
中文摘要

    本文昭示由于奥康纳出生于天主教家庭，信仰天主教，并且以刻画人物由

认识罪恶到寻求救赎的历程为小说的内容，因此评论家对于奥康纳的作品的宗

教意图见解不一。

    然而在作者看来，宗教，换言之，天主教不过是奥康纳小说浓厚的后现代

主义色彩的外衣，其小说与后现代主义一样没有一个明确、清晰的内涵，若把

其作品孤立地看作以救赎为目的的宗教小说无疑是片面的。因此本文试图从文

本出发，探讨了奥康纳的作品的后现代主义特征。本文主体部分为三章。绪论

直接从评论家对奥康纳的作品中的宗教的评论差异谈起，阐明了本文主要来分

析奥康纳的作品的后现代主义倾向，并扼要介绍了论文的要旨内核。

    第二章:本章着重分析了奥康纳的作品中反复出现的两组对立面的后现代

主义内涵:在她的作品中，善与恶、上帝与魔鬼这两组对立面中的每一对立双

方并没有绝对的标准，而且是随时颠覆变化的，也就是意义的模糊性和不确定

性。因此作者试图通过对这些对立面的考察来阐述奥康纳小说充斥着种种不确

定成分。

    第三章:本章从奥康纳的创作手法入手，特别是象征以及意象来论述其作

品是没有中心、支离破碎的。首先从奥康纳作品中象征手法出发，指出了该手

法极大削弱了以救赎为中心主题的传统观点。例如，天空和太阳象征着在其作

品中上帝的救助，帽子象征拒绝上帝的救助。然而这两种不同的象征意义的应

用在小说主人公身上却并不和谐。他们究竟是否获得救赎没有定论。作者进一

步围绕奥康纳作品中的意象，指出其有别于宗教文化中的含义。奥康纳通过机

械似的不和谐的家庭关系描绘、动物般的人物刻画、裹读上帝的描绘以及没有

生命的意象来呈现一个杂乱无章的和没有中心的世界。最后作者着重分析奥康

纳作品中否定式的语法结构。通过该结构和话语的游戏化，奥康纳试图把人物

困在充满不确定性的语言环境中。例如，带有否定意味的连词“但是”的广泛

使用暗示人物正处于一个到处是例外和矛盾的环境中。

    第四章:本章试图探索上述矛盾和不确定性背后所隐藏的错综复杂的原因。

首先，作者赋予奥康纳与天主教作家新的关系:宗教信仰不仅不会成为障碍反

而却为作家提供创作小说所必需的深度的洞察力。接着，作者指出奥康纳的基



督教现实主义与政治性的现实主义并不遥远，于是作者将奥康纳的作品重置于

其诞生的历史语境，探讨了奥康纳的作品与二战、民权运动以及南方独特的历

史背景的内在联系，点出奥康纳是如何运用基督教现实主义凸现作品的现实色

彩.最后，鉴于现代的知识分子在支离破碎、变幻无常的社会中渴望寻找意义

和永久的事实，作者进一步考察后现代主义思潮、存在主义及怀疑主义等哲学

思想对奥康纳的影响，展现了人物是如何想尽办法消除由于疏远而导致的种种

症状。

    因此作者从文本出发，探讨了奥康纳的作品的后现代主义倾向以及容易被

人忽视的历史和政治的一面。本文最后得出结论:奥康纳的小说虽然长期以来

划归为宗教小说，但是，事实上其作品以对后现代主义的关注和意义的不确定

性而引人瞩目.

关键词 :天主教;善/恶;上帝/魔鬼:象征主义;意象;基督教现实主义;后

现代主义



AbstraCt

  Flann eryo，ConnorisanAJ11ericanshortstorywriter，noveIi氏andessayist.Slnce

0，ConnorhadidentifiedherbeliefinCathoIicismaswel1asherPrcoccuPationwith

religiousconcerns，abe幼lderingassortI11entofinteI’Pretat1onswithregardtoreligion

硕se.Nevertheless，theauthorpositsthatitismore thanredemPtion.Amorecritical

readercanreadilydiscoverseveralPassagesinherworbinwhichthetexts而ssPeak

anddismantlethemselves.

  丁七isPaperconsistingoffive chaPtersProP0sestomakean attemPtata

reinterpretationofo，Connor，sworks intermsofPostmode而sm丘旧n江es.Toass山me

thatherworkismere1yamonologueonredemPtionistoseeitoulyinPart， toignore

much ofitsme田Ilng.Religion，orrather，CatholicismisaPeculiarWayofher

constrUctingstorieswith thePurposeofsho铂ngo，Conno r，spenchantfor

pOstmoderDlsm.

  Firstofall，theauthorilluO11natesthatthelnlentlonof认听ting面sPaPerisforthe

reinterpretationofo，Connor，sstoriesand面tiatesherposOnoden五smconcerns

escapedfromthehorizonsofcritic，sattention.

    Then，tw0Pairsof0PPositesare discussed:good/evll&god/devilTheauthor

PoinisoutthatthetwosidesofeachPairare inco创比sionasthestorydevelops·In

0，Connor，snun d，goodsomet汕esm盯beevilandviceverse.0，COImo revengoesa

steP允川lerbyundermi苗ngthe o到五odoxbin娜 oppositionbecausesheobscure sthe

bound卿 ofeachset.

  Forinstance，inAGOod五勿nlsHardtoFind，the “good，，多阴dmothercallsjUSt

aboutanyoneshewantstoPleasea“agOodman’，.Shebemoans，withothers，山elack

ofanyrealresPectorgoodnesshithePreseniday一PeoPlemakethiscomPlaintallthe

time.Ai thesaxnetime，shelies，andmaniPulates，即disgene司lyaPainto

everyone一shegetsherentirefamilykilled.onthe otherhan氏the“evil，，Misfit

greetedthe wholefam11yPolitelywhenhe五rstencoUnteredthem.Still，Heis

well·educatedbys盯ing“Lad又wouldyoumindcallingthemchi1drentositdownby

you?”Whenthegrandmother田从幻uncesthatsherecognlzeshercaPtor，the Misfit



“ltwouldhavebeenbetterforallofyou，lad又ifyouhadll，treckernlzedme.，，

istosay，hedoesnotintendtomurderthembutforself-ProtectionAitheendof

story， theMisfitconcludesthatthegrandmother‘初ouldhavebe即 agood
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。
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woman⋯ifithadbeensomebodythere toshoothereveryminu1eofherlife.，，Or

ratIler，peoPlemustliveasthoughthereissomebodytheretoshootthemeveryminute

torealizetheiresseniialdisPlacementaDdthe 加tilityofhilmanactionstoremedythe

sitUation.L议ewise，GodisdePicted初thoutcomPassionino，Connor，sworks such

as介e巧olentBearltA”，Q夕·丁七ePresenceofthe defectivechi1dnamedBish叩

访troducesattheheaI’tofthe sto叮anabidingtheologicaiparadox.Tbevroblem of

reconcilingGod，smercy侧ththesPectacleofthedamagedcreal泊reisone thathas

longoccuPiedthecritics，attention.Late几whenYOung予盯watertakesthe roleof

Pr叩het，he斌estobaPtizethedefectivechil氏butyoung于叮water而tiallyintendsto

kill，nottosave，thechild.Durlnghisstayinto认，lhehasnum erous0PPortu苗tiesto

baptizeBlsh0P;butthe devilalwaysholdshimback.Therefore，0，Connor seemsto

韶kbylmPlication:ifGodrejectsthereta闭edBish叩，wbyshouldheloveus?

  Later，theperversesymbolsaroUndwhichshestrUctu此dherworks眼preseOted.

Theuseofthe samesymboldi月七rsfromonecbaractertoanother.Inaddilio残the

me团山ngofthe s抑bolisinconslstent.Furtllermore，the authorPostUlatesthatthe

油ages月ikehers帅bolsandstyle，become1nsteadantitheticalinmeanm gforthe

majorityofthe CatholicandChristiancul认叮alc0llnn 画ty.0’Connor，sworld is

peOPledwithherautoeraticlmagesofdishannonyinfami1yrelationsbiPs，annn allstic

Portraitsofh切叮即ity.blasPhemousandsacrilegiousportrayals，andin田止mate玩ages.

TheauthorintroduceslhatO，Connor 、attemPttocoImectthenatrira1withthe

suPemah叮alismin面a1izedbyheruseoflinagesthatreceivelittle油PactstruCn叮ally.

Theauth0raisoobservesthatalthoughO’CoImor mayexPectthatthe 汕agesintexts

wtllevokeassociations初thGodandreligion，the lntendedforeeis而tigateddueto

herchoiceoflifelessmaterialsandobjects，the landscaPe曲age的dthe汕ageryof

death anddestl”ctlonbyex田叮Iningherstories.Ailast，the granu刀arof朋gation

comesunderscrutiny.下比。ughgramm aticalstIucturesandwordPlay O’C皿 。

encaseshercharactersinan o体cenierlanguageenv加nxnent.Forex田刀Ple，the
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negativecoordinateconjunctlon“but，，subtlyin甲liesan environment where

excePtionsorcontradictionsflo丽sh.

  Finall叭theintertwinedhiddenreasonsforthementioneddisCrePancies诚llbe

discussedandeXPlored.First，theauthorendeavorstoshed anew light on

0，Connor，srelationswiththeCatholic，汀lter.ltissaidthatbeliefinC颐stiandogma

isahindraneetoawr1ter，buto’CoImorhavefoundnothingfortherfromthetIuth.

Actua11y，itfreesthestorytellertoobserve.Belief，inherview，waSaninstrument for

‘，Penetratingreality，，，notformoldingl七叻dthe Cal山olicnovelwas nothiDgmore or

lessthanoneinwhichthe truthasC而stians knowithasbeenusedasalight tosee

theworidby. Evenacausalreadermustbecomea、valeofthese“addedd加ensions，，

inherwork.⋯Second，theauthorill切minatestheconnectionsbetweeno，Connorand

Christianrealism.ChristianreaiismandPolitical“realism，，wereneverfaraPartinthe

years follo沙 gWOrld认/arH.As aconsequence，the author，sSPecialattentlonis

devotedtothe Pos。四artexts，the Ci司 几ghtsMovemeniandthe southduri血9

0，Colmor，st加e.ThisPaI’t analysesandrevealshowthe realhistoricalevents

comnu tforaylntoo，Connor，screations.Ai laS仁giventhe factthatmodem

intellectL坦lsstruggleforsi脚ficanceandPermanenceinaworldofalienat1on，

云agmentationandtransience，0，Conn ordoesdevelOPthemesrelatedtoPhi10soPhies，

inpartlcular，postmode而sm，existentlalisTn and苗hillsm.AgajnstsuchabackdroP，

theauthorunearthsthesymPtomsofhercharacterssu月七石ngfromaiienationandtheir

waysofovercommgit.

  As aresult，thePaperattemPtstoreflecttheuncertaintyandfragmeD七欲ionof

0，Connor，sworks，touncoverthe textua1blindsPotswhichhave escaPedfromthe

critics，attentionforalongtimeandthr0wanewlightupontheunders切叮dingofher

works.Infinalanalysis，w】latgivesFlanneryo，Conno r，sworkadePthnotfoUndin

manyv汀认erswhodealwiththes别.esOrt ofmaterialishetviewofthemodemworld

丘。mthestan即ointofPhilosoPbyandtheology.

KeyWOrds:Cal山olicism;即odlevil&即d/devil;symbolism;而昭e;Christian
realism;postmoden五sm;
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ChaPteronelntroduction

ChaPteronelntroduction

    Flanne ryo，Connorwas anA111ericanshortstorywriter， novelist，andessayistA

ROmanCatholicfromthe BibleBelt，sheliberallyl即edherfictionwithmaterialfrom

eachofthesereligiousbackgroundstoereatea画que，highlyPersonalvision.Thoughshe

diedofluPusattheageof39，0，Connor，sbooks、vonwideaccl咖 dunngherlifetime.

Shewonanumberofhonors，including吐ireeo.He功甲五邝tPrizesandtheNationalBook

Award for八eComPlete及ories.Herpubhshedwritingsinclude幻刃onovels:环飞，eBI0od

and爪evi口lentBearltAw即;shortstorycollections:AGo口d人fanls石触rdtoFi月试

乃吧。夕伪ing 介atRises几佃占tCo爪℃rge，and仆。ComPletestories;and州知teryand

人白刀ners:Occasionalprose，edited场Sally叨dRObertFitZgeml氏and爪eHabitof

Be王ng，editedbyRobertFitsgerald诚thallberletterspreserved.

    AccordingtoRobertE.Golden，theforemostissue ino，Conno rcriticismis‘劝e

relationbetweeno，Connor，sstatedreligiousintentandthereal1ZaU0nofthatintent初th匕

也e五ction一1几ereappearedoveryearsv颐ous critical脚叩sofo，connorcriticism.

SomeseemtodenytherealiZat1on oftheologicalintent.Some considero，Conn or，5

outlooktobeorthodoxlyCatholic.Somequesti皿whethero，Connor，sintentisactUally

religious;suchcriticssomet面esevenassertthato，Connor，sartis甸isdemonic.

    In1962，JohnHawkesstatedinFI口nne尽0，COnnor兮刀‘1叮2:ifthe elementsof

Flanneryo，Connor，sfictioncouldbereferredpointforpointtotheestabl1shedPnnciPles

ofaknown orthodoxy，thenmanyofthe加ag1nat1vebeaut1esandtenSionsofherfiedon

woulddisaPPear.Butthisisnotthecase.Theveryrevivalistorcircuit.PreacherProtestant

worldofherfiction，侧thitsimprobablecombinationofreligiousfaithandeccen苗

accountsinl哗ePartforthewayhiwhich‘、川山own coUnt卿，，即d“actuality，，are

balancedinher、vork.

    hil964，TedR.SPiveysaidinFla刀ne砂0’Connor含巧洲夕ofGoda”d人如刀山以山。se

whoseethatitisnecessaIy forthemodem认的tertodealwiththedecayofourtimesoften

donotunders往田dthatwbatgivesFlanne理0，Connor，sworkadepthnotfoundinmany

，C即tiy，Marshall，Bruce.月口朋e尽。，co朋or命了心俪oftheG用tes，ue，JacksonandLondon:UniversitypreSSof
Mississi即1，19肠.夕



ThePostlnodemism Cat】lolic一aReinterprcta石onofo，Connor，sstories

v厅nerswhodeal幼ththesa111esortofmaterialisherviewofthemodem、vorldfromthe

standpointofphilosophyandtheolog丫Here，the丽torpointedoutthedi价reneebe七四een

0，Connorandotherwriters.

    In 1970，Granville珑cks，初thjackAlan Robbins，intheirLit6raryllorizons:A

QuarterCeoturyofAmerican月ctionn剐rTatedthatofalltheyOungwritersofPro而sein

thePos幻刀arPeriod，noneseemstoh汕 moreextraordln田了thanFlanneryo，Connor.

MoreoVer，inlookingthereviewsove几henoticesthatatdi月七rentpointshehas described

Misso，ConnorascomPassionateandaslacldngincomPassionHebelievestbat

comPassionwasnotamongMisso，Connor，smanyvirtUes.She、vasmoreconcemed诚th

unders往口dingthetrilthaboutpeoPlethaninfeel吨 sorryforthem.

    玩1970，JosePhineHendininher几e环勺rldof川annery o’Connorstatedthatto

assumethatMisso，Connor，sworkismerelyamono1ogueonredemPt10nistoseeitOuly

inpaI’t， toignoremuchofitsmeanm gs，andtolosesightofthebelieverbehindthebelief.

Itm盯have been theoIilyandPerbaPsunconsciouswayshecouldexPressallthe

contradictions俪thinherFu川lermore，0，Connorconsistent1yexPressesherthemesas

codictsorembodiesthemin加agesof0PPosites.All herheroesaltematebe七刀eenthe

5翻ePeculiar，a1mostcontradictoryforces:emotional death andviolence，con加slonand

certainty，detachmentfromhumanc。川actanddominationbyit.

    Inl972，JaneCarterKellersaidin乃eFi卯resofthe五’n护iricistandtheRationalist

inthe FicttonofFla月ne尽0’Connor:Flanneryo，ConnorwasaPassionatecriticofher

age.As anorthodoxandardent RomanticCatholic，sheviewedtheessentiallygodiess

conditionofmoderntimes韶anathemaandthe secularsocietyasdo0medtodeprav1tyby

itsown wrongheadedrefusaito recog山zethe tl刀thofGodandtofollowGod，5

cornmandments.ShewasParticularlycriticaiofthesecularnotionthatmencandefme

moralabsolutesforthemselves.SomeofMisso，Connor，sbestwritingblazes初ththe

forceofherdesiretomakesocietylookattherea11tythatittriestoigDoreandtodestroy

men’sillusionsandpretensesaboutthemselvesandtheirt1mesbyexposing thenaked

七u山.SuchacOnfrontat1onwithtruthisallthatcansave thewor1dinFlannery0，Connor，5

vie代汕dtothisendshe初shedtoPersuadeherreaderstosharehercriticai attitode·

    Inl973，Presto介M.Bro，八ung，Jr.hadhis加okF抽刀neryo’ConnorandtheDem胡ic



ChaPteronelntroduction

Publ1shedHethoughtthePeculiarinsi郎iaofFlanneryo，Connor，sstorieswas theshock

ofevil.Bymeans oftheevilanassaultismadeuPonthePsycheoftheProtagonist(and

henceuPonthatofreader)，the1ntentbeingtotearawaytheProtectingIayersofmora1ism

andrationaliZation，revealingtherebythe sP试toalmalaiseandcorrUPt1onwh1chinfests

theunconscious

    Inl975，RObertMildersaidin几eProtestantismofFlanne口0℃dnnor:belief，in

0，Connor，sview，was aninstrUn1entforPenetratingreality， notfo:moldingit，andthe

Catholicnovel、即asnothingmoreorlessthanoneinwhichthe truthasC丽stiansknowit

hasbeenusedasalight toseetheworidby. hiadditio氏theCatholic节厅iterenjoyedan

inestimab1eadvantageoverthesecularv江iter，whoskePticalofanyabsoluteorder，fe1t

calleduPontocreate oneinhis fictionSecure inhisfa1ththatthe unlverseismeaningfu1，

theCatholic叭厅iterwasfreetoobserve andrefiecthisworldunburdenedbythe moral

resPonsibilitiesoftheunbeliever’

    In l976，PatriciaD.MaidanarratedinLightandEnIightenment加月dnnery

0’COnnor含介tionthatvisionfi川ctionsasthe dynanllcPrinciPleinFI姗ery o，Connor，5

fiction.Fromherfirstnovel)科左eBIOodthrough几。廊lenlBearltAw叭andinboth

collectionsofshortstories，0，ConnorPortrayscharacterswh0are morallyblind.Her

PeoPleProjecttheirtI’Ueselvesthr0ughthePhysicalqualitiesoftheireyes一吐加ughcolor，

shapeandintensity.AndtheirPereePtionoftheworldiscontr0lledbytheir1iInjtedPowers

ofsight.TbereaderenteYSthe worldthrough伽 eyesof阮 比肚aCters，exPeriencing 皿

environlnenifraught 诩thextraordinarysignshitheformofnatr叮allmagery.Amongthe

recurring加agesattiaddo而nates:the treeline，the sun，andthe colorPIJ印le.Essentially，

thetreel访esuggestsade1ineationbetWeentheknown andthe u川mown;thesunrefleCts

11ghtorenlightenmeni;andthe colorPurPleindicatesbruising andPain Butonthe

metaPhysicailevel，面striadrePresentsanexistentialawarene ssandasP沉tua1Process.

    Theyear1980saw RObertColes，sbookFIQ”ne即0’COnnor含SOuth inw瓦chhe

suggestedthataquitePowed七landdistinctivevoiceisfoundin o，Connor，5

works一sPeakingaboutman andGod，thesouthandtwentieth一entoryAmerica，our

叨ltureandourvalues，初than inielligence，ashrewdness，ahardskePticism andan

un外eldingreligious 一佃th让坦t.are collectivelyraxeindeed alnong themthosedays.



ThePostnlodernismCatbollc一aReinlerpretationofo，Connor，sstories

Moreover，heindicatedthato，Connorwas skePticalab0utthe possibilitiesofhuman

naiure，distI’Ustfulofanyage，sorsocialorder，sshowy self-co顽dence，andinclinedto

satirizethepresent，wlljledoubtingthePro而sesofthosewholooktoanewldndof

允ture.

    hi2002，He川叹T.Edmondson lll statedinRet“r”toGOodandEvil:不Zdnne尽

0’COnnor兮Re印onseto灿hilismthato，Connor，sinterestslieinideniifyingandrefuting

thecu1tura1infiuenceofnihilismgener allyunderstoodandofferingaremedytoaworld

raPidlyfalling underitssPell.

    丁七us，westerncrit1csuPtonowhaveconsistentlyaddressedtothe basicissuesin

0，Connor，sworkS EveniftheyPointedoutthatthe画quenessofo，Conn or，sworks lies

inherviewofthemodemworldfrOmthestandPointoftheolo盯andphilosophy苗hilism，

butitis1nsufficient ininterpretingberstories.0，Connor、sfictioncannotbeexPlainedby

herCatholicismaloneaswellRal山er，her fictionisdistingu1shedfOrthe血ce由面tyof

mean」ngrelatedtoPostlnoden五sm.

    Posti刀ode而灿isusedtodescribethellter脚Phenomeno nthattookPI‘einthelate

1950sanddevelopsinthel960sto80sandbeyOnd.P心osoPhically，e石stentlallsm，which

attaineditszenithfol1owingthe disenchantInentsofWV/l1，isthe m咖 PhilosoPhythat

exercisedagreat五1月ueneeonPostmodentistwiiters.Socially，thelate l950sand60swaS

an ageof tumultandchange.Intalkingaboutthe caU旧esfor the erOergenceof

Postmode而sm，we cannotoveriookthemodern 1inguistictheories，esPeeially，the

Posts如c奴理allsts，，whichexerciseinfluenc esonPostmodernists.

    CenieringuPonsuchkeytermsasPos七noden五smandfragmentation，the main body

ofthisthesisisdividedinto3PartstodiscemthatherPostInodemismPrOPensityishidden

beneathherCatholicismbeliefs.

    ChaPterZfocusesuPon七刀osetsofoPPosites:good/evilandgod/devillnthisPart，

bydiscussingtheoPposites，the authorPointsoutthato，Connorappearstoundennlnethe

枉aditionalbln田了oppositions，even仙而ngthemuPsidedown.Inotherwords，it，shardto

tellgoodfromevilingivenclrc切mstances.Meanwhile，诵550，Connordoesn，tbelievein

God，sbenevolence.There isno justicein theworld.0，Couno r，sfictions l派

postmoderl幼smare ‘。迁七eDterand一con九sed.ThethirdchaPteristounln askthe



Ch即tcronelntroduction

self-contradictorywritingdevicesin0，Connor，sworkS TheDeconstl刀ctlvecritic，Joho

Miller，oncePointedouttheinescaPab1eessenceofalltexts:“acovertdePendenceon

catachresis，thisfigurat1venanun gofthatwbichhaSnonam e.11llsdePendencesubverts

reasonedcoherencebecauseaiIfigUrat1ve devicescombine disparatecategoriesand

thereforeannu】boththePnnciPleofcontradiction即dtheassociatedsystem ofblnaJ了

oppositions thatmakesrationalorderpossible一ZNevertheless，0，connorgoesastep

伪dherthanMillersincesheevendismantlessuchtermasbin脚 oPPosition.Tberefore，

thedi印肚ates帅bols，油ageandthegame一likegr印叮marofnegationare closely

scrutinizedin面sPar’t.Ch叩ter4isdesignedtoexPo皿dthepossiblehiddenreasonsfor

themassivecontradictions.First，theauthorendcavorstobringtherelationshiPbe七刃een

0，Connorandthe Catholicwriterintos1ght.Second，the authorattemPtstodiscloseher

fictions’relationswithworldwarn，Civil形ghtsMovc山eniandsouthwithinthecontext·

Finally，againstthe ch明ticexistenceofmodemman，the 洲Lthorill切叮in别比50，ConnLOr，5

访volverQentwithPhilosoPhiessuchasPostmoden五sm，如stentialismandnihilism.

ZGangZb峡脚e川祖功。川.，肠tem 珑。r犯5，sh叨沙‘Foreignl刀llguage印u.只2001，P213
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ThePostlllodernismCatholic一aReinterpretationofo，Connor，sstories

ChaPter飞从了oThePostmodernismDimension

ofTWosetsof0PPosites:Good瓜vil
andG0d/Devil

2。lLaCk0fClearDemarcati0nLinebctweenGoodandEvil

    ThePeculiarinsig苗aofFlanneryo，Connor，sstoriesisthe shockofevil，bymeansof

whichanassaultismadeuPonthePsycheoftheProtagonistandhence叩onthatofreader，

theintenibeingtotearawaytheProtectinglayersofm0ra1ismandn欲lonaliZati叽

revealingtherebythesP试tua1malaiseandconuPtionwh1chinfects theunconscious.⋯

Certaino，Connorstoriesdramatize thewaxbetween theforcesofgoodand

evil一dePictingethicaldualitiesthatdefinenoto川ythe Pain ofbeingdividedintemally

between而ndandbody，butalsoPai创山lcontradictionsinsocietyandthewor1d.

  丁七estoriesin面sgro叩，then，are concemed幼thm朋肠nd，sdestlu比vewilland

11而tedPercePtions regard1ngPhysicallife.0，Connor ，5山叮kviewofbuman will

developedfromherCatholicism，adarkviewintensifiedbythe Caiv加smofA」11erican

romanceandsouthem protestantism一allsupportingnotions thatman is1Imaie1y

dePraved一incaPab1eofvirtUousact1oninaworldthat勿itsverynaturePromotesevil.

W】len consideringo，Connor，5“sume rs，，andthosewhofailtoPerceivethe divine

potentlalinthephysicalworid，weought toremember，however，thatshe definessinasa

“suffering，with，，.认、以some readerssee asc州calanddistorted朴 of恤叨anlife，

0，ConnorseesashonestrePreseniations一howeverexaggeratedandsymbolic一ofhuman

su月七ringandsinrePressedbythecomm 画tyinordertoassuagethe gUiltofindividua1

members.

  AGood人勿njs石公rdtoFi”dPreciselyPresents theworstofo，Connor，stragic

events-一 eextenninationofanenti代几mily.Theco耐ving歹andmother吐止eatens her

伪mlly州ththe一news thatiftheyproceed和lththeirP】anstheywillbeheadinginthepath

                                                                  6



        Cha协erl、气oThePostn1odcmismDimensionofTwoSetsof0Pposites:GoodjEv瓦landGodZDevil

ofanesc即eefromfedera1Ptison，TheMisfit.HerobstinacyaboutgoingtoTennesseeis

sogreatthatsheconvincesherselfandthe丘田11lythattheTennesseePlantationshe recalls

frombergirlhoodisnearby一whenacluallythefamilyis如v运gU廿oughtheGeorgia

countryside.Sheconv incesher son，Bailer，tofellowherdirectionsbyriling即the

childrenovernonexistenisecretPanelstheyhOPetodiscoverhitheoldhouse.Startledby

herrecollectionthatthehousesheseeksisinTennessee田ldnotGeorgia，shetiPsher

basket，holdingthecatshehassmuggledaboard againstherson，5诚shes.Thecatthen

j切mPsontheh别rriedfather，sshou】dersandcausesanaccident，therebyPlacing the whole

伪功jlyinaVUlnerableposition认七en止ecarloadofcriminalsbappens即onthesceneof

theaccidentwithoutmuchado，the ti甘ee昭entsofevi1Proeeedtoexterr苗natetheir

victha s.

    0，ConnorPresentsthereaderwithatheologylesson:atthebeginningofthe storythe

『朋dmotheristotaUyPreocc即iedwithwhatshe‘‘wants.，，othereventsgoontoshowus

theseshallow travelers，PeoPlewho眼 the embod汕ents oftheself-interested，

materialisticsociety thataroseinthewakeofWoridWar.0，Connorseemstobeteachlng

也以inthe而dstoflifewe are indeath.Buttowardthe endofthestory，也egrandmotherls

momeniofdeath soclarifiesthe me田旧ngofhfethatthe grandmotherforgetswhatshe

‘‘wants，，andreachesouttoinclude“TheMlsfit，，asone ofherchildren.

      Now，heisdefinedbyhisadversarials切旧cetowardthe worldanditswisdom.L让e

thechild，Jobnwesley，whoisdesPeratetooPenthesecretPane1inthefireP1ace ofthe

grandmother，smythicalwhitemansion(‘，nottelling the七刀thbut诫shingthatshewere，，)，

The肠sfitwanttomakeexPerienceintellig1b1e.HewantstoactU目lysee，hear，taste，

touch;heneedsliteralProofofthingsandideas.

    HehasadePthofexPerience asshowninhislistingofoccuPations一gosPelsinging，

undertaking，plo初ng“MotherEarth，，，beinginatomado，seeingaman b切rntanda

womanfiogged一山atgoesfarbeyOndthebanalexPerienceofhisvictims.Sensitiveand

PSychotic，hehasthesPiritualinsight toreco咖zethattruebeliefthrows “everythingoff

balance，，3，justaswe，thereaders，arethrownoffb目ancebywhatweseehaPpen.First，

wesee面sfamilydriveoutofasettledhumanenvlrOnmentwhichbringsthem俪eto

3Flanne，0℃。目norco左eCte‘肠月比:才G耐油n，s石七心to月月d，几cub明 or枷州叭1988，plsl
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facewiUlthe beautyandstran罗nessofGod，screatedworld，wherethemeanestofthe

treessParkle.YetinthisEd雨cn曲理alenvironment，agestureofinclusionregisterslike

thetouchofasnakealldcon1PelsThe诵sfittoshootanoldwoman.0，Connorletsthe

childrenreiteratetheirown del1ghtinhavinghadanACCIDENTPreciselybecause，one

susPects，shewouldhaveusunders如ldthattherearenoaccidentsinGod，sPlan.

    Wemaywonderisthemurderofthegrandmotherandherfami1yaPre1udetoThe

Misfit，seventUalsalvatio几aso，Connormayhint，oristhesto汀avisionofaworid

withoutredemPtivePossibilities?PethaPso，Connorwouldagreethatthe“silverstallion

embossedonthe frontof，theredsweatshirtwombyoneofTheMisfit，shenchlnenisa

mass一arketedreP1icaofthePalehorseonwhichDeath sitsinthebookofReveIatio氏the

Christian，sult汕ate sourceofmystical s丫mbolsopentomultiPleandmutUally

contradlctoryinterpretations.0，Conno 护sstory，1议ethe Bibleitseif，l让eallreligious

exPerience，defiesPatanalysisandfortoday，sreaders(consciouslyPost一modemornot)

remainsoPentolnterpretatlon.Greatart，1正ethePost一moden五st，sreallty，“isnoteasily

orgamze d恤。。比erent斗stems，月.A刀dneitherare止e‘，硕eties。rrehgiousexpenence ，，

thatthePhi1osoPherWilliamJamesdsscribed.

    Tbegrandmother，sdeveloPment culminateswhenshe feelss”叮Pathyfor the

murdererjustbeforeherdeath.TllissymPathyisaPositivevalue，eventhoughherges奴甘e

ofloveisbrUta11yrejectedwhentheklllershoOtstheoIdwomanpointb1al】k.We condenm

丁七eMisfit，sPerverse初11，butseehisrelation totheseif-assert1vegra11dmother. Tbe

Misfitlepresenisthegrandmother，5初11允Inessma翻fiedtothemostextremede笋e

Possible.ThisstoryisastUdyofbumanwillandtheneedtocontro如verpower othersin

thePhyslcalworid.

  0urfirstunPressionscenteronthe grandmother，sPower tomanjPulateberfami】yand

underlyingthe obviousfocusontheoldmaltr1arch，there isasubt】efocusonthe body，5

physicaineeds，esPeciallyforfood.

  址othero’cormor，sstories，charac terssu月七rhUnger，signi厅ing spiritu川loDging(for

exaJ卫Ple，ParkerinP劝r肋;兮刀口‘k)，butinthisstory，cbaracters are cons1ant1ysatisfying

theirhunger.ThemotherfeedsthebabyattheSta时ofthejo切mey.Justpasttheoutskirisof

弓P叨150氏M。朋代suzan e.厂细月脱理口，co朋oPA&“劝户of服sh酬月“才‘n，NO“如Dakota:孙玛.cPublish叭1988，
PI69



广h，，terl切oTh ePostn1odemismDimension ofTwoSetsofO GoodlE，1】andGodlDevil

thecity，the childrelleatlunch，andthegrandmothereatsaPeanut.butters叨dwich.Then

shetellsastoryaboutaformerbe叽 N仓.Teagarden(吮ea，’/“eat’，)，whooncebrought h盯a

watennelonwithhisinitials，E.A.T.，c田，edon

NegroboywhenhePassedthePorchwbereher

it.Themelon，sheexPI妙 ，waseatenbya

sultorhadleftitandinterpretedthe 而tials

aslicensetoindulgehisaPPetite.丁bcwatermelonofcourseisassociatedinslang俪th

Pregnanc多Moreover，theeatingofthisfothiddenfruitalludestoEden.Thefocuson

eating，preg力ancy，andthe lossof妙 cence suggestsacert面nqueasinessaboutthe

户ysicalworldandPr叩aresusforthemurders.AfailuretodsveloPb盯ondPhysical

needsand初shesresultsinhumanbeings“devoU比ing，，oneanother

  L议esomanyo，Connormotherfigures，thegrandlnotherhasun面nkinglyacquired

materialisticva1uesoftheAmericancolnl11ereializedcu11ure.Sheisdressed“fittoklll，，in

adresstrimm ed初thwhitelacesothat“an扣neseeingher deadonthe highwaywould

如owatonc。咖 :hewas al“y，，.50，conno :hereo俪ouslyundercuts伍eoldweman·5

materialisticvaluesandconcernforPhysical“aPPearan ces.，，h四盯sedinthe streamrather

thancontemPlatingtheendoflife，the grandmotherjudgesa“good，，m皿accordingto

suPerficial幻rst助Pressionsandmaterialisticvalues.Herformersulto几Mr.几agarden，15

goodbecause“good一looklng，，andwealthy fromhisCoca一Colastock.She咖cludes“at

once，，thatButtsisagOodmanandPresum esthatdressinguPwins notOIilyhatorsbut

al8O God，sfavor

  Themaxmer inwhichTheMisfitcoolly‘，recalls，，hisPastbut 血ilstorememberwhyhe

was lmPrisonedrevealsthatheisunaw旧丁eofhisown aggressivelinPulsesagair巧this

几山er.Herepressesanysenseof加itresultingfrom切叮esolVedoediPalconfiicts.The

grandmother，then，seesTheMisfitassomeone“几miliartoherasifshehadknown bjlll

allhislife，，.TheseaggressivelmPulsesare not“nice，，，buttheoldwomanconcludesthat

TbeMisfitis“agoodman，，whodoesnothave “comm onblood，，即dwhocomesfrom

‘而cepeople，，6一山e坛dsu比j记卯eni(Te昭arden耐Buttswere earlycandidates).

  T七egrandmot】ler，sfiatte口isineffective.Thecrlmillalexplainsthathehas“seena

功anb切旧talive，，即d“awornanflogged，，一eventspr0bablyobservedwithasdisinterested

月朋n帅 0’C0朋解Collected习勺rks:AGo叼人肠月方月口司to凡nd，TheLibre口of人m币眠19吕8，p138
E座ens比杭ler.Da币1氏八eChrOti‘hHuman ismof月Q月月e州口℃乙朋叭Dctriot:W旨”lesta妞UnivmityPress，1972，

P127



ThePos如odernismCatholic一aRcinte印relationofo，Connor，sstories

andsadisticamann erashecurrenilyexhibits.Heachievesasenseofcontro1overhisown

aggressiveimPulsesthrOughviolenceHeequatesbimselfwithChrist(Itwas the same

case初山Himas初止me，，，7)，出usco响sing山esuffererwhosacrtfic比bimself伪r阮

sakeofothers初ththei曲ictorofsufferingonothersforthe sakeofhisown Pleasure:

‘，Nopleasure butmeanness，，，JbeMisfitsaySAlthough

Unableto

oncea即sPelsinger，面sPr0Phet

ofdeathnow as an‘‘undertaker，， believein Cbllst，5

becausehe、，asnotthereatthet而eandcann otintu1tbeyondthematerialworid，T五e

Misfit眯nm讯es life butconcludes with 苗hilism.AsTheMlsfil，scbat俪ththe

『阴dmotherProgressesfrOmhisPersonalPasttothe historyofC丽sti画ty， the

Parallelismbe幻刀eenadenialofPa苗cidal lmPulses即dade正alofreligioustruthresultsin

aPoignant

murderous

】ron醉 Indeed，TheMisfitfinallystandsfortheentirehumanracereP化SSmg

unPulsesandunabletobelieveinGod.

  Finally，TheMisfit，sconcludesthatthegrandmother‘‘Wouldhavebe印 agood

woman二ifithadbeensomebodytheretoshoothereve叮minuteofherlife，，.T七e“即od

man，，ofthetitlereverberatesoffthe “goodwoman’，ofthe lastlines.Thegrandmother

wouldhavebeenagoodwoman，if.⋯Duringtheearliercourseofthestory，the term

“goodman，，isusedqulteloosely:thegr田1dInothercallsjuStaboutanyoneshewantsto

pleasea“goodman尸，Shebemoans，withothers，thelackofanyreaire印ectorgoodness

inthenresentday一peoPlemakethiscomplaintallthet1me.Aithesamet面e，she lies，叨d

m耐Pulates，andisgenerallyaPain toeveryone一shegetshereniirefamllykilled.Aithe

sam etinle，The诵sfitdoeshavesomePoints:doP画shmentsfitcrimes?认飞atls“good，，?

A刀dwhatdidjesus reallydo，exactly?

  Thetheologicaldiscussionatthe endofthe story，be幻刀eenthe 『andmotherandThe

Misfit，hasgottenalotofattentionfromcritics.Issheseriousab0uth1mbeing herchild?

Doeshereallybelieve injesugm让acles，sincehebelievesthereisnoP1easure inlife7

Religiousbeliefs，invokedoalyatamomentofdireneedarenothingl派thebeliefsthat

PeoPleliveby一oraresuddenrealiZat1onstheaCtua1crux ofreligiousbelie价Tbere而ght

notbeanydirectanswerstothesequestions，but thereisP1entyofroom fordiscussion.

    In几eL诉YouSQve五IaJJBe your凸创n，we meetMr;Shi印etandMrs.Craier.一again

，Bloo叭H肚。ld.ed.几拓幽rnc“盆ical冷绷，:Fla蒯ryo，co咖r，N洲York.NewHavenandPhiladelphi巴Cb.lsea
HousePublish哪，1986，P131
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        Ch幼terl认心ThePoStmodernismDimensionofTwoSetsof0PPosites:Good/EvilandGod/I)evil

anencounterbetweenadiabo1icalyoungmanandamother1yoldwoman “Asatanic

figure，，loomsover“the lnnocents，，，butu山让eAGood几白刀15石乞rdto月力dtheco而c

1n1Pulse1astsfromstarttoendInthisstory，0，ConnordrawsonPoPularAmericanhumo几

whichce1ebratesthe rascalandcomxn oIilyPresentsaninteractionbe幻刃een‘，thecon man，，

anu“阮gulliH。victim，，.5乳co卿licate matiershere，‘吸egull泪evic”m，，访eplly咖5

toconthe!’aSCalintoman了ingherretardeddaughter‘Althoughwearetoldthat“she bad

noteeth，，，Mrs.Craterbelongstoo，Connor，scoven ofdevouringmothers，thistlme

‘‘邝venousforson一in一law，，.Hernatureisphallic，ag笋ssive，wooden，and

unfeeling一mech耐callyCO〔n1C‘Describedasbeing “aboutthe s滋ofacedarfence

shewears“aman，sgrayhat’，.Shelivesalone诚thherhandlcappeddaughter】n ade

Po氏，，

solate

sPot，butstiIlthe motherfearlesslygreetsthevagabond，Shiftlet一because she“couldtell，

evenatadistance，，thatbeis“noone tobeafr幻d心，.0

    M全.Shiftletconverses幼thMrsCrater，andhebears ‘，nopax’ticularexPressiononhis

face.，，Shel议e诚sere印ondsautomaticallytohisPhilosoPh1calquestioningandrePea1tS

berfavoritePhrase，“That，sright，，，sooftenandinsomanydifferentcircumstancesthat

o’Connoragainint而atesallinitedhulnanresPonsel派 othercharacters认rhosPeakin

clich6s.ThesinglenessofMrs.Crater，sreSPonsesandmotivat1onsirOaicallycontrasts

withthesuggestions ofduPlicity一suggestionsrel创比rcedbythe factthatthemotherand

daughterbearthe samename(LucynellCrater)，which itseifrePeats thenotionof

emPtiness(nell，crater)T七edaughterisamereashadowofthem0ther，swill.

    ShiftletapPearsbeforeMrs.Crater，sPorchandstandssothat“hisfigureformeda

crookedcross，，.Thishandymanthenresurrects theoldwo幻Qan，sautomobileandfeels“as

ifhehadjustraisedthedead，，.Theoulylifethisantl一ChristlntendstosaVe，however，will

behisown inamateriaIisticworidwhere innocentyoungwomen are sacrificedfor

Possessions一魂hingslikeautomobiles.Shiftletmarriesthe idiotdaughtero过ybecaus ehe

wantstheoldwoman，scarandthenPr0mPtlydesertsherwhenshefallsasleePatthe

COunterofaroadsidedine〔

  Althougho，Connors盯sthat“moments[of脚c司are p哪盯edfor(bymeanyway)

sPauLson，su~e，M朴 Flan啊口，co，orA&别妙oftheshortFiction，物rthDakota 门切日ynePublish呱1988，
Pgl
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ThePostmodemismCatholic一aReinterPretationofo，Connor’sstories

by阮inten sityoftheevilcircumstances，，，10wesensenograce访面ssto巧一耐essitbe

inthesatireitself，wh1chattacksthetraditionalroleofSouthernwomanandthe idealof

“slmPle一mindednessinfemales.”Mar’thaChewnotesthat0，Connortoys诚ththePrenu se

oftheretardedwomanasgoodwifematerial.Shiftlet，however，isnotinthemarketfora

“good，，Mfe.LikeTheMisfit，Shiftlet脚。笋ssesfromgo印elsingertoundertaker.Uulike

themore眼『essiveoriminal，Shiftletdoesnotactivelydestroyhisvict硫5.Hepassively

desertsLucy’nell，failingtocare forherafterman了inghertogethermother，scar.班5

Passivityremindsusofw】〕atwesawinMrs.McIntyrewhensheallowedthedestruction

ofGuizac.Aso，ConnorPuts it，M士Shiftletis“ofthe DevilbecausenothjJ1ginhimresists

山eDevil，，.11Hispassivi妙耐 materi己ismd叩dvehimof印1‘权田Ivalues.Toall

即pearan ces，Evilwinstheday门orrather二Satan侧umpbs.ForinherwoddEvilisnotjust

anethicalconcept;itisanactiveforce，andithas anam e，Personal，Individual·

  Thereaderofo，Connor，sworks willfindherdescriPt1onsofthe concePtofevilfar

mOre c0nsPicuousthanherdiscussionsofgood厂rl五sseemstobethecaseforatleast幻刀0

reasons.Thefirstreasonisthatgood，PoI’trayedby0，Connorasnaturalanddivlnegrace

访terve苗nginhumanafl触irs，ocCU『swhereitismostneeded一一the面dst ofevi】.The

secondreasonisbroader:ifmodem civili乙吐lonistorecoverasens eofgood，itmust

recOveraswe11anapPreciationforevil.Justasonecolormaynotbe允1】yde五Dedexcept

bycontrastwithitsoPPosite，soneitherisgood创lycomPrehendedexcePtincontrastto

itsabsence.Thenovelist认7a]kerPercygoessofaI astosuggestti坦tevilmustbe

re一discoveredbefore goodisrecovered.

.Foreverythingand

HischaracterLancelot代maxks，“‘Evil，issurely

thecluetothisage二

ise诚1一12

，seitherwonderi七lorsickandno面ng

2.2LackofClearDcmarcationLinebetweenGodandDevil

Flann eryo，Connoroncesaidthatshefe】tnooneshauldattemPttoere毗 aworkas

nF舌吨e闭氏sally&Robc践Fiu名erajd比.月口月哪 口，co，叱
GirO叭 1963，P367

戈Zperc苏认旬ker，L月Ilcel叭F.mal，strausandoirO叭1977，pl38
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翻blguousasanove labo以asubjectwhlchwas “notofthegravestconeerntoyouand

everybodye1seandforme thisalwaystheconflictbetweenan

山edisbeliefinitthat、vebreatheinwiththealr ofthelimes，，

attractionfor theHolyand

ifitistluethatherPr五1〕ary

concem as awnterwas tomakedramaticallyPlausiblethiscodict，thenher

PreoccuPation初thevil，诚th初llfulPerversity，withthePhysicallyand印沉tuallytwisted

anddeformed一inshort，俪ththedemo垃c一iseasilyunderstoodsincesheaPPears tohave

aPPrehendedatrutha1mostlosttothemodern，secularmind:thattheholyandthe

demonicst田1dindialeCticalrelationtooneanother.⋯

      liisaccuratetosaythatnoA刀1ericanauthorsinceHaWthomehasmadesuch

extensiveuseofthedevil;朋ditisrelevantto recallthatwhenMiss0，Connor

comm enieduPonthe significanceofthe devilinherunderstandingofbumanreaiity，she

stated:“lwant tobecertainthatthedevilgetsidentifiedasthedevilandnottakenfOr面5

or止atpsychologic目tendenc丫，，13shewas nolessexvlicit咖ut止eroleof伽uevu访

herfiction:“IsupPose，，，shesaid，‘‘thedevilteachesmostofthelessonsthat1eadto

self-knowledge.，，lfwe fu川五errecallthatMisso，Connorreferredtothosemomentswhen

hercharactersundergoatraumaticcollaPseoftheirillusionsofrighteousnessand

seif-sufficiencyasmomentsofgrace，thedialecticandthe cohicidenceof0PPosites

referredtoearlierassumenewsign1ficance.Whichistosaythatthedevil，orthe demoulc，

seemstobenoton1yanindisPensablefeatureofthiswriter，sfictional tecbnlquebutalso

anintegra1elementofhertheologyaswell.

    God，asFlanneryo，Connorseesbimin角e而IentBearltAI引母J，isnotnotably

endowedwithcomPassion，andthisfactmaytroublesomereaders，whofeelaceI’tain1ack，

aceri苗ndryness，acertainharshness.Mostonen，thedevilvisitsthe boy，sconsciousness

asadisembodiedvoice，whispenng，肛gumg，cajol访gtolureb」nlaway加mhisheavelily

visionandeulistbiminhisown demo苗clegions.Thedevil，sinsidiousargumentsrelyon

the usualformu lasintendedtotemPtsoulsawayfromGod:heargllestbatthe notionof

resurrectionconiradictsthefactsofchemistry， thattheoldmanwas noProPhetbuta

ma山manwhoM几。teoffthe restoftheworldas‘‘wboresandasses’’andbroughtuPthe加y

forthesolePurposeofseeing thathehimselfgotaPr0Perburial.Healso inthe

13pre引onM.BrO场.IDg，Jr.，月如月巴尽口℃助nor。月dtheDe加朗Ic，purdueRe，妞代bF0undati眠1973，p29-4l
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boy，smindasusPicionofalltheoldman badtaughthim:“Howdoyouknowiftherewas

anAdamorifJesuseasedyoursitoati0n娜whenheredeemedsou?，，14

    Duringyoung毛叮water，sstayinto们，hehasnum erousopp0rtunitiestobaPtize

BishoP;butthedevilalwaysholdshimback，urgingthathehasnotyetreceivedaProPer

sign.毛江water，sgro幼nghungeris，heinsists，merelyasensation，not acailfromtheL0rd.

Dunngthe tenseePisodeinthePark，认七en毛犷wa把ra1mostrealizeshisPurposetobaPtize

thechild，thestranger0hedevilindisgulse)isatfirstsileni“asifinthe feltPresenee，he

darenotraisehisvoice.，，认飞en毛汀waterfailsofhisintentio几山evoiceaccusestheboyof

confosinga“madness初thamissio几，，Hefijrtllerinsists“TheLOIdisnot studyingabout

you，don，tknowyoue劝st，andwouldn，tdoathingaboutitifHedid.，，Later，从七en

肠p刀aterhesitatesintheboat幼thBishop，thevoiceurseshimon，hissing:“h’solilyone

dim咐tyouhavetodrown.，，

    尸几edriverwhogives毛叮wateraride inhislavender- andcream 一coloredcaris

identifiedasthe devilbyunnu stakab1esigns.T七edetailsofhisaPPearanc e(thevioleteyes

andPanamahat)matchthe earlierdescri如onofTarwater，5“伍end.，，下叮Waterbj川self

detects“somet瓦由gfamiliar’，abootthe stranger， butheisnotsurewhatitis.凡5

grandunclehassPecifically、v田力edhimtobe、，arethedevil，sove曲盯es:‘飞buare thekind

boy⋯thatdevilisalwaysgoingtobeofferingtoassiSt，to镇veyouasmokeoradr劝改ora

ride，阴dtoaskyouyourbidnis.，，hitheseductionscene，the devil，dressedinalavender

shirt，proceedsexacllyastheoldmanbadw田刀ed.丁七eboy， puffingthe u创ramlliar

cig肛etteandswi1lingtheseann gliquor，assUInesheisdiscrediting“allhisgreattmcle，5

分 飞saboutpoisonousli叫or，alIhisidiotrestrictionsaboutridingwithst脚gers一15

  认七en工叮water如allymakeshiswaytothe ch别rredhomestead，thevoiceofhis

细11lliar创end(wb0hasnowbeenrestoredto1nvisibility) acco珑IPhaeshim.Look亩gon

the searedlandscaPe，rR犷waterrecogn1zeditasthesignofthe brokencovenant.His

persistent伍endwhisPerstohimto“godown aDd往改eit⋯It’sours.We，vewonit.”Ai

thismomeni，于叮wateratlast resolvesthedilenunawhichhaS勿InhissPiritsolong.

Selzingapine bough，hesetstheforestabIazeunt1lthereis“arislngwalloffirebetween

认厄lte邝，DOroth哭月朋触侧口艺为月。or，Bo如n:Twayn‘Publish昭，1973.P100

Fla目月已，口℃。朋orco矛IeCt巴d肠月卜，劝比ib拍ryof八Jn币叽1988，P442
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hlnlandthegrinnlngPresence.Heglaredthroughthefiame田ldsawthathisadvers卿

wouldsoonbeconsurnedinaro颐ngblaze.，，

At thismoment，whenTarwatersoviolentlyrejectsthedevilandhis

temPtationS，heatlast feCe1VeSthesignhehassolongawaited.Firs仁hediscovers

sP沉tua】

thathis

ganduncle，sco印sehasnotbeenconsumedbyfire，buthasbeen givenpronerburlalby

Buford，withacrossatitshead.Next，the boyhasa笋atvisionoftheheav喇ytiirongs

feed访gontheblessedloavesandfishes，俪thhisgrandUncleintheirlnidst.Turningtothe

treeline，几户刃aterseesatreebl面nginredgoldflame;Heknowsthat‘，thiswas thefire

thatencircledD耐el，thathadraisedElijahfromtheearth，thatsPokentoMosesand

wouldintheinstant印eakto址m一16

  Thecallcomes，unnu stakableandclear;by面面ght，heisonhiswaytoto认叮purged

bytheholyflamesoflove.Heisnow，inaliteralsense，theProPbetoutofthewildemess，

ashemoves‘、oward小ed欧 city，wherethec址ldrenofGodl盯sle叩ing.”Tbrough

violence，肠工waterhasbeenrestoredtoGod;throughhisviolent message，hewillrouse

the sleePingchildrentoremembranceoftheirforgottenheaveulyheritage.

  JustasHazelMotesin肠。刀2Oodproclaimsthat‘劝eoulywaytott”thistiirough

blasPhemy，，，0，Connorseemstos盯thattheOIilywaytoHolyistbIoughthedem面c.

16Flannery口，co朋orcollected肠r七，TheLibmryofA功eri峨1988，P478
                                                                  l5
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ChaPterThreeTheSeIf-contradictory

      FigurativeDevicesandwriting

      Techniquesofo’Connor’sW6rks

      fromPostmodernismPersPective

3.ISymbolicBarrierstosalvation

    Syynbolism而ght bethoughtto川田火aretreatfromtheovertlyPoliticaiwritings

ofthe 1930s(aretreatintoahenneti。，prlvate，aestheticised 喇咐ting);butfor

0，Conno rthe syn1bolicmodebecomeaPathwaytow田月sPostinoden五sm.

Undoubtedlyo，ConnorusedsymbolismasthecoreareundwhichshestIuctiiredher

work，y七to，Connorisinsiste址 onthecontro1an authormusthaveandstatesth1s

unequivocallywhenshewrltesin“TheNatureandAimofFiction’，that

  Thenovelistmakeshiss1atementbyselection，andifheisaoygood，heselectseverywordfor

area50n，eve叮detailforareason，every incident forareason，and别厅田lgestheminacerialn

time一5叫uencerorareason户7

    Consideringthislaststatement，then，ashersenseofawrlter，sobligation，wecan

assumethato，Connor，suseof幻刀ofamllialsymbols，thesunandthehats(esPecially

由eblackhat)dohaveanintendedmeaning·

    MaryParr，inabookreview ofJ.Mitche1lMorsediscussingthe questionofJames

JoyCe，sCatholicism，makesastatement thatbearsdirecilyonF1annery0，Connor，5

useofsymbolism.She认石tes:

  St.ThomasissayingtheaCtiveinte1lectinman般cordi吧toAristot1eislikethe Iightreceived

intotheair’or，asinPIato，likethesunwhicb加mishesthelight.Inst.ThomaswegO加yond

”Fitzs咧氏sal卜&Robe氏
5如us&Girou、1963，p75

FitZg亡raldeds.月口朋e尽0’C0朋or 刀为心犯勺口月J成勿月ners，Ncw yo改:FSZrar;



                  Ch即terThreeTheself-Contradicto尽Fi四rativeDevicesandW们tingTechniquesof
                            0，Connor，sV人，rks 斤omPoslmodernism Pe。币拟ive _

comparisonint。。usal渺:theac1iveln1el1ectinmanisnot0n1y1ikethathght andthatsun but

而sintelleCt inmaniscaused byGodasarethelightandthesun.ltisnot“GodHimself，;itis

somethinginman;itisthePowerofunderstanding;itisman，sdivini娜Joyceknewthis.Hisartis

anattempttolifttheshadowthatmanhascast的outhisownactive访tellect户.

  0，Connor，sart，however，makeslittleattemPttoli且山atshadow.Infact，her

symbolictreatmentseems astrategyintentonsubteri为ge.Hersymbolsgeneratea

bewi1deringreligiousParadoxandund哩oconstantfiuctoatlons.Hercharacters，

caught inthiss丫mbolicuPheaval，oftenbecomesp访tuallyParalyzedableolilytosee

butnottoact.Tbeyare renderednotunableorunwi11ingtopart1cipate

questtowarddiv而ty.

can resistanyamount

hifact，0，Connorfeelsthat natureisso

activelyina

伪ultythatit

ofgraceandmostofthet如eitdoes.，，TheOPerativewordis

“can，，here，buto，Connor，scharaclers‘乞姐nO1.，，HercbaJ旧ctersre〔najn刃01red，Instead，

inthe sins oftheirforbeaIerspoweriess勿her

salvatlonalld 0，Connor，ssyIDbolic

symbols

choices

to makeadeclsionbe幻刃eell

extendthe inactivityalready

加加sedonthembyher

lingulsticlmPotencyvisited

granunaticalconstl刀ctions .Thls symbolicand

onlhesPm加曰ityofher establishesli川eovert

Catho1icisminthetextua1ityofherstoriesleavingthe readerpu22】ing over whether

herchalacters canordoachievesa】vation.InherstoriessheequlPsherfictional

Personalities初thlnten刀1nab1eProtectionbyshieldingthemfrOmGOd，slight by

some PbysicalobjectorlmPediment.Ingeneral，0，Conn oruseshats asPhysical

barrlersprohihiting the sun，orthe God，fromtouC刊由gthosewhorem ain unsave d，

whiletheirhatlesscounterpartsare allowedtobecomePartofthechosenfew.Her

charactersveryoftenwearhats，manytimesblaCkhats，叨dthesefrequentlysuPPort

初debr油swhichshadethe eyesofherProtagoulsts，symbolicailyPreventingthem

fromreceivlnggace.

  hiAGo口d五勿nls石公rd_toFindseveralcharaCterswearh川sorheadcovenngs.

丁begrandmotherwears a‘恤avybluesttawsailorhat 初thabunchofwhitevioletson

，SP叽M喊湘用es人卿e朋己ca场olicts阴，入cd6caJJoum目or议廿ersl3程，1961，plo6
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thebrlm，，.Thechildren，smotherhas“herheadtiedaroundinagreenhead.kerchief

thathad幻刀oPointsonthetoPliketherabbit，sears，，.The诵sfitwearsablaCkhat，

andHiram ，oneofthekillers，wearsagrayhat.0，Connormakesenoughreferencesto

theseheedcoverm gsforthereadertobe细lyconsciousoftheirllnPortanceas

symbol.Whi1eajauntysailorhatwithartificialfiowersadorn」ngitoranabsurd

lookingrabbit一earedkerchiefmakehercharactersaPpearridiculous，0，Connornever

trivializestheb1ackorgrayhatsmentionedwithout允d五erco〔orOent inconn ection

初th朴刀oofthecharacters，theMisfitandHlraJ叭，whowilllaterconu力ltmurder.The

tyPeofhato，ConnorgivesacharactertakesonsyInbolicme别山盯9.

  0，Connor允n五shesadditionalreinforceme ntofha1LSasshields丘omGOd，slight

andsaVm ggracebyhavingH州 ，thekiller-co卿画。残pullBaileyuPto加改ehim

tothe woodsforsIaughter，whi1ehisPartoerBobbyLee(whoisnever describesas

weanngahat) oulyfollows.llisalsoHir别mwhomthe诵sfitinstl”ctsto加改ethe

children，smotherintothewoods，明dwhlleBobbyLeedoespullJ助estalalo呢

雨thhim，O’Connormakesitclearthatthese七刃owent“访tothewoods峨erHir田叮

andhermother，，，PuttingHiram，the hatedc山元naiinthe roleofPrnn田了killerand

hat一shieldedslilllero，Connor，ssynlbols，比此far， see刀Qconslstent in面sstory.

However，thehatsymbol，wbichseemstosuggestd印口。atlonforHin田1，doesnot

effectthesaxnemeanm gforThe诵sfit.FordesPiteThe诵sfit，sconnecOon初thhais

andhisdisassociationwiththesun，0，Couno rhasoftenstatedthatheisPotentially

caPableofattainingsalvation.Intruth，inherest而ation，丁七e珑5五tpossessesmore

caPacityforgracethanthegrandmother

    Giveno，Connor，scor0mentsabouttheredemPtivepotentialofthe 幻刀0二

characters from A Go口d五血nls 乃触rd to Fi刀试 thereader comPanngthe

『阴dmother，s symbolic trea。刀ent and The 诵sfit，sdiscovers lnteresting

discrePancies.0，Conno r触quent1yindicatesthe Promlnenceofthe skyandthe sun

intheworidofbothofthesecharacters.Shestatesagain 峨erthegrandmoth盯isleft

aionewlthherklllerthat“Tbere、vasnotaclondinthe sky加ranysun.There 、vas
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n0thingar0undberbutwoods’，.19At侃spointinthestory，none ofo’connor 、

charactershasreceivedthesavm ggraceofGod，andthesunisabsenifromtheir

world.However，thegrandmother，aftersherealizestheterriblePredicament her

加刀ilyisin，issyInbolicallyabletosearChforGodbybecom1ngv谊uallyhatless

becauseo，ConnorPointedlylndicatesthat吐erthecarincidenther hatbrim“canle

offinherhand，，.Thegrandmothe几th眠 whileshedoesstillwearherhat，hasno

protrUsiontobinderhervision.DoesthismeansheaccePtshermomentofgracesince

thesun can nowshineintohersoul?

  Thesun andhatsconsiStentlyaPpeartogetheras combined s卿bolsin

0，Connor，swork.0，Connorleavesthegrandmotheratthe1ns加旧tofherdeath

gaZingtowardthesun诚th“herfaces而ling 即atthecloudlesssky，，Nomentlonis

madeofthesun，butallobstaclestoreceivingGod，5笋cehavebeenremoved.Her

reco脚tionofherselfandheroo sins inthecrazedcrim1nalwhokillsherdoesnot

PresuPPosethatthegrandm0therhasaccePtedtheviofenttennofgraCeforceduPon

her.Readersatten1Ptingtorelyono，Connor，ssyIDbolsfor adeterlr血ationofber

salvationcanoulybeuncertainastoo，Connor，55卿bolicme田刀ng.Thehat s卿bol

shouldindicate the grandmother，sability tobecome saved， butwhyisthere no

mentionofthe sun inherdyingworid?Sheseemsoniyabletoshare the s翻e

cloud1essworldofTbeMisfitwhichhepossesses认七enhecon”刀itsthe modalsin

aga访stGod，sConun andmeni，“Thoushaltnotkill.，，llwouldapPearthatthe

unre liabilityofo，Connor，ssylnbolse即lains，atleast inPart，thePlethoraof

conflictingcriticalinterpretationsof0，Couno r，sactt曰lfictionaiintent.

  Inhertwo novels，0，ConnoralsoemP1oyshat symbolism whichPresumably

followstheovertPatternofhershortstOries:charactersseem towearhatswhjle

unsavedbutbecomehatlesswhensaved.ThroughoutThe竹olentBearlt月w即YoUng

介，aterclingstohishat.0，Connor节汀ites:“Hefollowedhisuncle，scustomofnever

笼9肠。ne口。，conn邵:c。才倪c闷肠尸七.孔eLibr明，OrA川份1鸽1958，plsl
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切kjJlgo任肠shatexcePt访bed，口0.飞妞俐ater’her re1uctant 拼ophet，mustfinda

substituteheadcoveringwhenhishat fallSashelo0ks0utthe 1aWyer，swindo锐

Symbolicall丫hisheadmustbecoveredbeforehecanventureoutofthela认叹er’5

officeintothesunlight;hehasstillnotaccePtedhisdest1nyan氏therefore，mustcover

hisheadtokeepfrOmbeing accessibletoGod，sgraceso，whenheleavestheoffice

0，CormorrePortsthat，“Hehadanoldkerchieftiedaroundhishead，幼。批datthe

fourcomers”.几俐ater、headren1ainscoveredtiiroughout the 加veluntllhemeets

hismomenioftrUthwhenthevill咖ousstranger(alsoweann gahat)violateshim.

0，Cormorsymbolicallyre1nforcesthe newlydefenseless于盯water，sright to

redemPtionbyremovingthehat一shield丘omhinlwhenthestrangersneaks away加m

hissadisticcrime“carryingtheboy，shatforasouvenir，，.Ai面spointinthe story

“认币en工盯waterwokeuP，thesun 、vasdirecilyoverhead，verysmallandsilver，

siftingdo认.hght thatseemedtosPenditseif beforeitreacbedbim，，.As l’ar囚ater

regalnshissenses“HePerceivedthathishatwasgone，，Hatless，heshouldsoonbe

readytobeinfused初thgracetomakebjn1theProPhethisuncle脚omedhhatobe.

    0，Connorwr11estoJohn Hawkeson26Deeemberl959:“llistheviolationinthe

woodsthatbringshometo毛叮watertherealnatuleofhisrej时ion.Icouldn，thave

brought offthefinalvisionwithoutit，，.Ifo，Connorconsidersyoungl瓦Watera

ProPhet，whydoesshedescribethesunWhenitfirsthastheoPPod刀nltytoenierhis

soulas“small，，雨th“lightthatseemedtosPenditselfbeforeitreachedhim，，?ifone

needsthe suntoreceiVe grace(thegralldlnotherdiedlookingforit)，即d迁One mUSt

behatlesstobeavailableforgraCe，确ywouldthesun’ssavingrassbeallbut

exhaustedbeforetheycanreachayounghatiess工盯water?V月〕atobviouslyshouldbe

0，Connor，ssignaltoherreadersthat毛川珊ter，smoment ofgraceisathandandthat

石刀目lyheisabletoreceiveit(forthisthe s抑bolicpattemsheelsewheree哪loys，

andthisseemsherinteniasevmc edbyherc0nlinents toHawkes)，访岌eadbecomesa

confijsionoflangu鲍echoicesandsy’Inbolic1nconsistencies.

20rlon肚尽0.con，or:c。左己cteu”乞rks.仆eLib衅of枷幼ca.19ss，玛37
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Chapterr防eeTheself.伪n加dlcto叮rigurativeDevi比sandw对ting介‘hniquesof
0，C 、W匕rks斤omPO蛇modemis幻IP

Neitherhatsymbolsnorthesyn1bolictreatmeniofthe suninconnectionwith0ld

丁掀watercorresPonds诩thsymbolicpatteTnsat恤chedtoo山er 诚击Inthe

novelnor初 thPreV10llSPatterns develoPedinothershortstories.Foryoung

the hat syn1bolismremainsconsistent.Butthisis

great-uncle.oldl’arwaterdiesinsidethe houseatthe

not thecase初th 下arwater，5

切blewith hishaton:

“aputty.coloredhatwiththe brlmtunled一即”.ifyoungTap四aterneedstobehailess

toexPeriencegrace，isoldlhp刃ater俪thhisheadcovered，evenindeath，oneofthe

d即m旧ed?Inan earIierlettertoJ0ho Hawkesonl3S叩temberl959，however，

0’Connordeclaresold毛叮wa忱ranrophetperhaps，山en，bavinghishatbrimtUmed

uPputshiminthesaInecategoryasthegrandmotherinAGood人(anls石肠rdtoFind二

hated，butbecausethebrimhaSbeenremovedordiminished，abletoreeeivethe

sav拍glight ofG0d·llbecomesPerplexing，nev ertheless，山atT盯Water，whomwecan

assumeissavedbasedono，Connol，scolllrDents，diesinsidethe houseinakitcben

“largeanddark，，.Thesun，slight，W111chseeme dsonecessaryforthegrandInotherand

whichisatleastmentionedinconn ectionw1thYoung毛叮water，smomentofgrace，15

aPParent1ynotnecessaryatall for 0ld毛叮water，ssalvation.Alsotroubling in

deten刀iningo，Connor，ssymbolicintentisthatthe s丫口bolicactionthatPreCedesthe

removalofyoungl初rwater，shat and叩ens11jl11tothe availabilityofgrace，isa

homosexualraPe.ReadersexpeCtingtoseegracereal故dinNewTestamentlen力sby

abenevoleniGodare introduced，instead，torapesandmurdersastheconduits

conne ctingreden1PtiontotheredeerDed.

    0，Counor，sconcePtionofthestatenecessaI’y foranindividua1soul toa彻in

redemPtionalsodeviatesfromconu刀onCatholic/Christianbeliefs.Wben毛盯water

accePtsaridefromthe strangerwbois‘，theactUaliZatlonof于叮water，5伍endand

mentor，the Devil’’，heuttersfoursignificant statements:

    “Idrownedaboy.，，

    “lbaPt故dhim尸，

    “ltwa‘an accident，，
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    “Ionlymeant todrown him，⋯，，(Collected458)

    Tbeincide叭in子叮water，srnl们d，wasnotthedrownm g;it、vasthebaptism.In

Cath01ictheology， eventhe sinofmurdercanbeforgiven.Therequirementsare:

山sclosure ofthesineitherdirectlytoGodortoaPriestintheconfessionalwiththe

st1pdationthatabso1utionofthesiniscont1ngentonthepeniteni’strUe sormwforthe

0价nseagalnstGod;asincereresolvetorefia1nfromrePeatingtheoffense;and

reParationti甘oughsOmefor’In ofPenance.f盯watermeetsnone oftheseconditions.

He“co江Fesses’，hissintothedevil，buttheco屁ressionisnoU加gmorethanaretelling

ofanevent;heneverrePentsofhismurderofBisheP，朋dhedoesnopenanceto

atoneforhissinfillaction.、乞t，手叮waterrernainsbl团melessofs访ino，Connor，5

aSSeSS〔OeDt:

  ThatmurderisfO屯比en勿Godandofno访teresttosociety)andlwouldProceedquicklyto

show whatthechildrenofGod dotohim.Iam muchmore 训erestedinthenobility of

ul1natUmInessthaninthe nobilityofnatora】ness.(Collectedll01)

    To thrustg旧cefo邝e甸lyuPonhaPless，helPlesscreatures五keBish0P，by

drow拍ng;andonsinful，长口歌ical，remor selesscreal”resllkel初，时er，勿abrutal

mpeisuncharacteristicofthe Godo，Connor ，sCal由olicaudiencewouldworship.

    Colors alsoseem tocarryasymbolic1mPlicationfor salvat10nin0，Connor，5

fictionalrePresentations，albeitonceaga试anunre llableonef比oughherir巧lsteni

alluslonstobat andclo肠ngcolors，o’C0nn0rPreParesthe readerfor determining

山eirsi加ficanceassylnbols.Inconsistenciesincolors卿bolism，however，P田卫11el

0，Conno r，smcons lstencies俪thherhat symbols.Blackandgrayare colors

comm oalyusedtoexPresssomberorevi1haPPen1ngs，butasdarkcolorswouldalso

POssessthePr0Pertyofbeatabso印tion.O’Connor frequeni1ysee幻。stouse thesetwo

colorsasillusOatlonsofcomiPtion andsin，butshedoesnotusethisPattem

exclusively. Very oftenb1ackandgrayias colors，act in berfiction as

sPOnge一absorbing Pigmentsso目石nguPthe sun、brilliant raysandassuchwould

c叩t世eGOd’sgoodness.W瓦chmeanlngdoesO’C0nn0rintendfor thecoforsbl朗k

andgray?月盯一usoofthese伪1ors8PpearstOsuPportboth 1nter’Pretat1ons.Dark colors
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are somet加esimPenetrableshieldsProvidingaseconddefense(theclothingitself

bei飞thefirst)眼ainsttheinfiltratlonof脚ceintothe soulsoftheunsaved;inother

instancestheyseem actuallytoextractthewannthofthesuntrans而tting itasGod，5

『acelntothe 吟 orta1soulsofthOseinPossessionoftheses卿boliccolors.

    0，ConnoralsoemPhasizesherfocus onvisioninMysteryand五匆nners:

  Forthewriterof五州on，everythinghasitstestingPointintheeye，andtheeyeisano电anthat

eventoalIyinvolvesthe wholePersona】1ty，andasmuchoftheworIdascan begotintOit.h

involvesjudglneni.JudgInentissomethillgthatbegInsinthe 叭ofvision，andwhenitdoesn试

norwhenitbecomesseParaled仓omvision，thenaconlhaion喇stslnthemindwhichtransfe巧

itselftothesto尽(MM91)

  W匕glcan丘omo，Connor，sPortrayalofThe珑sfitthathislackofvisual aculty

becomess帅bolicallymorethanjust his1ackofjudgInent insP试tua】andmoral

matterswben、ve郎nm芍n，thecirc切mstances1hatsurrOundhimwithandwithouthis

eyeglasses.比sglassesactasanobstrilct10nrePelling God，slightawayfromhiseyes

andthus丘℃mPenetrating hissoul.Glasses，genera11yconsideredtobedevieesused

toaidPoorvision orcorre cteyeProblems，往山conthe o即ositemeaningfor

0，CoDnorwhowantsustoconsiderthemasPhysicalbarriers.ShedeliberatelyPlaees

them ontheeyesofTheMisfitwhenheklllsthegrandmotber，butsheindicatesthat

he‘，Puthisgundown onthegr0undandtookoffhisglassesandbegantocleanthem，，

叭erthe murder.0，Conno rseems，in侃sstory，tohavechosenthjsUnusualsymbolic

baI’r1ertodeflectthesu此h由eofGod，sgracecausing TheMisfittobeunableor

unwi llingtoarrlveatPropersP沉tua】decisionswhilewearillgthem·

  从飞enTbeMisfit，se”sareviewed俪thout hisglassestheyseem toreflecthis

PotentialityforgraceuPonwhicho，Conno risinsls忱nt.Shedescribeshimthus:

“Withouthisglasses，TheMisfit，seyeswere red一runm ed andPaleand

defenseless一100物9，，.Tbisdefenselessnessisouly aPPareniwhenhisglassesare

rerDoved b以 seemsto be the core a丁ound whlch o，Connorstl刀ctoresher

nnlon月11朋tions abolltthes扭teofhisetemalsoul:
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  ldon，twant toequatetheMisfitwiththedevil.IPrefertothinkthat，howeverunlikelythis

m叮seem，theoldlady，5罗stUre，likethemuSlard一seed，willgrowtobea『eatcrow·filledtreein

theMisfit，shea“，andwillbeenoughofaPainto址mthereto1urnhimintothePr0Phethewas

meanttobecome·Butthat’sanothersto详俐MllZ一13)

  AfterTheMisfitshootsthegrandmother’0，Connormakeshlma、valeonsome

levelthathehasdeniedGod，andshealertsherreaderstothisfactbymomen加五ly

allow1nghimtoremoveandattemPttocleanse而sbarrierTheactofremo ving面5

physicalb田Tlerando，Connor，suseofthe verbalconstl刀ctlon“begantoclean，，

reinforcethe ideathatshe五1tendedhiseyeglassesassymbolic1mPed而enisandthey

are，Peth叩5，the vehicletllroughwhicho，Connor，sattemPtstoPortraythe stateof

丁七eMisfit，smomenigraceinal4APril19601ettertoJohnHaWkesthatbears

mention:

  Hisshoofing[ofthegr出ldmotherlisarecoil，ahorroratherhUInanne ss，but峨erhehasdone

itandcleanedhisglasses，theGracehasworkedinhimandhePr0n0u幻ceshisjudglnent:she

wou1dhavebeenago0dwomanifhehadbeenthe代everymomentofherlife.(Collectedll25)

    TheMisfit，sgraceseemso川yavailable“after，，he、va￡abletore〔noveandclean

thesylnboliceyeglassbanle:Thestoryends诩thno灿rtbermentionofT卜e诵sfit，5

glasses，thoughthereaderwouldexPectthattheyare stillinhisPossession.We 而ght

assUm efrom而sstorythatitistheweanngofglasses(DottheirPossession) that

Prohibitstheintakeof脚ce.

  Butwhatmight the readerconcludeaboutthe syInbolicintentofwearing，朋t

Weann g，Possessing，ornotPossess访gglasses峨erreadingGOodCoun妙People?

  hiGoodCO训妙Pe叩le，Joy‘HulgawearsglassesuntiltheBiblesalesman杨改es

themo丘Ifwecantrusto，Connor，svisual symbolism，Hulga，smoment ofgrace

comesatthe endofthestoryforatthatPoint hersight becom esu几昆廿eredand

PrCsumablyshewillbeabletoaccePtsalvation.0，Conno rbelievedthetheftof

Hulga，swoodenlegwouldalertreaderstothefaCtthatthe Bib1esalesman‘‘bastaken

awaypartofthe girl、personalityandhasreaveaiedherdeePeraffiicti0ntoherfor
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山erirsttime，众1.顶termsofo’connor，se邓glasss卿bolism，Hulga’srevelationouly

comes叭ertheBiblesalesmanseizesherglasses，just asTheMisfit，seyesouly

becomered一runm edafterherem oveshisglassesT七erefore，ifthesymbolofglasses

istoremainconstant，theBiblesalesman，whosecorrUp石onendures，shouldbe

visually加PairedasheviolatesHulga.TheBiblesalesman， however，neverwears

eyeglasses.玩stead，0，Connorpointedlyputsh1minPossessionofHulga，sglasses

即d“awoman，sglasseye，，.PresumablyHulga，sglassescouldbePerceivedas

cloudingtheBiblesalesman，svisionifheworethem，buttheyrem ain inhisPocket.

Andaprosthesisnothisown，the woman，sglasseye，couldbardlybeviewedas

interfering雨thhissight asitwouldbePhysically加Possibleforhimtoinserti丸thus

makingitworthiesstoh而asanoPticallmpedhaent.丁七eseitemsremainusclessto

h而 asshieldswhileheaCtsthedevil，butbothare itemsthathe诚11fullyseeksto

PosseSS.

  TheBiblesalesmanisneverdescribedaswearm gglasseswhenheco111拍itshis

sinsandthusseem sulil溉The珑sfit.Yetattheendof面sstoryhe月ikeTheMisfi七

isinpossessionofOPticaldeviceslfwe knowthato，Connorintendedthe Bible

salesmanasdanm ed，wecanaccePtedtheunshieldedPosto代thatwouldmakehis

eyesreadyforabeatificvision.Thequand娜 facing thereaderbecomesoneof

resolvingthevacillatingsyInbolicconn0tationofgIassesasPossiblebarr1erstograce

初tho，Connor，sown e即lanationsoftheredemPtivePotentialforTbe珑sfitandthe

Biblesalesman.V月lenoonfronied初ththeabundant incons1stenciesPresentinthese

stories，readersfallbackono，Connor，sown eXPl1cations iftheyareaware ofthem，

orcreate theirown varyinginterpretat1onsiftheyare not.0，Conno r，ssymbolic

oscil1ationsinthisstoryheavilyconstra1naconsistent，reliableinterpretationofher

useofe邓glasses.

  Ino，Conno r，ssecondnovel，工叮waier，压aerhehasdro认.edBishoPbutbeforehe

israPed，初shesthatthesunwould“罗toutofthe skyaltogetherorbeveiledina

2，Fi摊e阁d.sally&助k氏FitZge阁dds.Flon肥ry口，co~ 场任扭尽and人(a).n呱Newybrk:Fan习rl
5加如5&G”Oux，19仍，P99
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cloud Het山旧edhisfaceenoughtoridhisvisionofit，，.A且erhisviolationhas

occUn’e d0，Connor认石testhat“Hiseyeslookedsma11andseedlikeasif认七ilehewas

asle即，theyhadbeenlinedo诚scorched，anddr叩pedback lntohishead”.Hise挥5

havereceivedthe seedsofgrace.0，Connorends面snovel初ththefollowlng

paragr叩h:

  Hestoodc1enchingtheblackenedburnt.outPinebough.Thenaneramoment hebeganto

moveforwardagalnslowl半HeknewthathecouldnottUmbackno撇Heknewthat拍sdestiny

forcedhimontoafm司reve 1ationHisscorchedeyesnolongerloOkedholIow0raSiftheywere

meanton】ytoguidehlmfo川盯d.Theylookedasif，touchedwithacoall议etheliPsofthe

ProPh氏theywouldneverbe叹dforordinarysightsagam.(collected473)

    TheactionofGOdU廿oughthe fire.scorchingof于arwater，seyeseaJ刀shimhis

redemPtlves住口dingino，Conno r，sfiction;hisvisionnowcanbecome明sion.Until

千盯wateraccePtedthisgraceofGOdforceduPonhim，hiseyesdidnotsee.毛叮water

comesthroughviolencetoreallzehis而ssionasproPbet.Butuul撅 Haze，heneed

notbeblindtoreceivehisnmer sight.0，Connor，strea。刀ent ofthesun，即es，即d

visionremam s泳。nsisteni公iroughoutherfictin耐works.

3.ZlmagcsversusRcligiouslntentino，Connor，sFiction

    HerllnLages，wbichre~ foreigntothe cul奴叮alvaluesofthe sb鱿edCal山olic

imagination，l派 bersymbolsandstyle，become1DsteadantithetlcalinmeaJ叭ngfor

themajorityoftheCatholicandChristianculturalcomm Unity.Hertreatment ofthe

unu‘ual notolilyrevealsthe “distortionthatdestroys，，butseems ，moreover，tofocus

insistenilyonthosedes七u比veforeesfor anaudiencePelh叩smoretraditionally

Christianinits汕aglnaiionthansheassulned.

    玩develoPingherfictional 而ageryo，Connoroften surpassesthe “11而ted

Patience，，ofareadingPublicguldedtoconclusions shemostPr0bablydidnotintend.

H创vkes，sview suPPo州匕thisassUIDPtlon:
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  Myown feelingisthatjustasthe ereativeProcessti廿eatensthe HOlythroughout

Fl姗ery o，Connor，sfictionbygeneratingaParadoxica1fusionof】mProbabilityand

PassionoutoftheProtestant“do一it一yourself，evangelismofthesouth，andthere妙

面sesthe Pitch ofaPocalyPticexPeriencewhenitfmallyaPPears;sotoo，throughout

面5五ction，thecreativeProcesstransforms thewr1ter，sobjectiveCatholicknowledge

ofthedevi】intoanauthorialattitudeinitselfinsomemeasure diabolical.22

  0，Conn or，sworldisPeoPled幼thherautocratic加agesofdishaxm onyinfami】y

relationshiPs，anlrnalisticPortra1tsofbumhaty， blasPhemous 出ldsacrileglous

Por’traya1s，andina〔umate而agesthatdenySP试加alltytoGod，schosen.Hergrun

visionofbothGodandhischosendenythegoodnewsinthe gosPel.ThePeculiar

u刀鳃eryshe s0generouslyintersPersesthroughoutherfiction comP1ementsh盯

1ingu1sticandsyInbolicchoiceswb1chdivetgefromher exPressedorthodoxCatholic

beliefsanddePaItradicallyfromthebeliefsofheraudienCe·

  丁belandscape而ageso，CounorusesinAGo口d人勿nls石公rdto月月dmakeuse

ofconstantimPressionsthatrel“比rcethe livingPresenceofGodthe Redsemerasan

olr田IPresent beinginadisbelievingworld.Asthegrandlnother，sfamllybeglnstheir

加e细triP，0，Connormakesreferenceto“StoneMountain，，阳dthe “bluegranite，，

alongthehighw职referencesthatservesas而agesassociated初ththe rockrolledin

frontofC肠st，stomb，aswellasbeing referential加agessuggestlng

即onwhom

Wh0C曲 see.

theCatholicChurch、vasbullt.Godisavailableinthis

Peter，therock

、，。rldto those

肠eesandwoed，theirby-produ俄are 。山IPresentinthe gran山mother，5

woridasare而nderoftherealityofthe woodencrossofChrist，ssufferingandhis

reden1Ptionforallhise剐rthlycreatUresT七elightbecomessun，orson，andthecolors

red，purple，叨dblue，rePleteino，Connor，snaluralsurro undings，emergeinher

fictionaienvironmentstoserve PresuIn ablyasanindicationofthe Georgialandscape

aswellasanindicationofGod，smajesticPresenceinthe landofthe lost.丁七ese

加ages，whichare asrealino，Conn or，sworldasshefeelstheyshouldbecomeinthe

监Ha切kes，北腼.月口nne尽刀℃朗月or含。e，认sewan ee助viewll962.p13
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livesofher readers，layer叩onna加re，searthiyocco ncesthesPiritua】proPinquity

ofChristtheKingtohisearth一boundcreatlons.Howev叽 0，Connor，slinguistic

Cho1cesdeterm inedbyherPreferenceforanominal styleoftenobscure thed1vinity

she means tosuggest初ththesereferences.ByburyingChrist一suggesting汕眼esin

subord1natePositionsinthesentencease1therobjectsofaPrePosinona1PhraSeoras

adjectivalmodifiers，twocharacteristicsthatmayonenaccomPanyanomina1style，

o’C0nnorinteri淤reswiththeaccessibilityofthese加ages asreligloussignalsforher

read吨nub lic.

    InAGood五匆刀15乃乞rdtoFindo，Connordetailsthestartofthefa1ni1y，sjourney.

Shewrilesthatthegrandmother

  Pointedout interestingdetailsofthescenery:StoneM0untain;thebluegranltethatinsome

PIacescazneuPtobothsidesofthehighway;thebrilliantredcIaybanksslightlystreakedwith

Purple;andthevariouS croPsthatmaderows0fgreenlace一workonthe ground.Thetreeswere

允Ilofsilver-w苗tesunlightand小emeanestor出emsp喇ed23

  0，Connor，satten1Pttoconnectthenatora1withthe suPematuralism1nimalized

byheruseof而agesthatreceivelittlelmPactstrUctUra11y.Thecritical reader俪11

observe thatalthougho，ConnormayexPectthatthe 油agesinthistextwillevoke

associations俪thGodandreligion，theintendedforce is面tigatedduetoherchoice

ofpunCtuation.The而昭esthathavereligiouslmPlications一‘，StoneMountaln，，，

“blue granlte，，，“brilliant red cl即 bal止5，，，‘丫帅le，，，“crops，，，‘诊een，，，

“9。明d，，一becomesubordlnated峨erthecolon，reducingthemtornerellstingsas

ltemsofinterest.Moreover，thedeePstrUCtureofthesecondsentenceofthisPassage

becomessi画fic耐·

    0，Connor，sseDtence一“Thetrees、verefullofsilver-从七ltesulilightandthe

meanestofthemsP田t1ed’，一七ecomesinitsdeePsti卫ctore:“[Theltreeswere 彻1;

[thelmeanestsParkied·，，The“silver-whitesulilight，，，thepotentlalindicatorofGod，5

『ace，is1essenedbyitssyntacticaPP1icationastheObjectofthePrePOsition“or，.The

”。到ell，Mil既￡如朋‘尽。石阴月。r二月。扬仇‘“tion，Jac匕刀nandLondon:饰iversity派”orMississ哪1，
1991，Pllg
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adjective，“silver-white，，，servesoulyasacurso斗descriPtoroftheall助portantnoun

“sunlight，，，dramaticallylesseningitsdyn即mlc.Given herreligious Proclivity，

0，Connorwas PerhaPsstriving toalertthe readertothereligioussi加ficanceofthe

treesfromwblchChast’scrosswas madebyassociating itwithGod，sbrilliantlight·

Butbyburyingthecelestialconnectionasanobjective初th山thePrepositionalPhrase

thatimPactsuPontheadjective“允11，，，0，Connordeflectsthe focus away丘omthe

distinctiveChrist汕age，hidingitinnonemPhasls.ThereadermustremainesPecially

attentivetomergeo，Connor，simages初thheroftreaffirme dsP沉加almessage;

otherwlses妙11sticallythese1magesvanishsi1enily1ntothetext.

    ToexPlorethisconcePt ofconcealedreligious而叱esfijrtherwe canex位习ctthe

wordsthatfonctionasnouns币ronouns ino，Connor，sdescri西onoftheseene 理in

thissameexcerpt.Theyare:

    Mountain，granite，thai[relativePronoun』，Places ，sides，highway，banks，purple，croPs，山以

[relativePronounl，row s，lace一work，gT0und，加es，sunli纵 meane线them

    oftheseseventeennouns/Pronouns，eight ofthemfi川ctlonastheobjects ofa

prePosition:

    Places，sides，highway，Purple，1留e.work，9Oun氏su川igh‘them.

    Selecting therem ainingnoUns/Pronouns lefttocarrytheforceofo，Connor，5

message外eldsthefollowinglist:

  Mountain，granite，that[relativePronoun]，b田Iks，croPs，lhatlrelativePronoun]，rows，七“5，

meanest.

  Throughsyntacticdimin1shmentthe foreeofthe汕agebecomesabsorbedintothe

prePositionalPhrasesandadjectivalmod近ers.Theintensityofthese汕a罗5，whlch

mightleado，Conno r，sreaderstoPerceiveChristaseverPresent intheirworid，伪us

significantlydeclinesinvitality

  5汕ilar加agesofatraditionallyb1asPhemousDatureexistin0，Connor，ssecond

刀。vel.InThe巧olentBearltAw仍户whenT盯waterrealizeshisvocationistobaPt1ze

BisbOPheknowsthat
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  HewascalledtobeaProPhetandthatthewaysofhisProPhecywouldnotberemarkab1e.His

blackPuPils，glassyandstill，reflecteddePthondeP小hisownstrickenimageofhimself，tr’IJdging

1ntothedistanceintheb1eedingst1nkingmadsh时owofjesus，untilatlasthereceivedhisreward，

abrokenfish，amultiPliedloaf(Collected389)

  毛叮waterenvisions jesus asableedlng，stinkingmadmanwhorewardshis

followers初thonebrokenfis瓦onemultiPliedloafHerethe 加agery aPProPriates

traditional ChristianlmageryofableedingChristwh0fedthe mu1titodeswithafew

fishandlovesofbread.Yeto，ConnortUms面slmageintoarePulsivePhysical

PresencethatmockSthereaderwitharewardthatlingUisticallycannotsatis尔一“a

brokenfis玩amultiPliedloaf，，，anll刀agethatbecomess颐PPedofitsmiracu】ous

na奴坟etofeedthebodyandhealthesP沉t.

  Thereader，faced诚tho，Conno r，sprofane如aginationofaChristian(The诵sfit，

the于叮waters)andhershockingP抑dyofsubversionembodiedinher汕ageof

Christhimself，may “re、、Tite，，0，Connor，sstoryasasatireonreligionandan

】neverentmockeryofthosefond田，entallstimaginationsofGod.

    0，Connor，sstoryofthegrandmotherandThe诵sfitintroduces汕昭esthat

colmectcharacter“withlifelessmaterials andobjectsandonendenythemtheir

sP访tuality.hiAGood人白nls从刁rdtoFindthe grandmother、faceisdescribedas

leathe钱andthefami1ypassesbyagraveyard with‘，fiveorsixgravefencedinthe

而ddleofit’，Pethapso，ConnormeanstoindicatethesP试tualconditionofher

characters.ThegrandmotherissPiritUallyl派adeadanun al，oulyreal泳dreligiously，

atthisPointonhere石stence，asanemPtyoutercoverm gT五lslnan加atelmagery

aPPears torel几fo邝eo，Conno r，sviewthatthesecharactersbavenotyet reeeivedtheir

momentsofgrace.HerethegrandmotherisnothiPossessionofthe necess田下gaCe

toattainsalvation.Buto，Conn 以、。bvious foreshadowingofthe gravesthat词1

soonbeneededforthegrandmother，sfamilysets印 脚bigu血yastothe

grandlnother，sredemPtivefate.J五egraveyardthe famllyPassesbad“fiveorsix

『aves，，init.钻llthesixthgravebeneededforthegrandInother‘thesixthmemberof

the fal刀11又or初11shebe代suITected加mherhfeofpiousindi月殆rencetothe tl”e
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meanmgofChristi画ty and，therefore，neednoearthiygrave?To thereader

0，Connor，slinagesoftenaPPeartobeatcrossPurposes.

  W11i1eenroutetotheirPortentousdestiny，thegrandmother，sfamilystoPsat“a

Par’tstuccoandPax’twoodfillingstation，，forsandwichesandthefa加ilysitdown ata

“broadtable，，.AstheydriveofftocontinuetheirtriP，thegr即dlnothertellsofahouse

shewantsthemtovisit，describing itashavlng“sixwhitecol切m叮5⋯阴d幻刀olittle

woodentrellisarborsoneithersideinfrOnt’，.Shetel】saboutthefa功11ysilverhidden

inthehousewhichexcitesJohnWeslcywhowantsto‘，Pokeallthewoodworkand

findit!”Balley，tost0Phischildren，shickering，加印5‘，onto thedinmadandthe car

racedrouglilyalonginaswirlofPink dust’，towheretheiraccidentoccurs ，andwhere

thefamilywillcollide诫thTbeMisfitandhismurderouscohorts.丁hegrandmother，5

visionofthe housesheye田刀stovisitcanbeviewedasherunc oOsCious dss证 to

real滋entrancelntoGod，smansioninthe s材forherselfandherfamily.0，Connor

onceagain PunctUatesherdescriPti0ns诩thlandscaPe加agesommPresent inber

Georgiasurro undings.Butinreligiousterzns ，shemayhaVeintendedforthe many

而眼esofwoodanddirtandPinkdusttotakeonadditional mean1ngsasindications

ofGod，sawarenessofthe丘ailtyofhisereaturesandofhisson，5面ssiontosufl贻r

anddieforallhunlanklnd.Inthissto以onceagalno，Connorreducestheiniensityof

her加agesbyburyingtheminPrePositional Phi那esorhidingthem asdescriPtive

adjectives.

    John Hawkesv江itesthato，Conno r，5“extretrIeabsurdity ofjuxtaPoslngthe

humanand 伍e加amm ate，，leadsto‘呱ecreationornatperson吐1年，在4加昭esor

metals，wood，明dPaperProducts，coDcrete，stucco，clay， dirt，stoneandgr画te，

which are soPrevalentthroughouto，Connor，sfictio几 ereateconditionsthat

1ntrins1callyconnectlifelesssubstanceswithereaturesusua11yPreS切medtohavethe

potentialfor sPlritL以llife.认七ileitisuul疏lyO’Connorintended面5汕ageryto

detractfrom hermessage，d别mmat1on andinanimatelinageryostensiblymeldinA

洲Hawk钱〕。hn.下勿””e州D℃朗月or、。e，认名cwan 瓦Re，iew， l%2，P15



ThePOsOIlodemismC毗olic---aReinte印retationofo，Co朋or，sstorics

Good人fa月15乃公rd toFi月dandinmostofherfiction.0，Connor，51列凡sionintoher

text ofdescriPtive加ages雨thinanln1atereferencesunderminesanysent1mentsof

exPectedChristianhunlhasm.0，Conno r，sfictional汕ages，therefore，morereadily

conv eyanattitudetowardsalvationthatcanbeinterpretedasnulli勿ingredemPtive

。pPortunities.

    T七edifficultyofunderstandingo，Connor，5而agesbecomesmostProblematical

inher而眼eryofdeathanddes七刀ctionsincethequestionofwhatisbeingdestroyed

orbominitsplaceissothematicaily而poriant.Thelinagery~ 啊dingT七eMisfit

andhiscomPhaonsillustratesthecol1五lsion.InAGOod人白月15石肠rdtoFi月dwhen

the公ireekillersaPProachthefamllyin“abigblackbatteredhearse一1让eautomobile，，，

0，Conno rdsscribesBobbyLee，oneofthe escaPedconvicts，asweanng“ared sweat

5场n初thasilversta11ionembossedonthefroniofit，，，叻dhedescribesTheMisfitas

“holdingablackhatandagUn，，.丁hesellnagesaPParentlyderive云omtheAPocalyPse

(silver，death，horses，black)butdoeso，Connormeanthemtoann oun cethetriumPh

ofevilasinthe FourHorseman oftheAPocalyPse，orthereve lationofChrist，sgrace

atthemomentofjudglnent?

    How toreadTheMisfit，sconne ctionwith而agesofeartllanddeath rerOa1Ds

如grnatlc.Forthesevenrema1ningPagesoftheStory0，Conno remPhas议esThe

诵sfit，scolmectionstoeartbwith而agerythatallgnshimint汕atelywithburialsand

death bothPhysicallyandsPiritUa11y.Asanescapedconvi 俄heburiedhisclothes;as

anundertaker，heburiedpeOPle;叻dasaPrisonerinthePenitentiaJ甲.hewas buried

alive.Dothesehaagesmakehimanembod流entofdeatb，oroneresurre ctedfromit?

Inthe firsttwobulial如眼es，TheMisfitPart1ciPatedinthePerformanceoftheburial

act.InthePeniteniiaI’y image，bowever，thePassiveconstIuCt1onindicatesthatT七e

MisfitdidnotPerformtheactlon(wasnotPenitentiai)，butwas ，infact，buried妙

someoneorsomething.TheMisfitseemsnotincontro1ofhisdestiny;ontheother

hand，heistheactivekillerofthevict1mizedfan111y.U己essthereaderisaware that

0，ConnorintendsThe珑sfitult而atelytojointhe Res让rrectio氏the emphasison

death andb妞行al1magescreatesa1lnguisticdivers ion一Inas kingtheconcePtionofa
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                  Ch即terT、reeThesel卜contradicto心rigu画veoevi粥andwrit叱几曲niquesof
                          0，Connor，swbrks斤omPostmodernismPelsPective _

resurre ctionthatbelongstothose‘，bomagal厅，inthe sP沐ofChrist

    0，Connorbelievedthatviolence，thoughsometimesdis七巧teful，was asinstl刀ment

aldingsalvatinn.shewro tein五力巧teryand五匆nners:‘，inmyown storieslhave found

thatviolenceisstrangelycaPableofretumingmycharacterstorealityandPr即ann g

themtoaccePttheirmomeniofgrace，，.Feeleycites面sv恻 quotationinhersuPPort

ofo’Cotmo r’seXplanation:“Thest0ry leavesopenthe possibility thatthe

『阴dmother，smysteriousactionoflovewillo讲nTheMisfit，snun dtotherealityof

myste汀”·Feeleycontinuestouseo’Connor’se即licationsashertouc址tone.She

wrlteslhat

    TheMisfitisa“goodman，，inmanyresPects.Theauthordlawshim初thcomPassionandPuts

himrar曲e“ofBaileyandRedsamzn y访罗nilenessandpoliteness卢

  Thereadercanoulywonderifthegrandmotherandherfami】ywoulda『eewith

山isassessmeni.

  Feeley，sreadingistyPicalofthatfromaccePt0，Connor，sexPlanationsastowhat

herstoriesmean.However，areadernotpriVy tosuch』ust访cationmayfindfew

reasonstovindicate TheMisfitfor thegrandmother、mU比der.Tomostreaders the

suPerficialcontexts二oundingthewords‘，Politeness，，明d乡‘gentleness，，donotequate

tothe vlriueof“goodness，，which，inThe珑sfit，hasbecomeunre co脚劝ble.0过y

叭erthegrandmother，stouchandhersubsequentmurderdoes0，Conno rascribeto

面sklllerwhatm即berePortedminimallyasregret.Feeley， however，seesThe

Misfit，sroleino，Connor，stenns.She认朽testhat

    TheMisfit，scomme成“Shewouldhave been agoodwoman二ifithadbeensomebodythere

toshoot hereveryminuteofherlife，，，ind1catesthatheunderStandstheImpactofvio1encewhich

hasendedheralienationbyretuminghertorea11tyandtr朋sformedherfroma“lady，，toa‘，gOod

woman广，

    从飞lleo，Connordoes，infact，cOnsiderThe诵sfitamodem一dayLaZ倒rUs从七0

25Mcmull眠Joann。，Halleran.份“才心againstG必Lo月，ageas油“口ge认th。Literat，ofFlann卿
0，Co朋叭归即飞ia:M日匡龙IUni丫ers甸Pre钱1996，p75



ThepostmodernismCatho，ic一aReinte印relationofo，Connor，ssto月es

俪11be through thegran山的other，stoucb，tbereaderis

confronied俪th 汕agesthatconfound面sreading.TheMisfitdoestellthe

grandlnotherthat“Jesuswas theouly0nethateverralsedthedead，，，wh1Chobviously

indicateshisaware nessthatoulyJesuscanoffersalvationtocreatUres.Howev代丁be

Misfit，sstatemeniisfollowedbyseveralconditionals1tuations .The诵sfitsays:

  IfHedidwhatHesaid，thenit’snothingfor扣utodobutthrowaw盯evelythingandfollow

H加，andifHedidn，tthenit，sno而ngforyoutodobutenjoysthefewminutesyougOt 1eftthe

bestwhatyoucan一 ykiIling somebodyorbumingdownhishousesordoingsomeother

meannesstohim.(Col]ectedl32)

  Thestoryends诩thtbreemoresentencessPokenbyT七e树sfit:

  “Shewouldofbeenagoodwoman，，，The肠sfitsaid，“ifitbadbeensomebodyth讹toshoot

hereveryminute ofherlife.，，

  “Some九n!，，Bob妙Leesald·

  “ShutuP，B曲妙Lee，，，TheMisfitsaid.“It，snorea】Pleasure lnlife厂(Collectedl33)

  Fromthefirst“if，statemenionPage132untilthe endofthe story，The珑sfit

voiceshisthoughtsineightsentences.Withinthesesentencesheusesthe word“1尸，

fivet加es.Additionally，thegrandmotherreSPondstothesecondit1onalswiththe

statemenithat“MaybeHedidn，traisethe dead，，，ano therProvislona1ProPosition.

EventhesuIToundi雌 emPhasizesthetentativenessofthisworld，for

0，CormorwritesthatTheMisfit，sfacewas 气wisted⋯asifhe、veregoingtocry’，.

Butwashe?Inthesestatements o，ConnOrleavesasyntact1calunceriaintyaboutthe

SP试瓦以ldiSPositionofcharacterswho

muStcOnunitinjustieessuchasmurder

  Feeleyinsistso，Co皿or，sfictional

desPitetheirquestioningofanunjUSt wor1d

torevealaGodofl刀ve.

eXPlanationsassurethatTheMisfit，giventhe

properconditions，wiUtiirowdown eve叮面ngandfollowHim.HOwev er，Onee again

thelanguageand加agerysliPaw盯fromo，Connor，sconsciousconstraints.The

transfon力ationthereaderisaskedtoconsiderasadefinitionof“agoodman ，，isnot

山atthe grandmotherhasbeen changedfromashallow se侨centered“lady，，toa

c州ngsP试奴口lbe毗，七utratherthatTbe珑sfit hasbeen trallsformed froma
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0，Co朋or，swbrks云omPostmodernismPers

he8I’t1esskillertoamemberoftheResurrection.Withino，Connor，sframework，and

inherassessment，TheMisfitistocomefromthedeadasone ofthose

tbroughCMst;hewillfollowH加.onewonders，however，ifLaZ团r’Ushad beena

socioPath oraPervertedchildkiller，wouldthebiblicalstoryhaveworkedasa

parable?Readersmustquestiontheklndofdeitywbom画festshisgracetiirough

crimesandseesthe“goodman，，inaklllerofchildren.Wbjleo，Connor

be1ievedthatexPeriencinggraceandsalvation

rescueirreligiousbeingsantago苗stictowards

thioughviolent means wasawayto

salvationfromeertaindamn ation，her

油agesfailtoProvideinsightsthatcantransform violenibehav1orintoconduct

。vertlyreco酗zedas divine.Thus o，Conno r，sfictionalreality， whereinthe

Perpetratorsofviolenceare a月七rdedthesamesalvificconsiderationafl七rdedthe

victinls，becomestroublesomeo，Connor，simagesdomoretodisPlacethe Power

embodiedliteral1yandfigurat1velyinChrist，sresuxre ctionthantoembraceit.

3.3ThcGrammarofNegation

丁七rough aticalstructtiresandwordPlayo，ConDorencaseshercharacters

inalanguagethatd如esthemthe 即ssibilitiesofattainingthe salvat1ontoward

whichtheystruggle.Furtber，this doesnolceaseoncethemomentof

gr即els

questions

.0，Collllor，SSklll

negativism

atveiling ofhergranUn aticalstIuctoresraises

astotheult而ate destinyhercharactersachieve.A」lunderlyingnegativism

emPhasizesthewarnm gintendedforherreading Public，butthefactthatnegatives

continuetoP1aguehercharactersaftertheyreceiveag1imPseofsalvationblursthe

essenceofhermessage，andPethaPsevendenieshercharactersthefateshewould

chooseforlhem.

  Negativestructuresare undeulablyobservableinGoodCoun妙People.Fromthe

momeniHu1gasetsouttomeettheBibleSalesman UDt11theendofthestory，五fty一5议

Para『aPhSwithatotal of204sentencesoccur. Negativewordsornegativeverbs
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ThePostmodemismCatholic一aReinterpretatlonofo，Connor，sstories

appearinfoI’ty一fouroftheseparagranhs;ouly七刀elveparagraphshaveapositivecast，

aconditionthatgivesthisPassageanoverVvhe1m1nglynegativeco卿Iexion

  TbePredominanceofthe negativecoordinateconjunction“but，，in面ssto理

subt1ylmP1iesanenvironmeniwhereexcePtionsorcontradictionsflourish The

P1ethoraofw0rdsthatobliterateexistenceordisgUiseitsrealitygivesevidenceofa

worldwheredesPair seemsalmosttangible.Additionalwordsinthissection俪th

negative connotations or诫th汕Plicationsofconcea】ment thatworktonegate

exPectatlonsare:

  Illusions，nowhere，emP仪 blindfolds，losing，esc即ing，detached，distanCe，destroy，

surrendedng.

    Thetensionscreatedino，Connor，slanguageby面snegativeovertonetemPers

叨yglln”nerofhOPethat而ght existforthesP试瓦以lfutUreofhercharacters by

。fferingdisPutab1eandconfoundingtest汕onyassurro UndingaccomPanun entswhen

thlscbaJ旧cters日叮eo月免red vie、vsoftheirfata】visions.

  认飞ileitispossibletoassume thato，Connor meant to1nd1catenegativityabout

theworldinwhichhergodlesscharactersl1ve，andesPeciallyabouttheworid

surro undingHulga，theePitomeof苗hilism，sheProvidesnoreliefforHul罗onceshe

basbeenexPosedtoGod，sgrace.仆。ughHu1gaisshatteredbyherexPerienee s，

0，Cozmor offersbernoreleasefromnegation.Asthe storyends，Hulga‘‘wasleft’，

witha“chu『ningface’’.Tbeverb ‘‘waSleft’’indicatesthatHu1gawas nOt abletogo

叨卿hereasshecontemP1atestherealltythatnowsuxTo undsher.

  hicontrast，HulgaseestheBiblesalesman“strugglingsuccess细lyoverthe green

sPeckledlake，，.one而ght exPectthathewould“strUggle，，，forthe Biblesalesman is

theobviousvillain andaconnectionwithnegativeswouldbeaPProPriate.长t，the

Biblesalesman，byanalliancewiththe adverb“successfully，，，c助somehowesc即e

negat汹ity.The五0拍c】mageo，ConDorleaves初thberreaders isthatthoBlble

Salesman，asevilm耐fest，Wa1ksthegreenearthinametaPborremin1scentofJesus，

Godlncarnate，walklngonthe w以ersL派 Jesus，the BiblesalesmanaccomPlishes

面sactlon一in州u扣IPh.Hulg‘whomthereader面幼texPecttoberedeemed叭erher
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                  Ch即terThreeTheself-contradicto砂FigurativenevicesandWritingTechniquesof
                    _ _0，Connor，sWbrksfromP0stmodemi丽Pe邝p喊ive 一

suddenrealiZation，isleftProstrate，overcomenotoulybyher苗hilismbuteven more

imPortant1ythoroughlyincaPacitatedbythe1an即ageofnegativitythatobfuscatesher

cbancesforrede功Ption.

  ATe即leoftheHOlyGhostbasbeendescribedas“oneofo，Connor，smost

positiveandreassunn gpicturesofh叨manpotentiality’，and而tiallyappearsunhke

the desPairingportraitofhuln耐tysketchedinGo口dCoun妙People.T五eunnamed

chiIdinthestorydoesseem toaChieveasortofh山苗litywhensheconsiders，inone

ofhermanyreveries，thatofhernu〔nerousfau】tsshe‘‘waseaten印⋯withthe sinof

Pride，山eworstone，，. Oncethecbild

God，sscheme，herlanguageisburdenedwith

beginstoacknoWledgeberPaI’tin

negatives.0，Conno rexPressesher

Prayerinthefollo，门ngpassage:

  H叩menottobesomean.shebeganmechanicaily.HePmenottogivehersomuchsass.HeP

menoftota】kl水eldo.HermindbegantogetquietandthenemptybutwhenthePriest面sedthe

monstrancewiththeHostshi苗ngivory一loredinthecenterofi仁shewas th诫ingoftheteniat

the fairthatthefreakinit.(Collected247一8)

  EVeryoneofthesesentencesexPressesanegative intent.PerhaPso，Conno r

means tosuggestthechild，sPreParatlonfor GOd，sreve lationthroughherentrance

intothetraditionalChristian巧aNegativ氏

  0，Conno rexP1icitlyhidicatesinseveral ins枉旧cesthatthechild“didn，thave

anytbingsbecould面nkof，，，thatshewas “emPty.mlnded，，(Collected244).Herfinal

prayerevenemPhas泳sthat“Her而ndbegantogetquletandthenemPty’，(Collected

248).Th1semPtying seemstoallowfor hereventua1salv臼t10nthroughher sPiritual

entr田Iceintomysticism.AsAlainCugnoexPlains，

  My州cismisnegative，becauseitcolltrastsbelieving(whichderivesfromfaith)withseeing·

Formysticism，whatshallult而atelybeseenisthesameaswbatisnowbelieved.Butinrelation

toseeing，believingisnegative.wedonotseewhatwebelieve.26

  EugeneA.Maio，discussesthe viewthemysticmustattaintoreachGod:

肠cugno，AJ翻亩‘山川为自月of珑 cm”，、乙夕毛习月‘不‘翅9触ofc汤r臼t‘0”州孙“几切ndon:B吟 &0田es，
1979，P16
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God，oneandslinPle，isbeyondthevis币le .IfGodcannotbeex训riencedwilhinthe

human，6ni铭 tovolun切战ly姗dertakeajoumeythroughanight inwb沁hallth日isnot

Godisabandoned产7

  AsMaloreveals，thePhilosoPhyofst.JohnoftheCrossembodicsthebeliefthat

“Tbej0umeytoGodmusttherefotebeanegativeway二ade苗al，adisengagement，的

助画hllationofeve rythingthatisnotGod.，，Yetconfusion thechild，5

sP试tua】condition.TheProblemof

ofmysticssuchasst.

访忱甲retingthechild，sthoughtasaPProachingthe

Jobn oftheC1ossisexempllfiedinthelangUage

thato，Connorchoosesforthechild.InherPrayer，the childdoesseemtobeusing

negativestoeffectaPositivechangeand而ght even beconsideredascontemP1at1ng

negation toachievesatisfaclion.Inthefilstti止eeseDtencesofheTPnlyeT，也e

negativismisove川yexPressedinthenegative‘，not’，.However，thecuriousaspectof

this‘，Prayer，，the childofferstoGOdifshecould‘‘not二besomean，，，“not⋯give⋯50

muchsass，’’ “加t⋯怕】kl派 Ido，’A1th0ughthenegativesinthepassa geCan be

consideredasevidenceofthechild，sb也nilityandhersub面ssiven ess还the faceof

God，heruseoftheintensifiersquantifiesthede笋etowhichshe初llaccePtchange.

HeTrequestofGodrei在rorcesherclingingadherencetoher PreviOus】ydetailed

mean-sP沉teddiSPositionshewillcontinueher面sbebavior;oulythedegreeofher

面sconduct初llbemitigated.

    Tbeuseofthe words“so’，助d“somucb，，Indlcatesthatthe childis州 llingto

prayforacomPleteconductchange.Sheisunwi llingtoreachthetotality0fnegation

inwhich“allthatisnotGodisabandoned.，，认飞ensheasks江she面ghtnottalk“1翻

Ido’，the加P】icationisthat也eilirnannerinw场chshetalksisanin幼cate and

inextricablepartofherpersonalityandissomethingsheisreluctanttoe1iminate

comPletel醉0，Connor，suseoftheseintensifiers耐yallowsforadegreeofchange，

nOtthe‘、。talanduncompromislng，，posti双ethatst.Johaofthe crossinAscent of

MountCarm elfeltnecessarytoensure thatone，5“soulmayreceivethel派nessof

God.”

2，EugeoeAM‘0.&为为月of撒。饥J:八e加卿口矿五明，M“rid:PI即or，s人，1973，PI63
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                  ChapterThreeTheself-C0nti书dicto口Fi四旧ivcDevi优sandwritingTechniquesof
                          0，Connor，5节阳d巧丘。mPosti们叼ernismPerSPO.ive 一

  AsthechildcontemPlatesherfiJtureshefeelsthat

  ShewouldhavetobeasalntbecausethatwastheoccuPationthatincludedeverythingyou

couldknow;andyetsheknewshewouldneverbeasaint.Shedidnotstealnormurderbotshe

wasabornliarands10thfoIandshesassedhermotherandwasdeliberatelyuglytoalmost

everybod多(Collected243)

    0，Connor，slanguageinthisPassageemPhasizestheir由erencyofthechild，5

meannesswhenshecallsher“abomliar’，whoseuglinessis“deliberate户，The

Positivenoteinthisstorybecomesentangledandovertakenbythe langu眼eof

negativityThechild，thioughherPrayer，concedesherlinPeri免ctionsbutconsents

oulytoremain inamodifyingPosition.Hermech翻calPrayer，cloudedbythoughts

ofthe freakatthefair，画tesher俪ththefreak，sacceP切叮ceofhisconditlon.She，

liliethefreak，doesnot“disPutehit.TlljsisthewayHewantedmeto，，(Collected

248).SheaPProachesthe negativewaytosalvati叽 butdeliben戒ely，公irough

lingulsticchoices，stoPsshortofthetotalnegativityneededtoemPtyhersoul of

“everythingthatisnotGod.，，

  The1astlinagethe readerhaSofthechildassheleavesthereligioussettingofthe

conventisof

  Thebignun[Who]swooPedd0wnonhermiSChievouslyandnearIysmOtheredher intheb1aCk

hab斌mashillgthesideofherfaceintothecruci叙hitched0nt0herbeitandthenbo1dingheroff

andlookingatherlittlePeriwinkleeyes.(Collected248)

  Thechildherselfis‘，nearlysmothered，，intothe blacknessofthenun ，scloth亩9，

her face“maShing’’the cruc ifix，yetsheisdePnvedofac0mP1etereligious 切mon·

Thechild，tllroughhernon.Prayer，has印沉加allynegatedachangeindePortment.

0，Connor，slanguage，whichintimatelybut negativelyassociatesthe child俪ththe

Personagesoralticlesofreligion，combines俪ththe child，sdeliberatebebavlorto

suggesthernon一redemPtlon一Therefore，whileMaywritesthat‘劝echildcomes一as

eachofusmust一toreallzewhather l俪tations arebutmore而poriantly，whatshe

can郎comPlishdesPitethem，，，thenegativelanguageofthechildandthe smothering，
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11，ePosU刀回前 ismC日tholiC一aRein 0f0，Coll幻Or，SS10ri韶

hurt加11m叱esthatint1matelycormecthertothepeopleandObjectsimpo比知ttoher

religion，即dbyimplicationhersalvation，“di印utehit.，，0’Connor’slan即眼eof

negation1eavesthe childunabletoarticulate“whatshecan~ mPhshdesPite”her

1而itations.Sheisobsessed，instead. withherfrailtiesandunc onsciousofher

Possibilities.Hermindneverbecomes“emPty，，enoughto此ceiveGod，sgrace.The

underlyingrestrictionsPlacedonherthioughhergranun aticalcho1ces，aswellasthe

injurious画onwiththenun andcrucl fix，obscure the孙ssibilityofanoptlmlstic

sPiritualoutcomeforthechild，shuttingheroutofanyreligious允lfilllnent.

  0，Conno r，5.granunarofnegationalsoencomPasseslanguagechoicesthatPoint

towar danunderlyingdirectionalbiasformovement‘，d0认叮，，asopposedto“uP’，，an

lmP1iedmetaPhoricalstructUrePervasiveinW七stemcunurethatbulldsontheidea

thatGodjParadiseisuPandsat助西ellisdown.

  InAGood人(anls万乞rdtoFind，the endingofthestoryalludestoavariety of

“印，，and“down，，references，butthePredonnn anceof“down，，issiglllficant:

    1.thegrandmotherraisedherheed二，

    2.“Jesuswastheon】yonethatever而sedthe dead户，

    3.“enjoythefewminutesyougot 1eftthebestwayyoucan一bykillingsomebodyor

      bumingdown hishouse.，，

    4.“MaybeHedidn，traisethedead，，，theoldladymumbled⋯feelingsodl石以thatshe，川k

      down intheditcbwithher1egstwistedunderber

    5.Hittingthegroundwithhisfist.

    6.“Listenlady，，，hesaidinahighvoice二

    7.ThenhePuthisgundown ontheground.⋯

    8.Hiram andBobby玫eretumed加mthewoodsandstoodovertheditch，lookingdo从们at

      theg仆田dmotherwhohalfsat andbaIflayinaPudd1eofbIoodwithher1egscrossed

underherlikeachild，sandherfaCesmilinguPatthecloudlesss称

    9.“Shewa‘atalker，wasn，tshe?，，Bob勿Leesaid，slidingdownthedjtch⋯(collectedl32)

  Thesenseof“downn ess，，Predom加atesin面sconc】udingsectionofthesto谬

Ouly fourdirectionai祀化rencesindicateanJ、P，，orientatlon·
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            _ _____ Q一C。。幻。r’sWbrks加mPostmodemismPerspective -- 一

  0，Connor，sdirectionalwordsPointus“downward，，.Eventhosesentencesthat

exPressacolin ection初th“uP’，are tentativeabout thelegitimacyof创smotion.

SentenceZ，sPokenbyTheMisfit，andconiainingthe directionalconcePtof‘，uP，，，

seemstonegateits“uPness，，becauseitisfollowedbythenegativesentence“andHe

shouldll，tbavedoneit，，，along俪thasucceeding seriesof“ifs，，山atlndicatehis

skePticism.

  Foro，Connor，scharactersthe concePt of“do从的，，访加sestheirwoildwitha

desPerateanddePressing田刀biencethatsuggeststhatthe知扣reisnotbetterlnfact

forthem，thereisoftenno九权叮e，oulyadreary)面serablePreseni.0，Connor ，5

negativeoutlookPervadesherlin娜sticstructUresanddePartsfromthe traditional

Catholicviewof九t’UreeverlaStingsP访tuallife.Inmostofher6cti叽 hercharacters

leadlives雨thoutPro而se，andanyhoPeforsalvationistangledinagranll刀arof

negationthatcIoakstheirfateinmysteryandmirestheminhOPelessness.
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1110P0Stm0d七口11SmC日tholic_a on ofo，Connor，sstorics

ChaPterFourPossibleHiddenReasons
      fortheMassiveContradictions

4.IFlanneryo，ConnorandtheCatholicwriter

一目洲洲洲

    SheProposesthattheCatholicwriterisone whoishumblebeforereality， never

m耐pulatillgitandnevertu而nghiseyesawayfromitsuglyorunp1easantphases·

口1飞uehumilityisbased即ontherecognjtionthatGodhasgiven man认由aieverPO币on

ofthe “good，，hePossesses;inthecaseofthe明汀lteritishistaleni二俪thallits

limltationsaswellasitspowers.Beforescenesthatone，厅1抚rcanrecreate inwords

anotherishelPlesslyinartlculate，5吟 俪山访the largevocationof硒石terthereare

moresPecializedvocations;indeed，as珑550，Conno rsaysin肠eFiction份itera刀d

关刀‘COun君ry，“avocationisa1imit1Dgfactorwhichextendseventothe kjl1dof

m川erialtbatthe ，江iterisabletoaPPrehend1maginat1ve1y.⋯TbeChristianw五ter

Part1cularlywillfeelthatWhateverhisinitialgiftis，itcomesfromGod;andnoma廿er

bown五noragiftitis，he初llnotbewillingtodestr0yitbytry1ngtouseitoutsideits

properl俪ts一2吕Tbus，止oughshehates阮phiasereg不onalwriter ，hersettingsare

southeln，即dthoughshedoesnotdisbelieveinjOy， hercharac化rsare 山ra认”云。m

thosewhohavecrippledit诚比inthem.

    TheCatholic节庄lter revealsrea】ity.⋯hisnotthe artist，sjobtoassure modem

AJ11ericathatbecausesheisthe greatestnationonthefaceofthe gl0be，allsballbe

wen.⋯Ifthe grotesqueisanlmpon田npart0frealitytoday，the Catho1icwritermuSt

llOt onlyportraygr0tesquerlcbut make介 止atreadersare shockedintorealizingit

assuch，inanagewhenthe perverseis即cePtedasnon刀al.Actually，‘，apurely

affin刀以ivevisionc别山1otbedemandedofhimIthecatholicwriter]withoutliInjting

2.Paulso氏suzann e，Morro钱肠n”呷。’c0月月0尸注&创办of叻。助叫月d才。月，Boston:介.”eP的11劝ers，
1988，P154
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                        Cha口lerFourPossibleHidd翻Reasonsforth亡MassiveCo刀加didions ___

hisfreedomtoobservewhatmanhasuone俪小山ethingsorood，，.29

  UndoubtedlyFlanneryo，Conno r一basonenmetthisquery:“Butdoesn，tyour

religioninhibityou?Doesn，titrestrictthe freedomofyourart?，，HerrePlyisa

stralghtforward，‘叹。tatail;infac仁quitethe contrary.，，Herreasonsforma侧泊gthis

denialshowthatshehasPenetratedthesenseoftheBiblical1ine，‘‘、乞shallknowthe

truthandthe勺刀thshallmakeyoufree.，，Intheessayquotedabove，sheexPlainsher

Position:

    lhave hearditsaidthatbeliefinChristi皿dogmaisahindrancetoa明厅lter，butl

myselfhavefoundnothlng九rtherfromthe 七uth.Aclua]】y，itfreesthe storytellerto

observe.ltisnotasetofruleswhichfixeswhathe seesintheworld.ha月免ctshis

writingprimarilybyguaranteeinghisreSpectformystery‘

  Inotherwords，itgiveshlmavantage加intinthe耐verse，a‘，viewfromaroc从，，

认七ere，灿。幼ngexactlywhereheis，hecan accePtthematerials

servant theeyeand，transfigunngthem

叭er而crocosm ashePursueshiscraft.

inthelight ofhismind，

broughthjmbyhis

楠ghionmicrocosm

Moreover，itPreventshis而st司匕ngstatlstics

forrealitybyinsist吨 thatheusethe absolute andnotthe re1ativeascriterion.⋯

Flann eryo，Conno rPitiesthePoorandaffiiCteddeni2尼Dsoftheruzalsouthwbo

Peopleher

m‘reasingly

lfiction].Theyarelargelyw田下edinsPlri仁aw田甲功9认而chbecomes

evidentastheirtalesu创rold;butsomehowtheshrive1ing oftheirsouls

bastakenthembysurpriseandonecannothelpfeelings”mPathyfortheirabortlve

effortstobreakthr0ughthecocoonoficethesurroundsthem一desPiteallbarrlers，to

~ hsomesortof彻filllnent.Theevangelicalreligionofherareaholdsouttothem

littlePromiseforcornn1un1oneither初thDeityor俪theachother.

  EveryshortstoryorPracticallyeveryone(excePtfor afewnearParodiesthatare

slmPlystylisticexereises)haSitsown eP1Phany，itssPecificcouPde『ace:还The

L诉Yo“5卿e五询夕BeYOuro脚力，itistheins往旧twhenshiftlet“feltthattherottenness

oftheworidwas abouttoengu】fhim.’’InATe即IeoftheHo加Ghost，itisthe

29脚饭记，明Pbc.Flanne 尽口℃。朋份。耐血〔沛尸台卜hau触d枷人Michigan;铂uiamRECTd皿盯sPublish俄
2004，P124
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1llePosU们odernismCalholic一aRein ofo，Connor，SS10rieS

reco列tionofthehermaPhrodite，sbumandi助ity，itsstatuschangingfromthatofa

cun osityseenatafairtothatofatemPleoftheHolyGhostInAOrcleintheFire，it

iswhenMrs·CoPe，inshockoverthefire，dr0Psthemas kofrigidself-rigbteousness，

thusrevealingane却ressionthatherdaughterhadnevernoticedbefore.⋯Inthese

sPecialmomenisinwhichthecharacters，exPerienee ismadePure and画vers al，

there isnoPlaceforeiU1erthe ironicorthegr0tesque，曲dGodhjl力selfseemstolive

again.Notthe亩umphant，secun ty一glv1ngGodthatsocietiesneedandconstant1y

restorefortheirownParticularends，butHewhoisanoPenwoUnd.⋯

  Belief，inherview’was aninstrumentfor‘’Penetratingreallty，，，notformoldingi仁

阳dtheCatholic加velwasnothingrnoreorkssthan“one inwhichthe枉uthas

Christiansknowithasbeenusedasa1ighttosee此worldby.，口0

4.ZFlanneryO，ConnorandChristianRealism

    Becauseo，Connorthought thc俪tingoffictionwas alwaystoso〔Dedegree

mysterious，shewasskePticalofmerelytech面calaPProachestowriting.Still，her

ideasaboutfiction wr1tingwerelargelyinagreemellt 诚ththoseofthe dominant

criticsinthePostwar，andl淞 themshesaw the majorchallengetoherworkcon”ng

fromthepopularcultulelfherC腼stianbeliefexemPtedher加mthe characterlstic

PoliticalennuiofthePos幻刀aryears，itdidnotremovethe Problem ofthewriter，5

authorityinrelationtosociety)butintensifieditinstead:

    TOdaymanyreadersandcriticshavesetuP forthenovelakindoforthodoxy.

Theydemandarealismoffactwh1chmay’ intheend，11mltratherthanbroadenthe

novel，sscoPe.Theyassociate theoniylegit而atematerialforlongfictionwlththe

movement ofsocialforces，初ththetyPical，withfideIitytothewaythingsIookand

h即peninnormallife.3，

ROb。氏Mjlder，Th已尸阳招JtantIS用扩月。nn已ryo℃d月nor，TheSOuthcmReview，1975，PS能
FitZg.】氏Sally&Robe氏Fi。召e阁d树5.月朗能ry口℃勺”n配36别e尽口月d盛勿nn毗，New、劝rk:F也朴巩

3c

31

5七aus&Giro叭 1963，P66
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  InordertocreateformsthatwouldhavetheabrUpt而Pactofreaiity即onher

readers，the“realismoffact’，encourageditsaudiencetoconfosethemater1alworld

初th ‘，tbedeePerklndsofrealism，，，500，Connordeten刀Inedto violatethe

conventionsof而meticrealism:“aliteral泊rewh1chnurrors societywouldbefitguide

forit’，.Herfavoritetact1cforexPosingthatco1dhsion、vastoshow thatmaterial

reaiityinitsdistortedaspect:“YouhavetomakeyourvisionaPParentbyshock，，，she

insists.“Tothehardofheanngyoushout，andforthealmost-blindyoudrawl吨e

andstartlingfi脚es，，.32

    InPartbecauseofherstatedintentionsandorientationtowardthenational cuhi止e，

thesetyPicaldevices，assumPtionsandthemesofo，Conno r，sAGood九白nls月公rdto

Fi刀dbeararemarkab1eresemblancetothediscourseofrevisionistliberalis幻。.Tbe

1mPutationtocultureandhistoryofacomPlexambi加tybeyondthereachofreason

andideas，theass切rnPtionofhumanin1Peri七ctionandhieradlcabilityofevil，the

necessitytoreco如zethe11m1tationsofbumancontrolandaSPiration，berrePeated

rePresen宜atlonofbrUtalreallty in mascullnefigures一allthese elementsare

conun onPlaceshithe discoursesofcoldwar libera11sm.Thoughsheviewe dher

fictionasadram aticrePrimandtolibe司assUmPtions，therevlsi面stlibeI’alismofthe

Postwarerawas inmanyresPectssPeak1ngherlanguage.Tbisdialogiciro叮noto川y

helPsunderiinethe“Christianrealism，，whichl创formsmuchofthe politics，foreign

Policy，andhistori0graPhyofthePeriod，butalsosuggeststhe historicalcharac terof

belief-一thatitmustfindexPressionintenns，figures，themesinex肠cablyProducedby，

andengaged初th，thediaiogueofitst油e.

  Thehistoricalconditions orPr0vocationof而sunintentionalechoare conun ouly

describedasthecrisisofliberalism叭erwbrid从/arll.Thosesoroewbatfamiliarwith

thediscourseofthe Pos勺刀aryearswillnote thato，Conno r，sview ofherfiction

emPloysmanyofthe assumPt10nsunderlyingawidev面etyofPos七刃artexts，丘。m

Niebuhi，stheologytoKennan，sforeignpolicy.Therepeatedreversalsof0，Connor，5

32Fi摊era.，一翎ly&ROb仁氏Fi魂‘浏dcds月助1码，o’connor协，化口。耐人肠月爬”.Ncw yoth:Fanali
Stlaus&G加ux. I963，P34



Th.PostmodemismCatholi卜一aReinte印retationofo’Connor，sstories

fictionthushaveafan五liarfeeltothem，fortheyserveasallegoriesofthe libera】

confrontedwiththeevilandviolencethatliberalismhadn，tbeen PreParedto

acknowledge.Anhurschiesinge瓦Jr.，for。x别mPle，badasked，“whywas

pro笋ssivismnotnreparedfor拓tle价，，33耐 was expliciuy诚11访gtoentertain

theologicalexPlanationsofhumannatureasprenu sesforitsnewPolitical“realism，，.

  Christian realismandpofitical‘，realism”were never far aPart inthe yeals

follo节几ngwbrid从/arll，discoursesthatoftenreinforcedoneanotherinthe w朽tings

ofsuchmenasschiesingerandNiebuhr.Ironically，then，thePre而sesofo，Cormor，5

workwereremarkablyconsistent 诚ththoseoftheveryaudlenceshe汕日gined

withermgunderherattack.“Thecor’rUPt1onsofPower，，，Schiesinger节江ote，‘肠e

desiretoexereisei七thedesiretoincreaseit，山edssireforprostrationbeforeit-一助d

noPlace

勺刀entleth

m ProgreSSIVecalCulations.，，34The movementsofhistoryinthe

had an10unted一in a

‘七aglc

telling a ‘‘blslorical

re一education，，ofliberalism.

    Thes0uthem m11icuisac0fiveaicncet0m，卜，artlcl，1，t，山emoral卜月”rdsof心

contemPoraJ下life.Theideaof‘肠esouth，，andof“southemwriting，，aisohelPsto

situateo，Connor，scollection ofstories，fordunngthe fiftiessPecificPolitical

cul奴盯a1meaxun gswereattributedtothesouthemexPerience .When认目kerPercy

wontheNationalBookAwardinl96lfor 几e五勿viegoer，he、va‘askedwbythe

Southwascontrlbutingsomany助ewrlters.Heanswere 氏“Becausewe lostthe

W址.，，0，ConnorgaveherlinerpretationofPercy，sm~ ginan essayshe

contrlbutedtoesPrit:“Hedidn，tmeanbythats1mP1ythatalostwar makesgood

subjectmatter，，’0’Connor，厅ote.“We havegone加tothemodemworld俪thinb切rDt

know1edgeofhumanliInjtationsandwithasenseofmystery whiChcouldnotbave

develoPedinourfirststateofl朋ocence一asithasnotsuffic1ent1ydevelopedinthe

”schaub，Thomas，Hiu.月跳印呵 万比君ion仇th。cOId“公r，wi翎nsin:Theunivelsityofwisconsm pres幻991，

P124

洲schaub，几。叭 Hjll.月m~ Fiction 初thec勺资d肠r，钻sco咖:Th巴Uni朴ityof钻sconsin阮55，1991，
pl25



restofourcoUntry，，

ofHartZ，Niebuhr

C如a区‘rFourP。业jbleHiddenRe巴刃nsfortheMassiveCon宝阳diCtions

少而sisasuInIn aryidenticaltothosewecanfind访thewriting

即d、乞nn wbodward一allofwhomusedthe exPerienceofthe

south asasourCe ofdireCtivesforUnitedStatesforei即polic丫htheforwardto

A」11erican DiPlomacy，Kennandescribedthe ironicauraofthe Alliedvictory:“one

hadtheinescaPablefactthatoursec面ty，orwhatwetooktobeoursecurity，had

sufferedatremend0usdeclineoverthecourseofthe half-centUry‘AcoUntrywblchin

l900hadnothoughithatitsProsPerityandwayoflifecouldbeinanywaythieatened

bytheoutsideworldhadarrivedbyl950ataPointwhereitseemedtobeableto

t址nkofli川eelsebutthisd缨er，，.36

  、乞山IW匕odward，sessayfirstrestated‘、be云onicinconglitiesofour Position，，

andthenexP1oredthisironyinlight ofsouthem histo珊hiV山mwbodward，5

thesouthernhistoriancanbringasPecialPoint ofviewandexPerience

叩】nlo氏

to these

national ironies，andthereforeisc叩ableofmaking“a印ecialcon幼butiontothe

understandingoftheironyofA」11ericanhisto毕”37

  、怡m1Wbodward，sessay helPshistoric泳 or sitL旧teaPerVasive southem

conviction俪山inasPecificPoslwarcontext.The加nyofo，Connor，santi一libe司ism

isthesuccessofhervision，itsmarvelouscolncldence初thdominantdiscoursesof

coldwar liberalism.onem盯bePerfectiywillingtograntthe a-historicallegitimacy

ofo，Conno r，sreligiousobjectionstothe modemtemPer-一wlthout，indoing so，

igDo血gthe historical discourseswhich o，Connor ，slan到ageintersectsand

relnforces.丁bishistoricizingallowsustoreadasPectsofherwork诚thaneul雌ed

senseoftheirculturaldialogue.

  Revisioaist1ibera11smisnotsoexPliciUyinscribedwithinthe titiestoryofA

GOod人白”15石触rdtoFi月d.Thequalitiesthatmake面sstowsoidentifiablewitbthe

Pos幻刀arelaare morecomPlex，Powed五lly面beddediniro苗creversalsandthe

themestheyaccentuate.ThisiseSPeeiallyclearifwe readthe fictiondir0ughits

”FitZg诩Id.sally&Rob眠Fi。毛e阁dcds.尸细”朋，口，connor拟yst心勺Jand枷 脱rs，F田”城stlaus&GITo叭
1963，P58一59

oossd‘LOu诬，YTheTcst勿Fire:Flanneryo，CDnnor，DukeU”iv日rsityPress，1965，P75
5010住叮0代Theodore.TheD例el即用entofF如月”e尽0℃‘n月or，A山eneum，1970，pl71
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ThePo引山lod恤ismCatholic一aRcinte印reta幻Onofo，Connor，sslories

allusionstoM雌aret诵tchell，sGOnewiththe暇刀d，whichbringtheirony of

southemhistorytobearuPontheGrandInotherandherson，5血而ly.

  Inthe story， thegrandmother，sdesire di月贻rs丘omherson，5:instead of

vacationinginFlorida，shewantstovisither“connection，，ineastTermessee.Herson

andhisfan11lyseemtobe1nterestedoIilyinco而cs，迈the“如nyp叩ers，，andthe

sPortSP眼e;theyhaveno叮eforbeautyinthelandscaPe，noresPeet forfamily

relations.Asinsomanyofo，Conno r，sstories，the chaJ卫cterwhoisgoingto往改ethe

hardestfall一erethe grandmother-一ismadetolookgoodbycontrastwithherson

明dhis佃njlyBaileyisabald，tacltunlfather，we州ngaHawaiiansbirtwithParrots

。nit.Themother，whoisvirtua]】ymute，hasaface“asbroadandinnoceniasa

cabbage，，andakerchiefonherheadwith‘气woPolinsonthe loP放erabbit，sears，，.

Thechildrenare sodisobedient br副tswhosPeakinscreamsandshrieks.Inthis

coniext，the GraDdmother、vitality， herinterestinth加95，however shallo城 15

refreshing.Ifwesn五1eather，wealsofeelthefami1ylinehaSdegeneratedabit.Sheis

stuck幼thaPretty slowcrew.Tbeir1ivesare avacuityitheyare alwayson

‘‘vacation，’’andtheyarehe叨edforFIorida，thenbegin正ngtoincarnatetheemPtiness

助dde一egionall乙ationofAmericanculture.

  TheGran山叮otherissotakenuPwithherdesiretovisitherre1ations thatdur访9

theridesbebeginstoassociatethescene卿theyarePassingthrough初thhergirlhood

landscaPe，and面sassociationisarecollectionatonceofherPaSt andofthe0ld

SouthbeforetheCivilV/ar.

    0，Connor允rtherelaboratestheCivilW由，allusion inthescenewhichfollows，

describingthe soPorificcarrideafterlunch andthe c0nfosedrecollectionthe

Grandmotherhasof“anoldP1antat1onthatshehadvisitedin面sneighborboodonce

whenshewas ayoUnglady.Shesaidthe househads汉whitecol切口nsacro ssthefroni

即dthattherewas anavenue ofoaksleading叩toitand七刀01洲ewoodentrellis

肚borsoneithersideinfrOniwherey0usatdown withyoursuitor峨erastrollinthe

garden，，.(Collected l53)TOinducehersontolookfor面soldhousesheinventsalie

山以elabo拍加sand一pn刀砒 七盯:朗抚bell姗 nostalgia:“There was asec比tpanelin
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thishouse，，，shesaidcraftily，nottellingthe truthbut 诚shingthatshewer e，“andthe

stOrywenithatallthefam11ysilverwas hiddeninitwhenShermancamethroughbut

itwas neverfound，，.The“secretPanel，，ideaisahitwiththekidsandBaileyisforeed

tocapitulate.

  The“secretPanel，，，1派 the memorygenerally，isafacilerePresentationofan

undefiledsouth，asecret accesstoarecoverab1ePast Forthe woods，beside认七Ich

theirmother，soved刀medcarfinallycomestorest，are‘，tallanddark anddeeP，，，and

oncetheMisfitandhisgangaPpear-一outside“Toombs一boro，，ina‘，bigblackbattered

hearse一1派 automobile’，-一 ewoodsbeco。。eevenmore 吐ireatemn g:‘，behindthem

thelineofwoodsgapedl派 adark openmouth，，.丁七efamily，smindless，amm ai

appetitesherereeme唱easins加口cesofna奴汀e，saPpetite，redintoothandclaw，ready

to CODSU们口e.

    TheMisfit，sviolence，ofcourse ，isaform ofmoralindi卿ation thathis

exPerienceandhismoralitydonot‘‘matc丫，andhisinability torememberhisfirst

crl〔nesuggeststhatthe珑sfitish切叮anrationa]ltyltsel坑朋abletocomPrehendthe

a份ontofmortalityasapu苗shmeniforman、。riginal‘，fall.’’

    WithlnthePos幻刀arcontextthe 诵sfitisreallyadoublefigure:ontheonehandhe

isadefenselesslibera1inte1lectUal;onthe otherhandheisthe realityofviolenceand

evi】forwhichthe liberalisunPrePared.托sisthe violenee ofaslmP】ifyingreasOn

1mPosing itsPumtivelogicuPontherecalcitrantcomP1丽tiesofhumannal泊reand

history.

  BeforeencoUnte对ngthe GIandmother，the MisfithaddeveloPedalogicbywhich

hecouldlive，butitwas alogicthatrequlreddisbelief:ifJesus didn，traisethe dead，

heexPlainstoher，‘肠enit，snothingforyoutodobut七njoythefewminutesyougot

leftthebestwayyoucan一七ykilling somebodyorburmn gdownhishouseordoing

someothermeannesstob」m，，.(Collectedl53)Thepossibilitythatjesus面ght have

raisedthe deadU扛ows“eve尔hingoffbalance，，助ddestroysthelogicofhisbehavior.

TheGrandmother，sgestoretestifiestoherbelief，anditisfor this玲ason thatthe

诵sfitisdescribedsPnnglng七朗k“asifasnakehadblttenhlm户，TbeGrandmother，5
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gestureviolatestheconsistenCyoftheMisfit，5排otectivelogicandre〔noveshislast

lineofdefenseagams tthemysteryof骊stence:“TheMisfit，seyeswere red一nnuned

andPaleanddefenseless一looking，，.(Collectedl57)

    Understoodin面sw眼AGood五匆nls乃乞rdtoFi”dtomsouttoenactoneofthe

centralParablesofcold、vaxthinkingandthe “endofideology’，一山atthenative

rationalityofliberal idealismProducesagreaterviolencethan abeliefwhich

recogn1zestherealityofevilinhuman behavior1ntroduc1ngthisstorytoher

audienceatHollinsCollegeinVirginia(l962)，0，Connortoldthem，‘，lhavcfound

山atviolenceisstrangelycapableofrefun五ngmycharacterstorealilyandPreP幼ng

themtoaccePt比e计mome ntorgrace，，.38而sisc俪stianre目irmwithaven罗ance .

    Thereare 访creashigsi助sthatcrificswanttoconstIuctsecularreadingsof

0，Connor，readingswhichacknowledgeforCatholicismbut interpretthe storiesfora

politicalsubteXt.0，Connor，sworkhasrecentlybeguntobere.aPPr田sed初thinthe

contextoftheCold认/a「Forjohn LanceBacon，0，Conno r，sfictionfocusesonthe

culturalcllinatePromotedbythe如 ety thatStalinandSPutnjkcouldelicit.Bacon

readsherasadissenting voiceinthe l950sageofa用uence:“Shecalledattentionto

thediscrePancybe。刀eenanidealized“Alllericanway，，二即dthe socialreallties

producedbythismergerofPoliticsandculture.Certainly，0，Connor，scareerwa‘

ove rshadowedbytheColdW自r.Inl960shereceivedasororityawardatanann让al

luncheonwheretheSPeake几oneMercerLivermo re，talkedabouthercollUn u苗ty

servicetothewomanbehindthemenbeh1ndthe 而ssilesatCaPeCanaveral.T五e

Ailant1cJournalrePortedMsLiverm ore，sconun entthatwomen ，overall，aremore

加terestedin而ssilesasanimPortantfoctorinourAmericandefensethanmen are·

Suchincidentssuggestacu1turewherebuffetsandbulletscouldbefoundin

disti江b吨 proxlinlty.Againstsuchabackdrop(anxlety;heightenednational secun ty;

the con刀nitment toA111ericannat1onhoodinthe faCeofoutside廿叮eats)0，Conn or，5

qulrky，localized，Catholicfi比ons而ghtseem toconstitoteanidios扣cratlc，ifnota

”5曲aub，Th。呱 Hill.月m~ 月“派胡认theCOld肠r，Wiscon s址TheuniversityofwisconsinP哦 1991，
p32



disseni访9，intellec加川position.

    Inherstorieso，Connorfocusedonthesouth，scustomswithananthroPologist，5

eye;herstoriesarefi1ledwithoddt1Jn1sofexPressions，slang，ritua】5，allillustrating

the quiddityofalocaliZedcultureT七etalesare oftenaboutenslavem enitoritt曰1，

aboutthefotllere一enactInentofPattemsofbehav1orwh1chhavenowbecome

bleachedofallmeamn gTheydescribethe comedyandtI’age勿thatensuewhenher

charactersfindtheirr0utinessuddeulyinterrUptedorsubverted.Oneearlystory‘乃e

Geranium，exPloresthe 加stratlonsbome byanoldmanwho，廿ansPortedfromhis

SouthemhometoableakNewYOrktenementreliesonthePositio苗ngofaflower as

aconsolatoryritual.

    Herreadingsofthe south，sracialdilennn asareParticularlysi酗ficant，giventhat

0，Connor，scareercoincidedwiththe grOwthofCivil形ghtsinthe late l950sand

earlyl960sHerletterscontainsomeeXtremelyacerbiccoInm entaryonthesematters·

Sheco卿lained，forinstance，aboutthe inclusionofanincideniinvolvingse罗gation

andCivil瓦ghtsinastorybyher示endCecilDawkins:“llsoUndasifthesethings

aredragged如toshowwheretheauthor，55”口pa面eslie;leave itto止eNAAcR，口9

(仆eNAACPwasthenationalAssociationfortbeAdvancementofColoredPeOPle，

the leadingCivil几ghts脚印.)HerlettersonCivil几ghtshaveatoneofmoc侧泊9

resignation，aswhenshewitnessedaProtest:“W七are gettingPrettysmartherein

Georgiaandare ahe叩smarterthantheyare inAlabama .Wejustletthemniggers

ridsbyandwavedatthem厂Althoughthe toneisnotthatsurpnsing一neimagines

thatironicc即itulationbeforethetideofhistoI’ywas afair1ycomm onPosition

amongsteducatedsouthemers一thelettersdo encoulageustolook昭ain atthe

comPlexrePreseniationofraceino，Connor，sfiction.Here，thecentraltextisthe

cxtraordinary 升eArt沪ciaINigger.

    Hasastoryabout岭 ever carriedamore Provocativetiile?Anelderlymanand

hisgrandson(themotherhasdied一0，Connor，sfamlliesare typicallyloPsidedor

inthe CdZd州沙，Wisconsin:TheUni、。比ityofwis咖sinPre眠1991
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丘actured)仃aVel，forthefirsttinle，fromtheirn叮alhometoanearbycity.Ill五5，1派

manyo，Connorstories，isatriPofrevelation;Nelson雨llseeA衍can一八扣ericansfor

thefirstt汕einhislife.ThedaytriPmovesfrOmawkwardnesstowardsdanger.They

findthemselvesintheblackPaI’t oftown.Thechildrun‘intoanoldwoman，andin

the ensuingP俪cM上Headrefusestoacknowledgethatheisrelatedtothebo丫ltis

oulyon thewayhome，whentheyencounteraweirdPI韶terfigunne，山atthe

sts叮d一offbetweenthe七刀01ravelersisresolved

    TakenFlanneryo，Conno r，sfirststory刚seBIOodasanotherex剐叮Ple，ithaPPens

inTau肠曲叨1，Teune ssee，butdoesnotspecifyexactdates.

    Giventheevenisinthestoryandthet油eo，Conno rwro teit，however，criticsset

thestorysomet面einthe而d，b刀entiethcentuJ澎.Oneevent thatlendscredenceto

critics，t吐nelineforthestoryistheProtagOnist，5，HazelMotes，reflectiononhisstint

inthe arrnyandthewar injurythatsent himhome.Giventhefoctthato，Counor

wro tethebookinthelate吟05，胡dHarcourtPublisheditinl952，MotesProbably

servedhiworldwarll.Theeventsofthestory，then，mostl让elyoccur inthe la“er

halfofthel940sHistorically，inthe latel940sanerworldwarll，Alllericans

enjoyedasurgeofPoPulationgr0WthandvrosPerity.Byl950，morethanl51而llion

Americanscouldtakeadvantageofmany1nnovations thatwouldm砍etheirlives

easierandsafer，即dtheirleisure tlmemoreenjoyable.ForexaJ卫Ple，teclmological

advancescreatedmicrowaveoven

  SomecriticsthoughtChrist，sredemPtionofhUmanjtycomPnsesthemaintheme

of邢seBtoodTbecharacterse刘bjbitthequa1itiesofPeoPlewhohavea面sdirected

senseof印irit’Ua1Purpose，iftheyhaveanysP沉tualPIJ印oseatail.Motes，for

example，endeavorstoturn hisbackonhisstrictreligious backgroUnd勿publicly

denoun cingChrist，eng昭ing还illicitsex，andestablishingthe“Churchwithout

Cbrist，，othercharacters，suchasshoatsandHawks，usereligionasameans of

ma]石ngmoney.YetasstronglyasMotesdeniesChrist，5

resistCh石st，ssalvationintheend.

inhislifehecan刀ot
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  Nevertheless，materialismcon”Ptsmal永ind.IfPcoPlefocusonacquiringwealth

助dmaterialgoods，thenthcyhavelittlet而eforsPirilua】growtllandawar eness.

TheywillengageinuTun oralactsbecausetheymustignorethediffereneebe幻刃een

rightand叭汀ongtoprosPer.

  MuchoftheCriticism ofFlann卿 0，Connor，5朋seBIOod(1952)hascentered

aroUndherthemesonredemPtion.ForthemostPart， suchcriticismhasillus。习tedand

山ereforeconfin力ed，吐止。ughanalysesofherfiction，WhatMisso，Connorhadsaid

aboutherselfthatasawritersheiso到五odoxChristian(印ecificallyCath01ic)，thather

majorthemeinfictionisthe redemPt1onofmanbyC断St，andthatshedePictsthe

grotesqueinsociety.Butthe criticshaveignoredasi酗ficant PointofherPersonal

PhilosoPhythataPPears asamotifinherfiction:山atmaterialProsPerityhashadill

effectsonman’sSPiritoalwell一beingltisbasictothegrotesquenessinmodemsociety，

itstuntsman、sPlri枉以lgrowth，明ditmakesman怡salvation〔。oredifficult.

    ThestoryofarDann田卫edHazelM0tes，认七。dsnieshisChristi画tyandtakes

desPeratemeasU匡estoProvehisdisbelief，Flann eryo，Connor’s环，iSeBtoodmadeits

debutinl952.HarcoUrt BracePublishedthenovelright 峨ero，Conno rSPenia

difficultwinters吐免ringfromsymPtomsthatdoctorslaterdiagnosedassyste而c

lupuserythematosus.Criticsconcurthatthedisease笋胡ya月七ctedo，Conno rslife

andwo氏whiletheyqllestionthesPec访ceffectsithadonherfiction.Manyt址nk

山献0，Connor，suseofthegI0tesquearosefromherown exPerience switha

disease一ravagedbody，yetthegeneralconsensusisthato，Connor‘sreligloussouthem

uPbringingwas the mostimPoriantinfluenc eonherwriting.

    俐3eBtoodaPPearedasFI刚leryo，Connor，sfirstbookinl952，明dshewould

laterdescribeitas‘。aco面cnovel咖utac颐拓anma妙‘lur并0.ltisvreocc印ied

wlthfaUed衅achers，wreckedautomobiles，the denialofvocationandthe su月七ring

thataccomPhaesitThestoryofHazelMotesandhisfailedstruggletoescapethe

shadow ofhisfaithwas面tiallygreetedasasat1reofreligious丘田atlcism ora

如认b团，明如c.厂勿月肚尽口℃协月nor口ndthech，.卜加咧已dsou人浦chi脚:willjamB.E巴dmans Publi止e瓜
2004，P55
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Psychologicalinqulryintoit.However，criticshadtoreconsideritsreligiousthemes

硫ero，Connorsauthor，snotetothe1962secondeditioninwh1chsheu11P1icitiy

Proclalmedherown faith，declarm g:‘叮batbelief访Christistosomeamatteroflife

anddeath hasbeenastun1blingblockforreaderswhowouldPrefertothinkita

matterofnogreatconsequence.，，

book，5 ofreligion，the

Regardlessofthewayinwb1choneinterPretsthe

  grotesque andcom icaSPectsofthework are

1ndisPutab1ytothe forefroniandcanbeseenastrademarksof0，Conno扩5五ction.

    ThefirstcbaPterof矶seBI0odwasoriglnallyastoryino，Connor ，smasterls

thesisfortheUniversityoflowa‘5认汀lter，sworkshOP，andthenovel，sePisodic，aimost

Picaresquestruc加resuggeststhewayinwhichshecomPosedthenovel，机iting

numerousstoriesandvignettesandthened1tingthemintoalineaIform Thenove1

beginswithMotestravellingacrossTennessee丘omhishomeinEastrodtoPreach访

山ecityofTau】ki曲aln afterheisgalv耐zedintoaferocious 助tl一Christians往mcein

thecourseof而lit田yservice.ButMotes，sgrandfatherbadbeenaPreacher，阴dhe

bimselfhaddisPIayedatendencytowardsrellgiousasceticisminhisyouth，P画shing

bimseIfforthesight ofanakedwomanbywa]k1ngwithstonesinhisshoes.Ashe

entersthecity，Jesusis“a初ldraggedfiguremotioninghimtotun1aroundandcome

offintothe darkwherehewas notsure of址sfooting，wberehe面ght bewalkingOn

thewaterandnotknowitanddrowll.”

    InTaulkinham，MotesfoundstheChurchWi1houtChristandmeetsEnochEmOry，

whosecoarseadolescent ambition isaPaganfoiltoMotes，sCbrist.baunted

desPeration.Emoryunme diate1ygainsastrongattachmenttoMotes，butMotesisnot

Interested，andtheyoungmentakeUP seParatelivesinthe city，withMotes

eventua11yfindinghiswaytothebrothelofLenoraWattsandPurchasing acar伪at

pro而sestobringlljnlfreedom.T五ecity，howev er，o月免rsllj」nnoescapefrom

religioussignsandsymbols，明dhebecomesfasclnated妙a衍ablindPreacher，Asa

HawkS.

  hiap毗 MotescomesuPonEnochEm卿 印ylngonamotherandhersons as

theyswim，。翻狡习拓wsthe如ungerman 一ollhis‘dailyjouz’ney吐iroughthe city，w场ch

，4



                          ChaolerFourPossibleH记dcnReasonsfertheMassiveContradiCtions

culminates州thavisittoamuseum toviewamunun y一whatEmo叮callsa

“shrivelledman，，.Moteshimselfhasbeen“woundtighterandtighter’，U甘。ughoutthis

ePisode，andeventua】1yhedemandstheaddressofAsaHawksfromEmorybefore

aPPearin gtohitbimontheheadwitharockandleaving.InthenextchaPterMotes

Prompt】ymovesintothehousewherethe Preacherandhisdaughter，Sabbath Lily

Hawks，are boarding·HawkstellsMotesthatheoncePromisedtob1indhimself幼th

limeatareligiousmeeting，buthedoesnotrevealthathelosthisnerve atthelast

secondandcanstillseePr叩erly.Meanwhile，duringatriPtogetherinMotes，scar，

Sabbath LilyshockSMotesbyexp1ainingthatsheisHa从rks，sillegit汕atechild.Soon

after，the carbreaksdown alongacoUntryroadandshetriesuns暇essfullytoseduce

MoteS.

  Forhispart，EnochEmo尽feelsachangecomeuPonbjmand，follo，月ngthe

materialistimPeratlvesofhisblood，hemakesPledgestobetidyandsavemoneyina

bidtomovehislifeinnewdirections.HecomesacrossMotes，whoisstillreslsting

thecallofhisown bloodandPreachingfortheChurchWithout ChriSt，whichhe

clalmsitis‘，thechurchPeacefulandsatisfied，，.Motes，ssermonislntemiPtedbya

manc1a1mingtobecal1ed011111eJayHolywhoPretendstobeMotes，sdisciPle.Holy

isafl面一fiam manwhoserealnameisHooverShoats.DesPiteMotes，sProtestshe

朋11ate耐lyrenam esHaze，sreligiousmovem enithe HolyCburchofC加stwithout

Chast，promising theaudiencethatitsteachingsare allunderstandab1eandthus

廿ustwortby.

  Motesretumshomeand，onanimPulse，Picksthe lockofAsaH创吐5，sroom.hi

disturbing theHawkslssleePwithalitmatch，MOtesrealizesthe manisnot blind

叭erall.Furthen刀。re，whenheretun‘tothestreethefindsthatShoatsbasreP1aced

场m初thanothercon一洲lstpreacher，SolaceLa师eld.Withhiscburchco一oPtedfrom

址m，Motestumstosexwithsabbath Lily.Meanwhile，EnochEmorystealsthe

“shrivelledman’，，whomheseesasthe‘，new jesus，，.Heleavesitinthecareof

Sabbath LilyandsbetreatsitasberchildUnt11the disillusionedMotesseesitand

U加ws itag巨instaw目1.Emo行h曲hisown momentofdisenchan七nent 从七enhe
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attemPtstoshakethehandofthefilm starGongathegOrillaanddiscoversthe

ereatureisactUallyamaninas说t.AfterdeliverlngtheshrivelledmantoSabbath

LilyforMotes，EmoryPursuestheGongacharacter，beatshimandstealsthecostUme·

WhenEmoryburnshisoldc1Othesanddonsthesuithimse1fhefeelsanother

transformationoccur.Thereader，slast glimpseofbjlnisatthe ed罗ofthecity，

viewingthe skyline.

  Meanwhile，Motesengagesinhisown Pursult一ofsolaceLayfiel氏the hired

ProPhet.Hefollows blin，runs hiscarintoadit么 forcesLayfieldtotakeoffhis

preachingsul七andthenruns overbim.Haze realizesthathehadhopedtosave

himselfti甘oughblasPhemy，“buttbatyoucou1dnltevenbelieve inthatbecausethen

youwerebelievinginsome面ngtoblasPheme，，.Hebegins todrivetoanothercity，

malicious Police pusheshiscar overan

isforeedto walk

0加Cerst叩sand

backto Ta ，llkinh月m where he blind闷

址mselfwithl汕e.lhthenovel，sdenouementheislivingonagovernm entPension

givento】五」11becauseof“some面ngthewar haddone tohisinsides，，，朋discaredfor

by sabbath Lily.Tbeirlandlady，Mrs.Flood，narratesthe last sectl叽 describing

Motes，sasceticllfeofwa1kingonglassandstonesandstraPPingbarbedwirearound

hischest.Shewantstomarryhim，butheleavesthehouseandiseventoa11yfoundin

aditchbythepoliee，dyingsoonaner.

    邢‘eBtood沉tiallyreceivedam1xedresPonse fromanaudience unfam11iarwith

thereligiousferocityofo，Connor ，sficti叽 butitgainedasomewhatmore nuanc ed

aPPreclation幼ththesecond edition andauthorsnotetenyears later.ltsslight

charaCteri乙鱿ions，叨dallegoricaland即isodicPlot，suggestthenewne ssofthenovel

follllforo，Connor.

itsPaxal力licstyleisexecuted

环飞占eBloodisnotableforthed以enr面ationwithwhlch

阴dforitsde刃Dons加tion ofo，Con”耐sstarkhumour.

    环乍占eBloodisasavagesatireofAlllerica，ssecular，collllDe代ialculture，aswellas

the hum耐smitholdssodear(’‘Dearsabbath，，，M娜 Brittlewrltesback，“Light

neckingisaccePtable，butltb」nkyourrealProblem isone ofadjustinent tothe
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modern world.PethaPsyouought tore一ex田力Ineyourreligiousvaluestoseeifth即

meetyourneedsinLife’川)

Theorg画Zationof叼介seBtood

允reshadowing.

Enoch andthe

们lePlotofthenove

atight ne幻四Orkof而agery，symbolism and

muchlesstight，sincethew】lole叩isodeof 
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gorillasult isunrelatedtoHaze，andEnochsimplyfallsoutofthe

bookdressesasagorilla.Thelanguagesi而larlyshowsthat诵550，Co皿orhadnot

reachedthe细IcontrOlofhermaterial.SomeofitrePresentsthePerfectPlain sty1eof

herlatertriumPhS，butsomeofthe tropesaresogarishorelaborateastobe

distracting，andthustobeineffective·

  HazelMotes，0，Conno尹swould一benihilistProtagonist，Preachesa”Church

嫩tholltChrlst，，wnhallthezealousfervorofZoellick，sdevotion to ’，FreeTrade，，

初thoutfreetrade.LurkinginthenovelisZoellicUsreald0ppeIganger，AsaHawkes，

the fake一lhidPreacherwhoconsPeoPle1ntoParting诚ththeirmone y，believin ghe

blindedhimselfforhisfaith.

  HereheisonHazelMotes，the oediPallyself-blindedheroofo，Colmo犷sfirst

novelJF钻eBlood:

  HazelMotesisnotaProphetorasaintorawisemanorevenareligious

believer-一notyet.HeisaPersonwalkingindarkness，ablind manstabbing the

grOundwithhiscane.Wa】kingindarknessishisreligiousexPerienc e，notmerelythe

contextforit.⋯Falth(hit11ecatecheticalformulationofthe Period)isthesubstance

oft瓦ngshoP edfor，theevidenceofthingsnotseen，皿dMotes，sbllndness，atbest，15

areco娜tionthattheProofofjesus，divinltythatheyearr巧forcannotbeseenwith

theeyeso川y，田ldthatnothinghemight see，nonurac leoractofblasPbemy，cantell

himwhetberornottobelieve.42

    服‘eBloodisoneofthebestbooksevery江itteninthe Englishlanguage.Flannery

0，Connorpioneeredthedarkheartoftheexistentialbero.

41Margaxe‘Earler，饥itt乙”幽路.月目月gFlannerr o)con溅columtria:[Jniversi妙orsoum carol访aPre践
1997，P213

‘Goss眠Louise丫肠eTestbJ，声1陀:月朋n卿口，co朋oriDukeuniversity阮55，1965，P76
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  ThesethreeCatholicswerewellaware ofthe Post一arPre而sethatPethaPsthere

existsnothingbeyondtheunm ediatePrCsent.Althoughe石steniialismanditsconcePt

of“angst’，wereProvocativetoFitZgeralds，ail而swas even morechallengingto

0，Conn orHerunsystematicmanuscriPtwithitsmu1tiPlicityofsoutherncharacters

andsettingsbegantoshifiindetai1anddirection，revealingtheextenitowhich

0，CoIinorherselfwas becomingconcemedwiththeideas ofe泛stentlalism.

  HerProsPectUSfor用占eBtood，writteninl984，statesheroriginaldirection:

    ThePrinciPlecharacter，anilliterateTennessean，baslosthishome吐廿oughthe

breakdown ofacountrycommim ty.Homein创sins切叮ce，standsnotoulyforthe

Place andfami】y，butforsom eabsolutebeliefwhichwou1dgivebjmsanctu田下inthe

modemwerld.All hehasre面nedoftheevangelicalreligionofhismotherisasense

ofsinandaneedforreligion.⋯丁七issens eofsinistheoulykeyhehastofindinga

sanc仙叮andhebeginsunco nsciouslrtosearchforGodthroughsin夕

    Asshe节江ote，discovenngherown ideasandabsorbing newones，themanu scriP t

grewtowelloverathousandPages.bdefatigable，shere叭江oteandrefinedthe Piece，

graduallybringingitaroundtoaserious Parodyon而stentialism.HazelMotes，ber

main character，血allyemergesasayoungmanwh0basfosthischi1dboodfaith

wbileinarln y，andsets offtothe cityto‘‘preachtheChurch诚thoutChrist，the

churChPeacefulandsatisfied.，，Placinghisfaithinmaterialreality，Hazelsays:“1，ma

memberandPreachertothechurchwhere theblinddon，tseeandthe lamedon，twalk

andwhat，sdeadstaysthatway门Askmeaboutthatchurchandl，lltellyouit，sthe

churchthatthebloodofjesusdoesn，tfoulwithRedemPtlo二，，

  HazelMotes，Protagonlstof牙’iseBtood，isan韶cidenialProPhet.Tboughthe

novelPrecedesthemuchbetter几eVIOlentBearltAw叭itcanbereadasasortof

sequeltothatnovel一what面ght have haPPenedtoyoUngTarWateIifwe were

allowedtoseehisadventUresinthecity.

  MotesgoesaIoundthecityintheeveIUngs，Preachingthe ChurchwithoutChrist，

43叭lalte污，oorotb丫而月ne口口.coonorlBoston:枷即ncpubli亦呱1973，P65
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achurchinwhichtheindividual isfreefromthe’bleedingstlnkingmadshadowof

Jesus，一freedfromtradition，fromdogIl1a，fromtraditionalnotionsofsalvat1on.Motes

Preachesthecomingofanewjesus一aconiemPor卿thatmodem(orpost一mode间

PeOPlecanrelateto.

  hihisquest，MotesisPursuedbytwoindividuals，SabbathHawkS，thedaughterof

ablindfalseProPhe屯andEnochEnlery，awannabedisciPle.Emerywantsverybadly

to6ndthatnewJesus andreceivearevelation云omhim.

  FullofstrangeandcomPelling，ifso〔DewhatdistantchaJ旧cters，includingasmall

mumm yandagorillasuit，矶‘eBlooddoesnothavethePlotfiowof介eVIOlent

BearltAw刁，anditisalittlemorehaPh民乙灯d，butitisawonded七lfilstglanceinto

Flannery o，Connor，sgeniusfictional mlnd，Possessed初thfindlngCMstin

翻stentiallsm俪thor初thout儿erkeg出江d.

  Aqulckandeasyread月F七eBIoodPortraysaseriesofunfOrgettab1ycreepylosers

inbaunting，dlsturbingscenes.HazelMotes，asoldierdischargedfromthe anny

becauseofan injury，becomesastreet一comerPreacherforthenlhilistic“Church

WlthoutChrist，，(withacongregationofone).Hemeets，andcan、shakeoff，a

伍endlessandtroubledadolescent，andthe 幻刀oofthem subsequentlyencounteran

alcoholiccharlatanwhoPretendstobeablindPreacherandwhohoPessomehowto

枷山eadvantageofHazelby getting b」mtomaITyhis youngdaughter.Eventoally，

HaZelacquire sacongregant forhisatheisticchurc玩butthe firstdisciPlerebelsand

义七uPhisown ministry.丁七ere，ssomuchmore thatbaPPens，阳dlCert幻n1ywon’t

giveawaythe石nale，butthosewhohavea1reedyreadthebookwi11be1ntriguedby

the knowledgethato，Connordecidedhowtoendthe novelanerreadingSoPhocles·

矶‘eBtood，theworkWh1chstandsoutfrOmtherest，emPhasizingthe violenceof

transcendenceratherthanthetove，isformePerhaPsthemostcha11engingofthe four

Works lbaveconsideredinthisessay.Iincludeitbecauseit五ts，butdoesnotfit

neatiy;IdonotwanttoaPPeartobem目匕ngacase吐坦tthenotionoftranscendenceis

easy，比川itisamawkishPrescriPtionforone一5滋一fits一allliterarysent面entality.

FragIDentatlon一isakindof一昭。ny;the attemPtto坛明scendthatagony，1派 God’s
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mercyino，Connor，swriting，burns .HazelMotes，insomewaysaPerfectPostmodem

figure(especiallyinhisstrenuous一yetunconvincing一refusalofthe’唇即dnarrative，，

ofatranscendenivision)，brings面sessayfullcircle.Hisself-云lflictedblindness

allowshimtosee一oratleasttosearch一forthe‘哺ldraggedfigure，，ofthedivine ，

while祠una，sreceiving，fromKlishna，of“divine eyes，，，or“sp试加alvision，，江1.8)，

iswhatallowsb」m toseeK工lshnainhistrue，仃anscendent state.Forhi酗y

self-consciousPostinodems，廿anscendenceisnolongeraglftfromagod从七0

suPPOrtsandmalntalnsallthings;forus，transcendenceisfoundolily峨eralongand

painfulsearch，andsomet面eswe are dam叱ed一blinded?一bythesearchitself址e

Haze1MOtes，wemaynotfindwhatwe expectedtofind，汀Indeedwe五ndanythingat

all，butthesearchitse扩iswhatisnecessary.

4.3Flanneryo’Connor，slnvolvcmentwithPhilosoPhies

    0，Conno r，sstoriesandnove lsdodeve】oPP址losoPhicalthemes.hifac仁oneof

0，Connor，smostcon刀刀ontyPesisthemodem 1ntellectoa1stIuggl1ngforsi画ficance

明dPerm anenceinaworldofalienation，fiagmentation，汕dtranslence.HaZel，

Rayber’Hulgaallsuffer翻stent1alencounterswithnotbingnessasthe Phi1osoPhers

。fherdaydefinedthem.

    丁七eauthordoesnotcontrad1otSisterBemettaQuinn，sstatementthatinorderto

unders切叮dFlanne叮0’connor‘，onemustread耐 meditate 即on止eBible一44

Manystories，howeve几can刀otbeunde凉oodun1essreadersaisoconsiderother

contexts，e印eciallythoserelatedtomode而stthought.

  Accordingtoo’Conno r，modemfictionexplores‘劝emys化ryofpersonality，”

认七Ichsheconceivesas‘，thegeneralmysteryofincompleteness，，.Thedividedselfin

literaturerefersto characterswith an unceria1nsenseofidentity.一asenseof

incomP1etenessWhenthe boundariesofacharacter，sselfare unc lear，heorshe

翻col叽Rotrert月。朋e州。·cons or含sou功，B砌nRouseanu腼don:功uisiana撇 u面vers，钾加、1951，
Pllo
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d即endsontheidentityofsomeoneelse，usuallytheParellt，toestablishselfworth.In

theforties，fifties，明dsixtieswheno，Connorwas w石ting，Freud，stheoriesofthe

dividedselfwere诚delydiscussedbyacade而csandwritersalike.Psychoana】ytic

aPProachesareessentialtoanybasicunderstandingof0，Connor，sstories.

    0，Conn or，scbaractersfrequentlye渤bitsymPtoms thatareunm istakably

Freudian:theysufferlnternalco胡ictsbecauseoftheirownnarc issismandregressive

behavinr，likeHazel，于盯water.

    W七五刀dinthefirstnovelso〔。eofthemostco而cmo〔oentsino，Connor，sartand

someofthemostgrotesque一esPeciailyWhenconsidenngthe allusionsto1of汕ticide，

sel仁blinding 幼thlye asanaffirmationoffaith，andmurder.0neofthe moreco面c

hicidents demonstratesthecentra11ssue inthenovel-一atofadjustingtomodem life.

Sabbath Lily，thepreacher、daughter，认石testhenewsP叩erforadviceaboutwhether

sheshould‘，neckornot，，becausesheis‘，abastardandabastardshallnotenterthe

kingdomofheaven’，叨yway‘Sheisnotsatisfied幼ththe resPonsetoherletter:‘)our

realProblem isone ofadjusti刀enitothemodem worid.PethaPsyouougbtto

reexanun eyourreligionsvaiuestoseeiftheymeet yourneedsinlife.Areligious

exPeriencecanbeabeauti九1additiontoliving ifyoucan PutitintheProPer

PersPectiveanddon，tletitwajfyou.，，Sabbath LilyrePlies:“Whatlreallywantto

knowisshouldlgothewh01ehogornot?That，smyreaiProblem.1，madjustedok盯

tothemodemworld·，，(Collected34)

  None ofo，Connor，sch田习cters areadjustedtothe modemworld，butevery

Possiblemethodofachievingsomekindofadjus七力ent isexPlored一fromPromotlng

theCburchwithoutChristtomurderingthosewhorePreselltamoreVUInerableaspect

oftheselfinordertoaffinnPo、veroverdeath.HazelM0tes，TheMisfitof邢se

Btood，triesbothofthesemethodsto“adjllst，，，别mOngothers.Wetendtofocus onhis

『。tesquea廿emPtstoadjust ratherthanonthe ges奴叮es

gesturesthat面ght bavesucc eeded.Enoch and入红5.

oflovefoundinthenovel，

Floodtry tobe伍eDd

沐四C招e

SoUthem

“hero，，，butherebuffs everyone.从飞ileH姗1，srebellion 昭幻nst

Protes切的tism 也at，allenatesbjm一加mhiscon刀nunjtyissatirizedinthis
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nove l，hisnihilismdoesnothelPhis“adjustmeni.，，

    Thisnovelwas，infact，one of1hefirstworksthatcriticsandreaderstriedto

understand，butit而ght havebeenbetterunderstoodafterfirstreading thestories.

丁七estoriesmorereadilydeveloPouraPPreciationfor0，Connor，scomicimPulseand

clearlyexPressherfocusonthe如Portan ceofconun 俪tyandontheslmplegestures

oflovethat面ght finallyhelPustoadjusttothe modemwor ld.Hazel，salienation

frOmhiscommum tyandhisinabilitytoloveresultinPsychic加gmentation.随5.

Floodseesinhiseyesattheendamere“pinPointoflight”-一shumanjtyn已盯】y

snu且七dout.

  BesidesconsideringthePhilosoPh1ca1andPsychologicalcurrentsof0，Connor，5

tline，readersneedsomebackgr0undinthemajortheoriesofthe then币巧坛onable

New Criticalcreed一esPeciallyshaPedbyCleanthBrooksandRobertPenn叭/a打en，

山ecriticso，Connorstodied.

  TheNewCriticsdirectedthereader，sattentiontoaclosereadingofthework

itself，itsoverall

another，tensions

stnjcture，itsd抑田力Icform，itsstyle，山erelationofPartstoone

be七刃eenthelitera』Senseoftheworkandits汕Plications一七etween

比atwhichisdenotedandthatwhichisconno ted;be幻刃eentheconcretelevelandthe

abstract.MostNew CriticsemPhasizedthateachfictional workorPoem rePresents a

totally俪qued叩ictionofreality，andfuriher，eaChreader’sre一e却erienceofthe

workisakindofrecreation.Insum，theNewCritics目比lredcomPlexllteratorethat

dramaticallyrenderedconcreteexperienceinallitsParticulars，suggestivelyarraDged

toconveyindirectlytheauthor，sexPerienceandideas.Theyassumedareaderwilling

助dabletograPPlewiththecomPlexitiesofthework-willing tocontemPlatesubtle

加却lications，comPlicatedstruct-Ure s，andmultiPlelevelsofmeaIUn g·

  Because“Themodem novelistmergesthe readerinexPerience，，，aso，Connor

exPI田nsit，the readermustanalyZecare细lywhetherornottheProtago苗stexPresses

山eauthor，sseni而enis.Moreoflenthan not，subtle 日了e at

0，Co刀nor，5 exPressideasthattheauthorwould

  Play， and

She USesa

11面ted，.thi川.person pers详以ivethatattimesexpressesthe即Lthorialvoicebutat



                        伪即它盯FourPOssibleHiddenReas助sfortheMassiveCo幻加diCtions

othertlmes(in the samestory) revealsoulytheProtagoinst，sviews，nottobe

co几自sed幼ththeauthor，5.hifact，面ssPecialkjlldofd脚拍tic加nyisoneof

0，Connor’smostconun ontechniques.Forexample，Thomasin角eCO脚fortsof

Ho阴eisshown lookingoutofthewindowathismotherwhois面vinguPwitha

juvenile·delinqueniwomanandPlann1ngtooffertheirhome asamissionofcharity，

ag咖stherson，5初11.Weare Presented初thThomasPeermgdown atthiswoman，

andwe are toldthat‘，thelittleslut，，gotoutofthecar.ThejudgInenithatthe girlisa

“slut，，issurelythejealousThomas，sthought andnoto，Connor，sauthorial』udglnent.

Infact，丁bOmas，smotherkeePsremindinghersonthatthiswom anisnotsodifferent

fro mblill.

    几即，readersshouldtakeacomPlexviewofo，Connor，sart一ailowiDgforthe

innuenceofNewCriticismandconsideringthe 1nte1lectual，cultoral，andsociai

contextofthemodemPeriod.

    Theexistentialistandthe Cath01icshare certa1n汕Po比劝Iconcemsandvalues:

theaccePtanceofdesPair andanaware nessofhumanmorta1ityasameans of

heighteningone，smolalsense，the emPhasisonthe develoPingindividua】，the ld已日

ofresPonsibilityforone，sactions，theimPo比均ceoffreedom andchoice，andthe

assertionthatindividualsmustestab1ishaProPerrelationtotheircomm 画ty，thereby

overconun galienat1onandPsychicfragmentation.

    0，Connor，schaIacterswhosufferafearofdeathandarealien以edfromselfand

society are dividedagainstthemselves.Thereare manydifferentkindsofcodicts

诚thinthehumanPsyche(co曲ictsbetweenmasculine andfe而nine，be幻刃eenself

andsociety)，butthe codictbetween而ndandbodyisftmdamental.Thedouble

figurerefiectsthe senseofdividednesssufferedash切叮歇永访dbecomesmoreand

mOreaware ofthe disParitybetween sP试tualaSPiratlonsand出止mallnstincts，

betweenthe 叨estfor ln扛nortalityandthe realityofphysi司 deeayBeing tiedto

Whatmosthumanbeingsfeelisdecaylng耐malorbodynal泊rallyleads toanacute

awarenessofPhysicalProcessesandadesiretobemorethanmer eflesh.Aiienation

丘。mthe灿yslc已eelfleadstoalienatlon如扭the五umancommunity‘
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    NowhereinO，Connor，sworksarethetherneofal1enat1onandthefearofdeath

moreevident than hi八eGeranium.Thestruggletooverco memortalityby

establisbingone，551脚ficanceapartfromothersisclear;Dudleyrefosestorelate

constr’Uctivelytohisdaughterandhisneighbors.Thlssedent田令andallenatedold

mansPendshislastdaysstaringout thewindowathisneigbbor，59种 um，wbichis

Perchedonaw1ndoWledgehighabovetheabyssofamulti一storiedap翻rtlllentcomPlex

inNewyork.ThePrec州ousPositionofthegen泣”帅 refersustoDubley，50认，

sitUatlon一andtothelinageof“dangling man ，，astheexistentiallstshavedefineditor

tothe而昭eofmanas“aroneoveranabyss，，，45as从etzsctre腼e丽sioned比e

hulnan Predicaln ent.

  Establishingthe石ghtrelationshiptocommu苗tyisamajorthemeofo’Connor，5·

InGoodCoun妙People，Hulgafeelsherselftobeinsi加ficantrePetitloninthelong

ProcessionofhUmanlife.Sheisove四比elmedbyanidentitycrisisbecausethey

cann otmaintain“dlfference，，establishedbyachievlngasecure PI暇 inthesocial

hierar chy. On theonehand，O’CoImorrePresentsthe b切mantendencytoformsociai

aggregates

hierarchies

andto记entlfywithclassCS ID Po、ver.Thenitseemsclearthaisocial

develop outofthe desiretoproveindividual significanceandtogain

Poweroverothersthioughconforrnitytothegro即.On the otherhand，肥belcharacter

t即esl溉 Hulgaisolatethems elvesfrOmothersanddefythesocialordertotranscend

thegrouPwill.

    0，Connor，sworksare equ甲Pedwithgrotesquecharac ters，丘aglnentedfonns，

discontlnuousn别rratlves，叨d做dom一seemingcollagesofdifl七rentmaterialsjustl让e

Postmoden五sm.Nomatterwhatmeans the modemmenresorttoactjusttotheweild

aroundthem，山eyfailedinthe end.

E月mondso残He比乃户T儿扭用toGo司 助d石讨1:万如朋呷 0℃0月no待 几胡。朋etoM人1115阴，0吮fo欧

从笼Ing加nBooks，2002，P24
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ChaPterFiveConclusion

  Unt11nowthePaPerhasmadeasystematicstodyonthePostmoden五smflavorin

O’CoIm or，sworks thatare far fromredemPtion byconcentratingonthetextual

evidence.Therefore，0，Conno r，sPostmodemlsm 公泊turesunderthecoverof

ChristiancontexthavebeenthOrou酬yanalyZedinthispaPeL

  Aithe outsetof面sPaper，thetraditionailyheldbeliefintheoPPosites:good/evil

助dgodidevilhasbeenreversed.Theauthorreviewsthe别旧blguousboundary ineach

Pair. Evidentl苏0，Connor，sadroitm画Pulationoftheo即ositescon币butes

effe币velytothedeveloPmeniofherPostInodern1smcoloring.

    Moreover， baseduPonthe五xmtexto川evidence，theauthordismantlesthe

contradictoryfigurativedevicesandtechniques1nberentin0，Conno r，sworks intiiree

respects.First，herfictionneedselaborateandde面ledinterpre血gbecause ofthe

eIDP1oyIneniofmcons istenisyInb0ls.Second，thearoUndsurro undingsaDdother

恤ageshinderthecharactersfrombeingredeemed.仆叨，thegralnmar。犷negation

功欧esherworkshardertobeinterpreted.

  Inth。五na1chaPterofthemain bodyofthisthesis，the reasonsforthe above

contradictions havebeen Probed.Giventhefactthato，Connorwasbom ina

Christian fam11y，theauthorat6rstthrowsanewlight onthe be仁刃een

0，CoDnorandtheChristianorratherCa1holic认石lers.Inadditionto面5，山eauthor

di拜eloses connections be朴刃een Christian reallsm andPolitical reallsm.  the

0花，cons ideringmodem men，5

e泛stentlalislllas 、vellas nih币115们。comes

  quest

朋 der

someklndofadjustmentise却lored，

for‘，belonging’，，Postlnodemism，

弓crutiny.EVeryPossiblemethodof

butnone ofo，Connor，scharacters

are adjustedtothemedem worid.

    Flanneryo，Connor ，smasteryissuggested勿theintensecriticalresPonsetoher

werk一aresPonsethathaspreveOtedusfromtl”】yunderstandingthecomPI如tyof

herart 即d加msee运gwaystoreconcilecontyadicto叮judgmentsabouther
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cbaracters.Herabilitytoinvolveusemotionallyinthelifeofherworkshouldnot

blindustothe needforrationallycontemP1atingherstoriesinlight ofthe 创lest

rangeof而PlicationsgiventhecomPlexityofherm1ndandmethods.Herlnterestsin

the social，p斗chological，philosophical，andtheologicaiissuesofmodsmthaesmuSt

beconsidered.

  hiconclusion，thesi脚ficanceofo，Connor，sgenesisofherworkscanneverbe

isulatedfromhert即dencytowardspost功。den心smaswe】lasthehist丽calandsocial

coniexts withinwhjch the storieswereconceived.Infinalanalysis，whatgives

Flalmeryo，Connor ，sworkadePthnotfoUndinmany例五terswbodealwiththe，”ne

sortofmaterialisberviewofthe modem w0r1d丘omthe staDdpointofPhilosophy

andtheology.
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