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In the course of the nincicenth century the FFranciscans
came to represent the largest Roman Catholic missionary
cnterprisc in terms ol friars and (erritory administered.
Morcover. the speciic Franciscan missions ook on
a distinctly national character. especially after the
completion of transforming the padroado dicceses into
vicariales apostolic.

Ninshss'a,

"\

!

RONMAN CATHOLIC: RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES OF MEXN

By thc latc nincteenth century 11 had become customary
to assign friars from a particular OFM province 1o their
own independent mission {(missio sui furis). prefecture
apostolic. or vicariale aposiolic in China. Scc table
on p. 28 for the assighment of territorics in China to
OFM provinces and their specific foreign “national”
compositlion in the carly 1940s.

Map 1. Iranciscan Missions in China (o Maas. “Franciscans in the Middle
Kingdom, I 1177w Collectanca Conmissions Syrodalis), 742,
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