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Abstract

As the sub-program of Zhangzhuang Village-based research group of
the Research Center for the Chinese Social History in Shanxi University,
this paper aims to make the further research on Zhangzhuang Village of
Changzhi city in Shanxi, which was described in Fanshen written by the
American writer, William Hinton. Reviewing the history of dissemination
and development of Catholicism in Zhangzhuang Village, esp. the series
of religious changes during the Liberation of China, this paper takes the
state of Catholic belief as the starting point to reflect the co-relationship
between Zhangzhuang Village and China from a certain point of view.
The purpose is to explore the primitive state of religious belief in villages,
and to analyze the belief crisis which was caused by the alternation of
village authority and village order after the intervention of state power,
reform and rebuilding of religious belief in villages executed by the state.
Through examining the role that Catholicism played in social life and
regulation operation in Zhangzhuang Village, it is meaningful to reveal
that how the religion, as a certain cultural ideology, goes in quest of its
own position during the process of interaction between central and local
authorities.

The body firstly introduces the dissemination and development of
Catholicism in Shanxi, esp. in the southeastern of Shanxi province;
secondly makes introduction of the geographic and historical
surroundings of Catholic belief of Zhangzhuang Village; then traces the
history of Zhangzhuang Village from available literature materials so that
the religious belief in Zhangzhuang Village can be analyzed within a long
stage, meanwhile, the paper simply combs the way of Catholicism
dissemination in Zhangzhuang Village; lastly, the paper introduces the
state of Catholic belief in Zhangzhuang Village from the period of
establishment of Catholic Church to the period of completion of the



socialism reform. Based on the document of Zhangzhuang Village and the
description of Catholicism in Fanshen and Shenfan, which were written
by William Hinton, the thesis explores the prosperity and decline of
Catholicism in Zhangzhuang Village from 1916 to 1958. At the same time,
it also investigates how the different power that on behalf of various
classes and interest groups struggled with each other and what roles the
Catholic church played.

In the end, the paper concludes characteristics and patterns of
Catholic belief in Zhangzhuang Village on the basis of inspection of the
state of Catholic belief there. Hence, the paper finds out how the
Catholicism can still survive in Zhangzhuang Village after experiencing
different historical periods, meanwhile, guided by national religious
policy, how it can not only continuously adjust and improve itself but also
eliminate negative elements and effect to become more localized and

secularized so that gradually fit in with the state policy.

Key words: Catholicism; Zhangzhuang village; Religious belief
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