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Abstract

Xu Zongzhe was a Catholic inteliectual who was trained by the foreign
Society of Jesus in Shanghai. One of his ancestors was Xu Guangqi who was one of
“Three pillars of Chinese catholic” in the end of Ming Dynasty and the beginning
of Qing Dynasty. Xu zongzhe made great achievements for the 20th century’s
Chinese Catholicism .He edited two very important books: The View of Chinese
Catholic History and the Translations’ Summary of Society of Jesus in Ming and
Qing Dynasty. These books established his status of a historian about the modem
Chinese Catholic history. Xu Zongzhe had administered the Bibliotheca Major
Zi-Ka-Wei for a long time. During these times he collected different area’s local
chronicles actively and supported some modern researchers to use the library’s
materials to carry out some study. Furthermore , he hold the post of the chief editor
Revue Catholigue from 1923 to 1938. Revue Catholique was very famous among the
modern catholic periodical publications. Since Xu Zongzhe was the chief editor, the
magazine's content became richer and paid more aftention to communicate with
readers. It turned to more secular and more popular. The whole life of Xu Zongzhe
had a very close relationship with Revue Catholique. He published a large quantity
of articles about religion. philosophy. education. politics. sociology and so on.
On the base of collecting and arranging all the Xu Zongzhe’s articles, this paper will study
his ideas on religious education and society . politics .At the beginning of the 20™ century, the
Chinese Catholics carried out a movement “Naturalization of Catholic Church in China” .Xu
ZongZhe also attended this movement. He supported many practicable suggestions to improve
and solve the problems of catholic education. Meanwhile, Xu ZongZhe used some catholic
doctrines to study a lot of modemn Chinese political questions , such as a country’s right and
obligation, Three People’s Principles, war and patriotism., and so on, From all of these, we
can know that Xu Zongzhe peid close attention to modern Chinese political
change . And he was a real patriot. To sum up in a word, all Xu Zongzhe’s life embodied his
love to the culture research , his devotion to God, his enthusiasm to the catholic career. He is a

typical case of many excellent Catholic intellectuals of modern China.
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