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Select List of Commentaries

G.A. Barton, The Book of Ecclesiastes (The International Critical
Commentary), Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1908. This
commentary, constantly reprinted, is particularly strong on
philological matters. In other respects it is seriously outdated
and 1s not recommended to beginners.

J.L. Crenshaw, Ecclesiastes (The Old Testament Library),
Philadelphia: Westminster Press; London: SCM Press, 1987.
This is a solid, up-to-date commentary with a new translation,
which interprets the book as the work of a pessimist and sceptic.

R. Davidson, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon (The Daily Study
Bible), Edinburgh: The Saint Andrew Press; Philadelphia: The
Westminster Press, 1986. Written primarily to commend the
books to the Christian reader, these commentaries are
nevertheless based on sound scholarly principles.

M.A. Eaton, Ecclesiastes (T'yndale Old Testament Commentaries),
Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press, 1983. A brief but scholarly
commentary written from a somewhat conservative point of
view.

W. J. Fuerst, The Books of Ruth, Esther, Ecclesiastes, The Song of Songs,
Lamentations (The Cambridge Bible Commentary on the New
English Bible), Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1975.
The commentary on Ecclesiastes is rather brief and sketchy.

C.D. Ginsburg, The Song of Songs and Cobeleth (The Library of
Biblical Studies), New York: Ktav Publishing House, 1970.
Two separate commentaries have here been reprinted in one
volume. That on Ecclesiastes was first published in 1861. Its
Introduction is notable for a very complete (217-page)
history of the interpretation of the book, invaluable
especially for the early period.

R. Gordis, Koheleth —The Man and His World, 3 edn, New York:
Schocken Books, 1968. This is probably the best commentary
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on Ecclesiastes in English. The commentary itsell assumes a
knowledge of Hebrew, but the extensive Introduction, new
translation and summaries of the contents of each section are
invaluable and within the capabilities of any attentive reader.

E. Jones, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes (Torch Bible Commentaries),
London: SCM Press, 1961. A brief commentary suitable for
beginners.

J.A. Loader, Ecclesiastes. A Practical Commentary, Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Eerdmans, 1986. A sound, up-to-date commentary
which, perhaps too insistently, attempts to find a consistent
pattern of thought throughout the book.

G. Ogden, Qobeleth, Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1987. An excellent
commentary which pays special attention to literary forms and
key words. The book is given a positive interpretation.

E. H. Plumptre, Ecclesiastes, Or, The Preacher (The Cambridge Bible
for Schools and Colleges), Cambridge University Press, 1881. A
solid commentary still worth consulting for its exegetical
comment. It is noteworthy for its espousal of the view that
Ecclesiastes is strongly influenced by Greek thought.

O.8. Rankin, The Books of Ecclesiastes: Introduction and Exegesis
(The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. V), New York and Nashville:

Abingdon Press, 1956. This brief commentary contains useful
presentations of current scholarly opinions.

R. B. Y. Scott, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes (The Anchor Bible), Garden
City, New York: Doubleday, 1965. The Commentary on
Ecclesiastes is very sketchy. It consists of a new translation, a
short introduction and very brief notes.

R. N. Whybray, Ecclesiastes (New Century Bible), Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans; London: Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 1989.
Commentaries in foreign languages

K. Galling, Der Prediger (Handbuch zum Alten Testament), 2™ edn,
Tiibingen: J.C.B. Mohr, 1969. A major commentary by an
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acknowledged master of the subject. The body of the book is
held to consist of twenty-seven independent pericopes.

H.W. Hertzberg, Der Prediger (Kommentar zum Alten Testament),
Giitersloh: Gerd Mohn, 1963. This commentary contains full
and useful discussions of the text. The translation is somewhat
free, but often illuminating.

R. Kroeber, Der Prediger, Berlin: Akademie-Verlag, 1963. This work
consists of a substantial Introduction, notes on the Hebrew text
and a running commentary. No overall plan to the book is
recognized.

A. Lauha, Kobeler (Biblischer Kommentar, Altes Testament),
Neukirchen: Neukirchener Verlag, 1978. A solid commentary
but one which offers few surprises. It will rank among the major
comimentaries.

N. Lohfink, Kohelet (Die Neue Echter Bibel), Wiirzburg: Echter
Verlag, 1980. Although brief, this commentary is written in an
engagingly lively style. It abounds in fascinating new
interpretations of many passages in the light of the political,
economic and social background.

D. Lys, L Ecclésiaste ou Que vaut la vie ¢, Paris: Letouzey & Ané,
1977. This volume, which ends at 4.3, is the first volume of a
commentary not so far completed. The Hebrew text is rendered
rather eccentrically into French in an attempt to render the
exact sense of the original. Minute attention is paid to the
meaning of words and to the syntax.

W. Zimmerli, Das Buch des Predigers Salomo (Das Alte Testament
Deutsch), 3 edn, Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1980.
Zimmerli ranks with Galling as a major interpreter of
Ecclesiastes. This commentary is specifically designed to be
comprehensible to non-Hebraists.
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J.L. Crenshaw, Old Testament Wisdom: An
Introduction, Atlanta: John Xnox Press;
London: SCM Press, 1981, ch. 5.

J.L. Crenshaw, Old Testament Wisdom: An
Introduction, Revised and Enlarged, Louisville,
Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 1998.

M. Hengel, Judaism and Hellenism, London: SCM
Press, 1974, vol.1, pp. 115-30; vol. II, pp.77-88.
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G. von Rad, Wisdom in Israel, London: SCM Press,
1972, ch.12.
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O. Loretz, Qobelet und der Orient, Freiburg im
Breisgau: Herder, 1964.
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