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ABSTRACT

According to the Concise Encyclopaedia Britannica, the 400 years
from the beginning of first century to A.D.392 is called the early
Christianity ( The Christianity was born in the beginning of first
century and became the dominant faith of the Roman Empire in A.D. 392).
This period during which the Christianity developed gradually from
a branch of the Judaism to the empire state religion is the childhood
of early Christianity.

It was traditionally thought that the Christianity world has been
being dominated by males and females have the lowest position there.
Actually, we found that the roman women had played a critical part
in the rise of Christianity. Women were especially responsive to the
early Christian movement, and they were also accorded considerably
higher status within Christian circles than in the surrounding pagan
societies. Nearly have all the offices ever been held by women.
Surrounding this kind of history phenomenon, this thesis first
demonstrates the gender theory and then explores the influences of
the gender system of the Roman Empire to the relationship between
roman women and the Christianity. The societies to which early
Christians belonged was a patriarchal soeiety and held definite ideas
about male and female roles. According to the gender stereotypes of
the ancient Mediterranean, public speaking and public places were
the sole prerogatives of males; private spaces, like the household,
were the proper sphere for women’ s activities. First, on the one
hand women were discriminated and suppressed in pagan society. On
the other hand the early Christianity claimed equal between male and
female and took good care of women. So the women participated in it
with great passicn. Second, roman women were the holder of their
family, as householders they directed the women and men who lived
and worked under their authority and supervised the production and
distribution of the wealth. The church was the earliest
organisational unite among the early Christians. It is usually
associated with fairly affluent believers, who owned a house of
sufficient size to host the gathered community. So women could
provide help in her sphere.

This thesis consists of six chapters. Chapter one states other
research results, and introduces the standpoints and purpose of this
thesis; chapter two proves that the number of female Christian is
very large through analysing the classics of Christianity and pagan
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documents; chapter three is concerned with the status and role of
roman women in the early Christianity; chapter four examines what
the roman women did for the rise of Christianity; chapter five firstly
examines the gender system of the Roman Empire and explores the
characters of the early Christianity, and then centres on the
influences of them on the relationship between roman women and the
early Christianity; chapter six concluded the whole thesis and
introduces the main found of it.

Keywords: Early Christianity, Women of the Roman Empire,

Gender System.
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