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Abstract

At the end of Ming Dynasty, China underwent profound and complicated social,
economic, intellectual and cultural changes during the late 16th century to the outset
of the 17th century. The cultural communications between Chinese and the west also
come into a new stage at this time. Matteo Ricci, a Jesuit Mission missionary from
Italy, came to China to spread the doctrines of Christianity in 1583. He had stayed in
China for 28 years and paid visits to Zhaoqing, Shaozhou, Nanchang, Nanjing and
Beijing and dies in Beijing in 1610.

The reasons why he can open the door of China and becomes the first successful
missionary in spreading Christian doctrines in China are mainly because he probes
three effective methods in doing it by combining the Christian doctrines with the
Chinese practical situation during his lifelong missionary career, which are also the
three major characteristics of his missionary work. Firstly, respect the Chinese
customs and follow the format and content of traditional Chinese culture. Secondly,
widely get touch with Chinese social elites and strive for the support from the feudal
ministry and his Majesty. Thirdly, combine the missionary work with spreading
western academy to improve the statue of Christianity in the mind of the Chinese
commonplaces. These ingenious and practical methods great helps him to attain
marvelous achievements in his missionary career in China.

The purpose of Matteo Ricci’s coming to China is first and foremost to spread
Christian doctrines in China and his missionary work has greatly contributed in
cultivating China, the virgin of Christianity. By the time he dies, there are
approximately 3000 Christian disciples in China. Matteo Ricci, who sets an example
of successfully spreading Christian doctrines in China, is not only honored as the
father of western missionaries in China, but also the most famous figure in the
Christian missionary history.

Matteo Ricci is a piety missionary of Jesuit Mission, at the same time he is an

erudite in western knowledge. He compiles and writes 19 different books which bring



the blandly new western culture to China, for example, the Gospel of Jesus, Elements
of Euclid, On Friends, naming only the renowned ones. The “Xixuedongjian™, which
stimulated the scientific and cultural development in the late years of Ming time and
turned a new leaf in the evolution process of Chinese modemn thinking, can be said is
originated from his work. Meanwhile, when translating western scientific works and
emaciating the Christian tenets, he becomes the envoy who propagated the Chinese
history to the western world. The spreading of Confucianism to the west originated
from him exerts a profound influence to the west and lays the basis of the west’s later
massive absorbing Chinese culture. China in the Sixteen Century: the Journal of
Matteo Ricci, a book based on Matteo Ricci memoirs, is one of the classic that links
up the west and the east,

Matteo Ricci and other missionaries’ coming to the east happen in the great era
when Europe experiencing the Religious Reformation, the Great Geographic Find and
the earliest colonial countries, for example Spain and Portugal, expanding their
oversea influence. The countries and the Vatigan who send them to the east treat them
as instruments to enlarge their influential spheres. Therefore, there are some historical
limits in Matteo Ricci’s introducing western knowledge in China because of this
historical background and his religious belief. He does such work only to fulfill his
religious aim. Spreading scientific knowledge, practicing cultural communication
were merely his ways to achieve his ultimate ends, to propagate Gospel, to spread
Christianity, to assimilate and even replace the Chinese aboriginal religions.

However, the missionaries of Jesuit Mission presented by Matteo Ricci at the
end of Ming Dynasty are contrasted to the western missionaries, for example, Young
John Allen, in the late Qing Time because they are in different time and the relative
strength between China and the west changes greatly. Sharply distinct with “cultural
invasion” by the western colonists with their strong boats and powerful cannons, the
“intellectual war” fought by the “brave soldier of Jesus” Matteo Ricci, plays an active
role in exchanging the culture between China and the west and lays the foundation of

cultural communication between the two.



Matteo Ricci’s coming to China in the late 16 century is an epoch-making event
in the history of the cultural communication between China and the west. Matteo
Ricci, a missionary of Jesuit Mission spending his second half of life in China, who
not only propagating Christianity but also introducing the western science and
technology to China, becomes the founder of formally introducing the western
religion and academic thinking. Meanwhile with the spreading of Chinese culture to
the west, Europeans make a deeper understanding of rich and splendid Chinese
Culture. In a word, the Sino-foreign histery adds some new contents with Matteo

Ricci’s coming to China in the late Ming Time.
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