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ABSTRACT

Among academic circle there are three different points of view over banning
on Catholicism by Emperor Yongzheng, Qianlong and Jiaqin: 1. religious persecution,
¥hich is viewpoint of the Church; 2. struggle against “Foreign Religion” , which
is by the theory of “classes struggle” ;3.Sino-western cultural conflict, which
is in the history of Sino-western cultural exchange. Yet experts have never
researched the prohibition from the most innate character as judicial cases:
therefore this dissertation plans to regard law as a key to study those important
so-called religious cases by an observation on the construction of law system on
banning Catholicism during the reign of the three emperors.

Christianity was brought into China three times during the Tang Dynast, Yuan
Dynasty and the late years of Ming Dynasty, suffering many misfortunes and tortures.
Anyhow, after the great expulsion and persecution in Mid-seventeenth Century,
Catholicism embraced a golden age under the rule of Kangxi the Great, who declared
the “Tolerance Edict” in 1692. Although he “banned” Catholicism because of the

“Rites Controversy” with Rome, he actually did not carry out actions. The
following three emperors did really ban in a large scale and to a large extent but
with different reasons: for Yongzheng is because Catholics were involved in the
power struggle against him and for Qianlong and Jiaqin period the banning had
complicated social and international background.

In 1724 Yongzheng formally promulgated the order to prohibit Catholicism
right after Viceroy Manbao’ s judgment in Southeast China Fujian Province, which
expelled all missionaries outside Beijin back to Macao. He allowed them to reside
in Guangzhou under the plea of missionaries working for the empire, but they were
still deported to Macao 8 years later. Under the order, the family of Sunu, a Catholic
follower and a military commander in Manchuria, suffered miserable fate, score of
members being victims of the political struggle. Hence Yongzheng reinforced the
prohibition, for an example, in 1733 a Fujian resident accused of leading foreign
missionary was hanged. .

Qianlong succeeded in power in 1735 and he responded friendly to missionaries
on the “Banquet Incident” and the “Liuer Case” during his early reign, but
hostility among officials arose. Fujian Governor Zhouxuejian sentenced 5 Western
missionaries to death as a precedent at the 1™ high tide of banning in 1746; while,
at the 2 high tide in 1754 Viceroy of Liangjiang (Area of Lower Yangtze River)
Erongan questioned Qianlong’ decision to send missionaries back to Macao and
eventually put them in jail. Although Qianlong was greatly astonished by the
1784-1785 nationwide case, he at last set free all foreign detainees.



Jiaqin, ruling from 1796 to 1820, had totally no good sense on Western
technology and arts. The 1805 regulations on churches aroused by the “Adeodat
Case” mainly shut the door for missions in Beijin; and the 1811 special punishment
code on the mission of Westerners marked the “Rooting Out” policy, which
stipulated that the missionaries would be headed. There used be several victims
of this policy or law during Jiagin’ s reign, but since then secret mission did
never puzzle the Qing Government until the failure of Opium War lifted the ban.
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