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Study of Cathedral of Lishiting in Kaifeng

Specialty: History and Theory
of Architecture
Name: Fan fei

Instructor; Pro. Yang haozhong

Abstract

As the central city of Zhongyuan, Kaifeng met the western culture wholly for the
first time after 1901 when missionary could enter into the city. Christianity is the
important part of the western culture. Church—the building of Christianity in Xaifeng
stands for the course and result of the western culture. Cathedral of Lishiting is the
witness of the history. To research it have values in many aspects.

Part 1: According to know the course of Christianity’s spreading in Kaifeng, it
shows the background and origin of Cathedral of Lishiting. The first time of entering is
in 1608. The missionary’s aim is to research the Jews community in Lishiting Block. The
first church was built on the side of Hong heyan Street in 1628. This course of
Christianity was abrupt because of the flood of the Yellow River in 1642. After 10 years
about, the church was built once more under the help of officials of Henan Province.
Then the Qing Government banned missions because there exists divergence between
China and Vatican. Unti! 1844, Christianity could enter into China freely, and Kaifeng
till 1901, that was the latest capital that accepted Christianity. This is the reason why
cathedral of Lishiting was built till 1917.

Part 2: Cathedral of Lishiting is kept well, but its drawings and documenis have
disappeared under the complex modern history of China. Part 2 reveals the drawings of

Cathedral of Lishiting according to the survey by partners and myself.

Part 3: Christianity as the important culture is located in multicultural block.

According to describe Lishiting Block and analysis the reason to be multi-cultural one,

m



VE AR R BOA ST AR i 3

Part 3 reveals the cultural environment of Cathedral of Lishiting.

Part 4: The historic buildings take on many values including historic. technologic.
aesthetic etc. Historic value of Cathedral of Lishiting exists in the communication of
different cultures. history of Kaifeng city and history of architecture of Henan Province.
The technologic value is that accompany with the new material, it reflects the
background of developing of science and technology at that time. The aesthetic value is
mainly about having the characteristic of Romanesque Style. As for feeling value, the
Cathedral embodies in the religion building and the historical building. Landscape aspect,
which is the important part of multi-cultural block and the landmark in the region.

In all; Cathedral of Lishiting is one of the important modern buildings in Henan

Province and church building inland.

Key words: missionary, Cathedral of Lishiting, modern building, value
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