Confucianism and
Taoism smothered it, Now the question is, could Catholicism
which was introduced into China at that time, even with the
openminded preaching by Ricei and Aleni, help the Iate
Ming China move to capitalism? We can not find thiangs
similar to Protesiant ethics in Rieci and Aleni’s works, This
means that even Catholicism had been spread in Chins, it
would not have helped China get ocut of the darkmness, Thus
it is easy to understand that it could only bv an episode in
the long history of China. It also poses a question 1o cont-

emporary Catholic theologians, What do Catholic theologians
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want to bring to China? And what can it bring te China¢
This, I am “afraid, is the real preblem which decides the

fate of Catholicism in China,
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11

Yang Guangxian’s opposition to Adam
Schall, Christianity and Western
Science m his work Bu de yi

Eugenio Menegon

preliminary statement

The “Calendar Controversy”, which broke oui at the ()i~
ng Court in 1864-65 and went on until 1669-74, belween Adam
Schall, hls Jesuit confrares and some converts on one hand,
and Yang Guangxian and the muslim astronomers on the
other, has already been widely dealt with®_ Yang’s biography
and his genealogy back to the Song dynasty have recently
been thoronghly researched, and some works of his censide-
red lost have also been brought to light® The reasons why

Yang Guangxian chose to oppese Schall his religion and his
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scientific methods which originated from his total acceptance
of Confucian ideals, have been already stressed@, Some scho-
lars, though, have doubted, even in recent years, his ideclo-
gical purity, recognizing motivations of a more personal ki~
nd as the main cause of his atlack@, even though they did
not go into details about them, When, in 1659, Yang began
hizs attack®,he acled on two different levels;on one ievel he
opposed Christiianity as a religion, on the other he criticized
the geographical and astronomical notions introduced by the
missionaries, Both the Chinese critics and the appreciators
of the missionaries’ work considered the “Heavenly Doctrine”
(Tianxue) as a whole corpus of knowledge, Yang opposed
the missionaries because they were the bearers of a differe—
rt view of the world, and the propagators of a heterodox
religion, Yang' s goal was the missionaries’ deleat and the
banishment of all their rcligious and scientific teachings,
Since the missionarties’ freedom to travel in the pro-
vinces depended on the ability of the Jesuits in Beijing to
influence the Court and the government circles, Yang saw
Schall as the enemy to fight in order to defeat once and for
all the Christians, Paradoxically, the only ground on which
Schall could really have been threatened was astronomy. As
2 matter of fact, Schall’s superior scientific knowledge had
already allowed him to oppose the Chinese astronomers effi-
caciously and to pass unharmed through the turbulent peri-

od of the dynastic change, getting high positions and offici-
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al acknowledgement., If Yang had been able to deprive him
of the sort of “immunity” which protected him, he could ha-
ve realized his wider plan of getting rid of Westerners for
good. Yang must have known what had happened in Nanjing
in the years 1816-17,and of the unsuccessful ]}ersec;.ltiﬁn of
Shen Que(died 1¢24)®. Although he never mentions it exphi—
citly, he may also have read the Shengchao poxie ji(Collecti-
on of writings of the Sacred Dynasty fer the Couniering of
Heterodoxy, 1639)@, given the af{inity hetween Yang' s argu-
ments and those of the famous ecollection of the earliest anti-
Christian writings, Well aware that an attack only on religi-
ous grounds would not have persuaded the imperial gove-
rnment to forbid the foreign religion, Yang concentrated his
efforts on astronomy and astrolegy,

He was helped by the political climate of the Regency®,
The astronomers of the Huihuike joined him, as well as the
officials who had been turned out because of the wrong date
they hed chosen for Prince Hong’ s fumneral especially the
former President of the Ministry of Rites, Enggeder®, The-
se officials were mainly of Manchu origin, and it has been
noted how “maybe because he didn’ t have 2 good kuowledge
of the Manchu language, [Schall] was never able to enter
the Manchu political circles”@; no wonder that the Manchus
had conceived a dislike for him, also becausc of Schall’ s
closeness to the late emperor Shunzhi, considered a “sinophi-

le”,and his regalar frequenting of Chinese officialsid. Yang
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did not wish to become an official of the Astronomical Offi-
ce, in the 4th month of the 4ih yecar of Kangxi (Mag-June
1663, after the banishmeit of the Westerners and the exceution
of five converted officials, Yang was compeliled to accept the
post of Director of the Astronomical Office, but in the fo-
llowing months. between the end of May and the beginning
of October, he sent no less than five memorials asking to be
released from the office on account of his poor health and
his age (he was then §8 years old), and hecause “[hel] was
familiar only with the prineiples of the calendar (lili), hut
[he” did not have a good knowledge of its mathematical ba—
eig (lishu) Y@ The uwitimate decision of the Ministry of perso-
nnel, coming on October 22nd 1665, compelled him Lo accept
the oflicel®,

It is gbvicus that Yang considercd his duty o accuse
Schalland have him dismissed, to such a degree that he had
undervalued the consequences of his aitack:in Nathan Sivin'
s words he represented “the very model of a man caught
in a trap of his own devising”id,

In this study I will try to show that Yang's epposilions
to Christianity and to Western geography and astronomy swere
parts of thc same strategy. This can be seen in his essays
“Pi xie lun”(1659), against Christianity,and“Nie jing”{1662),
against Western science, Both represent Yang’s widest and
most complex contributions, and are therefore undounbtely valua-

ble as far as the analysis of his oppositicn to Adam Schall
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is concerned, Before giving this analysis, I will give a ge—

neral view of the contents of Bu de yi,

The collection Bu de yi (1665)

Yang’ s most famous work is the collection Bu de yi (I
have no alternatives, 1865), where the works he wrote betwe-
en 1659 and 1665 are collecied, This title comes from the
Meng:i, where Mencius himself affirms, “I, oo, wish to follow
in the footsteps of the three sages in rectifying the hearts
of men, laying heresies to rest, epposing exireme action, aud
banishing excessive views, | am mnot fond of disputation, I
have no alternative [Yu bu de yii, Whoever ean, with words,
combat Yang and Mo is a true disciple of the sages ™ @

The ecollection consists of a iotal of 22 essays, memorials
and prefaces, some of which had an important influence on
the anti-Christian movement of 19th cemtury@®, Yang’s most
influential work was undoubrely the “Pixie lun”. I will deal
with it in the following pages together with the®*Nie jing”,
after briefly reviewing some other essays, which in our opi-
nion are ameng the more imporiant,

In the “Plaint against heterodox teachings” (September
15,1664)@, Yang accused Schall of using his office at Court,
which he had cbiained thanks to the help of the“heretic”Xu
Guangqi, in order to spread his religion and build churches
in mare than thirty places, which he listed@®; he atiacked

the authors of Tienxue Chuangai (A summary of the spread
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of the Heavenly Teaching, 1664)@, giving OSchali the full
responsibility of the work, and just a role of assistance to
I.i Zubai and others; he denounced the use on the calendar
of the words “according to the new Western method” (y1
Xiyang xin {a) as am attempt to throw discredit on the
(Qing@; finally, he accused the Christians of meeting more
than fifiy times a year in order to plot the revolt., In his
“Letter to the censor Xu Zhijian” of 20th April 166420, he
reproached the censer, with an incredulous tone, for writing
the preface of the heretic book Tienxue Chuangai, whose gu-
ilty sentences he widely quoted@,

In the “Critirism to three images of the heterodex religi-
on”@ (since it is suecessive to the*Letier”, it must have been
written in the period between 20th April 1564, when the
“Letler” was composed, and the winter of 1665, when the
Bu de yi appeared), using three images of Christ’s life from
Schall’ s Jincheng Shuxiang (lmages presented [to the Empe-
ror ), 1640), denounced Jesus’ attempt to revolt, For this atte—
mpt he had been rightly sentenced to death by a legitimate
government,

Here is an excerpt from the introductory part of the
essay,

“After my letter 1o Mr, Xu had been sent out, I regre-
tied that when my ‘*Pixie lun® was writlen, [ failed to put
the pictures printed by Adam Schall at the head of the trea-

tise. The picturcs depict how the Hebrews applauded Jesus
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and how Jesus was nailed to death by law, These piciures
would make all people in the world know that Jesus was put
to death as a  convicted criminal, so that net only wonld
scholar-officials not write prefaces for their writings, but
people of the lower classes would also be ashamed to believe
in that kind of faitk, ,,. Being unable to reproduce all the
pictures, | copy only three pictures and their respective
annotations for the present moment, They are the people
applanding Jesus, Jesus being nailed on the eross, and Jesus
on the cross, This will show all the world that Jesns was
not an orderly and Jaw-sbiding person, but a subversive vebel
leader, who was convicled and executed, 7”&

The first engraving reproduced by Yang {the 28th in
the original book by Schall} represented Christ’s trinmphant
entry in Jerusalem en Palm Sunday; the second (42nd in the
original) represented the exccutioners driving the nails into
Christ’ s limbs; the third (43rd in the original), Jesus crucifi~
ed between the two robbers,

Besides, Yang commented on Schall’ s explanations,
Obviously, these images revealed the scandal of Crucifixion
and Christ’! s rebellious nature, which Ricei had been
careful not to talk about, However, an image of Crucifixion
had already appeared in Juan da Rocha’ s Tianzhu shengjico
gimeng (Instructions of the Holy Religion of the Lord of
Heaven, ca, 1619)% and in Giulio Alenis’ Tienzhu jiangsheng

chuxiang jingjie (Explanations of images concerning 1the
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locarnatlion of the Lord of Heaven, 1635)@. This was one

of the first tracts to give such a representation, The

engravings were copied from those by Hieronimus Wiérx in
a famous book on the life of Christ by Fr, Jeronimo Nadal,
Evangelicae Historiae Imagines, ex ordine Evangeliorum,
Antwerpen, 13948, Some scholars slate that Yang Guangxian
made use of Alenis’ book 10 accuse the Christians of rebellion
against the State@. [n fact, Yang mnever spoke of Alenis’
book, but of Schall's book Jincheng shuxiang, printed five
years later (16400,

The Jincheng shuxiang@® was printed by Schall on the
occasion of the gift to the emperor Chongzhen in 1640 of a
fine collection of images of Christ’s life, which Fr, Trigault
had received from the Duke of Bavaria, Maximilian I {reign
1508—1651), before his rveturn to China in 16208. The
engrzvings in the book were reproductioens of those contained
in tke album received by Trigaunlt, The date of the publishing,
as reporied in Schall’ s preface to the Jincheng shuxieng, ia
December 164080, In the same preface he explains why he
decided to write the book, In the spring of 1640 the emperoz
had ordered a harpsichord brought 10 Court by Ricei im
1601 to be repaired, On the seat of the instrument there
was 4 sentence wrilten in the Western alphabet which had
attrzrted Chongzhen’ s curlosity3, The emperor had ordered
Schail to translate it; en September 8th, 1640 (23rd day of

~tae 7th month of that year), Schall, together with his tramsl-
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alion had alse offered “a Western book from my Country
[Germany] translated in Chinese, as well as a collection of
images of the Heavenly Lord,”@ It was Maximilian of
Bavaria’ s gift, Vita Domini Nostri Iesu Christi,, &, 1617.
He then added “he had written a short explanation of Lhe
book and of the images” to complete it, Here is then the
genesis of Jincheng shuxiang®, The booklet was intended to
illustrate the contenis of the collection for a wider public,

The first engraving is on a pliable paper, and reproduces
one of Schall’ s gift, a wax sculpture of the Magis” adoration,
some other engravings® are taken from Nadal' s book, maybe
becauss some evangelical episodes were Jacking in the Vita
Domini,

The “Draft of Memorial for the safety of the Country”
(January 1660)%2D criticized the use of the words reported on
the calendar, “according to the new Western method?,
inasmuch“a big country does not subdue to the rules of the
calendar of a small country”® (that is, the Qing cannot
accept Western calendar),

These words worried Yang mostly bhecause of the threat
{0 the imperial power represented by the foreigners’ calendar,
and for the modification introduced in the calculation of the
intercalated months, The memorial, presented to the Ministry
of Rites in 1660, was not accepted,

The short essay “On Central Constellations”® (n, d,)
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aszeried the wvalue of the ancient cosmological systems which
had been adopted for more than four thousand years, parti-
cularly the notion of “central constellations” ({zhongxing)
found in the Shujing, section Yaodian, and Yang mantained
that accepting Schall’ 5 astronomical methods, giving up
those recommended by Confucins would cause the subversion
of the rules of civilization,

The essay “On the selection [of Prince Rong’ s burial
date’]”® | completed in June-July 1659 and presented succe-
ssfully to the Ministry of Rites between the end of 1664 and
the beginning of 1665, was the conclusive charge which put
Schall, Buglio, Magalhaens, Verbiest and their Chinese colla-
borators under inquiry. As it bas been noticed, Yang didn"t
think that this was the work which would be so important
in causing the foreigners’ fall@.

Equally conclusive was also the work “The ten propositions
to reveal falsity” (1659232, where Yang made a list of ten
astronomical mistakes of the Westerners, blamed the giving
up of the old ecalculation methods and the abolishment of the
Muslim Department, and declared lese-majesty for the issue
¢f a calendar only two hundred years long. With regard to
thi=, Yang quoted Mencius, “In spite of the height of the
heavens and the distance of the heavenly bodies, if one seeks.
out former instances, one can c¢alculate the solstices of a
thcusand years hence without stirring from one’ s seat,”®

Why were the foreigners, otherwise so expert in calendrical
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affairs, able to caiculate a calendar of merely two hund red
years?

Both these works were presented, together with the
“Plaint”, te the Ministry of Rites in September 1664.

Finally, in the works “Criticism of the mistaken teruporal
prevision of eclipses”@ and “Test of the heavenly phenomena
of eclipses”d, he criticized the new methods of forecast of
eclipses, comparing the mnew calculations of Chinese and
Western schools with the phenomenon of an eclipse of January
1660. In the “Test” is included 1his famous sentence,

“Would that China have no good calendar, than that
China have Westerners, Having no good calendar is no worse
than the Han astronomers who, not kpowing the method of
apposition [between sun and moon], predicted all solar
eclipses on the last day of the month, Siill [the Han] enjoyed

four hundred years of prosperity, 7®

The “Pixie lun”, 16599

W
E

The essay is divided in three parts;the first (shang) was
completed on July 4th, 1659; the second (zhong) has no date,
while the third (xia) should date back 1o the first days of

the month of October 1660@,
This essay in tbree parts is indeed the sharpest attack
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on Christianity, from an ideological point of view, in Yang’s
production, It"s not by chance that it more than once raised
the reaction of the Christians@®, Besides in the definitive
verzion of Bu: de yi in 1665, the “Pixie lun” had already
been included in Yang' s Ju Xi ji (Collection for repelling
the West, 1662-1664 2)8, and in the Shixin lu (Records
of Shixin, 1660), now lost®D,

The three parts are of different lengih and they are
differcnt in content and source of ianspiration too, The [irst
part (about 3200 characters) is a summary of some of the
contents of the Catholic doctrine (God’ s attributes; the
creation; heaven and hell; the incarnation }; a criticism
follews, backed by quotations from the Claszsics, and aimed
mainly at demonstrating the formal contradictions of the
evangelical tale, The history of the passion is then given,
followed by the charge of Christ being nothing less than a
criminal, rightly sentenced for the crime of revolt against
the State; next comes a criticism to Christian books; finally,
the converis are set up against a series of exemplary figures
ol the Chinese tradition of opposition to heterodoxy, in
particular Mencins, The book from which most of Yang’ =
information for this part ol the essay had heen taken
was Schall’ s Jincheng shuxiang,

In the second part {about 1400 characters), the dehate
terns more specifically  philosephical. Yang denies the

identity proposed by Ricci between Tian (Heaven) and Sha—
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ngdi {Sovereign on High), recalling the thecories ol Yi jing
developed by Chen Yi and Zhu Xi about the origin of the
universe, and ridicules Chrisi’ s presumed “merits”, As for
the Christian doctrines ahout God,the main source is Eisei’s
Tianzhu shiyi,

Finally, in the third part (about 1050 characters), the
targets are Ricel’ s work, the spread of Chrislianity and the
internal organization of the Catholic Church in China {which
Yang considered to be on the same level as the Chinese
secret societies of White Lotus or Wa wei, ready to revolt),
as well as the Western presence on the southern coast and

Western astronomy,

Adam Schall in the“Pixie lun”

The ideological implications of this work have already
been widely studied@, Here I will limit myself to tracing
the references to Schall’ s religious activities and Yang' s
charges of a political and personal nature against Schali,

Yang introduced himself at the beginning of the f{irst
part as the true disciple of the Sages, particularly .Iencius’,
just as the master had oppesed Yangzhu and Mozi, so Yang
wanted to fight against the Christians’ heterodox doetrines
(yiduan),

Tle then started to describe the creatien of the World

and of the anecestors of mankind, Adam (Yadang) and Eve
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{wa)y, by the Lord of Ieaven (Tianzhu)., These notions, as
well as those concerning Shangdi and Tian’ s identities, which
were to be confuted in the second part, came from Ricel! s
Tianzhu Shiyi, and propably also from treatises on the origins
of the World such ar Giulio Alenis’ Wenwu zhenyuen (The
true origin of the World, 1523) and Schall’ s Zhujieo yuangi
(The origins of the Religion of the Lord, 16143)@, In the
introduction of his Bu de yi lien (Criticism to “1 have no
alternative”, 1G665>, Ludovico Buglio had suggested to the
readers these same texts for further investigation on the
Christian doctrines,

Yang himself revealed that the tale of the episodes of
Christ’ s life came from Jincherg shuxiang, He described
the intrigues of the Synedrion presided over hy Caifas(Gaifa),
Jesus' triumphant entry in Jerusalem acclaimed by the crowd
and his subsequent arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane
during the prayer,

He then dealt with the passien, the humiliations received
{rom the Homan soldiers {the mantle, the c¢rown of ithorns
and the sceptre), the trial in front of Pilate {Bila) and finally
_thf: Crucifixion,

This 12 how Yang concluded his 1ale,

“We Chinese have never been able to verify the truth
of these facts, nor the orthodoxy of their doctrines, yet the
number of those who believe and are converted is growing

and grawing) .,,His followeis are very careful not to define
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all the facts [of the Passion] as proof of an attempt of
revolt, although they make themselves a list of them in the
Jincheng shuxiougr V@

Yong was particularly struck by the scandal of Cruecifi-
xion, and he talked about Ricel” s “betrayal”,

“In his books, Ricci had merely said that Jesus’ ments
lay in saving the World through his Resurrection and his
ascent to Heaven, taking care not to mention the fuct that
he had been senlenced to death; this iz how he was able to
attract the officials of the Empire, who have all been decei-
ved, This is Ricci’ & great betrayabh V&

This charge of Yang’ s was not so different from the
one moved by the Franeiscans and the Dominicans against
the Jesuits, As a matter of fact, Ricei had not mentioned
the Cracifixion in the Tienzhu shiyi. In 1935 Fr, D’ Elia
pubiished 2 manuscript of Ricei’ s dating back to the period
hetween 1583 and 1586, in which he made an explicit refercnce
to the Crucifixion®®, Nevertheless, since it was mainly the
Tianzhw shiyi that was spread among the cultivated classes,
this work of Ricet s represented one of the few possibilities
for non-Christians to learn something about Christianity, In
the vears following his death, Christian works containing
clear refereﬁces to Christ’ s passion aznd death on the cross
multiplied. Infact, talking abont Adam Schall, Yang bhad
noticed,

“Adam Schall, being inferior in kueowledge to Ricei,

238



revealed completely the 1ruth concerning Jesus in his Jincheng
shuxiang, "5

Yet the scandalous images in Schall’ s book had net been
enough to awake the conscience of many men of letters,

“There are also some gentlemen who are inspired by Jesus’
teachings, They have read the fincheng shuxigng, the cate-
rhism aod the lectionary, and yet they have not even given
a look to the still consistent number of works [of that reli-
gion:, "3

The high socizl position of some converts, as well =23
the rcligious fervour of many Chincse Christians, made them
suspect of Dbeing “cultural bhetrayers”. The fact that they
signed the introductions to the Jesuits’ hooks or wrote apoe-
logetical Christian works themselves scandalized the literati,
Yang did not hesitate to define Xu Guangqi “a heretical
courtier™®, and also attacked 1the censor Xu Zhijian for
writing the preface to Tianxue chuangei. Moreover, the
support the missionaries had ohtained at a high level made
them even more suspect than the traditional heterodox seeis,
whose influence was usually restricted to the popular elasses,

Since Shen (Jue’ s memsdrials in 1617, the charge against
Westerners of threatening the safety of the empire had heen
regularly repeated in anti—Christian works, In the last part
of his essay Yang reiterated with a particular vehemence
these charges, giving a list of places where Christian activities
had been reporied,
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According to Yang, thacks to their techuical abilivics and
their assignments at Court, the missionaries had been able
to gain a certain immunity which allowed them to move as
they Iiked and without control around the empire; they had
also been able to organize a network of conspirators, whose
identification marks wlre the cross and other holy objects,
worthy of the Chinese secret religious sects, And the fact
that there was economical support from ahroad suggested
that they were backed by Western Powers, which had already
congquered Luzon and had tried to expand to Japan. Macao
was nothing but the fortified den of the foreigners, who were
waiting for the internal revolt before acting, Here are Yang's
h‘DI’d5=

“Adam Schall asked for men bhelonging to that doctrine
to come to China to reform the calendar, and wunder this
pretext they have occupied Macao again., Their countries are
100,000 i away from China, and it takes ten years to come:
and go from there; but it takes them just thrce months, Itis
clear, then, that they are based in China, not in their countries|
Nor is it known in which year, according to which ordinance
and through wlich place these people have manared to get
inte China, If there are no residence permits. then they have
violated the interdictions ... The coasts are not safe yet, so
controls must be strict and the Court must iJssue Pprecise
rules: we must not accept a compromise with these outlaws,

attracting misfortune in the future;”@
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Also Schall’ s sacerdotal and celibate state railsed Yang's
eriticism, To the priesthood and celibacy of priests Riced
had dedicated a whole chapter of his Tianzhu shiyi@l, As a
matter of fact, according to the Chinese, chastity meant
going against natare and depriving oneself of offspring;
this was what Confucianism abhorred most, because of the
great value they set on the veneration of ancestors, To Yang,
the fact that Schall mantained this state made homosexual,
Moreover, Schall had gained advancement and, according
o Yang, this went against the very rules of his religious
order, which preached poverty&; il he didn’ t respect even
the law of his country, how could one expect he would
respeet Chinese law?

“Aeccording to the great rules of that religion, he who
follows its precepts must not marry, nor can he gain
advanccments as an official, Well, Schall mantains celibacy
and iz therefore homosexual; then, if one takes into consi—
deration the prohibition 1o gain advancements, one can see
he has obtained the office of Commissioner of the Office
of Trasmission, getting, moreover, an appanage of second
rank, with an advancement of two classes; and he also keeps
hiz post in the Astronomical Office®. But then he does not
respect the doetrine he says he believes int If he does not
respect the law of his country, he shall not respect those of
the Empire of great Qng for surer”&d

Yang’ s argument in the following years was to be
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grounded on astronomy rather ithan on philosophical ideas,
In »Pixie Iun” we find just a brief mention of it: the words
#according 1o the Western method” found on the imperial
calendar were but a sign of what the foreigners were plotti-
ng® ., They wanted to take possession of China and had
begun to declare their superiority starting {rom the calendar,

Here are Yang’ s words:

“In the Book of Odes we read: *“When there is going to
be a fall of snow, there is first the discent of sleet’d, The
-words ‘aceording 1o the new Western method” are nothing
else hut this sleet, &

In Yang’ s opinion, the Westerners' attempt to conqguer
lthe Empire would shortly fellow the iniroduoction of the new

calendar.

The “Nie jing” (1662)

The essay “Nie jing” (“Mirror of Evil") closes the sccond
-part of Bu de 3yt and, together with *“Pixie lun”, is the
longest of the collection®, It is the natural complement of
“Pixie lun”, if the former deals with philesophical, religious
and political matters, the latter criticizes 1he astroaomical
and geographical notions introduced hy the Westerners, The
cessay 1s dated January 20th, 1662, The title refers to magical
- mirrers which allowed the disclosure of human sins, Yang

~explained,
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“The aim of ‘The Mirror of Evil' is to disclese the
falsity of the new Western method. When men come to the
World they commit any kind of sin and wickedness, Uufortu-~
nately, it happens that the officials who act according to the
Iaw are unjustly punished, while true eriminals are considered
disciples of the law, He who strongly opposes falsity is
rately found; Luckily, when one arrives in front of the
infernal king Yanle his sins arc revealed, ,., The roll of
war drums does not spread evervwhere in China yet, Xi and
e's% deserted docirines must be revived, and these doctrines,
together with the Two Classics@ and Confucius’ teachings,
must be respected, In order to set our hopes on the support
of the great genticmen (junzi} of the world, we must hang
the following “Mirror of the E+il”, G0

In the preface Yang also lamented the faet that nobody
kad the scientific Knowledge to oppose the Westerners: “Not
only thosz who do not know anything about the calendar
believe them, but even those who are expert in the calendar
and its principles do not dare not to bhelieve their theori-
est 7@

He then proposed himself as the only one able to oppose
cfficacionsly the Westerners;

“As their teaching is spreading through China, I Thave:
decided]] to defead the great laws of the country using the
calendar (Iifa), to protect the teaching of the Sages with

the principles of the calendar (iili}, these principles are
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refused Ly that heterodex doctrine, bow is it possible not
‘to despair and ery? Is not defending the truth the great
responsibilily of Confucius’ disciples? Then we must use the
seience of the calendar to face them; unforturately, the men

of letters who know it deeply are too few, ... In the ancisnt

‘times everybody recognized Xi and He' s authority, cad thig
is. why I wrote “Zhat miu shi lun”, Yet, although 1 was
in the van, at the end I have been left alone, There 1is
nohody who dare exorcise this sort of diahelical possession
using the science of calendart”%

Finally, in the last part of his preface Yang complains
that astronomy had beeceme a widely studied subject, and that
ihe Court had asked the collaboration of several expertsi,
Those so called experts were Just ambitious people who wanted
to gain  advancement, However, their very incompetence
had caused them to be removed from their offices, and
because of that the Westerners and their methods had gained
access to the Astronomical Office,

A possible solution, according to Yang, was the limitation
of ihe astronomical studies, following the example of the
“enlightened ancestors”,

“The astromomical observation of the stars and of the g¢i
and the Jdetermination of good and bad auspices are cnough to
corrupt and upset the people’ s hearts. In the ancient times,
when the science of the calendar was forbidden, wise emperors

and enlightened kings respected Heaven and administrated
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the people with rectitude: should nol the science of the
calendar be forbidden? If it were forbidden, the Examination
Hall would emanate rules to prevent a great pumber of
experts being emploved, On the contrary, the Court has asked
for several asiremomers, who just go after fame, "3

As a matter of fact, at the beginning of the Qing dynasty
there was in China a large community of independent seie—
ntisls who researched by themselves and maintained between
them a relationship of reciproeal information; every now and
then seme of them were called to be part of the Imperial
Astronemical Of[icef®, Anyway, it was thanks to the fave-
urable political climate of the Regency, that Yang was alloweil
to replace Schall at the direction of the Astronomieal Office,

In the central part of the essay we find a more detailed
explanation of Yang’ s objections and theories, The wessay
was coneeived as a debate, to every “evil® (aie) corresponded
the real image reflected in the “mirror” (jing); that is, 1o
each mistake of Schall’ s corresponded Yang’ s confulation
and the exposition of the true doctrine, The essay opens
with a long preface (yin), and it is followed by an addition
(“Iing vyu?, Addition to the Mirror); this probably means
that the “Nie jing”, had been ocriginally diffused separately
as a booklet@,

Yang’ s first eriticism concerned the “world map printed
Ly Schall”, Yang talked abcu! a map on twelve sheets whose

title was Yudi tugong (World Map), He mizhkt have meant
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the edition of Ricel’ s map of the world which Schall had
*dited in 16288, But, since it is reported that this edition
was in eight sheets, and Pasquale D’ Elia refuses to believe
in the cxistenc; of a map of Ricei’ s in twelve sheets@ we
do not know which edition Yang is referring to.

After describing the “twelve sheets” each 30 degree wide,
and quoting the most important toponyms in each sheet,
Yang noticed that “the western and eastern ends of Brazil
[at the two extremes of the sheet] met”, In the first sheet
of Ricei’ s map was written, “The Earth and the sea are, to
tell the truth, round in shape, and together they make a
rlehe, placed in the centre of the heavenly globe, just as the
yolk is in the egg white, When somebhody says the Earth is
square in shape, they just mean its fixity and stillness, not
its shape, 78

In his answer Yang attacked the theory of the spherical
shape of the Earth,

“If it is so, then the four continents, all the natians,
the rivers and the mouniains are but a big sphere, [ ., Then,
the inhabitants of the higher hemisphere stand opposite to
the inhahitants of the lower hemisphere, They have indeed
a confused theory about Heaven, and they want to confuse
alzo the vision of the Earth, ... Man has his head toward
Heaven, znd his fecet rest on the Earth, I have never heard
of somebody standing perpendicularly to the Earth or upside

down. Only snails can move perpendicular to a wall, and
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only flies can rest upside down, Man, birds, terrez’rial ani-
mals, and fish ecannot, ... If you took a building, for
instance, and I stood on the ceiling, and in the meanwhile
Schall were able to stand upside down under the ceiling, only
then [ would bhelieve Lo the existence of the antipodes) &0

Sinee the Earth, according to the Chinese cosmological
theory, floats on water, Yang could net understand how a
spherical Earth could keep water on its surface:

*The water which is at the end of the FEarth has got a
{flat surface, This is the nature of water, i1t rums on an
inclined plane, it stands still on a straight plane and over{l»ws
when it fills {a container @, If the Earth were spherical
itherefore, the water of the world would pour down, Seciall
should be asked if among Lhe strange phenomena of his
doctrine there is spherical water, or water which adheres to
walls, or floating on high without pouring down, , .. I theare
are countries immersed in the water in the lower hemisphere,
then the westerners are fish, and Schall is not a human
beingr " &3

The Westerners’ sirategy was to present themselves as
defenders of orthodoxy, while they were actually preparing
the ruin of the traditional sciences;

“We Chincse understand their falsities and oppose them,
He whno wishes to fight them must act on the same ground

and 1est their lies, At the beginning we thought to rule

them without contrel, But they plan to arrive gradually
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to the ruin of Xi and He’' s doctrines, writing hooks without
foundation and deceiving everybody., In order to lead the
next generations into mistake, they cannot but declare
themselves orthodox; they proclaim themselves defenders of
Dao and of orthodoxy, and talk about the virtues of Heaven
and Earth, 7&0

Yang then expounded the classic cosmological theory,

“Schall does not know that one of the “two] qi of
Heaven, emerging from chaos, took the shape of twe fitling
bowls. Above is a vacuum, below is the water, and in the
middle of the water dry land. ... Schall is unaware of all
that, and says that the Earth is similar to a sphere,”7&

Schall’ s second affront to the tradition was the wrong
position China had in his map;

“In observing the map, the Chinese can just admire the
precision of the division in degrees and palaces. But they
have not taken the trouble to contrel the position of their
own c¢ountry in the map, The Chinese yearn to know where
other people live, just as they would yearn after a precious
jade disc to keep in the Audiences Hally Perhaps they don’t
realize that Schall the outlaw secretly laughs at them?"&

The map was divided in twelve “palaces” (gong), each
corrisponding to an Earthly Branch, Schall’s faelt had been
to put the West in the Wu Palace (Wu gong), corresponding
to the South, the emblem Qian and the force Yang, this

series was characteristic of the lord (junzi), China was, on
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the contrary, in the Chou Palace (Chou Gong), corresponding

to the North, the emblem Kun and the force Yin, this second

—

series was characteristic of the subject (chen), It was clear,
therefore, that Schall considered his country jun and China
chen, The people, confused by these notions, would not know
any longer who was ruling them, Yang concluded like this:

“The Christians wish the Heaven, supreme Lord of the
universe, were just a subject of Jesus’; they wish they domi-
nated over all the other countries, placing themselves on
high and everybody else down, ... Moreover, with the words
“according to the new Western method” they clearly affirm
they want China to adopt the Western calendar In order lo
protect the people, Schall’ s followers should be put to death:
this is the hest protectient ”# Also the terrestrial and heave-
nly measures given by Schall were not corr ect: if,as Schail
maintained, each degree of the vault of heaven corresponied
to 250 1i on the terrestrial surace, then, according to the
Westiern map, China was about 40,000 li away from the Wast,
This contradicted what the missionaries themselves had said
about the lenght of their journey, i.e¢. 80, 000 li, was their
sim just to evade Chinese custom law, or perhaps the
equivalence 1 degrec/250 I was completely arbitrary? More—
aver, basing himself upon Schall’'s map of stars published
at the end of the Ming dynasty by Xu Guangqi Jianjie zong
xing tu (General map of the Visible Starsd)®, Yang had

noticed how some of the xiu, the 28 partitions eof the BSky
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in Chinese astronomy, had been moved by some degrees
with regard to the traditional maps, This caused them to
trespass into other xiv, where they did not belong, so that
the stars and the twelve animals of the Chinese =zodiac
(shengxiao) did not match any more8¥; the consequences
of this fact would be ecatastrophic for China as well as for
all the tributary countries, which adopted the Chinese
ealendar, Yang also gave a concordance diagram between
the positions of the =xiu, as regards the Ecliptic and the
Celestial Equater, according to the Western methed and to
the traditional method Da Tong, introduced by Guo Shouj-
ing (1231-1316).

It happened also that the two neighhouring xiu Zi and
Shen had their determinative stars changed by Schall, and
this caused their intervension®. Yang must have ignored the
fact that the position of constellations varied in time owing
to the precession of equinoxes®, Anyway, this interversion
also caused seriuos consequences on the astrological setting,

Yang then charged the Westerners of plagiarizing the
Muslims' theories and methods of caleculation:

“Matteo Ricci is said to be the beginner of the new
method, He bought the Muslim Department (Huihuike) with
a large sam of money, ... The old officials of the Chinese
department have not taught their old methods for 17 vyears
now, The Chincse doctrine is in ruin, and only Muslim doctrine

still holds on, Schall wants both the schools to be completely
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destroyed. After that, the New Method will be the only cne
10 be spread everywhere in China, The doctrine he is most
envious of is the Muslim one, In the Muslim method each
degree is divided in 60 minutes, and each minute in §0
seconds, ,,, Se, the Western and Muslim methods are eq:i-
valent. The Westerners fear the sages will find out the
weakness of their ‘purchased” knowledge, They want to destroy
[the Muslims], just like a cruel concubine who takes :he
place of the legitimate wife in order to enter alone ihe
women’ s apartment, ”®

In the final part of his essay, Yang charged the hizh
government officials with protecting and helping the Wes:.e—
rners againsl he Chinese and Muslim  asironomers, The
abolition of conecurrent astronomical departments bad allowved
the Western Office (Xiju) to obtain the monopoly of asiro-
nomical knowledge, and to avoid the comparison of astroro-
mical data between the different schools, which had alwavs
been a characicristic of the Astronomical Office, People like
Xu Guangqi, Li Zhicae and Li Tianjing had thereforc acied
the role of ‘puppeteers’ as regards Schall and the Christians
of the Office:

“A well-handled puppel seems to have a soul, and eve-
rybody thinks it is a miracle; on the contrary, a puppet
without strings looks like a corpse, and everybody thinks it
is a failure., This is why the new method is considered a

suceess, while the two departments [Chinese and Muslim_] ave
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considered a failurey 7@

Two years later, mainly because of the arguments of a
divinatory character contained in the “Xugnze yi”, Yang
would succeed in charging Schall and his collaborators,

After adopting the Datongli and Huihuili methods of
asironomical caleulation one after the other, with the colla-
boration of Wu Mingxuan, Yang also tried to renew the
ancient and already abandoned theory of “Watching for the
Ethers”, This choice of Yang’ s of adopting a method of
forecast of the qi (the 12 months of the tropical vear)®
already considered inadequate before the Jesuit’ s arrival, is
very significant in understanding the spirit which had pushed
him since the beginning, and which was characterized by his
prejudicial apposition to Western doctrines and by his respect
for tradition and ancestral precadents,

Contrary to what was thought®), the practice of ohserving
the gi through pitchpipes filled with ashes, known as heugqi,
did not end with the Ming dynasty®, but at the beginning
of the Qing dynasty, through Yang Guangxian’s own deeds,
In the preface of “Nie jing”@, Yang bad already wmade a
hint to his wish to renew the hougi method, Even more
explicitly, in the famous memorial where he charged Schall
with ‘ten astronomical mistakes’® (¥*Zhal miu shi lun™), he
complained that the observation of ashes for the determination
of qi had been given up; in his opinion this was a comple-

neutary method which consented to make the time measured
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by clepsydras and the cycles of the Sky and the Farth
agree®, We do not know precisely if Yang was able to realize
concreiely a chamber for the observation of the gi: in
Qingshigao lwo exiracts from Yang's memorials of 1665 and
1G58 are quoted, where he explicitly asks for research of
experis of the hougi method to be carried out on a national
sciledd,

“Im the spring of [Kangxi’s] 5th vear [16667], Guangxian
seinl a memorial which said: “The hougi methad has not been
trasmitted for a long lime, and the zhonggi of the twelve
lunar months do not correspond, This is why I ask the Court
i the autherization to gather scientists expert in caleunlation,,
s0 that they can work together on making devices for the
mecasurement of gi; and I ask the Court to order the Ministry
of Rites to provide bamboo from the mount Jinmen of
Yiyang®, black millet from the mount Yangdou of Shangda-
ngfd, and pith of reeds from Henei®, ”@

Two vyears after the first requesi,in 1668, Yang sent a
second memorial:

“In [Kangxi'sl seventh vyear Guangxian sent another
memorial; ‘The measare of pitchpipes is reported in Shiji,
hut how to use them has not heen handed down, The search
for people able to use the hougi method has been unsucce-
s:ful se far, I am ill, and { am not in a position to understand
the principles (of the method)?,

In his answer, the Ministry of Rites asserted that Cua-
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ngxian, as Director of the Astronomical office, was not
allowed to imven! an excuse, and he ordered again a search
for experis of the horvgi method ”@®

Ferdinand Verhiest testifies in his memorial of August
16 th, 16691, that the Ministry accepted Yang’s request, but
he did not succecd, He wrote:

“The Ministry of Rites decided that the bamboo, the pith
of reeds and the black millet had to be provided to Yang from
the places he had indicated. But the 4i have been ohserved
for two years, without results, Actually, he does not know
the iowgt method, and he presented his memorials improperly,
and state funds have heen spent uselessly,”@

In the same year Ferdinand Verbiest succeeded in demo-
nstrating Yang and Wu's inecompetence, and the vyoung
emperor Kangxi ordercd Yang to go back to his native

Mace,

Conclusion

From this short survey of Yang's work a few [acts are
apparent, First, since the beginning (1659), Yang bad made
a clear distinction between the missionaries’ religious doctrines
and their scientific knowledge. In the “Pixie lun” and in the
“Criticism to three images of the hetercdox religion™, he
analysed religious works of Ricei's (Tianzhu shiyidand Schall’s

(Jincheng shuxieng) in order te identify elements of inco-
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mpatibilily between Chrisiian and Chinese thought {particula—
rly the vexata quaesiio of the identity between Shangd:i and
Tianzhu), and then aimed at horrifying Chinese readers with
the deccription of Christ's passion and death, This disgraceiul
death had of course political implicatiens: like their master,
the Christians were rebels ready to revolt and to support an
invasion from the Western powers,

In the meanwhile, Yang started ecriticizing the Western
astron:mical innovations, mainly when ithey upset the most
traditinonal cosmological beliefs (far instance, about the sphe--
rical ¢hape of the Earth), or when they prodiced changes in.
the 1raditional astrological framework, Again, secientific
concerns were not parted {from political implications(the roie
of China and Qing's prestige), and Yang was defending the
most ancient astronomical notions, pavlicularly those of the
Yaodign, as well as the astrological beliefs that had been
consolidated in time and were then predominanti®,

In Yang's opinion, subverting this tradition meant subve—
rting society and the Confucian foundations it rested on,
with important secial consequences,

The success of Yang's attack from an astronomical point
of view outshone the interest in the religious side of the
argurpenty 1n our opinion, it did not happen because Yang
was less interested ia the philosophical and religious side,
but because it was the astronomical, astrological and divina—

tory field which actually gave him an unhoped-for success@,
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As a matter of fact, only the ideological contents of “Pixie
lun” survived in the anti-Christian movement of the :gth
century, In his cvolophon to Bu de ¥i of 1799, the scholar
and lexicographer Qian Daxin(1728—1804) wrote: “Mr, Yang
was not an expert of calculation, nor was he sufficiently
helped; therefore, at the end he had to give up, However, he
denounced Jesus' heterodox religion and prevented its diffusi-
on, and this cannot be defined but meriiorious for the reno-
wned doctrines ~ig

In the judgement of posterity, then, Yang's merit lay
more in his opposition to Christiapity than in his opp. .ien
te Western scienccid,

Secendly, a certain contempt for Schall is apparent in
Yang's work, He judged him inferior to Riecei in discernment
for disclosing the *secret” of Cruecifixion; then, he had
violated the rules of his own order accepting public offices,
and he was not a “real man” inasmuch he did not have
children and was celibate, As far as astronomy was concerned,
his criticism was founded on arguments of a seientific cha-
racter but were also directed against Schall himself, against
whom he used not very flattering epithets, although relatively
mild if compared to the obscene invectives of most of the
anti-Christian propaganda of the 19th century, However, the
attack was not really directed against Schall’s person, but
rather against the position he held, which allowed the Chinese

Christian community to flourish and the missionaries to
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travel freely, Atiacking him meant attacking the whele
Church of China as well as the Company of Jesus, Such a
violent attack was motivaied by his fanatical, almaest obse-
ssive respeet [or Confucian tradilion, not by professional
jealousy. The above mentioned adoption of the oabsolete
houqi method alse bears witness of his love of traditiond®,

Yang was in a position te understand the differerce
between religion and science, and he considered the leavenly
Doctrine equally dangerous in both its aspccis. The rising
ostility against Sehall at the Court, fomented by the Muslim
astromomers and by the Manchu officials fallen into disgrace
because of the case of the selection of auspicious dates,
found a favourable ground in the political climate of suspect
of Obei’s Regency, as wcil as in the Manchu shamanie
religicus background; and it brought Yang's anti-Jesuit
party te victory,

However, the dismissal of the Western astronomers did
not represent for Yang a goal in itself, but it was just a
step towards the final banishment of the missionaries’

cultural, religious and scientific influence in China,
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This work of Fr, Jeronime Nadal s.j. (1507 -1580) was printed
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in Flantin type in 1594, with the complete title Adnotationes
et meditationes in Evangelia quae in Sacrosancto Missae
Sacrificie loto anno leguntiur, Cum Evangcliorum Concerdantia
historiae integritati sufficienti--- The editicn [ refer to
(Biblioteca Nazionale Cenlrale “Vitlorio Emanuele H”, Roma,
8.42.G.15> was printed in Antwecrpen by Nutins(i5967); Lhe
Roman printer Zanetti added to it a commentary in Italian
by Fr, Antenic Vivaldi s, j,, Meditationi sopra Ii Evangelii che
tatto Fanno si leggono nella Messa e principali misterij delia
Vita e Passione di Nostro Signore(1594). According to 'Elia,
op. cit., p, 78, Nadal’s work was probably alrcady in the
pessession of the Chinese misston in ]600.

See Dehergne, op, cit, p,112; George Dunne, Generation of
Giants: the story of the Jesuits in China in the Last Decades
of the Ming Dynasty, Notre Dame(Ind.>, 1962, pp. 276-277.

I refer to a copy preserved at the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale
*Vitlorio Emanuele [1*, Roma, Fondo Gesuitico, 72. B. 299,
Pp.3+4 50, 48 engravings, Another copyis at the Bibliclkeque
Nationale de Paris, Courant §757.

See Edmond Lamalle, “La propagande du P, Nicolas Trigault
¢en faveur des missions de Chine ¢1616)7, im: Archivum
Histericum Societatis Jesw, § (1940}, pp. 49-120,

“One of the last days of the {irst winter month aof Chong-
zhen's 131k year”, that is one of the first ten days of Uecember
1649.

The sentence was Lhe following: “Laundate Dominum in
cymbalis besonantibus, laudent Nomen Eius in Tympane et
chora psalanl Ei”, See Heary Bernard, “L’Encyclopedie Astron-
omique do Pére Schall”, in: Monumenta Serica, 3 (1938),p.496.
Jincheng shuxiang, preface, p, 1b.

The complete title is the following: Vita Domini Nostri Iesu

Christt Filii Dei, Filii Virginis et sacrosanctis quatuor
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Evangeliis deiibata et maximo potentissimoque Sinarom
Imperatori et Monarchae transmissa a Maximiliaro Comite
Palatino Rheni utriusque Bavariae Duce,anno Domini MDCXVIIL,
See Lamalle, op. cit,, p. 164; V&th, op, cit, pp. 35-36. After
a delay of twenty yecars, the collection was presented at Court,
tagether with a wax Figure representing the three Magis’
adoration: Sechall himself tells us in his Historica Relatio how
these objecta had been exhibited in a hall to allow the ladies
of the palace to admire them; See Heary Bernmard e Henry
Bosmuans (ed)), Lettres ct Mémoires d’Adam  Schall 8,17,
Relstion Historique, Tianjin, 1942, pp. 46 and 43.

We have a confirmalion of the fact that the Jincheng shuxiang
is the reproductirn of tke Vita Domini: Schall wrole an
explanation in order to describe the title-page, and reported
line by line the original lalin title 1ranslated in Chinese,
The date reported wus, however, 1618 instcad ol 1517. See
Jincheng Shuxiang, p, qian 3,

Number 17,18,2G.21, 22,23, 24, 28, 30. See al:o D'Elia, op.
cit.,, p, 124, where I detected some mistakes,

“Zliieng guoti chenggao”, in: BDY, pp. 1143-11535.

“Daguo wu feng xiaoguo zhengshuo zhi li yi fa”, BDY, p. 1143,
“Zhongxing shue”, in: BDY, pp. 1157-1161, The constellation
which is silvated on the observer’s meridian at the moment
of observalicn is called zhongxing,

“Nnanze vi¥, in: BDY. pp, 1163-1167,

Sce Huang Yilong, *Selection of Auspicious Dates-", op,
cit.. p. 265,

“Zhat min shi o™, in: BDY. pp, 1169-1179.

Mengzi, JB/20, See D, C, Law, op. cit, p. 160,

“Riski shike bian”, in: BDY, pp, 1245-1246.

“Rishi tianxiang yan”, in: B.DY, pp. 12471253,

RDY, p. 1249; translated in George Wong, “China’s Opposition
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to Western Science during Late Ming and Early Ch'ing”, in:
Isis, 54(19632175, p. 34.

“Pixie lun®, in: BDY, pp. 1103-7124. Hereafter ahhreviﬁed
to PXL.

This dating was found by prof. Huang Yilong ia Yang's Juo
Xi ji¢*Collection for Repelling the West”, between. 1662 and
1664), & work consideved lost; see Huang Yileng, “Yang
Guangxian Zbusbu lunlile”, op.ecit,p. 5.

On the works written by missionaries and converts during the
“Calendar Controversy”, see Huang Yilong, “Kangxi chao
sheji¢Liyad de Tianzhujiao zhongwen Zhushu kao”, in: Shumn
jikan, 25(19091>, 1, pp.12-27. Among the most imporlant works
are Ludovico Buglio’s Bu de yi bian (Criticism to ‘I have no
alternative’), published in 1665 and reproduced in: Wu
Xiangxiang, Tianzhujino dongechuan wenxian, Taibei, 1364, pp.
295..332; Ferdinand Verbiest’s Lifa bu de yi bian, reproduced
in: Wu Xiangxiang, op. cit,, pp. 333 -463. It was published by
Ferdinand Verbiest after 1670, and refuled the astrencmical
objections contained in Yang Guasgxian's Bu de yi, It inclu-
des an explanation of the motorious sentence “according to the
new Western method®, a criticism to the “Ten Errors™ raised
by Yang Guangxian 2nd to other of his astronomical writings,
in all 23 parte,

Instead, Buglios Bu de yi bian was devoted to counter the
religions and philosophical contents in Yang's cellection, im
particular his essay “Pixie lua” and the “Criticism to three
images of the heterodox teligion” (n.d), “Plaint against
heterodox teachings” (1664), and “Letter to the censor Xu
Zhijian”({1664). See Young, op. cit.,, pp. 97-108. There is also
another work, written some years later(1872> by the convert
He Shizhen, with a preface by Buglio, entitled Chongzheng
bibian¢A due criticism [to safeguard] the Venerable Truth),
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In this book are listed 54 “errors” contained in Yang
Guangxian's worke, and described in detail the circumstances
of Yang’s death, ewing to a fit of “subcutaneons ulcers” in
Dezhou, Shandong, See Pfister Nolices Biographigues et
Biblingraphigues sur les Jésuites de l'ancienne mission de
Chine, 1552-1773, Shanghai, 1532-34, p. 241, Xu Congze, Ming
Qing jian Yesuhuishi yizhu tiyao, Beijing’ 1949, pp, 237-238;
NMuang Yilong, “*Kangxi chao sheji <{Liyuy de Tianzhujiao
zhionzwen Zhushu kao”, op. cit,, p.18 and “Yang Guangxian
jiashi yu shengping kao”, op.cit., p. 20,

See Huang Yilong, “Yang Guangxian Zhushu Iunlte”,ep. cit,,
D, 6.

See BDY, pp, 1181-1186; Huang Yilong, ibid., p. 14.

See Gernet and Young, op, cit.

See Vath, op. c¢it, pp. 361-362.1 recfer to a copy in the
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale “Vittorio Emanuele II”, 72.B. 365.
PXL, pp. 1114-1115,

PXL, p. 1129
See Pasquale DXElia, *“Il domma cattolico integralmente

presentato da Matteo Ricei ai letterati della Cina®,im: Civiltd
Cattolica, 86(1935) 2, pp. 35-53; see also I’Elia’s translation
of part of de Pantoja’s Pangzi yiquan, “La passione di Gesid
Cristo in un’opera cinese del 1608-1610", in: Archivum Hist-
oricum Societatis fesu, 22(1953), pp. 276-307.

PXL, pp. 1129-1130.

PXL, p. 1118.

“QOingzhn xiejian zhuang” in: BDY, p. 1076, see Fu Lo-shu,
op. cit,, p. 35,

PXL, p. 1134.

In Tianzhu Shiyi, the Chinese scholar asked the Western
scholar: “What is the idea behind life-long chastity aand the

life-long forbidding marriage? It must be difficult to refrain
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completely from what is natural to living creatures, Love of
life is the very foundatien of the nature of the Sovereign
on High, Can I cut off what has been handed down to me
by my ancestors over hundreds and thousands of gencr-
ations?” (Tianzhu Shiyi, n, 527). Ricci answered that it waus
difficult to mantain cclibacy and chastity but that pries's
were bound to it because “if a man bears both reeponsihilitics
[family and Church responsibilities],it is bound te reanlt in
the neglect [of certain of his duties] cunnected with the
rites and cerimonies of worship, When a man serves his
sovereign he must practice & certain ruthless self-denial;
should not a man then deliberately curtail his passions when
he enters the service of the Sovereign on High?--Those
cencerned for the salvation of the world feel deep pity for
the situation in the world today, and have therefore made
chastity and celibacy rules of my humble Socicty.-- Is it not
unfair that we few friends should be censured when, due to
our work for the Sovereign on High, and so Lhat we might
conveniently travel throughout the world in order to transform
all men,we have no time to concern curselves with marriagesy”
(Tianzhu shiyi, a, 532, 534, 535.). See Donglas Lancashite
et alii (ed.), T'ien-chu shih-i, The True Meaning of the Lord
of Heaven, St, Louis¢hliss.}, 1985,

Also from within the Company of Jesus and other religicus
orders, some criticisms hod been raised against Schall and
Verbiest because of Lheir government appointments, Sce
Viilh, op. cit., pp. 267-294, parlicularly pp. 279-287; Dunne,
op, cit,, p. 329.

Schall was appointed to the post of Director of the Astronc-
mical Office (Qintianjien jianzheng), rank 5a, in 1544; Yice
Minister of the Court of the Imperial Stod (Daipusi shao-
ging), rank {4a,in 1646; Chief Minister of the Court of Imp-
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erial Sacrifices (Daichangzsi qing), rank 32, in 1651; Comm-
issioner of the Office of Transmission (Tongzhengshi si),
rank 3a, in 1657;Graud Master for Splendid Happincss{Guanglu
daifu),rank la, in 1538, As a maiter of lact, his advancement
from Director of the Astronomical Miice to Commissioner
of the Offlice of Transmission raized Schall's post by 2
classes(i1],

PXL, pp. 1132-1133.

On Verbiest’s rebutlal of this charge, see Bernard "L'Encyel-

L

opedie -7, op.cit,, p. 477,

Shi jing, “Xiao Ya”, in: James Jegge, The Chinese Clasaics,
Hong Kong, 1871, vol, 2, part II, p. 391, book VII, ode IV,
stanza 3.

PXIL, P, 1133,

“Nie jing"”, hereafter abbreviated to NJ, in: BDY, pp. 1193-
1244,

Two mythical astronomers, who were ordered by Emperer Yao
to superintend astronomical activities, Here they represent
Chinese traditional astronomy, zs distinguished frem Muslim
and Western astronomy, See Needham, op, cit,, vol, 3, p.
183.

It refers to Yaodian and Shundian sections of Shujing.

NJ. pp. 1193 and 1198.

N, p. 1195,

NI, p. 1195

As Ho Peng-Yoke remowred, during the Ming dynasty “there
was sucit A shortage of competent calendar-malkers in the
Aatmnﬂmica] Bureau that in the year 1611 the Ministry of
Rites had to ask the Fmperor permission to make a2 country-
wide search for calendar experts”, See Ho Peng-Yoke, “The
Astronomical Bureau in Ming China”, in: Journal of Asian
History, 3 (196% 2, p. 148.
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NI, p. 1196.

See Jonathan Porter, ®*Bureaucracy and Science in Early Modern
China: The Imperial Astronomical Bureau in the Ch'ing
Period”, in: Journal of Oriental Stoedies, 18(1930>, 1-2, p.63.
This is alsec Huang Yilong's hypothesis; see“Yang Guangxian
Zhushu lunlie”, op. cit, p. 6.

See Vith, op. cit, p. 370; Minazko Debergh, ®La carte du
monde du P, Matteo Riceci (1602) et sa version coréenne
(1708 conservée i Osaka”, in; Journal Asiatique, 274 (19857,
pp. 417-454. Ms_Debergh translated the preface of the Corean
Woarld Map of .1?'[:-8, According to it, Schall’s map consisted
of eight sheets: “En la premiére année de I'#re Teh'om Tel'
engfchongzhen 1628],50us Iz dynastie des Ming,un Occidental
nommé T’ang Yak-mang [Tang Ruowang,that is Schall] fit une
carle céleste et terrcstre sur huit feuilles, Cette carte fut imp -
rimée et montée sur paravent, puisiniroduite an paysde 1'Est
(Corée},” (pp. 434-438). Debergh concludes: “L’original de
I’oeuvre du P, Schall qui constitue ce chainon post-riccien
n’a pas encore pu etre retrouvé, Mais, grace a la copie coréenne
d'Osaka, et aux allusions textuelles, nous pouvens recomstit-
ner la carte du P, Schall”(p, 447).

See Pasquale D’Elia, 11 mappamondo cinese del padre Matteo
Ricei S.J., commentato, tradottc e annotato, Cittd del
Vaticano, 1938, p. 95. At p. 103, note 2, VElia categorically
denies the existence of Schzall’s 1628 World Map, reprinted

i

in Korea in 1708. He 5o concludes: “..-no cone ever Luought
10 consider Schall the auther of any World Map, and.- in
1628 he certainly was not in Peking, since in the summer or
autumn of 1627 he went to Sian, where he remained till ke
second half of 1630, There, he was busy wilh apostolate, not
with scientific work”, But see¢ also Debergh, op,cit, pp., 434

and 438. An hypothesis coeld be the following: twelve wood-
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en matrixes had been used 1o print the six sheets of the
widespread 1602 edition of Ricei’s map; the edges of the
twelve parts did not fit properly, and Yang might have been
under the impression that there were twelve sguares,
Italian tramslation in: D’Elia, op. «it., tables HI-1V,

N1, pp. 1200-1202. Alse quoted by Jacques Gerpet, “Chinese
and Christian Visions of the World™, im: Chinezc Science,
401880, P, 12,

Reference to Mengzi, 6A/2,

NJ, pp. 1203-1204.

Nl,p. 1204,

NI, pp. 1206 and $208-1209.

NI, p. 1209.

NI, pp. 1211-1212

This map was a sheet of ¢.64m. x I,28m,, with an internal
diameler of @, 54m, It has been ncted that “given the small
gpace available--- it was evident that--- [it] eould not represent
the true aspect of the heavens with sufficient clarity™, See
Pasquale D'Elia, “The Double Stellar Hemisphcre of Johann
Schall Von Bell 8,3, (Peking 1634)7, in: Monumenta Scrica,
18 (195G), p. 338,

See Needham,op.cit., pp. 258-254, in particular note “a”, On
the “twelvefeld series”, see Needbam, ibid,, p. 404,

See Huang Yilong, “Qingqiangi dui Zi, Shen liang xiu xianhou
¢ixu de zhengzhi-shehuitianwenxueshi zhi yi ge an yanjiu®,
in: Yang Cuilua and Huang Yilong (ed,) Jindai Zhoagguo
kejishi lunji, Taibei, 1991, pp. 71-94; Needham, op,cit,, vol,
3, p. 251; Leopeld De Sanssure, Les origines de Iastronomie
chinoise, Paris, 1930, pp. 142-148.

See Huang Yilonrg, ikid,, p. 86.

N}, pp. 1227-1229,

NI, p. 1238.
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The 12 menlhs of the Lropical yeur (qi) were divided intu
24 forinights. of which 12 were “gi-centres” (zhongyi’ and
12 werz *yi-nedes” (jieni). See Needhare, op. cit,, p. 1M,
See Derk Bodde, “The €hinese Cosmic Magic Known as
Watchiny far the Fihers™in: Studia Serica Bernlard Karlgren
Dedicata. Copenhagen. 14659, pp. 14-35.

See Bodde, ibid.. pp. 32 3L where are reported two failed
altempts to re. establish the houi system atl the end of the
Ming dynasty, respectively in 1539 and in 1581 82.

NI, p. 1194,

EDY, pp. 1160-1170.

(Hngzshigao, ‘nan 979, liejnan 59,

A mountain in Lke soatdh western part of Henan province, new
Luoyang, famoeus for itx bamboeo which is suttable for mdaking
pitchpipes, Because of this it was knewn as the "Moumain of
the Pilelipipes” (iiguan shan), See Zang Lihe (ed. ). Zhonggne
gujin diming da cidian, Belling, 1931, p. 542,

Accordiag to the district revoids of Ev'an (Lu'an fuzhid, =
district ¢orrespondind to the presentday Changezi district, in
the province of Shanxi, the mountain was well known for the
Production of bluck mille:, During the reign of Jialing of
the Ming dynasty (1521-15663. thiz hlack millet was unzed to
regulate the pitch of Lhe pitchpipes. Shangdang s Lhe ancient
name ol the region, See Zang Libe, op.eit,. pp. 4733331176
Cerreﬁiponding to presentday Qingvang, in northern Henar,
north of Luoyang, See Zang Lihe, op.cit, po 513
Qineshigao, juan 272, liejuan 59, biography of Yang Guangxian
(Zhonghea Shuju editien, Betjing, 1977.vol, 33.p. 10023).
Qingshigao, op. cit,, p. 10023,

20th day of ihe 7ib moently of the Bth yoar of Kangxi,

See pp, 122-123 of the collection Xichao ding'an, in: Wu

Xiangxiang (ed, >, Tianzhujizo dongchuan wenxian, Taibei,
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See¢ Huang Yilong, ~Yesuhuishi dui Zhoengguo chuantong
xingzhan shushu de 2idu”, in: Jiuzhow xuekan, 4 21991 3,
Pp. 2-23.

Huang Yilong points onl that ang did not think ihat Prince
Rong's case would have such zerious consequences, Yang
himzelf zaid: *Foriunately (his diviralion was used (o bury
a pricce only a few months old, Had it been vsed for a=n-
official Louschold, there world Le no way to express Lhe
harm doner™; this means that he ithought the rase was not
so  serions, See Huang Yilong, “Selections of Auspicious
Dates---"op.eit,, p. 265,

BDY, p. 1300,

A rare praise of Yang's dJenial of the spherical shape of the
Earth was advanced by Jiao Tinghu, son of the {famous
philosopher and classicist Jiae Xun (1763-1820). See John
Henderson, *Ch’ing Scholars” Views of Western Astronomy”,
in: Harvard Journal of Asiatic Stadies, 46 (1986> 1, p. 139.
In January 1669 Yang sent a memorial to the throns, trying
his lust defence of Chinese astrencmical and culiural tradilion:
*Yeur subject humhbly thinks that the principles of ohservation
of the sturs and ol caleolation of time is the hereditary
methad of Yao and Shun, Since the throme Your Majeszty
holds 1= the throne inlberited (rom Yao and Shun, and tiae
anthority Your Majesty anjoys is the antherity handed dewn
frem Yae and Shue, then ihe calendar promulgated by Your
AMajesty should be that of Yao and Shun, Everything that Yeur
Majesty decrces I3 in aceordance with Yao and Shun, why to
behave differently for the ecalculation of limes Verbiest
believes in the (eachings of the Lord of Heaven: is it possible

to follow at the same time the doctrige of Yao and Shunp

and those of the [.ord of Heaven? Verbiest wanis to destroy
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the ustronomical instruments of Yao and Shun, replaring thens
with European instrumenis---If Lhe insiruments of Yao and
Shur are to be destroved, then also the Book ol Qdes, the
Book ef Documents, lLhe Classic of Rites and of Music, all our
literary heritage, the lawe and the institutions established
after the epoch of Yao and Shun are to be destroyedy® Tra-
nslaled in Serafin Couvrer, Choix de Documents, Ho-kien-(u,
1894, p. 85;Wong “China's Oppesition to Western Science.-”,

op. Cil., p. 34.
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