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Abstract

As the reflection of the life style, philosophy ought to care about human's
destination, devise the happy life for human and guide human to get to the ultimate
good. The philosophy advocates good. But evil ,as the lack of good and the opposite
side of good, makes the human life fragmentary and destroys the human’s happy
expectations of life. In contemporary society historical relativism and nihilism are in
vogue, which is just the reflection of evil’s corrosion to the life and philosophy. But it
is not nowadays that evil exists. Evil has deeply taken root in the depth of society and
humanity. On one hand it is holding back the realization of good, on the other hand it
also urges the human beings to reflect themselves and the society as well as the
philosophy. So evil is one of key points in philosophy thoughts and becomes the
question that the philosophy is unable to bypass.

Confucianism and Christianity, as two great sources and spiritual props of
Chinese and the western culture, have paid attention to the problem of evil since they
came into being and proposed their own different thoughts with regard to the way of
eliminating evil and the result of eliminating evil. These thoughts took effects in
molding special characteristics of the eastern and western culture.

About the source of evil, Confucianism has the relatively consistent view. But
the viewpoints of Neo-Confucianism in Song Dynasty are most typical, which are
very elaborate, and are quite fit for acting as the representation. It divides the human
nature into principle nature and temperament nature. Principle nature is the display of
celestial law, which has only good except evil. Temperament nature is forﬁed by “qi”.
It is good when temperament nature accords with celestial law. It is evil when
temperament nature doesn’t accord with celestial law. Therefore, Confucianism thinks
that evil originates from temperament nature. Christianity thinks that humanity is
created by God according to his own image and thus is good. Human has free will
alone that was bestowed by God. But because "the degenerating of original sin" has

“ruined human's free. will :and caused: free-will to depart from the word of God and
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tend to do evil frequently, ‘Christianity thinks evil comes from the degenerating of
original sin.

About how to eliminate evil, i.e. the way of eliminating evil, Confucianism and
Christianity think of them from ethical, social and political aspects. But generally
speaking, on the basis of the original good in the human nature, Confucianism
advocated "seeking good in his own mind". Namely human should return to the depth
of his mind and amplify the original good in human nature through his own moral
self-cultivation, which may correct the deviation of temperament nature and eliminate
evil. Christianity thinks that although human nature is good when human was created,
human nature has been ruined and corrupted after Adam degenerated, and the trend of
doing evil of free will takes root in human nature and with human naturé. Therefore,
everybody oneself is unable to eliminate evil. Only the grace of God can deliver
human from evil. Namely God undertakes the sins of human by his own sacrifice and
delivers human from reducing himself and incarating himself into a person from his
Oown grace.

It is the common directions of Confucianism and Christianity eliminating evil to
realizing best good. Confucianism and Christianity not only analyze the source of evil
and the way to eliminate evil, but also put the problem of evil into moral view, society
view , history view and politics view as a clue. The problem of evil affected deeply
the formation and characteristics of Confucian and Christian ideas, and the individual
and social destinations that both planed. Then it promoted the molding of Confucian
and Christian spirit from the angle of the source of evil and the way to eliminate evil.
The typical embodiment of the last result of the effects lies in the molded individual
spirit and human society conformation. This is also the place of Confucian and
Christian culminating destinations.

Confucianism portrays the ideal, "the perfect Confucian sage", for the individual spirit.
Christianity then takes "the second Adam" as new human’s image. Both claim “loving
human beings”. “The perfect Confucian sage” is based on human relations. "The
second Adam" is based on the life style of Christ. In human society's conformity,
Confucianism builds "the Datong society” by the love between human beings and
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Christianity plans "the city of ‘God" by the love between human and God. “The
Datong society” demands to mold the best relations between human. "The city of
God" claims rebuilding the best relations between human and God. In the individual
spirit and the social conformity, these demonstrate human's different destinations in
Confucian and in Christian thoughts.

Confucianism and Christianity, the two kinds of culture, show their spiritual
difference on the problem of evil: Confucianism pursues the regulations of human
relations and the completion of life on the nature instinct, but Christianity faces up to
the insufficiency of the human nature and pursues human's deliverance. Although
Confucianism and Christianity have many differences, this will be helpful to human
development and the social progress if we offset one's deficiency by learning from the

other’s strong points.

Key words: Confucianism; Christianity; evil; source; eliminate
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